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Greetings to all those co� agers who’ve been waiting so pa-
tiently for the landscape to turn from white to brown, 

and fi nally green. Even the temperatures are fi nally starting 
to follow the day length and move closer to what we’ve come 
to know as seasonal norms. The chilly winds of May were a 
sharp reminder that it is not summer yet, but the ice has been 
off  the lakes for several weeks for most of us. We have to be 
more patient at West Hawk.  

Annual General Meeting
The Whiteshell Co� agers Association Annual General Meet-

ing was a success again this year with about 250 folks coming 
out for it. Our new venue at My Church on Wilkes Avenue 
worked out well for the second year.  Good parking, lots of 
space, and comfortable seats make it a great facility for us.  
We need to focus on shortening its length, and ge� ing more 
microphones available for questions from the fl oor. We’ll try 
to improve in those areas next year. 

Minister Squires’ suggestion that we watch for an upcom-
ing announcement proved worthwhile with the news of some 
$3.7 million of spending on upgrading what are currently 
gravel access roads serving many co� ages at Big Whiteshell 
and Falcon Lakes’ South Shore. This will fund roadbed im-
provements (in 2019), followed by fi nish grading and pav-
ing in 2020. That is our current expectation. These roads both 
serve a large number of co� ages and are sorely in need of 
upgrading to serve the heavy seasonal traffi  c volume. This, 
together with the second phase of the boathouse channel ac-
cess dredging program being carried out at Falcon this year, 
shows a fundamental shift in policy regarding infrastructure 
funding in the park that we hope will be sustained into the 
future. 

Highway 307 Upgrading
Upgrading of Highway 307 is the next highest priority ma-

jor infrastructure upgrade project (in terms of roadwork) 
that we are working on in the Park right now.  However, this 
work, as well as the maintenance of the water level control in-
frastructure, falls within the purview of Manitoba Infrastruc-
ture and Transportation (MI), which has shown itself to be 
much less responsive to the needs of the 3,400 co� agers in the 
Whiteshell.  

North Whiteshell Fire Department
Development of a fi re department to 

service the needs of roughly 
1,550 co� agers in the North 
Whiteshell has been dealt a 
setback by the resignation of 
Gary Kennedy, the chair of the 
development initiative.  Gary had 
spearheaded this initiative from 
the outset, but was told to reduce 
his activity level following a recent 
medical incident. Gary has been one 
of the leaders in the WCA for many 

years and the proactive approach that he brought to many of 
the roles he undertook was valued highly by the Board of Di-
rectors. 

The sourcing of an adequate complement of volunteers and 
the development of a business model which together would 
validate the viability of the concept, is now without a leader.  
The public support for this initiative was demonstrated clear-
ly (79 per cent in support) last summer in a survey of all of the 
co� agers in the area, members of WCA and non-members.  
We are now seeking an individual with an interest and will-
ingness and skillset to take on this role and carry it through to 
a point where a rational decision can be made to either move 
forward with the concept or terminate it.

PPSD Progress Review Meeting
The second of two annual progress review meetings be-

tween the WCA’s executive and the senior PPSD (Parks and 
Protected Spaces Division of Manitoba Sustainable Develop-
ment) personnel took place in early April. These meetings are 
being held to foster communication between the two bodies, 
and to allow each to share their priorities and objectives for 
be� er alignment of their goals. 

By Alan Roberts, WCA President

President’s Report

Barbecue Winner!

Jamie Hill, left, of Falcon Lake, is the winner of the raffle of a 
Dyna-Glo Premier Gas Grill at the Whiteshell Cottagers Asso-

ciation Annual General Meeting April 16. All attendees at the AGM 
received a raffle ticket for the grand prize generously donated 
once again by, at right, Greg Nichol of Lumber One Building Sup-
plies in Falcon Lake. 
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Manitoba Provincial Parks 
Cabin Owners Association 

Chairman’s Update

Co�age season has start-
ed. Manitoba co�agers 

live for the sun on our faces, 
the sand between our toes, 
and, for some of us, a gentle 
breeze filling our sails. 

Our executive commi�ee 
and our advisory commi�ee 
continue to meet regularly 
to review the finer details of 
our position paper and to de-
velop a strategy for moving 
forward. 

In May I met with Rob Ne-
dotia�o, Director, Parks and 
Protected Spaces. He has con-
firmed that our discussion 
paper is moving up through 
government. The MPPCOA 
is now taking steps to ensure 
that the paper is received at 
the highest government lev-
els.  With a provincial elec-
tion on the horizon, this is an 
opportunity for the premier 
to act on a promise he made 

during the last election. This 
could be an easy win for the 
governing party.

Membership in the MP-
PCOA is growing, as more 
co�age owners associations 
realize the benefits that accrue 
when a large group of co�age 
owners have a co-ordinated 
approach to discussing lease 
and service fees. We welcome 
two new members, Wallace 
Lake COA and Beresford 
Lake COA to the MPPCOA, 
which now represents ten 
co�age owners associations 
in Manitoba and over 80 per-
cent of co�agers in Provincial 
Parks.

The MPPCOA Annual Gen-
eral Meeting is to be held 
June 8. Hecla Historic Village 
Association looks forward to 
hosting the event this year.

Enjoy a fun and safe sum-
mer. 

By Dean Amundson,
Chairman, Hecla Historic Village Association

Chairman, Manitoba Provincial Parks
Cabin Owners Association 

Province-Wide Cabin Owners Group Gains Traction

The Manitoba 
Provincial Parks 

Cabin Owners 
Association 

Guiding Principle

The Manitoba Provincial Park 
Cabin Owners Association (Cabin 

Owners) and Manitoba Parks and 
Protected Spaces Branch (Parks 
Branch) have established a working 
relationship based on trust, respect 
and transparency and are to work 
positively and collaboratively in de-
fining an approach to managing the 
administration of matters affecting 
cottagers within provincial parks, in-
cluding the collection of service fees 
and Crown land rent from provincial 
park cottagers, in a way that is fair 
and sustainable for all Manitobans 
and provincial park stakeholders. 

Manitoba Provincial Parks 
Cabin Owners Association 

Members

Whiteshell Cottagers 
Association

Beresford Lake Cottage Owners 
Association

Booster Lake Cottage Owners 
Association

Duck Mountain Cottage Owners 
Association

Grindstone Cottage Owners 
Association

Hecla North Shore Cottage 
Owners Association.

Hecla Historic Village Cottage 
Owners Association

Long Lake Cottage Owners 
Association

Moose Lake Cottage Owners 
Association

Wallace Lake Cottage Owners 
Association

Presented at the Whiteshell 
Co�agers Association 

Annual General Meeting, 
April 16, 2019

Let me start with a bi�er re-
minder of what at best can 

be described as a stalemate be-
tween Parks and Provincial 
Parks Co�agers over fees and 
lease rates that has lasted most 

of the last 40 years.
Apart from an occasional 

spasm of increased fees, there 
has been stagnation, with no 
winners and only losers. As a 
result, the government is al-
ways playing catch-up for the 
resources they need to properly 
operate the park and we the cot-
tagers are left with hard feelings 
over the lack of a fair process 
for determining fees and lease 
rates over time and an inevita-
ble sense of fending off the big 
pocket picker.

The year 2013 marked a crisis 
in this dysfunctional relation-
ship; when the previous govern-
ment arbitrarily announced an 

extraordinary increase in lease 
and service fees for all provin-
cial park co�agers. Some co�ag-
ers accustomed to paying in the 
range of $1,000 per year for rent 
and service found themselves li-
able to be paying up to $7,000 per 
year. Anyone remember that?

This remarkable overreach did 
manage to focus our minds on 
three objectives for the future:

1) Build a be�er relationship 
between Parks and Co�agers
Whatever else happened, a 

be�er relationship, built on trust 
and open communication need-
ed to be established between 
Parks Branch and provincial 
co�agers. The current Guiding 
Principle (seen below) for our 
ongoing consultation, devel-
oped jointly with Parks, is the 
positive outcome of that objec-
tive. Communication is a two 
way street, and I am happy to 
report that Parks Branch has so 
far met us at least half way in the 

process of relationship building. 
I particularly credit Parks Direc-
tor Rob Nedotia�o with spear-
heading this dramatic change in 
approach.

2) Build a coalition unifying 
all Provincial Park Co�agers
The voices of provincial park 

co�agers needed to be unified, 
both so that Parks could consult 
with a single unified group of 
co�agers and so that co�agers 
would not be victimized by any 
government’s traditional adop-
tion of the “divide and conquer” 
principle.

MPPCOA is now a vibrant 
umbrella association represent-
ing about 5,000 of the approxi-
mately 6,000 co�agers (and 
growing) of all Manitoba pro-
vincial park co�agers. The ten 
participating co�age associa-
tions are listed below.
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Manitoba Provincial Parks 
Cabin Owners Association

and Past President (2014-2016)
Whiteshell Cottagers Association

Continued on page 6



The dialogue is frank and 
open and the interchange 
has done much to better in-
form both sides of the needs 
and expectations of the oth-
er.  We look forward to this 
ongoing discussion going 
forward.

Water Levels Commi�ee 
meeting with PPSD and MI 

This twice annual meeting 
has been slightly reforma�ed to 
include a PPSD representative 
who’s mandate is park-wide 
rather than South Whiteshell 
only.  The MI representatives 
continue to have a park-wide 
facilities management mandate 
and responsibility. 

A water level survey of all 
co�agers on Betula Lake is be-
ing carried out within the next 
month or so, to validate our re-
quest to MI to raise the water 

level by six to eight inches. Sup-
port for a higher level from a 
majority of co�agers is required 
before MI will consider the hy-
draulic implications of raising 
the profile of the existing weirs.  
If your co�age is on Betula, 
please respond to the survey 
when the opportunity to do so 
is provided. 

This commi�ee continues to 
be frustrated by MI’s lack of 
willingness to cooperate in the 
investigation of the potential for 
remedial works to reduce flood-
ing risk at Caddy Lake. 

We continue to work with the 
facilities design division of MI 
responsible for the design of 
new level control facilities at 
Falcon Lake to prioritize flood 
prevention in the selection from 
design options available. Con-
struction of a new level control 
facility is now expected to occur 
in 2021 rather than 2020.  

Enjoy your family, friends, 
and co�age to the fullest this 
year – it’s a special place to be. 
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President’s 
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Continued 
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Whiteshell 
Cottagers 

Association 
Annual General 

Meeting

Pictured at the Whiteshell Cottag-
ers Association Annual General 

Meeting April 16, from left; Rob Ne-
dotiafko (Director, Parks and Pro-
tected Spaces); Ronald Smith (WCA 
Representatve on MPPCOA); Shan-
non Martin (MLA Morris); Wayne 
Ewasko (MLA Lac du Bonnet); Hon-
ourable Rochelle Squires (Minister 
of Sustainable Development); Ian 
Baragar (Vice President, WCA); Dan-
iel Klass (Advisory Committee Chair, 
MPPCOA); Alan Roberts (President, 
WCA); Rick Wowchuk (Legislative 
Assistant, Department of Sustainable 
Development and MLA Swan River).
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Camp Quality Manitoba is 
excited to be celebrating 15 

years of supporting children af-
fected by cancer and their fami-
lies year-round, free of charge. 
Located on beautiful Brereton 
Lake, we provide a one-week 
medical specialty camp, giving 
children the opportunity to ex-
perience the joys of childhood, 
and allowing them the power to 
turn challenges into adventures 
and creating memories that will 
last a lifetime.

With traditional outdoor camp 
activities like boating, camp-
fires, nature and swimming, 
our campers bond with others 
who have shared the experience 
of serious illness and learn they 
are capable of much more than 
they ever thought possible. Our 
unique camping experience pro-
vides each camper with a com-
panion who ensures not only 
that their week-long experience 
is fun, inspiring and challenging, 
but also that their unique medi-
cal needs are met.

With full medical, physical 
and emotional support from 
healthcare professionals and our 
trained and dedicated volunteer 
staff, campers and their families 
have the peace of mind to sim-
ply live in the moment and have 
fun. While we focus on the fun of 
living life large, we also under-
stand the very real needs of our 
campers. When medical support 
is needed, it is immediately pro-
vided, expertly, with compas-
sion, and with as li�le disrup-
tion as possible to the camper’s 
activities. 

Our program goals work to-
ward fostering adventure, devel-
oping a positive self-identity and 
building friendships. We like to 
call it an ‘authentic camp expe-

rience.’ Here campers are en-
couraged to step outside of their 
comfort zone to try new things. 

Through our summer pro-
gram, we currently serve 60 
campers who are supported by 
80 trained volunteer staff. Cur-
rently, Camp Quality Manitoba 
is at capacity, due to financial 
and space constraints. This 
meant that in 2018 we had a wait 
list of children waiting to a�end 
our week-long summer camp. 

We also offer family programs 
throughout the year, to allow 
families the opportunity to re-
connect with each other and 
build connections with those 
who have gone through a similar 
experience. This year our fam-
ily programming has included 

a Bingo Bowling event in March 
and a weekend Family Camp. 
We have a Goldeyes game in 
June, a dinner in July, and a Corn 
Maze visit in September. We 
may have lots planned already, 
but do hope to add a few more 
events in 2019! 

Camp Quality is a non-profit 
charitable organization. We re-
ceive no government funding 
and rely solely on the generos-
ity of our community partners. 
Thanks to the community sup-
port, families affected by child-
hood cancer can send their chil-
dren to Camp Quality and have 
year-round family activities free 
of charge. 

By Ainsley Kullman
Camp Director

Camp Quality Manitoba

Camp Quality A Special Place For Special Kids

Your Whiteshell Cottagers 
Association is proud to sup-
port Camp Quality with the 
raffle of a new 2018 Ford 
EcoSport SUV. Only 5,000 

tickets printed. Get your 
tickets today! For contest 
details see pages 1 and 14. 

Camp Quality is a non-profit charity providing a summer camp experience for children affected by cancer. Camp 
Quality is funded solely by the generosity of donors and community partners.  Photos provided by Camp Quality.

With the persistent encourage-
ment of the Whiteshell Co�ag-
ers Association Past President 
Ron Smith, the remaining few 
co�age associations are actively 
considering membership. Given 
that these 5,000 (or more) mem-
bers of MPPCOA are all “family 
co�ages” in the Manitoba tradi-
tion, we estimate that our mem-
bership represents at least 20,000 
individuals, most of them living 
in the city of Winnipeg and of 
voting age.

3) Focus on development 
of a fair and open 

fee management process
A method of calculating total 

fees needs to be based upon an 

open and regulated process so 
that co�agers can support need-
ed expenditures in the parks 
(what we call paying our fair 
share), yet not be subject to arbi-
trary and/or unfair increases in 
fees and rents.

This objective is still a work in 
progress, but in the last couple of 
years there has been significant 
progress.

The numerous monthly meet-
ings over the past years with 
Parks Staff, the Executive of MP-
PCOA and a group of “experts” 
representing the interests of cot-
tagers has been a true consulta-
tion; an open minded, system-
atic review of models. The work 

has been based on actual data 
provided by Parks.

The result is a jointly devel-
oped proposal that lays the 
groundwork for this final ob-
jective; a fair and open ongoing 
process to determine and com-
municate co�agers contribution 
to Parks in the form of rent and 
services.

This model is now in the hands 
of the Minister and Senior Man-
agement of Parks, where we 

hope it is receiving a positive 
reading and forming the basis 
of a permanent solution to this 
longstanding problem.

I take considerable comfort 
from the words of Minister 
Squires as they appeared in the 
April, 2019, Echo: ”Our ongoing 
discussions with the Manitoba 
Provincial Parks Cabin Owners 
Association on future concepts 
and models for co�ager lease 
and service fees remain to be 
positive, focussed and produc-
tive and are a priority for our 
government. We will continue 
to engage to arrive at a fair ap-
proach going forward.”

The focus is on a fair, 
open fee management 

process.

MPPCOA continued from page 4
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The Environment Commit-
tee held its annual spring 

meeting April 30 with repre-
sentatives from Infrastructure 
and Transportation, Hydrolog-
ic Forecasting and Water Man-
agement as well as Sustainable 
Development, Parks and Re-
gional Services – Eastern Re-
gion.

The agenda addressed a 
number of current issues fac-
ing co�agers in the Whiteshell 
Provincial Park.

Ideal Spring Thaw
The spring thaw was ideal. A 

slow melt enabled the runoff to 
be absorbed and did not result 
in any of the lakes reaching the 
flood level. An issue of high 
water on Brereton Lake was 
dealt with quickly by Sustain-
able Development removing 
some stop logs in two stages to 
bring the lake down. 

Caddy Lake Survey
The Caddy Lake hydrologi-

cal survey, conducted by In-
frastructure to determine the 
cause of significant fluctuations 
in the lake level, was expected 
to be released towards the end 
of May.  

Falcon Channel Dredging
The remaining boat house 

channel dredging on Falcon 
Lake south shore is tentatively 
scheduled after the September 
long weekend.  Sustainable De-
velopment will be sending out 
notices to all affected co�agers in 
June with a follow-up in August 
to remind everyone to remove 
any underwater ramps and wa-
ter lines from the channel.

Falcon Control Structure
Hydrologic Forecasting and 

Water Management laid out 
the timetable for replacement 
of the Falcon Lake control 

structure. Preliminary designs 
will be shown at an open house 
to be scheduled later this sum-
mer.  Design drawings will be 
completed next year with con-
struction expected to begin in 
the fall of 2021. The Environ-
ment Commi�ee conveyed the 
WCA’s position with regard 
to the direction the design was 
taking. We stressed two op-
tions should be explored using 
a cost benefit analysis before 
proceeding to the second phase 
of final design 

Betula Lake Survey
The commi�ee continues to 

refine the Betula Lake survey 
to include more information 
on the recreational water qual-
ity issues that may be related to 
the lake level and/or the inflow 
and outflow rates of the lake.  
Weir level information includ-
ed in the survey was confirmed 
with Hydrologic Forecasting 
and Water Management. The 
survey was to be sent out after 
the May long weekend.

Compiled by 
Neil McMillan, Chair

Environment Committee

Environment Committee Report

The latest issue of The Re-
sponder has now been deliv-

ered to all co�agers in the south 
east Whiteshell. Thank you 
to Rick and Mickey Hearn for 
their efforts to get this together 
again this year. It is wonderful 
to see the recognition given in 
The Responder to the profession-
alism of our volunteer firefight-
ers. It is also very gratifying to 
recognize the efforts of our past 
executive members, Warren 
and Jocelyn Barnard, for their 
dedication to building the fire 
department we all enjoy today. 

Finally, a big thanks goes out 
again to our Builder donors for 
their generous and continuous 
support of the fire department.

I must also add our thanks to 

the Whiteshell Co�agers Asso-
ciation for including a link to 
The Responder on their website. 
Their support through these 
connections and through the 
Echo is much appreciated by the 
fire department. These are vital 
and important communication 
links to keep all co�agers in-
formed. Please make sure you 
have the www.sewfire.ca and 
the www.whiteshellco�agers.
com websites bookmarked to 
get the latest information on 
happenings in the Whiteshell.

Insurance Discount
One important piece of in-

formation that often gets over-
looked when considering the 
benefits of the fire department 
is the discount available on 
most co�age insurance policies 
when a firehall is within 13 km 

of your co�age. It is possible to 
realize a discount of up to nine 
per cent on your premium by 
having the firehalls in Falcon 
Lake and West Hawk Lake. 
Almost all of the co�agers in 
the south east Whiteshell area 
would meet this requirement. 
Please check your policy with 
your agent to ensure you are 
receiving the discount.

Open House
Don’t forget about the Open 

House at the firehall in West 
Hawk Lake, Sat., Aug. 17 at 11 
a.m. Mark your calendars and 
plan on a�ending. Bring the 
kids and enjoy a free hot dog 
and drink, as well as a tour.

 It is vital to the department 
that our donors are assured that 
their funds are being recorded 
and spent properly. You can 

always review our complete fi-
nancial reports online at www.
canada.ca/taxes/charities and 
giving. The latest information 
has been submi�ed for 2018, 
but the site has not been updat-
ed as yet for that year. It should 
be updated this summer. If you 
would like more information 
on the 2018 financial reports in 
the meantime, please ask any 
executive member.

Once again if you would like 
to join our executive or partici-
pate on one of our commi�ees, 
your services would be greatly 
appreciated. You can always 
contact us at info@sewfire.ca. 
If you would like to find out 
more about how you can help, 
please contact any of the execu-
tive. Members are listed on our 
website at www.sewfire.ca. 

By Gordon Greaves

South East Whiteshell Fire Department
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PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT Falcon Lake Recreation Area, Saturday, July 27
The First “Have Fun and Meet Other Players” Pickleball tournament will be held Saturday, July 27, 2019 at 9:00 
am at Falcon Lake Recreation Area. The entrance fee will be $12 per player which includes court rental and a 
barbecue at a cottage at Falcon. The tournament will be limited to 32 players,  Anyone may enter but  prefer-

ence will be given to South Whiteshell cottagers. 
This is a social event where all levels are encouraged to attend, to play, socialize and “have fun”.

If you are interested in participating  please send your name, email address, home and cottage phone 
numbers to one of these email addresses: • Nick Yacheson (nyacheson@gmail.com) 

• Larry Solilak (falcon1718@gmail.com) • Lou Allec (daphandlou@gmail.com)

Whiteshell 
Cottagers 

Association 
Directors 
Banquet
The annual WCA 

Directors Banquet was 
held March 20 at the 
Masonic Temple in 

Winnipeg. Lake Direc-
tors, Echo contributors 
and the WCA executive 
and its many committee 
members were recog-
nized for volunteering 
their time and talents 
to the many initiaives 

carried on by the 
Whiteshell Cottagers 
Association on behalf 

of all Whiteshell 
cottagers. 
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Barren Lake
Patrick Finley 
204-349-2670 
204-226-8661
patrickfinley10@gmail.com

Don Sleeva
Home 204-237-3081
Lake 204-349-8982

Barrier Bay
Suzanne Remillard
suerem17@gmail.com

Betula Lake
David Bell 
davefrankbell@gmail.com

Kerry Davies
204-663-6313

Gaeline Delmarque
Home 204-489-3016
Lake 204-348-7796

Big Whiteshell Lake
Tannis Fries  
204-348-3880
tfries94@gmail.com

Brereton Lake
Greg Meade 
c302@mymts.net

Doug Moberg
Cell 204-801-9437

Brereton Lake (cont’d)
Sharon Philp
Cell 204-771-7297
sharonphilp@hotmail.com

Lorna Spencer
Home 204-254-8137
Lake 204-369-5702

Caddy Lake
Joel Kettner
Home 204-691-2063
Cell 204-805-5551
jdkettner@me.com

Robert Stalker
Lake 204-349-8676

Dorothy Lake
Stan Pogorzelec
Home 204-668-8153
Lake 204-348-3282

Eleanor Lake
Ed Enns
204-334-8318
edwardenns204-@gmail.com

Falcon Lake
Al Bezak
abbezak@shaw.ca
Cell 204-226-1888

Alison Bonneteau
Alison.Bonneteau@rana-
caregroup.com

Falcon Lake (cont’d) 
Cheryl Bryant
cheryl@tek.ca
204-588-7007

Randall Kinley
Cell 204-228-6507
kinley5@mts.net

Ronald Smith
ronaldssmith@hotmail.com
Lake 204-349-8804

Florence Lake
Ian Baragar   
204-782-4580 
204-256-0881
ian.baragar@gmail.com

Nora Lake
Angela Hogan
Home 204-866-4398
aghogan@highspeedcrow.ca

Jessica Lake
Pat Love  
204-348-7488
lovepa37@gmail.com

Neil McMillan 
204-896-0584
nmcmillan@mymts.net 

Nutimik Lake
Angela Kelsch
Home 204-334-3906
Cell 204-799-1683
akelsch@shaw.ca

Sandra Kline
Cell 204-479-2025
sandrakl@mymts.net

Brenda Trach
Cell 204-510-3911 
btrachl@shaw.ca

Pointe du Bois
Maureen  Taylor  
tmkanga1@shaw.ca

Red Rock Lake
Rick Emslie
Home 204-227-4694

David McNeil
Home 204-489-3508
Lake 204-348-7510

Shirley Rempel
Cell 204-688-1164
Home 204-895-1164 
shirleyrempel415
@hotmail.com

Star Lake
Jon Sigurdson
Cell 204-805-3960
sigurdsonjm@gmail.co

West Hawk Lake
Doug Edmond 
204-771-7920 
dedmond@mts.net 

Daniel Klass
Lake 204-349-2606
klass6@gmail.com

David Maes 
davidgmaes@gmail.com

Dan Myk
Home 204-889-4561
Lake 204-349-8320
dannmyk@hotmail.com

Alan Roberts 
Home 204-888-9578 
Lake 204-349-2361 
aroberts4@shaw.ca

White Lake
Gary Kennedy
204-254-2300
garykennedy@mymts.net

Deborah Seguin 
204-772-0647 
ecarriere@shaw.ca

HONOURARY DIRECTORS
Warren Barnard 
John Biglow 
Harry Meneer 
Tom Walker
Ed Wilson

Board of Directors Whiteshell Cottagers Association Inc. 2019-2020
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Buy this space for 
$19.99 and reach 

thousands of cottagers. 
Get cash fast, and clear 
space in the garage or 

boathouse. 

Got a sailboat for 
sale? Boat motor? 

Skis? Fishing gear?,
Water toys? Bikes?

Furniture?

Echo Classifieds — Email your ad to the editor at 
echo@whiteshellcottagers.com

Ser�ing the Whiteshell
and sur�ounding areas
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Change the batteries in your 

smoke detector! Add it to your spring 

cottage opening checklist.

Fireworks are strictly prohibited 
in Whiteshell Provincial Park 
and all of Manitoba’s Parks

345-4310



As of May 15, membership in your 
Whiteshell Co�agers Association 

is at 1,802 which is ahead of last year’s 
pace!

 If you haven’t already, now is the time 
to BECOME A MEMBER. More mem-
bers means a stronger voice with Parks 
and Government and more action on be-
half of co�age owners. (Read elsewhere 
in this newspaper about a couple of re-
cent big wins by the WCA!) 

Please take out your full WCA mem-
bership today for only $35/year or con-
sider a multi-year membership and save 
yourself money and time. Please encour-
age family members to purchase associ-
ate memberships — it strengthens your 
association and cost only $20/year. As-
sociate members will receive news and 
exclusive website content including the 
electronic version of the Whiteshell Echo, 
and THEY  ALSO QUALIFY FOR THE 
WCA MEMBER DISCOUNTS listed at 
left. One discounted purchase from our 
lineup of participating retailers can more 
than pay for a membership fee!

For full membership and associate 
membership, register online at  www.
whiteshellco�agers.com or print and 
mail in the form or use the one below. 
THERE IS STRENGTH IN NUMBERS 
FOR ALL THE INITIATIVES YOUR 

WCA IS PURSUING ON YOUR BE-
HALF.

Win A New Car!
In January, your WCA announced a 

raffle for a brand new Ford EcoSport 
SUV! Proceeds will go to three causes: 1. 
To raise funds for Camp Quality (a sum-
mer camp for kids affected by cancer); 
2. To provide a scholarship for an Envi-
ronmental Sciences student; 3. To start a 
program to eradicate purple loosestrife 
in the park. There are only 5,000 raffle 
tickets so GET YOURS SOON!

Tickets are currently for sale at the 
following locations. (See map on next 
page).

Barrier Bay Resort
Betula Lake Resort
Falcon Trails Resort
Inverness Falls Resort
Lumber One Falcon Lake
Nutimik Lodge
O�er Falls Resort
White Lake Resort 
Tickets will also be on sale at:
• Falcon Lake Walleyes Masters Cup,  

June 1.
• Whiteshell Community Club, Falcon 

Lake, Fun Trail Run, June 8.
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WCA Member Discounts

WCA Membership Nearly 2,000 Strong!

WCA MEMBERS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR 
DISCOUNTS AT AN  INCREASING NUMBER 

OF MERCHANTS
You may need to show your 
WCA Membership Card

ABC FIRE & SAFETY
Receive 20% discount.

ACE 
BOATER
50% off 
boater 
licenses.

BOATSMART
50% off boater 
licenses.

CABELAS
$20 off on a purchase 
of $150 or more.  
Coupon will be mailed 

with your WCA membership card.

  
CDC Computers
Receive V.I.P. Pricing  
up to 20% off.

COTTAGE 
LIFE 
MAGAZINE
Receive a 
subscription 
discount.

MARK’S 
WORK 
WEARHOUSE

Discount cards will be mailed with your  WCA mem-
bership card.    

PLEZIA
INSURANCE 
BROKERS (see p.10)

ROBINSON 
BATH 
CENTRE
 Receive

   contractor pricing.
STAR BUILDING 
MATERIALS LTD.

Receive contractor pricing.  
Discounts vary on lumber or hardware.

TOTAL 
LIGHTING

Receive contractor pricing.

By Deborah Seguin
WCA Membership Chair

Continued next page
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The Website Commi�ee 
aims to keep members in-

formed of news, events and is-
sues of interest to co�agers in 
the Whiteshell. Through the 
website at www.whiteshell-
co�agers.com members have 
access to a wide variety of in-
formation including meeting 
minutes, electronic copies of the 
Echo, commi�ee news, safety 
alerts, information about mem-
bership benefits, special events 
and more. In the past 30 days, 
the website has had over 2,400 

unique visitors. This is a record.
All WCA members should 

be receiving occasional emails 
with the subject line ‘WCA 
E-Blast: Current News & 
Info.’ If you haven’t received 
these emails, please contact 
wca@whiteshellcottagers.com 
and provide your current email 
address to make sure that you 

receive these messages contain-
ing news, safety information 
and important WCA updates.

We also have Instagram and 
Facebook to keep you up to 
date.

Our Instagram feed is 
all about the beauty of the 
Whiteshell and the people that 
love it. Search for #whiteshell-

co�agers within Instagram to 
find our feed. Make sure to tag 
us in your Instagram posts and 
we just might feature your pic-
ture!

Follow us on Facebook for 
news, safety information, ideas, 
stories, events and great pic-
tures. We have had over 2,800 
“likes” and over 3,000 follow-
ers on Facebook.  There are new 
posts every day!

If you have news or photos to 
share, message us on Facebook, 
tag us @whiteshellco�agers in 
your Instagram post or email us 
at webmaster@whiteshellco�ag
ers.com.

Benefits of being a  WCA member 
• Join a forum where you can raise your concerns related to your cottage and lake.

• Gain access to the WCA website that contains key cottager information and resources.
• Receive the Whiteshell Echo, published five times per year.

• Members are eligible for discounts at an increasing number of businesses, see current list on 
page 14 or at www.whiteshellcottagers.com   

The WCA 
    • Represents the interests of cottager owners to government
    • Advocates for fair and reasonable service and lease fees
    • Actively promotes responsible environmental stewardship
    • Works with Manitoba Infrastructure to manage water levels
    • Initiates programs to enhance your cottage experience
    • Keeps cottage owners informed on current issues

    • Works closely in partnership with Manitoba Department of Sustainable   
      Development (Parks) and other Whiteshell Provincial Park stakeholders   
      to initiate programs that maximize cottage community life experiences in   
      an environmentally supportive manner 

Have a wonderful Whiteshell Summer everyone!

• WCA Succession Plan-
ning Seminars, June 15 and 
19.

• Barrier Bay Canada Day 
Celebrations.

•  Falcon Fest, July 5.
• Meteor Days at West 

Hawk, July 12.
• And from Your WCA Lake 

Directors, (See page 10). 
A HUGE thank you to all 

the folks above for their sup-
port! 

Please check the WCA 
website and Facebook page 
for additional locations and 
events where tickets will be 
sold. 

By Angela Hogan
WCA Website Chair All WCA members should be receiving occasional 

emails with the subject line:
WCA E-Blast : Current News & Info

Membership 
Report 

Continued
From Page 14

Where You Can Buy The Winning Ticket For a New SUV!

Barrier Bay 
Resort

Betula Lake 
Resort

Falcon Trails 
Resort

Inverness Falls 
Resort

Lumber One 
Nutimik Lodge

Otter Falls 
Resort

White Lake 
Resort 

From your WCA 
Lake Directors 

(See page 10).
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Physics is one of the most 
fundamental scientific 

disciplines and its main goal 
is to understand how the uni-
verse behaves. Not a lot of 
people study physics at uni-
versity. In 1973 my graduat-
ing class of B.Ed students 
headed out to teach physics 
in Manitoba classrooms num-
bered only six. My son-in-law 
reported similar numbers in 
his third year physics classes 
at the University of Mani-
toba. The study of physics in 
schools has been in decline 
across Canada for decades.  
This may help explain the 
questionable understanding 
of the effects carbon dioxide 
and global warming will have 
on Manitoba and our much 
loved Whiteshell Park. Allow 
me to bring some real facts to 
the discussion.

The Paris Accord on climate 
change seeks to limit tem-
perature rise to below two 
degrees Celsius with 1.5 de-
grees C as the official target. 
One or two degrees Celsius 
does not sound like much. We 
may even think of this as one 
or two percent warmer, no big 
deal. Well that would be er-
roneous thinking. Depending 
on the type of land cover, one 
degree Celsius correlates to 
approximately seven per cent 
higher rates of water evapo-
ration. Therefore 1.5 degrees 
C (you’ve got it) correlates to 
approximately 10.5% higher. 
Depending on a host of other 
weather variables 10 per cent 
higher evaporation will mean 
worse droughts in one area 
and heavier downpours in 
another. Higher wind veloci-
ties go along with these more 
powerful updrafts.  We have 
seen these changes already 
in recent fires at Caddy Lake, 
while a major downpour 
soon after washed out a sec-
tion of Hwy #307 near Brere-
ton. The large blow down of 
trees between Betula and Big 
Whiteshell in 2007 also comes 
to mind. Many other changes 
are likely to become more no-
ticeable as we go forward. A 
host of hard-to-spot diseases, 
fungal infestations, pests and 
pathogens, may all cause un-

expected negative results. 
Pine bark beetles, fungal in-
fested bats and amphibians, 
and a numerical decline in 
some bird and animal popu-
lations are all already in evi-
dence. Severe storms are now 
common.

What can we do?
During World Wars I and 

II western populations mo-
bilized in a myriad of ways!  
People rounded up scrap met-
al to help manufacture weap-
ons. Grandmas knitted socks 
for soldiers.  Workers were 
‘frozen’ to their war support-
ive jobs. Everyone took up the 
challenge. Not so much with 
this new threat to our well-
being. Some political parties, 
newspapers and radio/TV 
stations have instead decided 
to spread doubt and ‘alterna-
tive facts.’ Not a lot of phys-
ics graduates at CJOB, the 
Winnipeg Sun and Fox News, 
I suspect.  Unfortunately,  a 
phenomenon called ‘confir-
mation bias’ shows that all of 
us read and listen predomi-
nately to opinions with which 
we already agree.  This causes 
discord and division amongst 
all of us as we ponder our op-

tions.  
Compounding this bias, the 

Dunning-Kruger Effect dem-
onstrates that the less people 
know, the stronger their opin-
ions! The net result of these 
two phenomena is inaction by 
us all.  Pipelines cause end-
less debate and controversy, 
the Carbon Tax is opposed 
and virtually any policy or 
action is born an orphan with 
no parents in sight and a hos-
tile reception at best.

Here are a few quotes from 
scientists I hope we should all 
respect:
•“Carbon dioxide content of the 
Earth’s atmosphere is increasing 
dramatically. The possibility of a 
runaway greenhouse effect sug-
gests that we have to be careful. 
Even a one or two-degree rise in 
the global temperature can have 
catastrophic consequences” —
Carl Sagan (Cosmos)

•“People are shocked, but they 
should be angry. ... The conse-
quences will grow year by year, 
and stuff we were warning people 
about 20 years ago is now com-
ing to fruition and is impossible 
to deny, unless you are wilfully 
blind. “ — Timothy Flannery 
(The Weather Makers)

•”Atmospheric carbon diox-
ide has spiked to 408 parts per 
million, global average tem-
peratures have risen 1.8 C since 
1880, Arctic ice is declining at 
13.2 per cent per decade, sea 
levels are rising 3.2 millime-
tres a year on average and it’s 
all accelerating as we continue 
to pump more greenhouse gases 
into the atmosphere and destroy 
more carbon sinks like forests 
and wetlands.”— David Suzuki

•“Bioplan for Biodiversity is 
Beresford-Kroeger’s simple chal-
lenge for every person to plant 
one native tree species in a na-
tive space each year. Just by do-
ing this, she calculates, we can 
start to reverse climate change.” 
—Diana Beresford in Kroeger‘s 
film Call of the Forest.

•”In 2018, William Nordhaus 
and Paul Romer won a Nobel 
Prize for their work on the eco-
nomics of climate change. Nord-
haus argues that the most sensi-
ble response to climate change is 
to price carbon pollution. Romer 
asserts that the problem isn’t 
knowing what to do, the problem 
is getting a consensus to act. — 
Winnipeg Free Press 2019)

And here is some recent so-
bering Canadian news :

• The Government of 
Manitoba has announced that 
it has reached a deal to sell the 
Pineland Forest Nursery to a 
company that plans to turn the 
reforestation nursery into a for-
profit hemp growing operation. 
(Feb 26, 2019)

•Ontario cancels program 
that aimed to plant 50 million 
trees. (April 3, 2019)

•The Manitoba government 
will challenge the federal car-
bon tax in court.

My hope is that those of us 
who love the superb natural 
world found in the Whiteshell 
Park will make all the small 
and big decisions needed to 
lower our carbon footprints 
and work together to spread 
enthusiasm for environmen-
tally sound lifestyles. We 
need to listen more to the real 
scientists like David Suzuki 
and Tim Flannery and less to 
bought and paid for politi-
cians, radio hosts and news-
paper columnists almost none 
of whom have a background 
in any of the basic sciences. 
Our kids and grandkids are 
depending on us.

Dave Bell is a retired Manito-
ba educator. He lives as much as 
possible at Betula Lake.

Global Warming and the Whiteshell Park

Opinion
By Dave Bell, 
Betula Lake
  B.ScM.Ed

Caddy Lake fire, May, 2018.

The views expressed are not 
necesarily those of the 

Whiteshell Cottagers Association, 
however the WCA encourages debate 

on issues of wide public interest 
and invites all to express their opinion. 

Please email your letters to 
echo@whiteshellcottagers.com
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Brush Disposal
All brush and debris from cottage lots must 

be taken to the appropriate transfer station. Do 
not store brush and debris on your lot. Brush 
piles left on cottage lots, on block roads or in 
the buffer zone are unsightly and are a fire haz-
ard. 

Cottagers are reminded that burning permits 
are required from April 1 to November 15.

Be Bear Smart
Avoid potential wildlife conflicts on your lot by 

remembering a few simple tips: 
● Composting: Do not compost unless you 

can be certain it will not act as an attractant. 
Remember—anything with a smell could at-
tract bears and other wildlife. Do not compost 
meat, fish, fruit, vegetable, grease, oil, or dairy 
products outdoors. 

● Garbage/Recycling: Store all garbage and 
recycling cans in a secure garage or shed and 
dispose of your garbage in a Garbage or Recy-
cling Cage as soon as possible.

● Barbecues: Clean barbecue pits and grills 
thoroughly and store them inside a secured 
garage or shed when not in use

For more information in the North 
Whiteshell please contact Sustainable 
Development in Rennie (204-369-3153) 

or Seven Sisters (204-348-4004).
For more information in the South 

Whiteshell please contact Sustainable 
Development in Falcon Lake 

(204-349-2201).

Trash Talk

Recycle Everywhere

Have you ever wondered what happens 
to the aluminum cans, plastic bottles 

and milk cartons after you place them in 
the blue recycling cages? The answer is 
quite remarkable. By discovering the uses 
of recycled materials we can better appre-
ciate why recycling is so important for our 
future.

● Aluminum cans are recycled into pie 
plates, foil wrap and new aluminum cans. 
It is because of this that 75% of the alu-
minum produced since 1888 is still in use 
today.

● Recycled plastic bottles can be turned 
into polyester fleece used in jackets, carpets 
and upholstery. Plastic bottles are made 
with petroleum, a non-renewable resource. 
By recycling plastic bottles you are saving 
3.8 barrels of oil for every tonne used.

● Milk cartons contain up to three dif-
ferent materials; paper, aluminum and 
plastic. After using a machine called a hy-
drapulper to separate the materials, a vari-
ety of different products can be made. The 
paper fibre is used to make tissues and of-
fice paper. The aluminum and plastic can 
be used to create lumber materials. During 
this process, 80% of the carton is reused.

Recycling our various beverage contain-
ers is important to our environment for 
future generations. If we become aware of 
the many uses of recycled materials, the 
importance of recycling becomes clearer.

While in the Whiteshell, please remem-
ber to recycle everywhere.
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I don’t know if it was the 
Winnipeg Jets bowing out 

early after the first round of 
playoffs, or just the fact that 
the long winter finally came 
to an end about the same time. 
Either way there was a sharp 
increase immediately right af-
ter of families heading to the 
co�age for the first weekend 
of the season eager to take in a 
nice relaxing break.

Ice Off The Lake
It felt like forever for the ice 

to leave the lake this year. Fi-
nally, around May 8, the last 
of it made its way off Falcon. 
Love seeing the open water. 
Now the excitement sets in as 
I start planning all the sum-
mer activities around the cot-
tage for the summer. My niece 
was just excited as I was as she 
took the opportunity in April 
to try out her new bike on the 
South Whiteshell Trail. With-
out training wheels, I might 
add.

Neighbours 
Will Be Missed

With every season there 
comes changes around the 
lake. I would just like to men-
tion that our long-time neigh-
bours John and Marilyn Derk-
sen and family have sold their 
co�age and are moving on to 
the next stage in enjoying their 
retirement. Great neighbours 
who will truly be missed.

Condolences
A celebration of life took 

place in early May at The All 
Peoples Church in honour of 
Joan Tod. Joan was a long-time 
resident of West Hawk Lake, 
and an active member of the 
south Whiteshell community.

Whiteshell Co�agers 
Association Banquet

I a�ended my first volunteer 
appreciation banquet this past 
March   with other Whiteshell 
Co�agers Association vol-
unteers and supporters that 
included lake directors, Echo 
contributors and special guests 
from Sustainable Develop-
ment. It was great to be in a 
room full of people that take 
the time to pitch in to ensure 
the Whiteshell is a great place 
to enjoy.

Local Soccer Star
Three young players from 

the Lake of the Woods Soccer 

Academy, including Kaitlyn 
Podolchuk, a local resident 
of Falcon Lake,  were invited 
to Vancouver in March along 
with eighteen others from 
across Canada for a chance of 
a lifetime to a�end the Van-
couver Whitecaps FC Soccer 
Academy Combine. Kaitlyn, a 
centre midfielder, was beyond 
excited about the opportu-
nity especially coming from a 
small community like Falcon 
Lake. The combine was set up 
to  identify strong potential 
players from across Canada 
in the Under 13 and Under 14 
age groups within the White-
caps FC Major League Soccer 
territory. The Whitecaps have 
academies across Canada that 
give young developing soc-
cer stars the chance to sharpen 
up their skills. Thanks to Ke-
nora KAFC Lightning Coach 
Lyle Wiebe for advocating for 

these opportunities and being 
a mentor for the players. Get-
ting to this level has been no 
easy task for Kaitlyn who is al-
ready involved with 1V1 Foot-
ball and is part of the Univer-
sity of Manitoba Bison’s soccer 
program. If that’s not enough 
Kaitlyn works part time as a 
lift operator at Falcon Ridge 
during the winter time, needs 
to keep up with her studies at 
school, and let’s not forget to 
mention all the commuting 
between Kenora and Winni-
peg for practices and games. 
I’ll just say this kid is busier 
than most of us.

Kaitlyn looks forward to her 
future in soccer as she hopes 
to one day play for the Cana-
dian Women’s National Team 
and in the meantime aims 
to get an invite to residency 
with the Girls Elite REX team 
in Vancouver. We are look-

ing forward to hearing more 
about Kaitlyn’s adventures 
and wish her all the best in 
ge�ing there.

Wildlife
We share the Whiteshell with 

cri�ers large and small. From 
black bears right down to the 
tiny invasive jellyfish. Educa-
tion, respect and understand-
ing are key to a sustainable 
future for Whiteshell habitat, 
including us humans. Encoun-
ters with wildlife are on the 
increase as reported on trails, 
waterways and the backcoun-
try. 

Last summer brought some 
dangerous encounters with 
Black Bears on both the Man-
tario Trail and on the shores 
of South Cross lake. Besides 
reports of bears I have been 
receiving numerous reports 
of other animal sightings of 
lynx and wolves in the South 
Whiteshell. One of these sight-
ings entailed a couple of lynx 
hanging out at the South East 
Whiteshell Transfer Station 
this past winter. A female lynx 
didn’t seem bothered by traffic 
coming in and out of the trans-
fer station as its curiosity kept 
her around. Parks staff even 
had to persuade her to leave. 
Her male counterpart was a 
li�le more cautious as it was 
watching from a distance.

Please be aware when out 
for a walk, hike or bike ride 
that encounters with wildlife 
are always a possibility. Know 
what to do in any instance. 
Visit Manitoba Sustainable 
Development Wildlife Branch 
at  www.manitoba.ca/human-
wildlife for information on 
safety awareness.

Information Kiosk
Have you noticed the new 

structure at the park gate? 
Thanks to a partnership be-
tween the South Whiteshell 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Sustainable Development this 
location was created to keep 
us up to date with happenings 
around the area. Stop in and 
check it out.

RCMP Report
Since Sept. 1 of last year, the 

Falcon Beach RCMP Detach-
ment has responded to 275 
calls in and around Falcon 
Lake. 

Continued Next Page

Falcon Lake 

By Blair Mineault

My niece was eager to try out her new bike on the South Whiteshell Trail.

New information kiosk at park gate.



JUNE 2019 WHITESHELL ECHO  19    

falcon Lake (Continued From Page 18) 

Here is a breakdown:
● Sixteen motor vehicle 

accidents. The two most 
serious of these resulted in 
non-fatal injuries.

● One hundred and thir-
teen provincial traffic related 
offences, fifty-four of which 
were speeding related.

● Five criminal code traffic 
related offences which includ-
ed four impaired, and a  dis-
qualified/prohibited driver,.

● One alcohol related road-
side suspension. 

● Four crimes against per-
sons.

● Two theft under $5,000.
●  Five theft over $5,000, four 

of which were theft of other 
motor vehicles (an example of 
which would be a snowmo-
bile).

● Two possession of prop-
erty obtained by crime (stolen 
goods).

● Four charges of mischief.
● Four break and enter.
● Thirteen suspicious per-

sons/vehicle/property.
● Twelve general assistance 

and/or well being checks, an 
example of which would be 
an overdue hiker.

Snowmobiler Checks
The members of the Falcon 

Lake RCMP participated in pa-
trols on the snowmobile trails 
over the riding season and the 
operators checked were found 
to be 100 per cent compliant.  

Warning to Boaters
Boaters can expect to see an 

increase in patrols on the wa-
terways this upcoming boat-
ing season and should ensure 
they are compliant with regu-
lations including having their 
pleasure craft operator’s card. 

Storage of Vehicles
Local law enforcement 

would also like to remind us 
all to make sure our seasonal 
vehicles are stored safely.  The 
MPI website has several tips 
on how to help prevent sea-
sonal vehicle theft.
Whiteshell Community Club

Long time volunteer George 
Durstin has stepped down 
as club treasurer. Thank you, 
George, for all your hard work 
in supporting club initiatives 
and being a community hero. 
All the best in your continued 
adventures. 

Curling Donations
Donations and grants have 

been coming in slowly to sup-

port the curling program in-
cluding private donations and 
a grant from the Trans-Canada 
Pipeline. Only about $16,000 
has been raised to date. How-
ever, the club executive and 
community are very thankful 
for what has been received so 
far. Still need at least $34,000 
to get those brooms sweeping 
hard on the ice again.

Summer Activities
Things on the go this sum-

mer at the club include:
● A Fun Trail Run (5k and 

10k) and fundraiser barbecue 
on June 8.

● The Farmers Market be-
gins June 25th.

● Bingo gets its first call on 
July 3.

● The club continues to fea-
ture socials every long week-
end during the summer. The 
next one up is on June 30. Visit 
the club’s website for other 
events and updates.

Fishing Report
It took a combined effort of 

many volunteers and repre-
sentatives from Sustainable 
Development to get things 
up and running for this years 
Falcon Fish-off in March. The 
derby area had to be plowed 
to remove slush build up from 
the extra snow just days be-

fore the event. In the end it all 
worked out. It was a great day 
and the event raised $18,560 in 
support of the St. Amant Foun-
dation. Congratulations to all 
the big winners of the day and 
a job well done by event orga-
nizer Ian Young and his crew 
of volunteers who made it all 
happen.

Around The Lake
I couldn’t obtain a complete 

event list by the time I needed 
to submit this report. Howev-
er, a few things that are con-
firmed include:

● Fun Fest July 5 and 6 fea-
turing Wonder Shows and 
fireworks.

● The All Peoples Church 
will feature its annual Kid’s 
Camp Aug. 12-16. This year’s 
theme is “Roar”. 

● Park interpretive event 
information can be found at 
https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/
parks. 

Watch for these and other 
event postings that are shared 
on the Whiteshell Co�agers 
Association and Falcon and 
West Hawk Lakes Facebook 
pages. You can also visit the 
new information kiosk at the 
gate or watch for postings 
around town.

Last thing to mention. I hope 
you’ve all been working hard 
over the winter tuning up your 
hidden talents in preparation 
for taking the stage this sum-
mer at the Busk Stop in Fal-
con Townsite. The stage is set 
and ready to go, and we’re all 
looking forward to some great 
entertainment.

Send Me Your News
Have a great summer and 

be safe! Send me your sto-
ries, pictures and news to 
bamineault@gmail.com

A female lynx wasn’t too bothered by the traffic coming in and out of the 
South East Whiteshell Transfer Station. Her male partner remained watching 
from a distance.

Kaitlyn Podolchuk of Falcon Lake is a busy soccer player and attended 
the Vancouver Whitecaps Soccer Academy Combine.

Buy this space for 
$19.99 and reach 

thousands of cottagers. 
Get cash fast, and clear 
space in the garage or 

boathouse. 

Got a sailboat for 
sale? Boat motor? 

Skis? Fishing gear?,
Water toys? Bikes?

Furniture?

Email your ad to the editor at 
echo@whiteshellcottagers.com

Echo Classifieds
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South Whiteshell Trail Association

Adopt A Trail --- Nature Will Love You for It

LOST LAKE — The wind-
storm viciously plucks a 

huge tree out of the ground 
like it’s a dandelion besmirch-
ing your lawn, and body-slams 
it across the trail, one thud, a 
bounce, dirt clouds, kindling 
defying gravity, and then a sec-
ond thud, and the u�er silence 
of death in the wilderness.

Yikes.
Surely that deceased tree will 

block the Lost Lake Trail for the 
rest of the summer. Too high to 
hurdle, roots and now-horizon-
tal treetop entangled in deep 
bush too daunting to penetrate, 
it will block the trail for a long, 
long time, dashing hopes of idyl-
lic hikes galore.

We’re doomed.
But hang on. Like that’s really 

going to happen, not with Mau-
reen and Dan Barchyn on patrol, 
on the trail, in the woods, look-
ing for trouble, trouble never 
having a chance.

Cue the heroic music, low at 
first, building in intensity as 
Maureen and Dan walk the 
trail, striding to the pounding 
Celtic soundtrack that accompa-
nied Daniel Day Lewis hurtling 
through the forest in Last of the 
Mohicans.

Dan looks left, Maureen looks 
right, they look down in unison 
and there’s the innocent offend-
ing tree.

If a fallen tree is small enough 
to move without revealing their 
superpowers, Maureen and 
Dan do so.  For a tree this big, 
out come their phones to photo-
graph the dead behemoth.

Off go the photos and the co-
ordinates to swtainfo@gmail.
com. The provincial parks staff 
will soon dispatch a crew of 
chainsaw-toting professionals to 
get the path opened up again

Maureen and Dan are Adopt-
a-Trail ambassadors, a group of 
volunteers introduced late last 
summer by the South Whiteshell 
Trail Association.

The ambassadors choose a 
portion of trail for which they’re 
responsible to spot and report 
trail blockages and washouts 
and signage issues, and on rare 
but lamentable occasions, they 
pick up li�er.

“You’re out on the trail check-
ing it out all of the time,” said 
Maureen. “It’s our go-to walk 
when we’re down there, we bike 
it too.”

The Lost Lake Trail covers 
close to six kilometres, with 

some of the highest points in the 
south Whiteshell, running off 
P.R. 312 about two kilometres 
east of Highway 44, past Lost 
Lake towards West Hawk Lake, 
then jogging the longer portion 
towards Howe Bay, with several 
side trails to places such as Wolf 
Point with exquisite views of 
West Hawk Lake.

“It connects the Trans-Canada 
Trail to the Mantario Trail,” she 
explained. “The whole thing is 
considered to be the Lost Lake 
Trail.”

Of li�er there is li�le, Barchyn 
said. “I pick up the occasional 
bo�le or can but not very often.”

Now, it goes without saying 
that no one who loves Whiteshell 
Provincial Park would ever 
dream of li�ering but maybe the 
wind is so strong that it blows 
away your granola bar wrapper 
or a ne’er-do-well beaver grabs 

your sandwich and hightails it 
back to the lodge, carelessly dis-
carding the brown bag along the 
way.

No, the Adopt-A-Trail pro-
gram is mainly about keeping 
an eye on the trail and working 
in cahoots with nature, Barchyn 
said.

For regular SWTA mainte-
nance days, “We have chain-
saws, weed whackers, pruners,” 
she pointed out.

SWTA board members Shawn 
Ke�ner and Caleigh Christie 
have been recruiting ambassa-
dors to the burgeoning program 
since last year, though the idea 
has been kicking around and 
percolating for years.

They got to thinking,  “How 
do we come together to take care 
of the park environment? It’s not 
just the parks department’s re-
sponsibility,” said Ke�ner.

“Last summer was really our 
first time in,” kicking off re-
cruiting by pu�ing up posters 
in environmentally acceptable 
fashion at about 20 trailheads. 
“We started assigning areas and 
routes.”

If you want to adopt a trail, we 
have trails you can adopt right 
this very moment, operators are 
standing by.

But wait, there’s more.
Not everyone has to adopt six 

kilometres as the Barchyns did, 
nor should you be deterred if 
someone else already got to the 
chunk of trail that’s like your 
all-time totally favourite trail in 
the entire world. Sections can be 
shared — the more people, the 
be�er.

By Nick Martin
SWTA Board Member

Hikers on the Lost Lake Trail overlooking West Hawk Lake.

Continued Next Page

At left, a Lost Lake Trail volunteer clean-up crew stops for a photo by a commemorative granite bench, after (at right) clearing a large tree that had fallen 
across the path. There are a number of the benches on trails dedicated to the memory of loved ones. For information email swtainfo@gmail.com.
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And be assured that the ‘adopt’ 
in Adopt-A-Trail makes for a 
catchy program title, but it’s not 
legally or morally binding. It’s 
not like adopting a rescue dog 
from the Winnipeg Humane So-
ciety to give it a forever home. 
You can walk away anytime, 
though a note would be nice. But 
we’re be�ing that once you have 
your trail, you’ll never be able to 
part with it.

“Some people are doing long 
trails,” said Ke�ner, but, “We’ve 
asked people what they’re com-
fortable taking. It doesn’t mat-
ter how many ambassadors we 
have on any one area.”

“We want to start to create an 
environment of ownership,” 
Ke�ner declared. 

The South Whiteshell Trail As-
sociation is developing a map to 
show the trail and where ambas-
sadors are currently working, 
said Ke�ner, who’s in the market 
to get the entire system covered.

Sadly, Ke�ner said, it’s the 
south shore of Falcon at the east 
end, from the boat launch past 
the picnic area and Falcon River 
where folks like to fish, towards 
the town site that is a li�er prob-
lem.  

“Some of the garbage is from 
the recycling containers and 
garbage cage, which fortunately 
the parks department is wisely 
about to move to a more shel-
tered spot. But there is also li�er 
along the roadway, often lots at 
the end of the day when the fish-
ers and picnickers have moved 
on,” she said.

Come on, eh? Love the park 
the way the rest of us do.

“We are constantly picking up 
garbage,” on the south shore of 
Falcon Lake near the garbage 
and recycling centre by the boat 
launch. It’s carried by wind 
when the container is full and 
the lid won’t close tight.

 “Parks is commi�ed to main-

taining the trail for us (so) we 
don’t get encroachment on 
the trail. It’s downfall, (a fallen 
tree) (or) there’s a washout, the 
beavers have been at it again,” 
Ke�ner said. “If we’re able to 
lift a branch off the trail without 
breaking our backs, we’ll do it.”

Brad Mineault lives on the 
south shore of Falcon Lake. Brace 
yourselves, he has horror stories 
to tell.

“I don’t like to see cigare�e 
bu�s on the trail, especially when 
it’s so dry,” said Mineault.

Who would want to see ciga-
re�e bu�s anywhere in the 
Whiteshell, given the fires we’ve 
had, yet Mineault sees them 
amid a plague of garbage on his 
part of the trail, south of Falcon 
Lake from Block 9 to the ski hill. 
Co�agers walking their dogs are 
the culprits he’s seen personally. 
“Keep your smoking to your 
cabin,” he urged.

Mineault cycles the trail, spot-
ting garbage that’s been tossed 
two to eight feet off the trail.

“You’d find plastic water bot-
tles, beer cans, wrappers, ciga-
re�e packages,” said Mineault, 
who urges that the empty con-
tainer should leave with the 
thirsty walker. 

There generally haven’t been 
major tree falls in his area, said 
Mineault, who’ll unleash a veri-
table posse of 11 Adopt-A-Trail 
ambassadors when the entire ex-
tended family is at his cabin. 

He noted as a cautious cyclist 
that some co�agers take baby 
strollers on the trail, but some 
mountain bike riders act as 
though they never expect to find 
anyone else on the trail: “Some 
of these guys just fly, and don’t 
care what side they’re on, don’t 
slow for bends or corners,” said 
Mineault.

Have we mentioned noisy 
machines yet? “No need,” said 
Ke�ner.

“In the past few years, signs 
have appeared at regular inter-

vals, indicating distances and ar-
eas of interest.  Our new signage 
also reminds folks that the trails 
are for biking, hiking, skiing and 
no motorized vehicles are al-
lowed on our beautiful fragile 
trails,” she said. “Motorized ve-
hicles are forbidden on our trail 
system.”

Clare and Brad Refvik live 
back more towards Falcon town, 
where they happily report that 
there’s nary a hint of li�er on the 
three kilometres of trail they pa-
trol.

“We’re talking blocks 18, 19, 
20 on the south side of Falcon 
Lake,” Brad Refvik said. “I ride 
my bike in every morning to get 
my paper at Lumber One.”

When Refvik walks their dog, 
“I take a rake and a handsaw. 
He’s an old dog, not too fast, he 
likes to stop and sniff.”

“There’s always debris on the 
trail; we clear it. There’s lots of 
cyclists on the trail,” who ap-
preciate having a clean ride with 
roots and branches and rocks 
clearly visible.

Trees do come down, said Re-
fvik, who watched in awe one 
calm day as a mature tree just 
suddenly fell, maybe 100 metres 
away.

“I was walking on a calm day 
with the dog. It just suddenly 
gave. This was a living tree,” 
Brad recalled. “Now I know if a 
tree falls in the woods, there’s a 
noise.”

Shawn Kettner on the trail. Peter Harrison comes across a fallen tree. In such cases an Adopt-A-Trail 
volunteer notifies the SWTA to have it safely removed.

Donate to SWTA 
1.Make cheques payable to:  
Manitoba Recreational Trails 

Association Inc.  
3-303 Portage Avenue, 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 2B4
2. Donate on-line: 

www.swtatrails.com or 
www.trailsmanitoba.ca/donate
Indicate which SWTA project 

your donation is for: 
● Penniac Bay Waterside Route 
● Mountain Bike Trail Project 
● Trail Improvements Project
Tax receipts will be issued for 

donations over $20.
Contact the SWTA at 

swtainfo@gmail.com for more 
information or to get involved. 

www.swtatrails.com.

Adopt-a-Trail Program
The South Whiteshell Trail Association’s Adopt-a-Trail Program is 

a low-commitment, volunteer network of South Whiteshell Trail 
users who take ownership on sections of the trail to help with light 
maintenance upkeep and report on larger issues. It’s a chance for 
community members to come together, celebrate the trails and take 
ownership of them while connecting with other enthusiastic trail us-
ers. 

• You adopt a section of the South Whiteshell Trail to keep an eye on, 
preferably one that you travel on often.

• While you use the trail, you will help to clean off small debris such 
as litter and small branches. There is no term commitment to being an 
Ambassador.

• For any larger maintenance needs, you will report them (with pic-
tures) by email to the SWTA by email at swtainfo@gmail.com.

• You will also be in the loop about all the great initiatives that the 
SWTA works on throughout the year, including fun events, trail-build-
ing parties, fundraising drives, group rides/walks and more.

Who can sign up?
Anyone. It doesn’t matter if you are young or old, a local or cot-

tager, a cyclist or hiker, everyone who uses the trails regularly can 
get involved. The only requirement is that you have access to Internet 
so you can submit reports via email or through the SWTA website. It 
certainly helps if you can attach photos, but is not mandatory.

How do I sign up?
Awesome! Please just send an email to swtainfo@gmail.com with 

your name, cell phone number and South Whiteshell address and our 
program coordinator will be happy to give you a call to determine what 
section of trail will be best for you to adopt.

Continued From Page 20
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Cheese Stuffed BBQ Beef Burger
Servings: 8

Ingredients 
8 slices Peppered Havarti or any soft 
cheese (about 3 ounces)
2 lb (1 kg) ground lean beef
1 ½ tsp (7.5 ml)  salt
1 tsp (5 ml) EACH garlic powder and 
Worcestershire sauce
1/4 tsp (1 ml) freshly ground black pepper
8 (4-inch) hamburger buns, split and 
toasted
Bacon, lettuce and tomato toppings

Directions
1. Fold each slice of cheese in half, then in 
half again to form 8 squares, set aside.
2.Place the meat in a large bowl and add the salt, garlic powder, 
Worcestershire, and pepper.
3. Mix with your hands until just evenly combined or add to a stand 
mixer using the paddle attachment.
4. Divide the meat into 16 equal portions and place on a work 
surface.
5. Using your fingertips or a burger press, make 2 portions of the 
meat into 2 rough 1/4-inch-thick patties that are each about 1 inch 
wider in diameter than the hamburger buns.
6. On half of the beef patties place the cheese stacks in the centre 
of each patty.
7. Top the cheese patties with the reserved beef patties and pinch 
to form a tight seal with hands round the beef patty to ensure it is 
sealed and slightly flatten to form one thick beef patty.
8. Repeat with the 7 others and refrigerate while the grill heats up.
9. Heat up the barbecue to medium high heat (375˚F); oil the grill 
with oiled paper towel.
10. Place burgers on the grill and close the lid.
11. Grill 4 minutes per side and flip and repeat.
12. Remove burgers from the grill when fully cooked to 160˚F.
13. Place on a platter tented with foil and allow to cool 5 minutes 
before serving.
14. Serve with toasted buns and assorted toppings.

Gourmet Grilled Beef Dip
Prep: 15 min | Cook: 15 min | Servings: 2 (depending on what 
is leftover, you could double recipe and make 4 sandwiches)

Ingredients 
4 slices crusty white bread – something like a sourdough; you 
want hearty bread for this sandwich
15-20 g smoked gouda
15-20 g extra old cheddar
Both cheeses cut fairly thin to ensure that the cheese melts 
evenly, about 3-4 slices of each per sandwich
Butter, for spreading
Leftover brisket, sliced 1/8”-1/4” thick – about 3-4 slices per 
sandwich

Directions
1. Slice bread into ½” slices. Spread outside of bread with butter.
2. Heat heavy bottomed skillet/cast iron pan over medium heat.
3. Place one slice of each sandwich down on the pan, buttered 
side down. Layer cheese first, then brisket, then the other cheese. 
Lay the second piece of bread on top.
4. Once you’ve flipped the sandwich, press down with a spatula so 
it compacts the sandwich. Fry until the other side is golden brown 
– about 5-10 minutes.
5. You can serve with leftover jus from the slow cooker, warmed.

Grilled Za’atar Chicken Skewers with Tahini 
Sumac Dipping Sauce
Prep: 15 minutes + marinating | Cook: 10 minutes
Servings: 15-20 skewers

Ingredients
2 lbs boneless skinless chicken breasts, filets removed
20 wooden skewers, soaked in water for 30 minutes
4 tsp ground sumac, divided (see below).

Marinade
5 cloves garlic, minced
1 small onion, chopped
6 Tbsp canola oil
3 Tbsp Za’atar spice blend (see below)
juice and zest of one lemon
1 Tbsp chopped fresh rosemary
1 small serrano chili, seeded and minced (use a jalapeño if less 
heat is desired)
2 tsp dried marjoram
sea salt and fresh ground pepper

Tahini Sumac Dipping Sauce
1/4 cup Tahini paste (see below)
Juice of 1/2 lemon
1 clove garlic, minced
1/2 cup plain Greek yogurt
1/2 tsp sea salt

Directions
1. Slice each chicken breast lengthwise into 4-5 strips and place in 
a re-sealable bag.
2. In a medium sized bowl, whisk together all the marinade ingre-
dients.
3. Pour the marinade over the chicken in the bag, seal the bag 
and turn gently so marinade coats all the chicken. Refrigerate for 
30 minutes (or up to 24 hours).
4. In a blender, combine 1 tsp ground sumac and all the dipping 
sauce ingredients; blend until smooth. Add a little water or more 
lemon juice if sauce is a little too thick. Refrigerate until needed 
(can be made a day ahead).
5. Thread the chicken onto the skewers. Throw out the marinade.
6. Heat the grill to medium-high and spray grates with non-stick 
spray. Grill the skewers, turning once, until cooked to 170F (about 
4-5 minutes on each side). Transfer grilled chicken to a serving 
platter.
7. Sprinkle skewers with remaining su-
mac and serve with Tahini Sumac Dipping 
Sauce.

Ground sumac and Za’atar are spices 
often used in Middle Eastern recipes. Look 
for them at spice shops and some bulk 
food stores.

Tahini paste is made from ground sesame seeds. It’s available 
at larger grocery stores, health food stores and some bulk food 
stores.

WHAT’S COOKING?

 Send Us 
Your Favourite 
Cottage Recipes. 

Email 
echo@whiteshellcottagers.com
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Grilled Pineapple Spinach Salad with 
Raspberry Basil Vinaigrette
Servings: 4

Ingredients 
6 slices thick slice bacon, roughly chopped
1 cup (250 ml) fresh raspberries
1 Tbsp (15 ml) honey
1 small shallot, very finely chopped
2 Tbsp (30 ml) white balsamic vinegar
1 Tbsp (15 ml) finely chopped fresh basil
6 Tbsp (90 ml) canola oil
1/8 tsp (0.5 ml) salt
¼ tsp (1 ml) pepper
1 small pineapple, peeled, cored, and quartered lengthwise
1 Tbsp (15 ml) canola oil
1 – 5 oz. (150 g) pkg baby spinach

Directions
1. In small non-stick pan cook bacon until crispy. Drain fat and set 
bacon aside.
2. In small mixing bowl, combine raspberries and honey. Using a 
fork, mash raspberries and honey together.
3. Add shallot, vinegar, and basil and mix well.
4. Slowly add canola oil, whisking continuously, until incorporated.
5. Season with salt and pepper.
6. Preheat gas barbecue to medium high.
7. Brush two quarters of the pineapple with canola oil.
8. Place pineapple on the barbecue and grill for about 5 minutes, 
flipping once and rotating twice, until grill marks appear and pine-
apple has softened. Remove from heat and let cool.
9. Cut pineapple into ½ inch chunks.
10. Place a handful of spinach into the center of each plate.
11. Top with bacon pieces and pineapple chunks.
12. Drizzle with dressing and garnish with fresh raspberries.

Curried Peas with Cream
Servings: 4 to 6

Ingredients  
2 cups (500 ml) frozen peas
1/2 tsp (2 ml) butter
1 tsp (5 ml) EACH minced garlic and minced gingerroot
2 tsp (10 ml) Madras curry paste
1/2 cup (125 ml) whipping cream
1/8 tsp (0.50 ml) salt
1/8 tsp (0.50 ml) pepper

Directions 

1. In a small saucepan, bring 1/2 cup (125 ml) water to a boil .
2. Add peas and simmer for 2 minutes. Strain and set aside.
3. Just before serving, heat butter in the same saucepan over 
medium heat.
4. Add garlic, ginger and sauté for 30 seconds.
5. Add curry paste and cook, stirring, for 30 seconds or until fra-
grant.
5. Add cream and simmer, stirring, for 2 to 3 minutes or until paste 
is incorporated and cream thickens slightly.
6. Return peas to the pan and season with salt and pepper. Stir to 
coat and serve immediately.

Greatest Grilled Caesar Salad
Servings: 4

Ingredients
3 Tbsp (45 ml) canola oil
2 heads Romaine hearts, quartered lengthwise, leaving cores 
attached
1 lemon halved
2 tsp (10 ml) canola oil
6 slices prosciutto, roughly chopped
3 Tbsp (45 ml) canola oil
1 loaf focaccia bread, cut into ¾ inch cubes, to yield 4 cups
¾ cup (175 ml) finely grated asiago cheese
finely grated zest of one lemon
1 Tbsp (15 ml) EACH anchovy paste, balsamic vinegar 
and whole grain mustard
1 tsp (5 ml) Worcestershire sauce
2 garlic cloves, minced
lemon juice from ½ barbecued lemon
1/3 cup (75 ml) grated Asiago cheese
½ cup (125 ml) canola oil
¼ tsp (1 ml) salt
½ tsp (2 ml) black pepper

Directions
1. Brush 3 Tbsp canola oil over romaine lettuce and lemon halves. 
Set aside.
2. In small non-stick frying pan over medium high add 2 tsp canola 
oil. Sauté prosciutto until crispy. Set aside.
2. In large non-stick frying pan over medium high heat, add 3 Tbsp 
canola oil. Add bread cubes to hot oil and sauté to evenly brown.
3. When browned, reduce heat to low and sprinkle with cheese. 
Stir to evenly coat bread cubes.
4. Remove from heat and sprinkle zest over top. Stir to mix. Let 
cool.
5. Preheat gas barbecue to medium heat. Place romaine quarters 
and lemon halves on barbecue and grill for about 2 minutes or 
until grill marks appear on the lettuce and lemon halves, and the 
lettuce has wilted in parts. Rotate once.
6. In small mixing bowl, combine anchovy paste, vinegar, whole 
grain mustard, Worcestershire sauce, garlic and lemon juice from 
one half of the grilled lemon. Whisk to combine.
7. Slowly add the canola oil, while continuously whisking.
8. Add cheese, whisking to mix.
9. Season with salt and pepper.
10. Place lettuce quarters onto a large platter.
11. Top lettuce with crispy prosciutto and croutons and drizzle 
dressing over all.
12. Squeeze last grilled lemon half over all. Serve immediately.

Honey & Beer Marinade
Makes 1 3/4 Cups

Ingredients  
1 cup (250 ml) beer
1/2 cup (125 ml) honey
1/4 cup (60 ml) apple juice
2 tsp (10 ml) Cajun seasoning
salt and pepper to taste

Directions  
Heat apple juice in a saucepan over medium heat.
Stir in honey and mix until smooth.
Remove from heat and stir in beer, Cajun seasoning, 
salt and pepper.

WHAT’S COOKING? 
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Welcome everyone to this 
issue of the Echo. De-

spite the cooler spring I have 
had  five nice weekends here 
at West Hawk. This week-
end, May 5,  started off with 
a li�le rain but is sunny now. 
Also my neighbours on both 
sides, the Toshaks and Clay-
tons, are down. In addition 
my daughter Gayleen has 
returned from Mesa, Ariz., 
and son Paul had his right 
knee replaced six weeks ago. 
They both live in Kenora.

Whiteshell Co�agers 
Association 

Directors Banquet 
On March 20 I a�ended 

the Whiteshell Co�agers As-
sociation banquet for Lake 
Directors and contributors 
to the Echo. I sat with the 
representative from Betula 
Lake, Dave Bell and his wife 
Liz. Also at our table was 
another couple from Betula, 
Kerry and Darcy Davies. 
The dinner was well a�end-
ed. The Director of Parks 
and Protected Spaces for the 
Province of Manitoba, De-
partment of Sustainable De-
velopment, Mr. Rob Nedo-
tia�o,  addressed the crowd 
with an interesting talk. Also 
the Park Specialist for Parks 
and Protected Spaces for the 
Whiteshell, Sue Atkins, ad-
dressed the crowd. At this 
time we are fortunate to have 
excellent communications 
with the government.

Condolences
I do have some sad news, 

however. On April 4 my 
neighbour Doug Hutch-
ings passed away and I at-
tended the funeral on April 
9 in south Winnipeg. A large 
crowd, I estimate about 170, 
was present. It was pleas-
ant to see the West Hawk-
ers there and to talk with the 
family. My condolences to 
all of them. 

Later, on April 14 I received 
the news that Joan Todd had 
passed away. My condolenc-
es to all the family. There 
was a large funeral at the 
Falcon Lake Church on May 
4 which I could not a�end.

Fish Hatchery News
Kevin Dyck at the Fish 

Hatchery said they were 

busy at Falcon Creek col-
lecting walleye eggs. They 
planned to collect 12 million 
eggs. I asked him how they 
count the eggs. Kevin said  
the eggs are stored in one li-
tre containers and they esti-
mate the number of eggs in 
one container, then multiply 
by the number of contain-
ers – I guess that is not too 
hard! 

Kevin also noted that wa-
ter in the lake is not yet flow-
ing over the dam. However 
I learned later that the lake 
is just about at normal sum-
mer level. Also the rain we 
are ge�ing, which has been 
sparse, is welcome especial-
ly to reduce forest fire pos-
sibilities. 

Kevin noted that fishing 
season opened May 11, also 
that the Interpretive Cen-
ter opened on the May long 

weekend, from 10 a.m to 6 
p.m. At the time of this writ-
ing, fishing on the Whiteshell 
River was not yet practical 
due to the lack of water in 
the stream. The boys at the 
hatchery will be stocking all 
the lakes with the trout fry 
which are now ready.

Two New Lake Directors
We have two new West 

Hawk Lake directors that 
have filled vacancies but I do 
not have their names yet. 

Waterskiing in May?
On Sat., May 4, my neigh-

bour was visiting friends in 
the channel to McDougals 
Landing where the ice had 
gone out in the morning. He 
was amazed to see, in the af-
ternoon, a water skier enjoy-
ing the day. He was dropped 
off not too close to the dock 
and must have had a very 
cool swim before he climbed 

out. The water was probably 
about 35F, a dangerous chal-
lenge!

Solar Power
Spoke to Sean Harbo�le of 

CBC Cabins. He stated that it 
was a good but quiet and cool 
spring. He added that his 
solar power system (which 
I have wri�en about in the 
past) is producing well now 
that there is adequate sun-
shine, with the best month 
producing  26 megawa�s.  

Falcon School
In addition I talked to Jen-

nifer at Falcon Lake School 
regarding school activities. 
There is a three day canoe 
trip planned for grade nine 
students June 12 to 14. 

There is a half Manitoba 
Marathon for students in 
Winnipeg June 16. 

Sports Days are June 17 to 
19 and school closes for the 
summer June 27, with clos-
ing ceremony at 10:30 a.m.
Curling Rink Fund Raising

Natalie Rogers advised 
me that funds for the curl-
ing rink ice machine have 
reached $16,000, about half 
of what is required. There 
was a grant of $10,000 from 
Trans Canada Pipeline 
which is very much appre-
ciated. Besides fund raising 
activities already in place, 
the executive are selling ad-
vertising banners (four feet 
by four feet) to businesses to 
be placed in the curling rink. 
Prices are $1,000 for one year 
and $1,500 for two years.

Cold Water Danger
In closing I would like to 

remind all that if you are 
near or on the lake, be care-
ful and wear life jackets. The 
water at this writing is about 
36F and a person in the water 
will remain conscious only 
about six minutes or less. 

Send Me Your News
If you have information 

for the Echo please call me 
at 204-349-2994 or 807-464-
0512. I may also be contacted 
by email at ve4ol@yahoo.ca 
(the o and l in ve4ol are let-
ters). Good fishing!

John Bell
Lot 5 Block 11

West Hawk Lake

By John Bell

Russell Bell and family enjoying summer-like weather at the cottage on April 6.

Liz and Dave Bell of Betula Lake were two of my tablemates at the Whiteshell 
Cottagers Association Banquet March 20.



MAY LONG WEEKEND 
TO THE END 

OF SEPTEMBER
St. Gabriel & St. Marcien Chapel
Falcon Lake, Whiteshell Provincial Park

Roman Catholic Summer Chapel
Bilingual Masses Sundays at 10:30 A.M.
May Long Wknd. to Sept. Long Wknd.

Come Join Us-All welcome
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Camp Nutimik — Timeless Memories

Looking across the field at the 
rising sun over the lake, I can 

almost hear the laughter and 
commotion of campers lining 
up in their cabin groups in front 
of Lakeside Hall. They often at-
tempt the most creative, quietest 
or straightest line-up in hopes to 
be let in first. There are always a 
few campers with jokes in their 
back pockets hoping that laugh-
ter will get their cabin in first for 
the meal. 

Why couldn’t the clock be kept in 
jail? Because time was always 

running out!
What time is it when you sit 

on a pin? Spring time!
Why shouldn’t you tell secrets 

when a clock is around? 
Because time will tell!

The jokes are always followed 
by many groans and much 
laughter among the campers 
and staff. Our spring staff are on 

site already, planning, de-win-
terizing skill areas and prepping 
for the summer program. The 
many conversations and plan-
ning meetings for the upcoming 
camping season always bring 
up memories of the seasons past 
and those memories that are 
timeless.

Timeless is a word that is hard 
to explain — “not restricted to a 
particular time or date,” ... “not 
affected by the passage of time 
or changes of environment,” ... 
“has a value that is not limited to 
a particular period,” ... “without 
beginning or end.”

If you look up the defini-
tion, each dictionary will have 
a slightly different perspective, 
and yet, it is a word that holds so 
much value. 

This summer, our 65th anniver-
sary year at Camp Nutimik, we 
are embracing the theme of time-
less. Timeless adventures, time-
less truths, timeless fun, timeless 
memories for years to come. 

So I find myself trying to keep 
up with time though it never 
stops to wait; wrestling with 
time while it always seems to 
bring changes; trying to slow 
time down though it never loses 
pace; and coming to terms with 
time, though it’s  just beyond 
reason. And then I realize, while 
time seems to be the frustration, 

it’s all in how I approach it. It’s 
time that has allowed the people 
in my life to speak to me mak-
ing me who I am today, and it is 
time that allows us to move into 
this upcoming camping season, 
welcoming another group of 
campers into what will one day 
be to them, timeless.

Buy this space for 
$19.99 and reach 

thousands of cottagers. 
Get cash fast, and clear 
space in the garage or 

boathouse. 

Got a sailboat for 
sale? Boat motor? 

Skis? Fishing gear?,
Water toys? Bikes?

Furniture?

Email your ad to the editor at 
echo@whiteshellcottagers.com

Echo Classifieds

West Hawk 
United Church

(Highway 44 near TransCanada Exit)

Regular Sunday Worship
from the May Long Weekend 

to Thanksgiving 11:00 am

WHUC also hosts special events, 
study groups, and services 

throughout the year.
Call Betty Ann at 204-349-8022 

or 431-335-6998
 for more information on events 

and services 
or to inquire about hall rental.

By Nancy Paschke

You can 
write for the 
Whiteshell 

Echo
We welcome 
contributors 
from across 

Whiteshell Park, 
students to 

seniors. 
Contact the editor 

by email at

echo@
whiteshellcottagers.

com
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Betula Lake 

The long winter has 
wrapped up and the po-

lar vortex is but a memory.
Lake Levels

Block 3’s Tom Cutts 
has filled me in on recent 
Whiteshell Cottagers Asso-
ciation  discussions regard-
ing the rather low water lev-
els Betula experienced last 
summer. This issue goes 
back to the 1960s and it is 
probably time to update all 
of you on some details.

All the lakes upstream of 
Betula have control dams 
which are adjusted by add-
ing or deleting timbers as 
needed. Betula is left to en-
joy whatever water is left 
from the spillover from 
White Lake, Jessica and oth-
ers upstream. Some years it 
is clearly not enough.

Block 2’s Pat Silver has 
long been active monitor-
ing lake levels and report-
ing them to Parks and WCA 
officials. Here are just a few 
numbers from the last few 
years:

2016 2017 2018
Spring 988.6 988.5 987.25

Summer 989.0 987.4 988.1
Fall 988.8 987.5 988.0

Measurements in feet above sea level.

Many consider 2016 lev-
els to be much better with 
cleaner water, less algae is-
sues and less of a ‘hot tub 
feeling’ in mid summer.  
Boat launch ramp issues 
were also lessened by a few 
more inches of water.

I have included pictures 
of the two dams that stop 
our water levels from drop-
ping even lower. Interest-
ingly the two dams are at 
different heights.  Official-
ly their heights are at 988.0’  
and 987.8’. My observa-
tions and photos cast some 
doubts on these numbers 
but I have not carefully 
checked them. Some opin-
ions I share would be that 
both dams should be at the 
same (higher) height and 
some adjustability would 
be nice in a high water 
year. A committee of WCA 
and Parks representatives 

are currently designing a 
survey to question Betula 
cottagers on their opinions 
as to what action should be 
taken on our water level is-
sues. Our hope is that some 
kind of overall consensus 
can be reached. Stay tuned!

Neighbour News
One of my major news col-

lectors is our Betula Lake 
Resort Chief Operating Of-
ficer Lucille Fontaine.

Lucille and daughter Do-
reen Perron filled me in on 
the winter hockey accom-
plishments of Doreen’s son,  
Jayden. Jayden has left a 
trail of goals and smashed 

records playing for the 
Winnipeg Warriors AAA 
Bantam team. The Warriors 
set a team record winning 
their city league with a 
stunning record of 30 wins, 
three losses and one tie 
followed by an eight-win 
sweep of their playoffs.   
Jayden not only was named 
to the league All Star Team 
but was also recognized as 
the league’s top forward. 
Other accolades have fol-
lowed including invitations 
to showcase his skills at the 
Ivy Shootout at Princeton 
University in July, and a Du-
luth, Minnesota Bull Dog’s 

Camp. Jayden trains under 
the coaching of Evolution 
Hockey’s Riley Dudar and 
maintains an honours level 
standing in his grade eight 
studies at Churchill High 
School. Congratulations 
Jayden on a terrific winter!

And Doreen Perron has 
informed me that her old-
er son David is starting  a 
small business venture cut-
ting lawns for folks in the 
Whiteshell Park.  If you are 
in need of this type of ser-
vice you can contact David 
at: daperenterprises.ca

By Dave Bell 

Jayden Perron receiving All Star Award and all of his Warriors championship teammates.

At left, dam (built 1964) with water spilling over on May 8, 2018. Right, second dam sitting high and dry, also 
May 8, 2018.
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Sailing season is underway! 
The Falcon Yacht Club 

has planned a terrific activity 
schedule with something for 
all levels of sailing experience, 
including those new to the 
sport. In addition to the usual 
weekend dinghy racing, the 
club has planned three keel-
boat races (everyone should 
be on the water in a boat), two 
skill development clinics, two 
clinics to learn how to drive 
the rescue boats, a catamaran 
cup series, continuation of the 
ladies’ Learn to Sail along with 
a weekday (Wednesday) ladies 
racing program, plus the usual 
barbecues and, of course, the 
Commodore’s Cup and eve-
ning barbecue on Aug. 24.

Significant events can be 
found on the calendar section 
of our newly revamped website 
at www.falconyachtclub.ca. 

In addition to the calendar, 
the website includes: a down-
loadable membership form, 
club by-laws, the member re-
sponsibility policy, a list of 
board members and a mem-
bership list. We’re also active 
on Facebook and Instagram. 

Sail Manitoba’s 
Mobile Sailing School

Sail Manitoba’s Mobile Sail-
ing School will be at FYC from 
July 15 to 19. The youth pro-
gram will run in the mornings 
followed by the Ladies Learn 
To Sail Program in the after-
noons. A weekend Intro to Sail-
ing Course will be held July 13 
and 14. Be sure to invite your 
friends and colleagues. Reg-
istration and payment can be 
done directly on the website 
(www.falconyachtclub.ca).

Falcon Yacht Club welcomes 
people who want to come out 
and sail. Check us out at our 
location at Faloma. There are 
sure to be members around 
on weekend afternoons 

The club would welcome a 
Falcon Lake enthusiast with a 
motor boat to help with com-
mi�ee or rescue boat services, 
especially for our ladies’ race 
series on Wednesdays. Past 
sailing experience would be 
an asset. It’s fun to be on the 
race course helping our Learn 
to Sail racers! Training on sail 
race and rescue will be pro-
vided. Volunteers are also  
welcome to participate in club 
social events.

Please contact Falcon 
Yacht Club by email at:
info@falconyachtclub.ca

From the Falcon 
Yacht Club

Falcon Yacht Club Has an Exciting Season Planned

West Hawk Yacht Club

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
Are you an ‘Old Salt’ or 

a motor boat enthusiast?
Do you have an idle motor boat?

Do you have some spare time 
this summer?

Do you like to promote 
Falcon Lake Community 
Youth and Adult Sport?

Falcon Yacht Club needs you! 
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Nutimik lake

On May 5 there was one very 
small pile of snow left in 

Block 4, and except for that pile, 
the snow had all melted and all 
the ice was off the lake. So far 
this year the water is high off 
the main beach at Nutimik, the 
rock ridge is under water. We 
did have a cold winter (I think I 
say that every year), but that just 
makes our summers that much 
be�er.

For the past few weekends 
there have been cabin owners 
coming out to open their cab-
ins for the summer. Snow birds 
are returning for the season and 
seasonal campers have been 
checking out their sites and get-
ting them ready for opening 
weekend. Although I do like the 
peacefulness of the winter and 
spring, it will be nice to have fa-
miliar faces back in the area.  My 
kids are especially excited to get 
the Nutimik Gang back together 
again. By the time this article is 
printed, I am sure Nutimik will 
be in full swing again.

The Nutimik store opened 
for the season at the beginning 
of May. Their hours are posted 
on their website (h�p://nutimik.
mb.ca/).  We already checked it 
out, and the store is fully stocked. 
There are new hats, clothing and 
décor, as well as all your food 
and drink needs. My kids al-
ready purchased their favourite 
new Nutimik sweaters. Creek-
side Takeout will be open again 
this year featuring homemade 
burgers, fries and much more.  
Tim, the new chef, and his wife 

Kim will have Creekside open 
May Long Weekend!  

At the end of March my fam-
ily and I hiked Sturgeon Falls 
trail.  The path was still cov-
ered in snow, but at least it 
was hard enough that we were 
able to walk on top of it and 
not sink through with every 
step.  We enjoy this trail as it is 
easy enough for the girls and it 
makes for a nice day. At the end 
of the hike, we were able to sit 
on the bench, have a snack and 
enjoy the views.  Sometime in 
April the gate on the road to 
get down to the trail was closed 
to stop traffic from turning off 
the highway and driving down 
the road into the new Nutimik 
campground while the frost was 
coming out of the ground.  This 
also stopped anyone from hik-
ing Sturgeon Falls trail, as you 
couldn’t drive up to the start of 
the trail.  You would have had to 
park your car on the side of the 
highway, and walk to the trail. 
Luckily, there are other trails 
nearby, if someone did drive out 
to the Whiteshell for the day and 
planned to hike Sturgeon Falls.  

Thank you to all the people 
who organize and collect for the 
roads to be cleared in winter.  It 
made coming out to the lake easy 
and it is greatly appreciated.

I hope you have all been enjoy-
ing the few warm sunny days 
we have had over spring. Al-
though there was snow today 
(May 6), I have a feeling that 
warm weather is on the way!  If 
you have any stories or pictures 
you wish to share, please email 
me at kerrilaw@mymts.net.

By Kerri Pleskach

Left to right, Dave, Addison and Rorie taking a break on the way back.

Rorie in front, Addison following, on the Sturgeon Falls Trail.

Addison and me. 

The 
Whiteshell Echo 

Accepts 
Obituaries 

and In Memoriams

Rates Available Upon Request
Contact the Editor By email 

At echo@
whiteshellcottagers.com



Well spring has finally ar-
rived. Or has it? As I write 

this during the last week of April, 
the ice is still thick on the lake 
with water along the shores just 
barely beginning to show. This 
spring was a long, cold one and 
I know that co�agers are itch-
ing to get out to the lake. It ap-
pears that our warm season will 
be shortened this year. But we 
are a hardy lot, and lake season 
will be ours to enjoy as co�agers 
busy themselves with the chores 
of preparing the cabin for the 
summer season. This will be the 
year that we must take advan-
tage of each and every beautiful 
day and enjoy it to the fullest!

Although long forgo�en, the 
past winter saw many enjoying 
the peacefulness of the lake and 
the many activities that go along 
with the whiteness. Ice fishing 
seemed to draw many folks from 
their cabins along with friends 
and folks from afar. March 16 
saw Tim Torch taking his shack 
off the lake with one last shot of 
his lovely Rosemary posing for 
the event. 

Poker Derby
The annual poker derby in 

February was a rewarding one 
for Ma� Richardson as he held 
the high hand with five fives. A 
lucky draw with a happy win-
ner. Congrats Ma�! 

Annual St. John’s
The annual St. John’s ice fish-

ing fun in March was a rousing 
success with approximately 25 
participants. But alas the elusive 
pike and pickerel outsmarted 
them all with nary a fish caught! 
Be�er luck next time!

Easter Bunny Sighting! 
Yes, a few of the folks out for 

the Easter weekend stepped out 
their door to find eggs, choco-
late and bunny paw prints. No 
bunny loves you like that Easter 
bunny. He will find you wher-
ever you are!

Road Work Ahead?
The roads! What about those 

roads? Well the good news is 
that the provincial government 
has finally recognized the dire 
condition of the south shore 
road. They have budgeted this 
year to fix it! Yea! I am hopeful 
that they will see fit to extend the 
work down the Block 4 road to 
the store as this is such a safety 
concern for us all. But, a huge 
sigh of relief and thank you to all 

who have got this much needed 
repair going. If you are travelling 
on the 307 at Seven Sisters, you 
will notice some improvements 
to the highway, with a few tricky 
frost boils. (That’s what my hus-
band calls them). Caution is al-
ways advisable. Keep your car 
and self safe. 

Campground Gate
 This spring we also noted that 

a gate has been placed across the 
entrance to the campground. It 
was locked so that cars were un-
able to drive through.  I am sure 
that it will be opened in time for 
fishing season as fishermen will 
want to access the boat launch. 

Boat Launch
Hopefully the boat launch will 

be in be�er shape this year. Ar-
eas of exposed rebar were no-
ticeable last year. I know I con-
stantly speak of safety, but that 
is a hazard to folks hopping into 
the water to guide boats and can 
also damage boats or trailers. Be 
careful! 

Fishing Season
Fishing season will be opening 

with the anticipation of all an-
glers hoping to snag the big one. 
Remember to have your fishing 
licenses on hand while fishing. 
Park passes can be purchased at  
Whiteshell Lake Resort (South 
Shore) and Big Whiteshell Lodge 
(North Shore). 

Summer Reading
Liberty at Whiteshell Lake Re-

sort will once again have a good 
supply of gently used books to 
share or buy for those summer 

readers. 
It will be hard not to notice the 

many changes at Big Whiteshell 
Lake Lodge on the north shore. 
New owners Gary and family 
have invested much time and 
equity to develop a resort to 
meet the needs of outdoor fun 
for all ages. A new store with 
gas, groceries, liquor, ice cream, 
milkshakes, boat rentals (includ-
ing a pontoon boat), cabins and 
more will greet you as you drive 
up. Come and meet the amicable 
owners. They welcome sugges-
tions to make your vacation des-
tination a pleasurable one! You 
will be surprised at the many 
changes they have made to make 
it a family-friendly resort!
 

Blueberries
For the seasonal blueberry 

pickers at the lake, I am sure that 
we will have to wait a bit longer 
than usual to get to the ripened 
berries. This spring has been ter-
ribly slow to warm up. Hopeful-
ly a warm June will bring those 
berries to life.

Congratulations
On a social note, congratu-

lations to Sean and Elise 
Humphries of Block 5 on the 
birth of Hugh, a li�le brother for 
Eamon and Maeve. 

New Beginnings
Spring is a time of new begin-

nings. We look forward to reac-
quainting with lake friends we 
haven’t seen over the winter 
months. We say good-bye to 
folks who may have moved on, 
hello to folks who have moved 
in, and we’ll celebrate the cher-
ished memories of those who 
have passed on. 

Whiteshell Co�agers 
Association Representatives 

Needed
Just a reminder to cabin own-

ers, we still need a representative 
or two to serve as lake directors. 
If you are interested please con-
tact the president of the WCA. 
Tannis Fries continues to be 
our voice and it is always nice 
to have a couple more voices at 
the table to represent our needs. 
Thanks for your continued sup-
port Tannis 

In closing, I hope that you all 
enjoy this summer to the fullest. 
May our stringers and baskets 
be full, and our lake be a safe 
playground for all to enjoy. See 
you on the water!
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Big Whiteshell Lake

Tim Torch took his ice fishing shack off the lake on March 16 but his wife 
Rosemary, above, didn’t seem to notice.

By Pat Fulcher

The ice on Big Whiteshell Lake at the Easter weekend.
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Dorothy Lake

In mid-February we wel-
comed more house guests 

as Henk’s nephew Peter and 
his Canadian wife JoAnne ar-
rived from Amsterdam. We 
had just met last spring as we 
visited his sister. Growing up 
with Scouts and Guides they 
still volunteer today with 
Scouting in the Netherlands. 
Peter even received recogni-
tion from the Queen. Both are 
nature lovers and wanted to 
get to know where we live.

The first day was low-key, 
with some basking in the 
sun in our Adirondak chairs, 
a heap of snow forming the 
back ground. They decided to 
check the disappearing ice ev-
eryday with a pictorial record, 
even including a 360 degree 
shot. We visited Opapiskau, 
where the water prevented 
us from walking around the 
peninsula. We took the long 
way round Pine Point Trail, 
stopping on the rocky over-
look point where the winds 
were softly sighing through 
the tree tops. We hit the usu-
al watery sections caused 
by spring thaw, but the sun 
was shining brightly and the 
Whiteshell River was running 
swiftly down the rock forma-
tions. On the way back we 
stopped at the Petroforms, the 
ceremonial grounds of First 
Nations. This time we noticed 
a new element amongst the 
usual offerings, as a number 
of trees were adorned by pret-
ty bright red dresses, some 
slim as for young women. We 
wondered whether they were 
to commemorate those who 
have gone missing.

We had to skip the walk 
to Sturgeon Falls as camp 
grounds were still closed for 
traffic until well into May — a 
pity. So we ventured North to 
Gimli, and continued on to 
Hecla Island. This is one of 
our favorites, as we used to 
take the ferry to get there, then 
tented in the campground 
at the very point. Today it is 
changed into a rest area with 
a striking look-out tower. 
The ice extended past Black 
Island in a brilliant silvery 
expanse contrasting with the 
blue sky and the large stand 
of birches reaching up from 

below. Lunch at the resort, 
after the Easter weekend, was 
a welcome break. There were 
no other diners, the terrace 
and adjacent golf-course still 
closed, and not a barn swal-
low in sight. Apparently more 
eagles now, and we spo�ed 
one.

Point du Bois, another part 
of the Whiteshell was impres-
sive, and we walked many of 
the paths closer by.

Eager to see the back side 
of Black Island, we planned 
a picnic at Pelican Inlet, for-
merly Pelican Harbor, at 
the East side of the lake. We 
stopped at the Powerview 
Dam, where the noise of the 

water was as impressive as 
the huge  ice masses cling-
ing to the sides and the biting 
cold hi�ing uncovered hands. 
Passing Manigotogan we me-
andered north and found our 
target area changed in that 
we could not find the large 
flat rock where we ate lunch 
years ago. So we drove on to 
Seymourville, and had a deli-
cious hot tailgate lunch. I say 
“delicious” as Jo Anne cooked 
it, and most dinners during 
their stay. 

Because our friends are 
vegetarians, and also don’t 
eat meat substitutes, I felt 
lost planning meals without 

a meat ‘anchor.’ After filling 
the fridge with vegetables, 
fruits, herbs and all varieties 
of cheeses I had no trouble 
giving JoAnne a free hand 
in the kitchen. Especially af-
ter finding out that she had 
taken training in all ma�ers 
culinary, had apprenticed in 
many locations including Ja-
pan, and had cooked at the 
Banff Springs Hotel. No won-
der we, including Henk, a 
meat and potatoes man, were 
much impressed with her 
gourmet vegetarian dishes, 
and have decided to carry on 
in this vein.

By Inge Scholte

Our visitors being vegetarians, I had no trouble giving JoAnne a free hand in the kitchen. In picture at right and  
below, the winter gives way to the arrival of spring, including, on the next page, a burst of new colour,
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Dorothy 
Lake 
in 

Bloom

Picture by Henk Scholte of Dorothy Lake shows the Prairie Crocus 
in bloom along the Pine Point Trail. See this issue’s Dorothy Lake 

report on page 30.

Next Echo Deadline 
is July 1, 2019 
for the August 

2019 issue
Contact The Editor 

at
echo@whiteshellcottagers.

com 

You can write for 
the Whiteshell 

Echo
We welcome contributors 

from across 
Whiteshell Park, 

students to seniors. 
Contact the editor at:

echo@whiteshellcottagers.
com
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2019 Photo Contest
Photo above by Stephanie Wood of Jessica Lake was the Fourth 
Prize winner in the Nature Category of the 2018 Whiteshell Cottagers 
Association Photo Contest. For details and entry form for this year’s 
contest, with more than $700 in prizes, see page 12.


