
Environment Committee Report – September 4th  2020 

The new gauge was installed at Big Whiteshell so we now have readings going into the fall and winter.  Most lakes are 

now below the summer target or within the summer range due to precipitation in the month of July being only 55% of 

normal. 

The federal government real time monitoring station on the Whiteshell River, downstream of the Jessica Lake dam, 

shows the flow rates as of September 1st to be 56.14 cubic feet per second compared to 64.97 cubic feet per second on 

the same day last year.  Lack of rain along with high temperatures in July and August has kept the lakes down.  The 

winter drawdown was expected to commence in mid September, but is dependent on rainfall and the long range 

forecast between now and mid month. 

LAKE DATE OF LAST MEASURE LEVEL IN FEET COMMENTS 

    

Betula  August 18th  987.90 Summer target 988.20 

Big Whiteshell August 11th  1018.75 Average summer level 1018.25 (2019) 

Brereton August 18th  1036.55 Summer target 1037.00 

Caddy August 18th  1044.50 Max summer level 1046.00 

Falcon August 18th  1065.60 Summer range 1065.50 – 1066.25  

Jessica  August 18th  1017.65 Summer target 1017.50 

Nutimik August 18th  924.14 Average summer level 925.06 (2019) 

Star August 18th ` 1114.85 Summer target 1115.00 

West Hawk August 18th  1090.85 Summer range 1091.00 – 1092.25 

White August 18th  1003.35 Summer target 1003.40 

Lac du Bonnet August 18th  858.79 Average summer level 858.01 (2019) 

 

Following the Spring Meeting with Manitoba Infrastructure and Parks, your committee forwarded a number of 

recommendations regarding lake levels to Manitoba Infrastructure.  They have agreed to review our suggestions for 

Betula Lake and Caddy Lake forwarding those to senior management for consideration of the required capital funding. 

A narrower summer target range for West Hawk has been created within the minimum and maximum which is in 

keeping with the committee’s recommendation to stabilize the lake for the benefit of West Hawk and Caddy.  Falcon 

Lake has been more closely monitored this summer in an attempt to keep the lake level at the lower part of the range, 

as recommended by the committee, because of the problems with the existing control structure.   

There is no further information at this time on the choice of new control structure for Falcon Lake.  The consultants final 

report has not been submitted to Manitoba Infrastructure. 


