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Spring is in the air! The snow is melting, and there are reports of Canada geese being seen on 
their Northern pilgrimage. The number of people getting their COVID vaccinations is slowly 
increasing.  So, it is a time for optimism after a long cold winter in which social distancing was 
the norm. 
 
The MPPCOA Executive Council has continued to hold meetings each month in preparation for 
our joint meetings with Manitoba Parks, which continue to be held on the last Thursday of each 
month. Progress is being made in our quest to reach an agreement on a system for determining 
lease and service fees that are equitable and sustainable. Over the last couple of months, we have 
been able to receive some updated financial information regarding lease and service fee costs and 
revenues from Manitoba Parks. This will allow the MPPCOA Advisory Committee to update 
their analyses of the contribution that cottagers are making toward the actual costs of the services 
that are being provided to us. We have not seen any information that would contradict our claim 
the cottagers, after costs of services are paid, are contributing approximately $3 million each year 
to the province’s general revenue.  
 
The Travel Manitoba and the Parks Branch of Manitoba Conservation and Climate “Parks 
Evaluation Study Survey” is underway, with a completion date of the end of April. Surveys are 
being conducted, and you, as a cottage owner in a provincial park, will have the opportunity to 
participate in the survey. The survey asks about cottagers’ experiences in the parks and how 
Manitoba’s provincial parks might be improved for cottagers. The MPPCOA Executive Council 
was given the opportunity to review and comment on the survey before it was sent out for its 
final draft. A few of the questions on the survey the MPPCOA took exception to, and one in 
particular, we consider to be misleading and self-serving.  Unfortunately, I do not believe that the 
question will be changed on the survey.        
 
So, now I hope that I have your attention. Here is the question: 
 
Cottagers make payments to Parks made up of two components: a lease fee and a service fee.  

•  Please rate the value you receive for the money that you pay for lease fee (on a scale of 
very poor value to excellent value).  

•  Please rate the value that you receive for the money you pay for the service fee (on a 
scale of very poor value to excellent value).   
 

“Cottagers make payments to Parks made up of two components: a lease fee and a service fee” 
could lead the person completing the survey to believe that the fees collected are in a direct 
relationship to the cost of services received. If the cottager owner’s fees are increased, they may 



believe that they will see an increase in amenities that are available to the cottage owner in that 
park.  I want to make it clear to all cottage owners in provincial parks that the service and lease 
fee revenues are not reinvested in the park from which the revenues are collected. The fees go 
into general revenue for the province. The MPPCOA would like to see reserve funds established 
to ensure that money collected for lease and service fees from cottagers in a provincial park are 
reinvested for services beneficial to the cottager owners in that park.  
 
So, how should a cottager answer such a question, you may ask? You may feel that you are 
receiving excellent value for the fees that you are paying. Does that mean that you are willing to 
pay significantly more for the same services? How would you feel about value for the money 
you pay if your fees were doubled?  
 
Well, in the last few days at our cottage we have experienced record high temperatures, snow, 
sunshine, lightening, rain, hail, and wind events, so it must be late winter in Manitoba. 
    
Stay Safe! 
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