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Message from
Manitoba’s
Director of
Parks and
Protected Spaces,
Rob Nedotiafko

President’s Report
By Ronald S. Smith, WCA President

T

he promise of spring is in the plans to work in a close partnership
s the Director of Parks and Protected
air! TIME TO HEAD TO WPP with our Chamber of Commerce to
Spaces for Manitoba Sustainable De- TO RENEW FAMILY BONDING continue to enhance our family exvelopment it is my pleasure to write to you AT THE COTTAGE!
periences in the Park.
with my ﬁrst ever message in the Whiteshell
For many reasons 2018 is, and will
The Manitoba Provincial Parks
Echo. Now that we are oﬃcially into the continue to be, an extremely excit- Cabin Owners Association (MPspring season, with a long cold winter be- ing and enriching time to be a cot- PCOA), of which your WCA is a
hind us, it is probably fair to say that we tage owner and/or stakeholder in charter member, continues its regare all gearing up for another summer sea- our beautiful Whiteshell Provincial ular consultations with the Provinson out at the lake. I have long realized how Park, and be�er yet to be a member cial Government with the objective
important Whiteshell Provincial Park is to of your Whiteshell Co�agers Asso- of achieving a fair and sustainable
so many people. It is also a special place ciation! Our local Whiteshell Cham- fee structure for co�age owners in
for me and my family as we have regularly ber of Commerce partnered in Jan- Manitoba Provincial Parks. These
camped, boated and ﬁshed throughout the uary 2018 with Travel Manitoba in consultations are and have been
park for many years. We are not co�agers, a jointly funded New Whiteshell vital and seemingly led to the Jan.
but it is fair to say that the commonality be- Area Brand to make the WPP more 12 announcement by our Sustaintween my family and yours is that we all a�ractive to tourism. What this able Development Minister Honcherish the many wonderful natural and means exactly needs clarity which ourable Rochelle Squires that there
cultural heritage experiences that the park will become known as further dehas to oﬀer. If I could deﬁne one focused tails become available but WCA
Continued on page 3
aspect of my work as Director it is with the
word ‘experience’, as I strive to ensure that
gage with and meet co�agers, commercial operators, spewe continue to manage, maintain and create positive experiences in provincial parks, for all Manito- cial consideration organizations and the South Whiteshell
Chamber of Commerce to collaboratively address ma�ers
bans and visitors, for many years to come.
Myself and my colleagues from Parks and Protected Spac- throughout the park. Key to all these engagements for myes Branch in Winnipeg, the Lac du Bonnet Regional Oﬃce self and my colleagues is that we remain open, transparand the Whiteshell Park District Oﬃces in Falcon Lake and ent and collaborative,
Continued on page 4
Seven Sisters continue our ongoing eﬀorts to regularly en- all while maintaining
a professional “serve
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President’s Report cont’d From Page 1
would be an extension
of the service and lease
fee moratorium for an
additional two years
through to July 2020.
I, along with other
members of MPPCOA,
were present at that
news conference in
Minister Squires’ Legislature Oﬃce. WCA
Past President, Daniel Klass, Chair of the
MPPCOA Commi�ee
tasked with negotiating a fair funding formula, spoke with reporters and brought
forward a key fact

which the reporters did
NOT seem to be aware
of. The reporters had
relentlessly challenged
the government’s wisdom in extending the
freeze when present
service fees collected
were supposedly some
$700,000-plus
short
of covering the cost
of operating the WPP
and hence, giving the
impression that Manitoba taxpayers were
subsidizing the cost
of operating our park.
Mr. Klass was quick
to refute this myth,
informing the
reporters
that
The Whiteshell
if co�age lease
Echo
is published by the Whiteshell
fees (excluding
Cottagers Association Incorporated
other
sources
of revenue such
President
as park passes)
Ronald S Smith
were included
in the service
President Elect
Alan Roberts
fees
collected
ﬁgure, revenues
Past President
collected from
Daniel Klass
co�age owners
would be a few
Vice President
Jacques Nault
million dollars
greater than the
Treasurer
cost of operatJill McGavin
ing the park.
The funding forSend address changes to
mula proposed
1975 Corydon Ave.
Suite 2D
by
MPPCOA
Winnipeg, MB R3P 0R1
is a cost recovPhone/Fax
ery concept like
1 (204) 487-0556
the current SasEmail
wca@whiteshellcottagers.com
katchewan Parks
(see form on this page)
model, meaning
that all revenues
Echo Committee
Bruce Wagg Co-chair
collected from
Sharon Philp Co-chair
stakeholders in
Glenda Peacock
the park would
Teresa Lopata
Ida Reichardt
be reinvested in
Karen Kaplen
the park to oﬀset
Dawne Kepron
park operating
Joann Shields
expenditures.
Tom Walker
Sandra Kline
If this funding
Articles in the Echo are not
formula
were
official statements of the WCA
accepted there
unless indicated.
would be suﬃThe Echo is published five times a
cient resources
year and mailed in the first week of
April, June, August, October and
to contribute to
December.
the needed capiNext Issue
tal projects reJune 2018
quired to repair
Deadline: May 1, 2018
the park’s crumEditor
bling infrastrucJames Buchok
ture! On Dec. 13,
Phone: (204) 831-7274
2017 I wrote to
Email: jbuchok@mymts.net
Minister Squires
www.whiteshellcottagers.com
requesting infraPublication Agreement
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project funding in the
2018/19 ﬁscal year Provincial Operating Budget based upon revenues collected from
WPP stakeholders.
MPPCOA AGM
In early June, the
Whiteshell Co�agers
Association will be
hosting the second Annual General Meeting
of the MPPCOA. The
ﬁrst AGM was held
last June in the Duck
Mountain Provincial
Park and hosted by
the Duck Mountain
Co�age Owners Association. This event will
bring MPPCOA Executive Commi�ee members from seven other
Manitoba Provincial
Parks to our Park to
meet and visit some of
the historical treasures
and a�ractions that
highlight our park.
WCA
Directors Banquet
On Wed., March 21,
the WCA held its annual banquet to thank
the many volunteers
who contributed to
your association’s operation over the past
year. WCA Directors
and their partners,
Honorary
Directors,
Echo lake writers and
Echo proofreaders were
present. Also a�ending, as our guests, were
Provincial Department
of Sustainable Development colleagues Rob
Nedotia�o, Director
of Parks and Protected Spaces; Greg Legall, North Whiteshell
Park Supervisor; Geoﬀ
Smith, Regional Field
Supervisor; Brad Kiedyk, South Whiteshell
Park Supervisor; and
Sue Atkins, Regional
Park Specialist.
Co�age Country
Lake and Cabin Show
Your WCA had a
booth at the Co�age
Country Lake and
Cabin Show March 2325 at Red River Exhibition Park to meet and
chat with co�age owners and show guests.

Whiteshell Co�agers
Association
Annual General Meeting
Tuesday, April 17, 2018
**NEW LOCATION**
My Church

formerly Immanuel Pentecostal Church

955 Wilkes Ave., Winnipeg
Meeting 7 p.m. ; Whiteshell
merchants will exhibit products and services starting 5 p.m.
Avoid lineups and renew your membership
online at www.whiteshellcottagers.com or
print and mail in your request. There is also
a membership application on page 14 you
can fill-out and bring to the AGM.

Many WCA board
members took shifts
at our WCA booth to
answer questions and
provide updates regarding current WPP
news. Cheryl Bryant,
chair of our Events
Commi�ee, along with
support from Lee Hurton, WCA Administrator did an excellent job
of reserving and se�ing
up our booth. If you
have a passion, desire
and/or experience to
organize events, please
step forward to work
on this important commi�ee.
WCA AGM April 17
Our Whiteshell Cottagers Association will
hold its Annual General Meeting Tues., April
17 at ‘My Church”
(formerly known as
Immanuel Pentecostal
Church) at 955 Wilkes
Ave. Honourable Rochelle Squires, Minister
of the Department of
Sustainable Development will be a�ending.
Other invited guests
are Rick Wowchuk,
MLA for Swan River,
Dennis Smook, MLA
for LaVerendrye, Rob
Nedotia�o, Director,
Parks and Jack Ellio�,
President, MPPCOA.
Many have asked why
WCA would move
from the Club Regent
Events Centre to a different venue. The main
reason is cost and our
cost-conscious stewardship of WCA funds.

Does saving $8,000
make it a good choice?
The new venue has all
the needed equipment
and se�ing to facilitate
WCA’s requirements.
My Good Fortune
to Serve as President
I have been very fortunate to serve as your
president these past
two years with the support of a very motivated, skilled, energetic
and creative-thinking
executive council. I
have also witnessed
and experienced a positive change of a�itude
and atmosphere in our
relationship with the
Provincial Government
— both our elected and
departmental oﬃcials.
To work with Rob Nedotia�o, Director of
Parks and Protected
Spaces, a progressive,
accommodating, motivated and determined
individual who not
only talks about respect, trust and fairness
but exhibits these qualities, has been a very rewarding and enriching
experience. Although
much work remains to
be completed to achieve
a fair and sustainable
fee structure, the solid
foundation engineered
by my predecessors
has paved this way
forward. I believe that
confrontation results
in winners and losers

Continued on page 4
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Message from Manitoba’s Director of Parks cont’d from page 1
the client” ethic and a
focus towards achieving positive results and
outcomes in our ongoing management of the
park.
We have worked
closely with Whiteshell
Co�agers Association
(WCA) President Ron
Smith to address several co�aging ma�ers
or issues requiring our
coordinated a�ention
and resolve between
Manitoba Parks and
the WCA. In this regard, I extend my sincere appreciation and
gratitude to Ron for
his excellent work in
representing
co�agers during his term
as Association President. Ron’s Presidency comes to an end in
May, but I am sure Ron

will continue to remain
a positive force for the
WCA in his future role
as Past President.
At this time, I would
also like to acknowledge and extend my
well wishes to Alan
Roberts by way of his
incoming role as WCA
President. I look forward to working with
both Alan and Ron in
their ongoing roles
with the Association.
As outlined by the
Honourable Rochelle
Squires, Minister of
Sustainable Development, in her Whiteshell
Echo message to you
this past December,
we have certain road
repair and dredging
projects occurring in
the park this coming
summer. Since then,

government’s
Budget 2018 recently announced further signiﬁcant investment in
Whiteshell Provincial
Park including $1.6
million to design and
construct a new wastewater lagoon servicing
the South Whiteshell
area. Investment will
also be made in a new
washroom and shower
building and upgrades
to the water treatment system at Big
Whiteshell Lake campground.
However, our department’s priority parks
mandate includes our
ongoing collaborative
engagement with the
Manitoba Provincial
Park Cabin Owners Association (MPPCOA)
towards achieving our

shared future goal of
a fair and sustainable
model for the collection
of co�age lease and service fees. We continue
to regularly meet with
and conduct meaningful discussions with
the MPPCOA, including WCA representation. In the near future,
we plan to expand our
discussions to include
all provincial park
co�agers from across
the province in further working towards
achieving our shared
goal and mandate.
As I write to you
about the Whiteshell,
I now feel the urge to
head out to the garage
and start readying
the boat, ﬁshing and
camping gear in anticipation of my family’s

planned spring and
summer outdoor pursuits. In doing so I will
surely gaze at my wall
map of Whiteshell Provincial Park and dream
of the amazing places
and experiences my
family is to enjoy in the
park this coming year.
With that, I hope that
you and your family
also truly enjoy amazing experiences at the
lake and in the park
this coming spring and
summer season – play
safe and have fun! I
thank you for this opportunity to contribute
to the Whiteshell Echo
and I will certainly
write to you again in
future.Take care and
talk soon. Cheers!

President’s Report Cont’d From Page 3
but meaningful consultation
can result in winners and
winners. Meaningful consultation seems to be leading the
way!
The WCA Needs You
Your Whiteshell Co�agers Association needs you,
as a co�age owner, to represent your lake on the board.
To optimize our lake experience we must continue,
along with our neighbors
and fellow stakeholders, to
return our lakes to one large
happy and thriving community where co�age owners
have FUN, and, respect, not
ﬁght, one another! Did you
know that WPP is the only
Provincial Park in Manitoba
that has/needs an Advisory
Board (WAB) to hear and settle grievances between stakeholders? WCA needs your
skills and passion to replace
Directors that have worked
tirelessly and diligently on
your behalf for many years.
WCA should not risk being known as an “old boys
club”— only a healthy turnover will prevent that. New
faces, fresh energy and fresh
ideas will keep this organization dynamic in its role
of advocacy on behalf of all
co�age owners. WCA could
contract to have work done
for which our co�age own-

ers have the required skills,
but such expenditures would
only increase the cost of your
membership fees. Volunteer work is FUN and personally rewarding so please
step forward, there is too
much at stake to sit on the
sidelines. Please contact Lee
Hurton, WCA Administrator
at wca@whiteshellco�agers.
com, or 204-487-0556, or any
Lake Director, or myself at
ronaldssmith@hotmail.com
at 204-269-5873 today. We
would love to hear from you!
A short bio describing your
skills/work background and
passions/hobbies would help
us assess what role or commi�ee you might be interested in joining. Last year six
co�age owners stepped forward to join the board.
Six Objectives
In my June, 2017 report following our May AGM, I set
out six objectives for this
membership year. I provide
the status on that Work Plan
as follows:
1. MPPCOA to continue
negotiations with the Provincial Government based upon
the founding principles of
fair and sustainable fees;
transparency of records; and,
partnership building based
upon trust and respect.
Status: Work is in progress

— ﬁve meetings have been
held between Parks and MPPCOA since June, 2017 with
the last being March 22.
2. In partnership with
Ken Kennedy, President,
Duck Mountain COA, continue to recruit other Provincial Park Co�age Owners Associations to join MPPCOA.
Status: Three new Co�age
Owners Associations have
joined raising MPPCOA
membership to eight. New
additions are Hecla North
Shore COA and Nopiming
Provincial Park’s Booster
Lake COA and Long Lake
COA.
3. Continue work towards improved water level
management with water control partners/stakeholders.
Status: The Water Level
Commi�ee with Alan Roberts, Chair, has met regularly
with the Provincial Ministry
of Infrastructure, Sustainable
Development and the Lake
of the Woods Water Control
Board to discuss and recommend improvements.
4. Continue to strive towards full membership.
Status: WCA membership
increased to 2,235 in 2017,
up 214 from 2016 (10.6% increase). The target for 2018 is
set at 2,650 and as of March
13, 1,520 co�age owners are

members. Check out the informative new WCA brochure and the impressive
WCA member sticker in your
membership package.
5. Expand and enhance communication with and beneﬁts
for our membership.
Status: Our WCA website is
a key communications sources for announcing park news,
e.g. the two-year fee-freeze
extension and the train derailment near Florence Lake.
Traﬃc on the WCA website
continues to increase. Eight
businesses providing co�age
products and services have
been recruited and will oﬀer
discounts to WCA members.
6. Enhance the WCA
website to allow advertising
opportunities for businesses
oﬀering products to co�age
owners.
Status: A policy is now in
place to avail our Echo advertisers to a larger target market
through our WCA website.
Thank You to
Many Passionate, Dedicated
Individuals
This is my last report and
perhaps a li�le lengthy at
that! However, I wished to
communicate to members
the important and exciting

Continued next page
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WCA Banquet: At centre, Rob Nedotiafko, Director, Parks and Protected Spaces, with
WCA executive, from left, Ron Smith, Daniel Klass, Jacques Nault and Alan Roberts.

Pres. Report Cont’d From P. 4
activities taking place for WCA and other Manitoba Provincial Park cabin owners, and, the many
reasons for being a WCA member or becoming a
WCA member.
I would like to end by thanking all the many
passionate, dedicated and hard-working individuals who have stepped “up to the plate” for
your Association — current directors and commi�ee chairs and members; Jim Buchok, our Echo
editor who produces a top quality publication for
WCA members; Jill McGavin, treasurer who is
recrafting our ﬁnancial framework for be�er accountability; and, Lee Hurton, our eﬃcient and
talented administrator.
Thanks to former directors, helpful co�age
owners and other stakeholders, that have actively, and often without a lot of thanks, stepped forward to contribute to your association and your
lake community.

At the Cottage Show:
From left, Ron Smith,
Cheryl Bryant and
show manager
Andrew Walker.

Jan. 12 Press Conference: From left, Kathy Blanchard, Manager of Parks Cottaging
and Commercial Development, Ronald Smith, Whiteshell Cottagers Association,
Nichola Wigle, Duck Mountain COA, Honourable Rochelle Squires, Minister of Sustainable Development, Bob Johnston, Grindstone COA, Daniel Klass, Whiteshell
Cottagers Association, David Martin, North Shore Hecla COA, Wayne McGimpsey,
Duck Mountain COA, Rob Nedotiafko, Director, Parks and Protected Spaces
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South East Whiteshell Fire Department
By Gordon Greaves

T

his has been a
very exciting winter for the Southeast
Whiteshell Fire Department.
New Fire Truck
The department is
pleased to announce
that it has purchased
and received a brand
new ﬁre truck for the
West Hawk Fire Station.
The truck was delivered
to the department on
Feb. 12, well ahead of
schedule, by Fort Garry
Fire Trucks. Thank you
to all of the people at
Fort Garry Fire Trucks
for their eﬀorts and service.
Thank You Donors
A special thanks is also
due to Paul Albrechtsen
for his timely additional donation of $25,000
to the Fire Department
to enable us to receive
the truck early. Thanks
to his support, and that
of our many other donors over the past three

Left, the South East Whiteshell Fire Department took delivery of a new truck Feb. 12. Right, the new truck was used
for the first time in response to a fire at the Falcon Lake maintenance yard.

years, the new truck
was fully paid for without ﬁnancing.
The new truck will be
stationed at the West
Hawk Fire Hall, while
the 2000 GMC pumper
will now be stationed
at the Falcon Lake Fire
Hall.
The old 1989 Spartan
Fire Truck, which had
been in service at Falcon Lake, has been relocated to the West Hawk
Fire Hall, pending arrangements for its sale.
Please watch for more
pictures of the new

The Whiteshell
Echo
Accepts
Obituaries
and
In Memoriams
Rates Available
Upon Request
Contact
the Editor By email At
echo@
whiteshellcottagers
.com

OR CALL
(204) 831-7274

truck in future editions
of the Echo and in the
ﬁre department’s Responder, which will be
out in May.
Maintenance
Yard Fire
The new ﬁre truck has
already been pressed
into active service. A
ﬁre at the maintenance
yard in Falcon Lake was
the ﬁrst call for the new
truck. It, and our volunteer ﬁre ﬁghters, tended
to the emergency.
Upcoming Events
If you would like to
see the new ﬁre truck up
close, be sure to mark
your calendar for two
upcoming events — the
Fireman’s Ball on June 9
at the Whiteshell Community Club and our
Open House at West
Hawk Lake in August,
2018.
Tickets will soon be on
sale for the Fireman’s
Ball, and they will sell
out quickly, so get them

early. Look for our posters to get more information.
Winter Over?
The weather people
tell us that winter is
now over, although as
I write this, we are digging out from another
March blizzard.
Hopefully, we will be
able to enjoy a long and
pleasant co�age season
this year, especially after the cold winter we
have endured.
Co�age Opening
Checklist
Please
remember
to check your co�age
carefully when you
re-open it this spring,
especially any wiring.
Make sure your ﬁre and
smoke alarms are all
in good working order
with new ba�eries, and
check all of your ﬁre
extinguishers to ensure
they are inspected and
in good working order.
If you use an alarm ser-

vice, please ensure your
responder list is up to
date (including keys).
The Fire Department
Needs Your Support
The ﬁre department
still requires your support for its operations.
Without the on-going
support of our donors,
it would not be possible
to properly maintain
the ﬁre department. If
you would like to make
a donation to the ﬁre
department, use the
accompanying Donor
Form or simply send a
cheque to:
SEW Fire Dept.
P.O. Box 88
West Hawk Lake, MB
R0E 2H0
Thank you to all of our
supporters.
We hope you enjoy
the upcoming summer
season at the lakes.
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Report: Water Level Control For Falcon Lake
By Alan Roberts
Chair, WCA Water
Levels Committee
March 6, 2018
e continue to work on
water level issues for
all the lakes in the Whiteshell
and this is reﬂected in our
season end report which
was published on the WCA
website at the end of March.
This was following our annual review meeting with
Manitoba Infrastructure’s
Flood Control Division and
Sustainable Developments’
local parks representatives
in late March.
The majority of our work
this winter has been directed towards resolution of the
water levels issues at Falcon
Lake, and in this regard, we
have major progress to announce, as well as a few major issues left to be resolved,
wherein your personal involvement and opinion are
needed.
You may recall Minister
Squires’ article in the December issue of the Echo,
undertaking to carry out the
dredging of the boathouse
access channels on the south
shore (Blocks #10 and 12/23).
This action falls exclusively
within the jurisdiction of
Sustainable Developments’
- Parks and Protected Spaces Division (Parks). Meetings that we’ve had with
both Parks and Manitoba
Infrastructure (MI) — which
is responsible for the design
and construction of the new
water level control structure
— have resulted in a com-

W

We have major progress to report and major issues to be resolved,
wherein your involvement and opinion are needed. MI is planning to
hold Open House discussions at Falcon Lake and Winnipeg this spring
and summer. Make a point of participating in at least one of these.
mon set of expectations and
objectives that meet each
party’s needs, and most of
our expectations. This decision is extremely important
to all co�agers on the lake,
because it allows the water
level to be reduced by six
inches, and increases the operating range from six to 12
inches, without compromising any co�age owners ability to access their docks and
boathouses.
This is important because
co�agers who have lost
property to the ever rising water level will regain
some, or all of it, and those
suﬀering erosion of lakeshore from wave action can
breathe a li�le easier. The
wider operating range gives
us more opportunity to accommodate both more protracted dry spells with no
rain, as well as heavy rainstorms (of short duration),
without causing ﬂooding
and rendering our docks
unusable for tying a boat,
and too slippery to navigate
safely. The new channel invert (bo�om) elevation will
be at or below 1,061 ft. and
the new
water level target will be 1,065.5 ft. with a
0.5 ft. range above or below
this target. Current expectations are for dredging the
channel in Block #12 / 23 in
the fall of 2018, and in Block
#10 in 2019.

Regaining control over the
water level is the responsibility of MI, by developing an
eﬀective level control structure. In preparation for this
eﬀort, they engaged Hatch
Engineering to undertake
a review of the hydraulics
and hydrology of the lake
and the Falcon River which
drains the lake, and to make
recommendations on the
options available for design
of a control structure. The
dredging program makes
this possible by allowing
more of the lake volume to
be used as a storage buﬀer
against ﬂooding. This is only
true, however, if you are
able to keep the lake within
a lower operating range.
The Falcon River, however,
has been proven to be inadequate for the task, both by
computer model and historic evidence. The river does
not have enough capacity
at these lower lake levels, to
prevent the level from rising
– unless precipitation is at,
or below normal. Following a heavy rain storm, the
directly incidental rainfall,
supplemented by the runoﬀ from the entire tributary
area, makes a three to four
inch rainfall in June result in
adding nine to 12 inches of
water to the lake. This is the
total normal rainfall for June
and July and this amount
can drain out of the lake in

30 days by gravity (providing the operator allows it to
drain). A wet year, however,
sees anywhere from 5.5” to
8” of rainfall in each of these
months, and the river cannot handle it – so the lake
ﬂoods.
At this point, the MI design team believe that they
can develop a gravity control structure (similar to the
existing control structure),
suitable for use in controlling the lake level. The problem with this type of control
device is that the river itself
can only handle 65 cfs (cubic
ft. /second) at the top end of
the desired level range (1,066
ft.). This is a far cry from the
95 to 110 cfs that was needed
for four consecutive months
to relieve the rainfall in 2009,
or two consecutive months
in 2010, or even three consecutive months in 2017, without mentioning the ﬂood
in 2016 (which brought too
much rain too fast to control
economically).
The key to preventing
ﬂood situations is keeping the water level from
creeping up and occupying the lake volume needed
to store the runoﬀ from a
heavy rainfall, while it is
discharged into the river.
The gravity drain options
cannot do this fast enough
without dredging much of
the Falcon River (with as-

sociated costs and environmental impacts), which MI
is (quite justiﬁably) reluctant
to undertake.
The WCA’s Water Levels Commi�ee is strongly
in favour of the mechanical
(pumped) option #2 to provide the discharge capacity
needed to actually control
the water level. Though
more expensive, it will at
least work, and minimize
the risk of ﬂooding. It is also
easily automated to react to
weather events as they unfold – requiring very li�le
operator input. Completion
of the design, tender documents and construction is
likely to take at least two
years, making Nov, 2019
the earliest completion date.
Construction scheduling
diﬃculties may push this
into 2020.
MI is planning to hold
Open House discussions at
Falcon Lake and Winnipeg
this spring and summer, to
allow stakeholders (cottagers and local businesses), to
familiarize themselves with
the control structure options
available, and to provide
their input on the selection
from the options being considered. It is in your interest
to express your opinion on
this matter, both to the design team, and at the political levels. We will have one
opportunity to get this right
within the foreseeable future,
so make a point of participating in at least one of these.
The dates and locations of
each Open House will be
posted on the WCA website.

Ser�ing the Whiteshell
and sur�ounding areas
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Board of Directors Whiteshell Cottagers Association Inc. 2017-2018
Barren Lake
Patrick Finley
204-349-2670
204-226-8661
patrickfinley10@gmail.com
Don Sleeva
Home (204) 237-3081
Lake (204) 349-8982
Betula Lake
Kerry Davies
(204) 663-6313
Gaeline Delmarque
Home (204) 489-3016
Lake (204) 348-7796
Big Whiteshell Lake
Tannis Fries
204-348-3880
tfries94@gmail.com
Jacques Nault
jacquesn29@gmail.com
Brereton Lake
Bill Backman
204-799-5725
ibb@mymts.net

Brereton Lake (cont’d)
Lorna Spencer
Home (204) 254-8137
Lake (204) 369-5702

Falcon Lake (cont’d)
Jo-Ann Shields
jojo_shields@yahoo.ca
Lake (Cell) (204) 299-4528

Nutimik Lake (cont’d)
Brenda Trach
Cell: (204) 510-3911
btrachl@shaw.ca

West Hawk Lake (cont’d
Daniel Klass
Lake (204) 349-2606
klass6@gmail.com

Caddy Lake
Joel Kettner
Home (204) 691-2063
Cell: (204) 805-5551
jdkettner@me.com

Ronald Smith
ronaldssmith@hotmail.com
Lake (204) 349-8804

Pointe du Bois
Maureen Taylor
tmkanga1@shaw.ca

Sylvia Magyar
204-996-9378
sylvia.magyar@gmail.com

Florence Lake
Ian Baragar
204-782-4580
204-256-0881
ian.baragar@gmail.com

Red Rock Lake
Rick Emslie
Home (204) 227-4694

Dan Myk
Home (204) 889-4561
Lake (204) 349-8320
dannmyk@hotmail.com

Robert Stalker
Lake (204) 349-8676
Dorothy Lake
Stan Pogorzelec
Home (204) 668-8153
Lake (204) 348-3282
Eleanor Lake
Ed Enns
(204) 334-8318
edwardenns204@gmail.com
Falcon Lake
Al Bezak
abbezak@shaw.ca
Cell (204) 226-1888

Greg Meade
c302@mymts.net
Doug Moberg
Home (204) 269-4511
Lake (204) 369-5515

Alison Bonneteau
Alison.Bonneteau@ranacaregroup.com
Cheryl Bryant
cheryl@tek.ca
(204) 588-7007

Sharon Philp
Cell (204) 771-7297
sharonphilp@hotmail.com

Randall Kinley
Cell (204) 228-6507
kinley5@mts.net

Nora Lake
Angela Hogan
Home: (204) 866-4398
aghogan@highspeedcrow.ca
Jessica Lake
Pat Love
204-348-7488
Neil McMillan
(204) 896-0584
nmcmillan@mymts.net
Nutimik Lake
Angela Kelsch
home: 204-334-3906
lake: 204-348-2093
akelsch@shaw.ca
Sandra Kline
Cell: (204) 479-2025
sandrakl@mymts.net

David McNeil
Home (204) 489-3508
Lake (204) 348-7510
Shirley Rempel
Cell: 204-688-1164
Home: 204-895-1164
shirleyrempel415
@hotmail.com
Star Lake
Igor Pesun
204-803-6229
pesun001@mymts.net
West Hawk Lake
Richard Babyak
Home (204) 475-4996
Lake (204) 349-8406
Patty Caron
Lake (204) 349-8513
Cell: (204) 781-7043
ppcaron@mymts.net

Alan Roberts
Home: (204) 888-9578
Lake: (204) 349-2361
aroberts4@shaw.ca
White Lake
Gary Kennedy
(204) 254-2300
garykennedy@mymts.net
Deborah Seguin
(204) 772-0647
ecarriere@shaw.ca
HONOURARY
DIRECTORS
Warren Barnard
John Biglow
Harry Meneer
Tom Walker
Ed Wilson
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Letter to the Editor

Whiteshell
Community Club
Needs Your Support!
To the Whiteshell
Community:

H

ello, I am writing this
le�er to oﬀer you the
opportunity to show your
support for our community.
Currently our club is experiencing a signiﬁcant challenge; our curling ice plant
suﬀered a complete failure.
As such this was the ﬁrst
winter in a very long time
that the sounds of curling
were not echoing through
the community club.
Preliminary
estimates
for repairs are signiﬁcantly greater than our present
revenue stream can support. Despite this there is
still a strong desire to get
curling up and running in
our community. My hope
is to a�ain support from
everyone capable of offering it, in whatever way
they can.
The support we are seeking is in many forms. We
are soliciting for volunteers to improve and enhance fundraising events
such as bingo, summer
socials and Beaver Days
to mention a few. Further
to this we would welcome
new members with new
ideas to build and enhance
our community club. Perhaps you are ready with
a great new idea. Whether you are assisting with
events, selling tickets or
sharing your cooking or
bartending skills we welcome you all.
If you are unable to volunteer your time perhaps
a donation to our cause
would be be�er for you to
express your support.
For business owners we
would welcome the opportunity for you to advertise
and or display signage in
our facility for your contributions. You may even
want to consider purchasing the naming rights to
our building(s) as an endorsement of support.
Please know with your
support you are making a

signiﬁcant improvement for
the community and ensuring our club’s programs can
continue to run for years to
come.
Thank you sincerely for
your heartfelt support,
Kevin Birss
President
Whiteshell Community
Club
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WCA Membership Report
WCA Member
Discounts
WCA MEMBERS
ARE ELIGIBLE FOR
DISCOUNTS AT
AN INCREASING
NUMBER OF
MERCHANTS

You may need to show your
WCA Membership Card
ABC FIRE & SAFETY
Receive 20% Discount

BOATSMART
50% oﬀ boater
licenses
CABELAS
$20 oﬀ on a purchase
of $150 or more.
Coupon will be
mailed with your WCA membership card.
**NEW**
CDC Computers
Receive V.I.P. Pricing
up to 20% oﬀ
COTTAGE
LIFE
MAGAZINE
Receive a discount on your subscription.
MARKS
WORK
WEARHOUSE
Discount cards will be mailed with your
WCA membership card.
PLEZIA
INSURANCE
BROKERS (see p. 10)
ROBINSON
BATH
CENTRE
Receive contractor pricing
STAR BUILDING
MATERIALS LTD.
Receive contractor pricing.
Discounts vary on lumber
or hardware.
TOTAL
LIGHTING
Receive contractor pricing

By Deborah Seguin, WCA Membership Chair

A

s of March 13, 2018,
membership in the
Whiteshell Co�agers Association has reached 1,500.
A big thank you to all you
early birds! If you are not
one of the 1,500, today is
the time to join and enjoy
the beneﬁts. While you are
at it, consider a multiple
year membership saving
you time AND money. Go
online at whiteshellco�agers.com to join today or
use the application form
on this page.
Our Marketing Committee is busy bringing you
fantastic savings from a
number of great businesses:
Members are required to
present their WCA membership card as proof of
membership when shopping at the merchants listed at left..

CDC Computers
New! CDC Computers.
Receive V.I.P. Pricing up to
20% OFF with your WCA
membership card
BOATsmart
The Whiteshell Co�agers Association (WCA) is
working with BOATsmart
to arrive at a year round discount for boaters licenses
for WCA members, but in
the meantime BOATsmart
has set up a link speciﬁcally for WCA for a special offer they currently have on
(“gift card” at 50% oﬀ for
Boater licenses)
Watch for updates on a
year round program.
WOW, that is quite a
lineup for co�agers! Take
advantage and HELP US
HELP YOU by being a
member and encouraging
others as well. Membership
strengthens your WCA in

what ever we may be pursuing on your behalf.
Stay informed on all issues and breaking news
by visiting the WCA website www.whiteshellcottagers.com and following
us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/WhiteshellCo�agers/.

Where
CanYou
Get A
4,994%
Return
On
Your
Money?
See
page 15.
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One Cottager’s Take on Value of WCA Membership
By Kerry Davies, Betula Lake

I

f a ﬁnancial advisor told you he could turn
$35 into $1,747.78 in one year (4,994% return) or could turn $270 into $5,205.81 over
eight years, you would be looking for a catch
and possibly calling the authorities.
Yet that is exactly what my Whiteshell Cottagers Association membership resulted in.
By supporting the WCA, it gave them the
necessary ﬁnancial resources to a�ain the legal and public relations professionals needed
to convince the government to pause and reﬂect on the 750% planned increase in lease
and service fees for co�age owners.
In my case, my goal was not just savings for
today but to ensure, that when the time comes,
my family also has the opportunity to enjoy
aﬀordable co�aging. The province enacted
the freeze to provide the time to “achieve a

future system of collecting park land service
fees from provincial park co�agers in a way
that is fair and sustainable for all Manitobans
and provincial park stakeholders.”
As Minister of Sustainable Development
Rochelle Squires said in the le�er that accompanied your 2018 CLPA invoice, “…we still
have a lot of work to do.”

WCA on the Web and
Facebook

There is indeed more work to be done and
as such I will continue to support the WCA,
as every co�ager should, so that the WCA
continues to have the resources to protect my
interests now and that of my kids and grandchildren in the future.
It may be the best investment ever made.
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Echo Classifieds
Got a sailboat
The folks who need
for sale,
this stuff are
or a lawnmower,
cottagers so let them
water toys,
know what you have.
or bikes, or furniture?

Echo Classifieds
Buy this space for
$19.99 and get cash
fast, and clear space
in the boathouse.
(Next issue is June, prime
cottage purchases time!)

Email your ad
to the editor at
echo@whiteshell
cottagers.com

Rules for Waste Disposal In The Whiteshell
Garbage Cages: Only household waste. No leaves or grass clippings are to be put into or outside of the cages.
Recycle Bins: Glass (lids removed and separated), tin cans (you can leave the labels on), milk/juice cartons, all plastics (remove the lids on drink
bottles), aluminum foil/cans, paper, cardboard (flattened boxes). Place sharps in a glass container and label sharps. Recycling should be placed
in clear bags.
Fish Remains: Take to fish cleaning stations at Brereton Campground, Jessica Boat Launch, White Lake Campground, Lena Island Boat Launch,
North Shore Big Whiteshell, South Shore Big Whiteshell, Betula Lake, New Nutimik Campground, Old Nutimik Campground, Osapiskaw Campground and Otter Falls Campground.
Human Waste: Public water dumping stations are located at Otter Falls, Nutimik, Big Whiteshell, and Brereton. Lagoons accessible to the public
are located at Dorothy, Big Whiteshell, Brereton, West Hawk and Falcon.
Transfer Stations: Separate your items before coming to the site. All vehicles must report to the onsite staff to document required information.
There are separate disposal areas for appliances, brush, concrete, fish remains, glass, household garbage, plastic, rubber, scrap metal, shingles,
building materials, yard/slash garden waste, paint and aerosol cans.
Demolition Materials: Please separate clean materials from contaminated when hauling materials. Materials from structures larger than three
metres by three metres and concrete larger than 1.5 metres by 1.5 metres must be hauled to the Whitemouth-Reynolds North Whiteshell Facility.
White Goods: (Refrigerators, freezers and air conditioners): These are accepted at the transfer stations without being decommissioned. Please
see the attendant when dropping off these items.
Brush: All brush should be taken to the transfer station as soon as possible and should not be stored on your lot or on public reserve. Brush piles
are a fire hazard and can attract nuisance wildlife such as raccoons and skunks to your property.

North Whiteshell Transfer Stations
Jessica Transfer Station
May 1 - Sept. 30

Thursday - Monday 10 am to 6 pm

Oct. 1 - Oct. 31

Friday - Sunday 10 am - 4:30 pm

Nov. 1 - Mar 31

Sat. 10 am to 4:30 pm

April 1 - April 30

Saturday and Sunday 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Nutimik Transfer Station

May 1 - Sept. 30

Thursday-Monday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Oct. 1 - Oct. 31

Friday - Sunday 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Nov. 1 - Mar. 31

Sunday 10 a.m - 4:30 p.m.

April 1 - April 30

Saturday and Sunday 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Whitemouth –Reynolds-North Whiteshell
Waste Management Facility
May 1 to September 30
Mon, Tues

8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday

11:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Thurs, Fri, Sat

8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

October 1 to April 30
Tues, Thursday

8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday

11:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Fri, Sat

8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

For more information contact 204-348-2125.
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Betula Lake
By Dave Bell

T

he year 2017 was an
exciting one at Betula
Lake. New Year’s Eve celebrations reﬂected this
with many events held
all around the lake with
some well a�ended social
gatherings.
Ice Bar Construction
Two well designed ice
bars were constructed to
get ready for New Years
celebrations, one on Block
6 and another in front of
our cabin on Block 2.
It was with trepidation
that I watched my chain
saw put through a torture test in cu�ing and
extracting the roughly
two foot by three foot
ice blocks needed to assemble the ice bar, ﬁre pit
benches, and swimming
pool (complete with dive
tower). My age 30ish
kids assembled a group
of friends and spent
about two days on the
construction.
As New Years approached the sauna was
ﬁred up, ice bar candles
were lit, ice was skimmed
oﬀ the ice bar swimming
pool, and all was ready.
After dinner and beverages were enjoyed by
all, evening festivities began.
A New Year’s Dip
At -32C outdoors, the
sauna was ﬁred up especially hot and the swimming times were brief!
All took turns diving and
cannon-balling into the
0C degree water alternating with multiple sauna
sessions.
The evening gradually
moved on to the campﬁre stage. Many thanks
to Barry and Ian McArton for the excellent visual additions to the evening.
Meanwhile, across the
lake, a second party was
happening at the Block
6 ice bar. It was wonderful to see that our lake’s
cabin life cannot be hampered by an impressive
and sobering wind chill
factor!

Foresters Footsteps
Hiking Trails
Throughout the holidays, many of us enjoyed
the Foresters Footsteps
Hiking Trails that were
temporarily
groomed
for cross-country skiing.
I am hoping to convince
the Parks folks to make
this a regular feature of
Betula Lake winters.
On Sun., Jan. 28 the trails
were again in use by some
skijoring enthusiasts who
assembled at the cook
shack and gave lessons
and instructions to all
interested folks. Again,
the Foresters Footsteps
trails were put to good
use. If you are unfamiliar
with the sport of skijoring
you may wish to google
Manitoba Skijoring. They
have many outings and
club activities open to all.
I have copied the deﬁnition here for you:
Skijoring is a winter sport
where a person on skis is
pulled by a horse, or a dog (or
dogs). It is derived from the
Norwegian word skikjøring
meaning ski driving.
Parks oﬃcials have informed me our Foresters Footsteps trails will
be groomed for multiple
winter uses and extra
measures are being implemented to keep ski-doos
from trashing this trail
system. Snow sledders are
asked to please keep oﬀ
these ski trails … please.
2017 News in Brief
• Block 3 NHL referee
Ryan Galloway refereed
his 1000th game in January, 2018.
• Mike and Jose�e Roch
are new cabin owners in
Block 6
• Block 2’s Sydney
McArton tied the knot
with Grahame Obrey in
November, 2017.
• Block 4 water skier
and National Team member Taryn Grant competed at the World Water Ski
Championships helping
Canada to a third place
Bronze medal Team result.

Continued on page 19

Above, Devon and Kim Gowryluk finish up their ice inukshuk. Below, the inukshuk
shines in the light of a Betula sunset.

Above, the Block 2 campfire lights up the ice bar. Below, midnight at the Block 2 ice bar with
a bonfire and the aurora borealis lighting the night sky at -32C.
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Falcon Lake
By Blair Mineault

A

nother winter has
come and gone. It’s
time again to think about
our favourite summer
activities. Before I jump
into thoughts of summer though, here is a recap of all the great news
and happenings from the
winter season.
Falcon Ridge
An early snowfall allowed this winter paradise to open as predicted
on Dec. 16.
Emily Christie of Falcon Ridge Ski Slopes
summed up the season
best in her own words:
“This year’s ski season
at the Falcon Ridge Ski
Slopes has been a whirlwind of gorgeous conditions and weekend after
weekend of fun events
that has kept our li�le
powder-hungry community of skiers (alpine and
nordic) busy and happy,
from our annual Snowdance Music Festival
(which sold out in a remarkable two minutes),
biathlon, long distance
winter running, fat tire
bike races, snowboard
park competitions, and
most notably the First
Annual Floppet, Falcon
Lake Loppet ski race.
These events and the incredible support from
the community in a�endance, volunteering and
staﬃng at the ski slopes,
has undoubtedly made
this one of the most memorable seasons. Our li�le
community ski slopes
couldn’t do it without
you all.”
Whiteshell
Community Club
Kevin
Birss,
the
new president of the
Whiteshell Community
Club, along with current
and newly elected members, are eager to bring
new life to the club on
top of already popular
events and traditions but
to do this, they need your
help. Sign up today to ﬁll
one of many vacant positions. Membership is also

Closest to the button takes home a Turkey at this year’s turkey shoot at the
Snowdance Festival. Photo by Jordan Janisse.

Whiteshell Community Club’s new president
Kevin Birss.

Snowmobile poker derby volunteers at Mud Lake shelter Cottager Tim Hodge with twin boys Joshua and Jordan on
the skating rink at the Whiteshell Community Club.
during Beaver Days.

a great way to support
the club, and will give
you access to a modern
ﬁtness facility and other
great amenities. “The
club is for all people in
the Whiteshell and surrounding areas. It’s for
locals, co�agers and visitors,” says Kevin.
Check out the all new
Whiteshell Community
Club website at www.
whiteshellcommunityclub.ca for more information, and don’t forget to
like and follow their page
on Facebook.
Beaver Days
Celebrated as one of
the most successful Beaver Days in many years,
according to club treasurer George Durston,
the event might not have
happened this year if Al
Nicholson hadn’t stepped
up to take the lead.
It was a weekend that
had something for all

ages, starting with a
dance Friday night with
entertainment by Sol
James. On Saturday a
well-organized snowmobile poker derby w a s
a�ended by many, and
the day ﬁnished oﬀ with a
delicious supper. Events
continued through Sunday to ﬁnish oﬀ the club’s
biggest event of the year.
Al would like to thank all
the volunteers
who
made this event happen: “The way everyone
stepped up was more
than I expected, and the
great job that they accomplished.” The club would
also like to thank Sustainable Development for its
contributions to the success of the event.
Curling
The club was quite fortunate to have volunteers
A.J. Gill and Pam Dubourg step up to keep
the curling program

alive. The season was to
begin with a mixed curling league and end with
a ladies and men’s bonspiel in the spring. However, the season ended
abruptly with the failure
of the ice plant. An approximate $30,000 repair
will be required to get it
operational again. Fundraising eﬀorts are already
underway, and will need
the assistance of the community to reach its goals.
Coﬀee Club
Enjoy coﬀee at the
club with friends Monday through Saturday
from 9 am to 10 am at
‘Bob’s Coﬀee Shop.’ The
club was started by Bob
Gawne several years
ago at a time when there
weren’t really any other
options to gather in the
morning in the oﬀ season
for a fresh cup of coﬀee
and good conversation.
Bob’s dedication to the

coﬀee shop is no diﬀerent than his dedication
to the community. Al is
a widely respected member and neighbour in the
community that you can
always count on to give
you a helping hand.
Fishing News
Fishing season usually opens at Falcon the
second week in May. To
kick oﬀ the season, the
Falcon Lake Bass Classic
will take place out of the
Faloma Marina on May
12. Visit www.manitobabassanglers.ca for more
information and to register for the tournament.
Falcon Lake Winter Fish
Oﬀ Tagged Fishing Contest continues into the
2018 season. Pete Klassen
was a $1,000 winner last
year with the ﬁrst tagged
ﬁsh. This means $9,000
Continued Next Page

APRIL 2018 WHITESHELL ECHO 19

Betula Lake (Continued From Page 17)

At left, ready for the New Year’s plunge (L to R ): Jordon, Sydney, Ian, Willie, Devon, Niko, Braedon, Riley, Ali, Alex and Casey. At right, Ian McArton takes
a running jump to join Alex Bell and Casey Gergley in that cold, cold water!

Meanwhile Taryn’s brother Cole is helping out with
athlete development with Water Ski and Wakeboard
Canada.
Condolences
Sadly I report the sudden and unexpected passing
of Block 1’s Greg Bozyk in October. Greg was a close
friend to many of us at Betula and a most avid water
skier since the 1970s. Condolences to Greg’s wife Angel.
Block 1 also saw the passing of Don Schellenburg
in November. Don and Marge have been very longtime co�agers at Betula. Condolences to Marge and
family.
Since Betula news hasn’t been in the Echo lately I also note the the passing of Block 4’s Susan
Desjardins in April, 2017. Susan was an avid supporter of both the Betula Ski Bees and the Betula
Lake Co�age Owners Association. Condolences
to Susan’s husband Jim and all the family.
April of 2017 also saw the passing of Judy Pound.
Judy and her husband Bob built their picture perfect
Block 3 cabin in the 1950s where they raised their seven water skiing enthusiast kids. Condolences to Bob
and all the family.

The Bell Family on New Year’s Day. From left, Dave, Johanna, Alex, Willie, Adi, Liz, Casey,
Baby Thea in the sleigh and Ekko in front.

Falcon Lake (Continued From Page 18)
worth of unclaimed ﬁsh
are still in the waters of
Falcon Lake. To up the
ante, more tagged ﬁsh
are being added. Now
there’s more incentive to
get out ﬁshing! Get the
rules, purchase a tag, and
a ﬁshing licence from local retailers before heading out on the lake.
New Golf Course
Restaurant and
Pro-shop
In February I was
in touch with Harry
Brotchie, the President
of Lakeland Golf Management, to get the latest
update on the golf course
construction. He indicated that construction
was moving along nicely
and foundation work

continued. Towards the
end of February, the new
clubhouse began to take
shape as the beautiful
timber framed building
rose up from the ground.
The construction schedule is currently looking at
a completion date of May
18. Landscaping and
parking lot upgrades will
still need to be done before moving in can take
place. It’s anticipated that
there will be no disruption to the golf season
during the ﬁnal stages of
construction. Temporary
food and beverage service will be provided and
alternate parking and/or
shu�le service may be
provided if necessary.

Ladies Golf League
“The Falcon Ladies
League will be in full
swing again (pardon the
pun!) for the 2018 season.” says League President Susan Stanley. With
thirty members last year,
it’s anticipated that those
numbers will increase for
the 2018 season. Susan is
quite eager to get more
ladies involved: “We
have a ton of fun over
the course of the summer
and we encourage golfers of all abilities to come
and join us on Tuesday
mornings. We are very
excited about the new
clubhouse, as it will be a
great place to enjoy our
post round refreshments
and tall tales.”

The league gets under
way on Tues., July 3 with
league play every Tuesday until the last week in
August. The league will
host The Ladies Charity Tournament and Silent Auction on June 2 in
support of the Colorectal
Cancer Association of
Canada.
If you would like more
information about the
Ladies Charity Tournament and the Falcon Ladies League, just send an
email to Evelyn Proceviat
at proceviat@lakelandg
olfmanagement.com or
visit their website at falconladiesleague.com
Summer Openings
It’s not long now before
business and a�ractions

that closed for the winter
will be back in full operation again. Falcon Meat
and Grocery plans on
opening on Friday May 4
at noon, with the addition
of a ready-made foods
cooler with fresh made
sandwiches.Applications
for employment are being accepted for the 2018
season. Send resumes to
staﬀ@shopa�helake.ca
Send Me Your News
and Pictures
That’s all for this issue.
Enjoy the spring, but be
careful around the lake
during the thaw. Until
next time, send me your
stories, pictures, events to
bamineault@gmail.com
or leave a message at 204253-2275
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West Hawk Lake
By John Bell

W

elcome everyone
to this ﬁrst West
Hawk Lake news of 2018.
At the present time I am
in Mesa, Arizona preparing this edition mostly by
email and phone while in
Mesa Regal Park. (Some
West Hawk Laker’s are
here)
This is my 26th year here
and I will be back home
to West Hawk/Kenora
on March 22. The weather here is great but I did
spend the winter in West
Hawk Lake (and Kenora
where I live) until Feb. 19
and saw most of the cold
weather – BRRRR.
Train Derailment
At Nora Lake
On Jan. 6 there was a
train derailment near Nora
Lake in the Whiteshell and
23 cars left the CNR tracks.
No one was injured but an
open car carrying nickel
sulphide tipped over beside the track. Apparently
there was no spill and the
sacks of nickel sulphide
were removed. The train
was carrying petroleum
products but no crude
oil, along with a corrosive
liquid and the nickel sulphide. The rail line was
opened the next day but
crews spent weeks removing the cars’ contents and
then the cars. The incident
remains under investigation by both the CNR and
the Transportation Safety
Board of Canada.
The Whiteshell Co�agers Association, which
represents 2,400 of the
3,400 private co�agers,
watched the cleanup carefully and two directors
visited the site.
Local News
The other day I had supper with Bob and Cheryl
(Fitelovitch) in our park
with Ray and Bev Newman, all of us from West
Hawk Lake. Dave and
Teresa Pearson from Star
Lake also a�ended. They
are all ﬁne. Ray did state
that Dave Mason (Bev’s
number two son) and
wife Ledise from Leduc,

A snowy road heading into the cottage.

Alta., visited them recently. They found it a great
relief from the minus 40C
in Leduc.
Dave is one of the four
boys that helped Bev and
Pat with their Major’s Service Center, a landmark at
West Hawk Lake.
I should mention that
another couple, Brian and
Irene Hamerton from Island 3 West Hawk, are
down here in Mesa but in
another park.
Also I heard from Tom
Saunders of the West
Hawk Yacht Club. They
now have a lot at Big Island Landing and a dock
has been built. They are
expecting to build a clubhouse this spring. See their
article on page 26 .
I understand that Sean
Harbo�le is installing a
large solar panel system at
CBC Cabins which may
be the largest in Manitoba.
I will have to check that
out when I get back. Good
luck Sean!
And don’t forget the
May long weekend social
everyone!
Business Hours
• Mason Plumbing – 8
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to
Friday plus emergencies.
• Mason Jar – Open by
appointment at present,
call 204-349-2672.
• Black Bear Power Products – 8 to 5 Monday to
Friday, 10 to 4 Sunday.
• West Hawk Marine – 10
to 3, Monday to Friday.
• Keystone Esso Store – 8
to 6 Monday to Thursday,
8 to 9 Friday, 8 to 6 Saturday, 9 to 6 Sunday.
• Highpoint Restaurant

– Sunday 9 to 3, Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday
9 to 8, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, 9 to 10.
• Nite Hawk Café –
Closed at present, call 204349-2580.
• West Hawk Lake Resort
– 9 to 6 Tuesday to Saturday.
• CBC Store and Post Ofﬁce – 9 to 1 Monday to Friday.
• South Transfer Station Monday, Wednesday and
Friday 9:30 am to 1:30 pm,
Saturday 11:30 to 3:30
• Falcon Doctors Oﬃce
– call 204-788-5742
Fish Hatchery News
Kevin Dyck informs me
that they are busy as usual. Rainbow trout eggs are
being received at present
(this was March 9) and
they have 600,000 trout
in the tanks. About one
quarter will be stocked in
local lakes this spring and
the remainder this fall.
Kevin said the hatchery
will be open for visitors in
July and August. Hours
are from 10 am to 6 pm
Thursdays to Sundays.
When the ice clears the
crew will conduct their
Walleye Spawn Camp at
Falcon Lake where they
capture the walleye and
collect eggs to grow in the
tanks. He noted that West
Hawk levels are slightly
low but should be normal
this summer with good
runoﬀ and will not aﬀect
hatchery operation.
Scientiﬁc Notes
and Thoughts
• If my car could travel
at the speed of light would
my headlights work?

• Experience is something you don’t get until
just after you need it!
• Why do psychics not
win lo�eries?
• My mechanic told
me he couldn’t ﬁx my
brakes so he made the
horn louder.
• I intend to live forever,
so far, so good.
OK, so what is the speed
of dark?
The early bird may get
the worm but the second
mouse gets the cheese.
Fire Department News
Our new ﬁre engine,
which was made in Winnipeg to our speciﬁcations, has been delivered.
Grant Fise�e informed
me that it has already been
used twice at small ﬁres,
one at the Falcon Hotel.
The ﬁre season has been
very quiet this winter and
highway calls have been
mostly cars in the ditch.
Lake Levels
Following is the report
from Alan Roberts, Lake
Level Commi�ee Chairman:
“The
water
levels
throughout
the
Whiteshell are within the
target drawdown range
— some are lower than
we would like. The snow
pack is lower than normal
this year, so unless we get
some heavy snowfall in
the next few weeks, the
“freshet” (spring runoﬀ)
will be lower than normal,
and we may be scrambling to retain as much
water as we can.
We were ﬁnally able
to get the last two logs
removed from the West

Hawk Dam in early December so that the drawdown could be completed.
These logs were supposed
to have been removed in
mid-October, but continued to be in place after
several requests to remove them failed. It took
a request to the Director of
Parks and Protected Spaces to get it done. We’re
very grateful for the help
he gave us in that situation, as well as in resolving the boat access channel maintenance issue at
Falcon Lake. You never
know what the winter
will bring, and this year,
the extra water would not
be a problem – some years
it would.
We’ve managed to develop good communication linkages with several
oﬃces in both Sustainable
Development
(Parks)
as well as Manitoba Infrastructure (MI) which
looks after the water levels control structures and
management of these as
well. We have an open
dialogue with both, and
we’re ge�ing remarkably
good cooperation considering the constraints that
everyone is working under these days.
I’ll be taking over from
Ron Smith as the incoming
President of the Whiteshell
Co�agers Association at
the Annual General Meeting in April. Neil McMillan (Jessica Lake) will be
taking over the reins of the
Water Levels Commi�ee
and Environment Commi�ee from me – though
I’ll still remain an ex-ofﬁcio member and assist
where I can. We’ve had a
good year, and I’m proud
of the success we’ve been
able to achieve in the Water Levels Commi�ee.”
Thank you for the excellent report Alan and congratulations on your new
position!
See Alan’s in-depth Lake
Levels report on page 8.
Winter Activities
I have been informed
Continued next page
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West Hawk Lake continued from page 20

On Jan. 6 there was a train derailment near Nora Lake leaving a
pileup of 23 train cars. See details on page 20.

that Beaver Days was a
great success, even ﬁnancially.
Snowmobile trails were
good, many thanks to
Parks, although now
snowmobiling is ending
due to the warm weather.
When I was buying gas
in West Hawk last January I had to wait as many
snowmobilers were lined

up for gas.
The ski slopes were
busy with good snow
conditions.
A Li�le Scary
Historians report that
the average age of civilizations have been about
200 years over the earths
history. A civilization progresses from bondage (ie:

dictatorship), to spiritual ties whatever they were.
P.S. – I am an amateur rafaith, to great courage, to
Also, I should mention dio operator (and builder).
liberty, to abundance, to that if you have interest- My call le�ers are ve4ol —
complacency and back to ing or unique pictures ve stands for Canada (w
bondage. Are we close to please send them to me. and k for the states, zl for
the end??
They would make an at- New Zealand etc), the 4
Curling
tractive addition to this stands for Manitoba (and
There was no curling West Hawk section of the 5 for Saskatchewan etc.),
this winter because the ice Echo.
and ol are my assigned
plant failed. Repairs could
call le�ers. – see what you
not be accomplished be- John Bell
have learned! When I liscause it was a major failure Lot 5, Block 11
ten on the “Ham” bands
and costs were too high for (204) 349-2994
I know roughly where
repair, a very dissappoint- Email: ve4ol@yahoo.ca a station is when I hear
ing situation. The town (the o and l are le�ers)
someone’s call le�ers.
is considering ways to
raise the
money
required
1. Looking for total summer freedom?
for the re2. Then call “Reno’s by Len” for your
pair.
In clos3. Carpentry & Handyman services
ing I hope
everyone
4. Len Urbanski 204-333-5617
enjoyed
their winRennie,Mb.
ter activi-

FALCON LAKE GOLF COURSE
LADIES LEAGUE

St. Gabriel & St. Marcien Chapel
Falcon Lake, Whiteshell Provincial Park
Roman Catholic Summer Chapel
Bilingual Masses Sundays at 10:30 A.M.
May Long Wknd. to Sept. Long Wknd.
Come Join Us-All welcome

FUN LEAGUE PLAY at Falcon Lake Golf Course on Tuesday mornings for all levels. Tee
times start at 9:00 a.m. during June and 8:00 a.m. during
July and August. League Fee
is $30.00 or $60.00 (which includes optional Golf Canada
membership) if paid prior to
June 2nd and $35.00/$65.00
after June 2nd.
League Fees simply cover cost
of year end flight prizes at the
wind up. Regular green fee
prices apply for your games.
Questions or more info please
email:
brendacleverley@gmail.com
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WHAT’S COOKING?
Marinated Mushroom and Bean Medley Salad Chili Mushroom Nacho Platter
Makes 6-8 Servings

Makes 4-6 Servings

Ingredients
Dressing:
3 Tbsp (15 mL) canola oil
2 Tbsp (30 mL) balsamic vinegar
1 tsp (5 mL) oregano
1 clove garlic, minced
salt and freshly ground pepper to
taste
Salad:
2 cups (500 mL) sliced fresh mushrooms, 1 cup each white and crimini
1 can (19 oz/540 mL) Bean Medley,
drained, rinsed
1 red bell pepper, seeded, cut into
chunks
2 cups (500 mL) broccoli florets (blanched 1 minute)
2 Tbsp (30 mL) chopped fresh parsley
1/2 cup (125 mL) crumbled feta cheese

Ingredients
1 Tbsp (15 mL) butter
1 small onion, chopped
1 clove garlic, minced
1/2 lb (250g) fresh mushrooms (white or
cremini) sliced
1 can (14 oz/398 mL) red kidney beans,
rinsed and drained
1/2 cup (125 mL) salsa sauce
1 tsp (5 mL) chili powder
A dash of crushed red chili peppers and freshly ground pepper
Tortilla chips
Chopped tomatoes
Chopped green onion
Grated old Cheddar cheese

Directions
1. In small bowl whisk together all dressing ingredients (make
ahead: refrigerate in an airtight container for up to 2 days).
2. In large bowl, place mushrooms, beans, red pepper, broccoli,
parsley and feta cheese.
3. Pour dressing over. Toss lightly to coat.
4. Let stand 10 minutes before serving.
5. Top with additional feta cheese just before serving, if desired.

Mushroom, Chickpea & Couscous Salad
Makes 4 Servings
Ingredients
1 cup (250 mL) couscous
1 cup (250 mL) boiling water
1/3 cup (80 mL) canola oil
3 Tbsp (45 mL) lemon juice
1 clove garlic, minced
1/2 tsp (2 mL) salt
1/2 tsp (2 mL) cumin
Dash of Tabasco sauce
Freshly ground pepper
1/2 lb (250 g) fresh mushrooms (white or cremini), sliced
1 can (540 mL) chick peas, rinsed and drained
1/4 cup (50 mL) chopped fresh parsley
3 green onions, chopped
1 tomato, diced
1 red pepper, seeded, chopped
1 small zucchini, diced
1/2 cup raisins

Directions
1. In fry pan melt butter.
2. Saute onion, garlic, and mushrooms until soft about 3-5 minutes.
3. Add kidney beans, salsa sauce, chili powder, chili peppers and
pepper. Mix well. Cover.
4. Simmer 15-20 minutes to blend
flavours.
5. To serve: arrange 1/2 the tortilla
chips on a foil lined pan. Top with 1/2
the warm mushroom mixture and half
the cheese. Repeat layers ending with
cheese.
6. Broil 3-5 minutes or until cheese is
melted and golden.
7. Garnish with tomatoes and green
onions.
8. Serve with additional salsa sauce and sour cream

Five-Minute Dips
Makes 16 Servings
Ingredients
1 – 19 oz (540 mL) can black or navy beans* rinsed and drained
1/2 cup (125 mL) fat-free ranch dressing
1/2 tsp (2 mL) cumin**
2 garlic cloves
Directions
Place all ingredients into food processor or blender. Blend to desired consistency.
* For lentil dip, use lentils instead of beans
**For lentil dip, use 1 tsp (5 mL) curry powder instead of cumin

Directions
1. In medium bowl combine couscous and water.
2. Let stand 5 minutes
3. Fluff with fork. Set aside
4. n small bowl whisk together oil, lemon juice, garlic, salt, cumin,
pepper and Tabasco sauce. Set aside.
5. In large bowl place mushrooms, chick peas, parsley, onion,
tomato, red pepper, zucchini, raisins and couscous.
6. Pour dressing over. Mix well.
7. Season to taste.

Send Us Your Favourite Cottage Recipes! Email echo@whiteshellcottagers.com
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WHAT’S COOKING?
Beef Sirloin Lasagna
Makes 10 Servings
Ingredients
2 Tbsp (25 mL) canola oil
3 cloves of garlic, minced
1 medium onion, chopped (approximately 1 cup)
1 lb (500 g) ground sirloin beef
1/2 lb (250 g) Italian sausage (mild or spicy) 250g package
1/2 tsp (2.5 mL) fennel seeds
2 tsp (10 mL) Italian seasoning blend
2 tsp (10 mL) salt
1/2 tsp (2.5 mL) black pepper
1/4 tsp (1.5 mL) crushed red pepper flakes (optional)
1 (28 fl. ounce) can crushed tomatoes
2 (6 ounce) cans tomato paste
1/2 cup (120 mL) water
2 Tbsp (25 mL) sugar or ketchup
1 40 g package fresh basil, chopped (approximately 1/2 cup
chopped fresh basic) divided
3 Tbsp (45 mL) fresh parsley, chopped
1 package 16 oz ricotta cheese/cottage cheese
1 egg
3 cups Mozzarella cheese, shredded, divided
1 cup grated Parmesan cheese, divided
1/4 tsp (1.5 mL) nutmeg
1 package 375 g express lasagna noodle, oven ready (1/2 package required)
Directions
1. In a large stockpot on medium heat add oil, garlic, onion, salt,
pepper, fennel seed, Italian seasoning, cook until onion begins to
soften.
2. Add beef and sausage, removed from casings, break up until
well combined.
3. Add tomato paste, crushed tomatoes, water and sugar. Simmer
on low heat for 1-2 hours stirring occasionally.
4. Remove from heat and add fresh chopped basil (1/4 cup), stir
and set to cool.
5. Combine in a large bowl, ricotta, basil (1/4 cup), parsley, mozzarella, parmesan (1/2 cup each), egg and nutmeg.
6. In a 9×13 inch baking dish ladle the beef sauce to cover the
bottom. Arrange oven-ready lasagna noodles to cover the sauce.
Add half the ricotta cheese mixture and spread evenly over the
noodles. Sprinkle approximately 1 cup of mozzarella over the ricotta cheese. Layer a second layer of beef sauce, noodles, ricotta
and mozzarella. Top with the remaining amount of beef sauce and
cover with remaining mozzarella and parmesan cheese.
7. Bake at 350 F (180 C) for 35-45 minutes.

Sheet Pan Pomegranate Orange Chicken
Makes 6-8 Servings
Ingredients
Juice and zest of 1 large orange
1 cup (250 mL) pomegranate juice
1 1/2 Tbsp (22 mL) dried thyme
1/4 tsp (1 mL) ground cumin
1/8 tsp (0.5 mL) ground cinnamon
1/4 tsp (1 mL) freshly ground black
pepper
1/4 cup (60 mL) canola oil
1/2 tsp (2 mL) Kosher salt
3 lbs (1.4 kg) chicken pieces, bone in, skin on
2 cups (250 mL) cubed butternut squash
2 medium parsnips, peeled and cut on diagonal into 1/4 inch thick
pieces
1 red onion cut into 3/4 inch wedges
1/2 cup (125 mL) chicken broth
1 cup (250 mL) whole walnuts or pecans
2 Tbsp (30 mL) fresh chopped flat leaf parsley
1 Tbsp (15 mL) fresh chopped mint
Directions
1. In a medium saucepan, combine the orange juice and pomegranate juice. Bring to a boil over a medium heat and cook until
reduced to 1/4 cup (about 15 minutes). This can be done ahead of
time if preferred.
2. Add 1/2 the orange zest, thyme, cumin, cinnamon and pepper.
3. Remove sauce from heat and cool to room temperature. Whisk
in the oil and salt.
4. Place chicken pieces, squash, parsnips, and onion into a large
bowl. Pour sauce over chicken and vegetables; mix until everything is well coated.
5. Preheat oven to 400F.
6. Grease a large rimmed sheet pan (or 2 smaller pans).
7. Scatter vegetables over the
bottom of the sheet. Arrange
the chicken, skin side up, in between the vegetables. Roast for 30
minutes.
8. Remove pan from oven and reduce temperature to 375F. Pour
the broth around the chicken pieces and scatter the nuts around
the chicken. Return the pan to the oven and roast until the vegetables are tender and a thermometer in the largest chicken piece
reads 170F (about 15 minutes).
9. Remove from oven and let stand 10 minutes. Remove chicken
to a warm serving platter and arrange vegetables and nuts around.
Top with remaining orange zest, parsley and mint. Serve with rice
or couscous.

Pina Colada White Bean Smoothie
Makes 4-6 Servings
Ingredients
1 cup (250 mL) cooked white beans, rinsed well
2 cups (500 mL) pineapple juice
1 can (400 mL) light coconut milk
1/2 cup (125 mL) mashed ripe banana
1 1/2 cups (375 mL) crushed ice
1/2 cup (125 mL) vanilla Greek yogurt, fat free
2 Tbsp (30 mL) honey
1 Tbsp (15 mL) fresh lime juice
Directions
1. Place all ingredients into a blender and puree until smooth
2. Pour into glasses, garnish with a slice of lime and serve
immediately

Send Us Your Favourite Cottage Recipes! Email echo@whiteshellcottagers.com
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I Knew My Neighbours By Their
Colourful Old Outboards

by Gord Lindwall
Star Lake

Brown 10 HP Johnson and blue 7½ HP Evinrude circa 19561957.

F

irst a bit of background. Growing up
as a young carefree child
I was fortunate enough
to spend my entire summers during school vacation periods at our
family co�age located in
the Whiteshell Provincial Park at Star Lake.
Our family co�age was
built in 1951, my parents
met in the Whiteshell
and I came along 10
years later so growing
up in this area was something I’ve always known
and grown to love.
I was able to keep this
arrangement going from
the time I was eight years
old till I turned 16. Then
I got a summer job the
following year, graduated from high school
and the whole life/work
routine gradually diminished my time at the
co�age and being on the

My original green 5½ HP 1954 Johnson as it looked in the
fall. I’m currently in the process of rebuilding it and hope to
have it ready for this year’s Star Lake Poker Derby.

lake.
I was being taken care
of by my grandmother
during those early years
and the majority of my
summer days were spent
ﬁshing. I ﬁshed in those
days like some athletes
train for marathons.
My waking hours consisted of heading out on
the lake to go ﬁshing in
the morning, coming
in for lunch, sometimes
heading out after lunch
to ﬁsh again, or just soak
up the sun, then head

Newspaper ad for the 60 HP Flying Scott.

out to ﬁsh after supper
time and make it back
just as the sun was setting. Many a time I was
scolded by my grandmother for coming home
when it was so dark. I
always argued that one
can see be�er when one
is on the lake in a boat
when it’s dark.
The summer I turned
12, I was delighted to
discover the new cottage owners a few doors
down had three boys
that were all close together in age to me except the youngest, Dave,
who was a toddler. Their
mom was looking after
them and they were going to be at their co�age
for the entire summer
while their dad worked
in the city during weekdays.
A family friend gave
me an old, homemade,
leaky row boat around
this time and my uncle
located a 1954 green 5 ½
HP Johnson motor to
use on it to get around
the lake. I still have this
motor today.
With the help of my
new found friends we
painted the insides of
that boat with leftover

paint in the typical kid
fashion of ge�ing more
paint on ourselves than
the boat but in the process a miracle happened
… The boat stopped
leaking and never did
again! My grandmother
was amazed.
My friends, the Cormacks, had the exact
same motor but on a
lighter ﬁberglass boat
and it didn’t ma�er
which brother was driving they always managed to beat me by a
boat length if we raced.
Among ourselves we
had a standing agreement that if either of us
should blow up their
motor ﬁrst we would
donate it to the remaining survivor for parts.
Sadly, the Cormacks’
motor did die ﬁrst but
this happened by the
time we were close to
our 20s. The motor was
stolen in the fall before
the donation was made.
I get a small amount of
satisfaction picturing the
expression on the thief’s
face when he found out
his purloined goods
amounted to nothing
more than a seized engine.
Now to the story
Spending as much
time on the water as I
did during those years
with my friends you
couldn’t help but notice
your neighbours in their
boats and what type of
motor they had.
The McKie family
across the bay had a 7½
HP blue Evinrude most

likely a 1956-1957 on
an aluminum Aeroliner
boat. My friend a few
co�ages down, Ross,
had the same setup.
The Jacksons had a
1970s 6 HP white Evinrude on a green aluminum boat. The McTavishes had a black 9.8 HP
Mercury on a 14 foot
Lund. That 9.8 Merc was
fast. The knock on the
Mercury ﬁshing motors
of those days was they
were fast but didn’t troll
well, on the other hand
they were considered
superior motors for waterskiing compared to
the big bulky large displacement Johnson motors of that era.
Mr. Engers, at one
time, had one of the fastest boats on Star Lake,
powered by a 60 HP Flying Sco�.
He
would
cruise
around the lake just before sunset honking his
air horn, smiling and
waving to his neighbours as he passed by,
always wearing his captain’s hat.
For those old enough
to recall, the Sco� Atwater motors of the day
were not very pre�y to
look at and Mr. Enger’s
motor seemed to spend
more time in the shop
than on the lake. My
friends and I always got
a good laugh over the
Flying Sco� moniker.
Still brings a smile to my
face.
The Pi�s had an early
Continued on page 27
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West Hawk Lake Yacht Club
By Paul Krestanowich

W

hat a beautiful
summer of 2017 it
was, bug free and warm,
but sadly not a lot of wind
for sailing.
For the twelfth summer, the club ran one of
the largest Learn-to-Sail
programs in the province,
using our club sail boats
exclusively for only the
second time in our recent
history.
Three courses were offered; CANSail 1-3 introductory programs for
youth and adults, plus
an intermediate class.
Unfortunately, the windsurﬁng program had to
be cancelled due to no
certiﬁed instructors being
available.
The LTS program was
again a success with thirty-one students taking
part. We also welcomed
back ten Girl Guides
from Caddy Lake who
had an incredible week of
wind. There were some
hard core sailors in this
group who thrived in the
crazy wind they had that
week. Hopefully we’ll see
them back this summer.
We also had excellent

Left, Declan Ryan and Colin Krestanowich waiting for wind
on a calm day. Above, the Learn to Sail group.

instructors come from
across Manitoba to teach
in 2017, namely Graham
Moll, Kayden Polachek
and Laura Hrichishen.
Congratulations To Our
Youth and Adult Racers
Brennan Agar represented us very well again
in her Laser Radial, in the
Homecoming Rega�a at
Gimli Yacht Club (6th),
the Prairie Wind Rega�a,
Gimli, (4th), and Fish Fly
Cup at Falcon Yacht Club
(6th).
Tom Saunders and
Derek Hayden in their
Albacore KC6614 ‘Stealth
Pig’ took the 2017 Season
Series and WHLYC Open
championship. This was
Tom’s ﬁfth time pu�ing
his name on the cup, the
last time was in 1976!
Brennan Agar, last
year’s winner, in her La-

ser L198367 ﬁnished second in a tight race with
third place going to Paul
Krestanowich in his Laser L4867 ‘Rainbow Warrior.’ Thanks to the seven
boats that took part in
last year’s races. Hopefully we can build upon
last year with even more
boats participating.
WHYLC Opti Championships AM : 1st – Lucas
Hendrikson, 2nd – Moira
Sie, 3rd – Theo Sie
WHYLC Opti Championships PM: 1st – Cole
Anseeuw, 2nd – Aaron
Krestanowich,
3rd –
Noah Hayden .
Canada Games
Paul
Krestanowich
(Major Oﬃcial) and Brennan Agar (Social Media)
represented our club and
were selected as oﬃcials
for the Canada Games at

the Gimli YC in August.
Passing of a Former
Commodore
On a sad note we were
told of the recent passing
of Dr. Jim Mitchell at the
age of 97 by his daughter Susan. He was one of
the founding members of
the original West Hawk
Yacht Club in 1959 and
served a term as commodore. He raced a Fireball
in the weekly series and
built one of the original
wood Cadet sailboats the
club used for their Learn
to Sail programs. We
used his Cadet for our
LTS programs for our
ﬁrst ﬁve years after we
resurrected the club in
2006 — now that’s well
built! Our sincerest condolences to the family.
Sport Manitoba Bingo
As many of you have

noticed this year we have
not been emailing out for
bingo volunteers. Sport
Manitoba has changed
the way they hand out
bingo dollars. Volunteers
are no longer required
because the bingos have
been changed to electronic only. With our capital
campaign in full swing
and the building of our
new docks and storage
garage this winter, Sailing Manitoba has been
very generous in giving
us two bingo grants totalling $1,500 towards our
capital campaign.
The new storage site beside Big Island Landing
has been cleared of brush
and a few trees thanks to
Paul Krestanowich and

Continued next page

Dorothy Lake
By Inge Scholte

T

he new year brought
us enough snow to
enjoy and, despite some
serious cold spells, there
were so many sunny days
that most people consider
it a good winter
The ﬁrst week in March
has arrived with mild
temperatures and a sense
that winter is on the way
out.
Passages
Our friend Wilhelm
Joseph (Bill) Kreyes still
had some of his usual
weekend walks at the
lake in December, but
before the year ended
he was hospitalized. He

passed away in January,
at age 94. Henk and I
shared a 52-year friendship, as we met Bill and
his wife Marie Louise
when we lived in Selkirk.
They introduced us to the
two-seater kayak, and we
spent many weekends
on the water, camping or
cross-country skiing.
Born in Cologne, he
was a medic during the
war. While wounded in
Crimea several times,
he was still tending the
wounded on his bicycle
during the bombing
of Cologne. Following
his calling to do “God’s
work” he completed his
medical degree by 1949.
Married, Bill and his wife

Wilhelm Joseph
(Bill) Kreyes

emigrated to Canada in
1951. Both worked in
New Brunswick, moving to Manitoba in 1957,
where Bill completed a
Master of Science degree
at the U of M. He practised psychiatry in Winnipeg and at the Selkirk

Mental Health Centre,
where we all met.
After Marie Louise suddenly passed away in
1983, Bill often joined us
at Dorothy Lake, where
he tried waterskiing,
swam, and did a lot of
walking. He cared about
all living things, observing and studying creatures great and small. For
the last four years he lived
in Pinawa.
Bill was a wonderful person. Very private
yet personable, he was
a man of great humility.
Disciplined for himself,
he was gentle with others. He had a sunny disposition, and was always
willing to help others.

A long-time student of
history and politics left
him a paciﬁst. His writings were passionate, yet
measured. He would lose
himself in music, with
symphonies, requiems
and operas topping the
list. But he’d sing along
with gusto when popular
hits from days gone by,
country music or Leonard Cohen were playing.
Henk and I loved him,
learned from him, and
cherish his memory.
Send Me Your News
Your news and stories
arewelcomedbyourreaders. Please call Inge at (204)
348-7240, or email me
at hendrikscholte@msn.
com
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Falcon Yacht Club — Ladies, Start Your Engines!
By Cynthia Grant

W

hy should your
kids or grandkids
have all the summer lake
fun? You can learn to sail
this summer. Why? Because you can!
The Falcon Yacht Club
(FYC) is hosting a ﬁve day
Learn to Sail program for
adult women followed by
a series of weekend fun
races and a skill development clinic.
Our goal is to create an
adult women’s sail racing
program like the ones in
South West Florida that
have been a successful
adventure since the 1970s.
Women from Tampa Bay
south to Venice on the
Florida Gulf Coast started sailing small training
dinghies, known as Optimists or Prams. (Prams
are an older wooden version of the Optimist).

Why this small bathtub
size sailboat? Because
they ﬁt most female body
types, they are stable and
easy to learn on.
Check out the Florida
Women’s Sailing Association website: www.fwsa.
net. After successfully
completing the Learn
to Sail program, participants started weekly sailing races. Workshops on
how to “race” a sailboat
developed. Clubs were
established and inter-club
rega�as followed. Today
there are ten active clubs
in southwest Florida with
over 400 women (age 30
to 90 something) racing
Optimists and Sunﬁsh
dinghies.
The ladies club in my
region of Venice, Fla., is
called the Bi�er Ends.
Check out our website:
www.bitterendsvenice.
com
We race against other

Cynthia Grant of FYC sails an
Optimist in Florida.

clubs including the Main
Sheet Mamas, (Tampa),
the Salty Sisters, (St. Petersburg) and the Wind
Lasses (Dunedin).
There is no other region
in North America (or the
world?) that oﬀers this
kind of women’s dinghy
sailing ... until maybe the

summer of 2018 in the
South Whiteshell of Manitoba, at the Falcon Yacht
Club (FYC).
Ladies Learn to Sail
Program July 9 through
July 13, 2018 (afternoons).
Skill Development Clinic – Racing for non-racers
– July 14 (about 1 hour)
facilitated by our very
own Olympic sailors and
FYC members, Sharlene
and David Telles-Langdon.
Fun Races - July 14, 22,
29 and Aug. 5.
The Falcon Yacht Club
is located next to Faloma
Beach Marina at Falcon
Lake.
What Do I Need?
• Ability to swim three
lengths of a pool.
• Life jacket - snug ﬁt
type.
• Water shoes.
• Hat, sunscreen, sunglasses, water bo�le.

• Sense of adventure.
COST: $210 for Learn to
Sail and the clinic July 14
(includes Sail Manitoba
membership)
FYC annual membership is an additional
$180.
You do not have to join
to take the Ladies Learn
to Sail Program. Membership is required to participate in the Fun Race Series, and for use of Club
boats and facilities.
Register
Watch for our online
registration at www.falconyachtclub.ca
Questions?
Contact me: Cynthia
Grant at: cjlgrant@hot mail.com
Enrollment is
Limited
Let’s do this! Let’s start
a women’s sail boat race
club in the north.
Let’s have some fun on
Falcon Lake!

West Hawk Lake Yacht Club cont’d from page 26
Kevin Anseeuw.
We received our building permits from Parks
and the Oﬃce of the Fire
Commissioner in late August. The nine concrete
pads were set and leveled
in September thanks to
Kevin Harbo�le, Adam
Krestanowich and Ae-

den Loschiavo. The ﬂoating dock and ramp were
installed in January on
the frozen lake. The storage garage will be built
when the weather warms
slightly in March and the
lake is still frozen enough
for us to get the lumber
delivered. Carrying it

through the bush from
the road would not be
fun! When we are ready
to build and dates are
set we will email the full
membership to see who
can help our local carpenters. Thank you again for
those that have donated
generously towards our

capital campaign, we
could not complete this
legacy without your help!
We are still a few thousand dollars away from
the goal. For those that
would still like to donate
please contact Paul Krestanowich at info@whlyc.
ca or 204-479-7100.

Going forward, we
promise to give you updates on the building,
dock, site, etc. Please
check our website for
regular updates www.
whlyc.ca
Have a great spring and
we’ll see you on the water
soon!

Colourful Old outboards continued from page 24
70s white low proﬁle barrel shaped 9.5 HP Johnson on a 14-foot aluminum boat that I only saw
used a handful of times
throughout the years
and it always looked
new. I approached Mrs.
Pi� to see if she would
be interested in selling
the boat and motor but
she wasn’t. I’m not sure
what ever became of
that boat and motor after she sold her co�age a
few years later.
After the demise of
their 5½ HP Johnson,
Mr. Cormack located a
used 1956 10 HP Holiday Bronze Johnson for
his boys to use.
Johnson (OMC Corporation ) only produced
this colour for three
years from 1956-1958

and these old Brown
Johnsons are still my
favourite motors to this
day. I just like the way
they look compared to
the previous Sea Horse
Green Johnsons like my
1954.
Fred the Unfortunate
I’ll withhold the unfortunate brother’s name
regarding this ‘incident’
and just call him Fred.
This story is both funny
and tragic at the same
time. Although it’s provided in the second person, here goes ...
I can’t fully recall if this
happened on the ﬁberglass ﬁshing boat or the
smaller speed boat the
boys had at the time.
It’s the start of a new
boating season and Fred
is excited to get out on

the lake. Everything’s
in place and motors
are warmed up. As the
boat slowly leaves the
dock Fred twists on the
thro�le to head out to
the open water when
suddenly the beautiful
10HP Holiday Bronze
Johnson comes ﬂying
oﬀ the back of the boat
and sinks. Fred forgot to
tighten the motor to the
boat’s transom.
The way the motor
came oﬀ it was hard to
determine the exact location of where it may
have ended up. Star
Lake is not very deep
but has a muddy bo�om
or as my uncle says, has
a “loon sh*t bo�om” so
this greatly hampered
any search eﬀorts. Rumour has it the motor

was still running under
water for a bit before it
ﬁnally left us for good.
I’ve heard through the
years some scuba divers
searched the area but to
date it still hasn’t been
found as far as I know.
To me the golden
years of outboards were
from the mid 50s to late
70s when the cowlings
had colours and character and then for unknown reasons almost
all of the manufacturers,
except Mercury Marine,
changed their colours
over to white.
Next came electronics,
fuel pumps, computers,
metallic ﬂake 350 HP
Bass boats capable of
speeds of up to 116 mph,
and so on, but does all
of this really add to the

enjoyment of simply
spending a day boating
on the lake using an old
colourful outboard to
get around and see your
neighbours?
As you can probably
tell, I love old outboard
motors. Fixing and restoring them is a rewarding hobby of mine.
If you have any outboard motor stories to
share or if you have an old
outboard motor you no
longer wish to care for or
want it to go to a good loving home drop me a line
at glindwall@shaw.ca
Happy boating, see
you on the lake. Have a
safe summer.
Gord Lindwall
Star Lake
Block 3 Lot 7
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South Whiteshell Trail Association

New Pedestrian Trail For Penniac Bay
with his medium size
excavator. It is amazing
to watch these guys manipulate these machines.
In the spring Mark and
Kyle will be back to touch
up some areas and pack
the trail.
The next phase we are
currently working towards is the shoreline
section. We have been

By Gary Turnbull

F

or the past 12 years
the West Hawk Community has been trying to
build a safer route for pedestrians and cyclists at
Penniac Bay. Highway 44
is very close to the shoreline as it passes by the
western edge of Penniac
Bay on West Hawk Lake.
In several places there is
virtually no shoulder on
either side to retreat to
when vehicles pass by.
This road was built in the
1940s and was a section of
the original Hwy 1 from
Rennie to West Hawk.
The highway department
at that time blasted a cliﬀ
that was blocking the way
at the end of the bay. They
pushed the blasted rock,
and additional boulders
from other nearby rock
cuts, into the lake to build
up a stable road bed.
Ten years ago the South
Whiteshell Trail Association received a grant
to build a section of trail
from the West Hawk
town site to the southern
shore of Penniac Bay. A
bridge was constructed
and donated by AYA
Builders to cross a creek
just before the bay. Unfortunately that is where the
trail ended, with a bridge
to nowhere.
Even though there were
some funds available to
complete the shoreline
section at that time, the
project stalled. Then the
grant expired before the
additional money required could be raised
and the required permits and environmental
license for this section
could be approved. Since
then a new section of trail
was built from the north
end of the business section at Penniac Bay (at
Mason’s Plumbing and
the Mason Jar) to Caddy
Lake Resort. This left a
1.5 km gap in the trail at
Penniac Bay. For the past
ﬁve years there have been
several a�empts to close
this gap with alternative

At left, work on the trail
began in early December.
Below, the completed
switchback section of the
trail.

routes on the west side
of Highway 44. None of
these alternatives were
acceptable to build because of high cost or safety concerns.
In August, 2017 the
South Whiteshell Trail
Association met with the
Falcon and West Hawk
Chamber of Commerce
and we determined the
best route to close the
gap was the original plan
from 12 years ago. We
agreed to invest our time
and eﬀort to fundraise for
charitable donations and
obtain the regulatory approvals, to make a shoreline trail on the east side
of Highway 44 a reality.
In October we received a
$39,000 grant from Trans
Canada Trails and the
Chamber of Commerce
donated $11,000. We also
received a very generous
pledge of $25,000 from
Gail Asper. Gail has been
a strong supporter of the
National Trans Canada
Trail initiative for many
years and we are grateful
for her support of this local project too. With these
combined funds and
some additional support
from Trails Manitoba we
were able to tender the
construction of the land
sections of the gap. At
the end of November we
received approval from
Manitoba Infrastructure
(MI) and Sustainable Development (SD) to build
the north and south land
sections of the trail to the
shores of Penniac Bay.
JKW Construction won

the tender and began
construction in early December. Mark and Kyle
Wiebe did most of the
construction with some
guidance from their father, Jack. The Wiebe’s
have a co�age at Falcon
Lake and have been great
supporters of the South
Whiteshell trail system.
It was an incredible delight to see how much
they were able to accomplish in the snow before
the very cold weather
hit. Mark is a very skillful and eﬃcient operator of a large hoe excavator. At one point they
had nine people working with trucks, loaders,
skid steers and ﬂaggers.
They also sub-contracted
work to a Penniac local,
Brent D’Argis (Dargy’s
Yard Construction), for
several days to help build
the switchback down the
ridge on the north side of
Penniac Bay. Brent was
able to accurately place
the boulders to support
and retain the switchback

consulting with a geological engineer with the
landscape design ﬁrm,
Scatliff+Murray+Miller;
and a project management engineer from Stantec. These people and organizations have all been
working pro bono for us
up to this point. The engineering plan is to build a
three-metre wide trail on
the lake side of the hydro
poles (six meters from the
edge of the highway) using a rock inﬁll that will
blend in visually with
the current highway road
bed. The engineering design was to be complete
by the end of March and
we expect MI, SD, and
environmental approvals from the Department
of Fisheries (DFO) by the
end of this summer. Construction will most likely
begin on the ice at the end
of February, 2019.
We have also begun the
fundraising for the shoreline section. We have applied for a second grant
from the Trans Canada

Trail Foundation. This
grant application is for
part of the $30 million
of federal funding over
the next ﬁve years that
was announced last year
for capital improvement
projects to sections of the
Great Trail across Canada. We will be notiﬁed
at the end of March if our
application is approved.
If we are successful this
grant will cover 35 per cent
of our construction costs.
The remaining 65 per
cent will have to be raised
through other grants and
donations from the community. With the land
sections now built to the
shores of Penniac Bay we
are commi�ed to closing this dangerous gap
in the South Whiteshell
Trail. We still have a long
way to go to raise enough
funds to ﬁnish this project. We are currently applying for other grants,
but our options are limited, and there are many
other organizations competing for the same funds.
We know we will need to
raise signiﬁcant private
donations to complete
our vision of a safer pedestrian trail.
Can we count on your
support to close this dangerous gap? Every donation will help us get closer
to reaching our goal. Tax
deductible donations can
be made online at www.
trailsmanitoba.ca/donate
and checking the box to
designate your donation for “Trail Improvement Project – South
Whiteshell.” Please send
questions or comments
to swtainfo@gmail.com
or call me (Gary Turnbull) directly at 204981-1856. Creative fund
raising ideas and enthusiastic people for this project would be a welcome
addition to our committee.
Look for an update to
our construction plans
and our fund raising
plans in the next issue of
the Whiteshell Echo.
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Big Whiteshell Lake
By Pat Fulcher

W

e say a warm welcome to
spring which is just around
the corner. It has been a long
cold, (I really mean frigid) winter. Those first swirls arrived in
October with the final assault on
March 5.
However cold the temps, there
are the hardy among us! Out and
about on the snow-covered lake
ice fishing was alive and well. A
small community of ice shacks, augers and good times did abound.
And, yes, a few fish were caught.
An Excellent
Snowmobile Adventure
Although the snowfall was not
in abundance this year there was
enough for Whiteshell Lake buddies Aldo, Randy, and Curtis to
take to the trails on their excellent
adventure! Fifteen hundred miles
by snowmobile to Michigan.
Wow! Congrats guys. By all accounts it was a ride of a lifetime.
Poker Derby
Feb. 24 saw many Whiteshell
cottagers participating in the annual poker derby. Awww ... again
just one card short of a win! But a
good time for all.
A Lot of Folks Out This Winter
As we enjoy our cabin in the
winter, so peaceful, cozy and
beautiful, we notice that more and
more cottagers are out in the winter as well. Two of those people
are Mike and Danielle Gerylo. So,
meet the Gerylo’s. I met Mike at
a Grey Cup fundraiser. His mom
Debbie is 94 and comes out to the
cabin and stays from spring to the
first snowfall. They are still in the
original cabin on Block 1, which
was one of the first three cabins
on the lake! Mike worked for
Ken Swirsky and Henry Bergan
(Whiteshell Lake Lodge) in his
younger years. Now Mike and
Danielle bring their son Emmett
out to the lake. They love fishing,
hunting and they the love winter
at the lake.
Lake Directors Working
on Behalf of Cottagers
Jacques Nault and Tannis Fries
continue to work tirelessly on our
behalf as Big Whiteshell Lake Directors for the Whiteshell Cottagers Association. Folks at our lake
who are WCA members continually receive updates from Jacques.
We are a lucky lot to be so well
informed and represented. Some
highlights in a nutshell:

Aldo, Randy, and Curtis take to the trails on their excellent adventure, fifteen hundred
miles by snowmobile to Michigan.

Mike and Danielle Gerylo.

The annual snowmobile poker derby was Feb. 24.

• Our land leases will be frozen
for a further two years while the
association continues to negotiate fair and equitable increases.
Thank you to Dr. Daniel Klass
as he continues to represent the
WCA in these talks with Minister
Rochelle Squires.
•
Presently
the North
Whiteshelll does not have 911 service.Acommitteehasbeenformed
with representation from persons with firefighting, paramedic
and management experience. If
you are interested in volunteering or adding input, contact the
Whiteshell Cottagers Association

at wca@whiteshellcottagers.com.
Hopefully a 911 service will be
available in the near future. Also,
if you are receiving the Echo, you
are a member of the WCA and
are entitled to various discounts
listed on page 14. Make sure you
let your neighbours know of the
many benefits of membership!
Hydro Clear-cutting
Many folks will be getting ready
to head out to the lake for spring
cleanup, to get ready for the summer season. You will note the
clear-cutting of trees and bush beneath the hydro lines. We realize
it is necessary to keep these areas

clear to help prevent the lines being knocked over during storms
which leads to power outages. It
was, however, quite shocking to
see the amount of vegetation that
is gone.
Block 4 Road Unsafe
Still to be addressed is the deplorable condition of the Block
4 road to the store. Oh so many
potholes. A big accident just waiting to happen. This well travelled
stretch for gas and groceries is a
huge safety concern. Please take it
slow and with caution down this
road, as well as travelling down
all roads. As the warmer weather
approaches we see many more
walkers, cyclists and children on
the roads. SAFETY FIRST!!!
Leash Your Dogs
With more folks coming out,
one cottager wanted to send out
a reminder to keep dogs on leashes or within the confines of your
yard. A frightening experience
with two large unfamiliar dogs on
the attack, with no owner in sight,
halted her regular walks. We want
all folks to feel comfortable and
safe while enjoying the lake.
Welcome Back
Big Whiteshell Lake is a very
special place! We welcome back
to the lake Sean Humphries and
his family who purchased a cabin
on Block 5. Sean grew up at Big
Whiteshell Lake with his mom,
dad and sisters. He had a short
stint at Lake of the Woods, but has
found his way home! We wish
him great fishing and happy times
at the lake.
Baby Boom
The baby boom is alive and well
on Block 4 as the Krueger family
welcomed Beau in October. Congrats to Kristi and Johnny.
Right next door, Amy and Nick
welcomed Kenzie to the Fulcher
cabin. Time to pull out the elephant
kiddie pool out onto the deck.
Lake Lovers Are Everywhere
You meet lake lovers everywhere. I must give a shout out
‘hello’ to two lake lovers I met on
a plane to Arizona. Shawn, a year
round resident of Otter Falls, sat
next to me going south, and coming back it was Myrna from Betula. Of course the conversation was
about love of the lake.
Liberty’s Library
As in the past, Liberty of Big
Whiteshell Lake Resort will continue to offer her lending library.

Continued on page 32
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The Dock Guy

By Mike Adey

A

s spring approaches
and knowing that
summer is just around the
corner with the warmth
of the summer sun, our
thoughts turn to cabin life
and those warm days relaxing on the dock and
deck.
In my last article I talked
about the introduction of
the steel truss to the lake
shores, for use in construction of docks that can be removed for winter to avoid
Mother Nature’s frozen
wrath.
A truss is usually two
pieces of metal, a top and
bottom with a webbing,

usually rod shaped in a
“V” fashion and welded
in a continuous fashion.
In today’s home and cottage construction, wooden
trusses are used for roofing,
as well as for second stories on cabins and homes
Nowadays, even floor
trusses are becoming more
visible in building practices. Bridges are even starting to be constructed with
enormous truss work.
Why the Truss?
Trusses were designed
to go long spans without support. They are
light weight compared to
beams; solid or laminated.
Over the years they show
minimal movement compared to wooden beams or
solid entities. Greatest of
all is the ability to support
considerable loads in long
unsupported spans.
So why in docks? Steel
trusses answered a lot of
the problems associated
with wood constructed
docks. Steel would out last
its wooden counterpart in
years of service. Longer

Steel truss construction has made docks and decks longer and stronger.

spans of the dock could be
made and greater distances into the water could be
achieved. One of the most
important was the lack of
deflection or movement of
the dock structure up and
down. This enabled the
docks to be built in longer
lengths with less support,
meaning fewer legs in the
water.
As I described before, our
dock on Brereton Lake was
an early steel truss design
an expanded out 20 feet

into the water with only
two legs for support at the
20 foot mark. Our old crib
dock was shorter and had
two cribs to support the
top frame of our wooden
dock. Just look up in almost
any big building or arena
today and you will see the
steel truss supported roof.
Steel trusses opened up a
whole new world of possibilities for dock builders.
I have seen over the years
many different designs
and styles of trusses made
and used for docks. But

the goal seemed to be the
same; to go further with
less support.
The steel truss opened
the door of possibilities as
to what options the cottage
owner could now do with
his or her docks and decks
on the lake shore.
Many steel truss docks
and decks made their debut in the 1970s an 80s, and
many are still in use today.
The steel truss has become
part of the landscape in the
Whiteshell.

Next Echo Deadline
is May 1, 2018,
for the
June, 2018 issue
Contact
The Editor at
echo@whiteshellcottagers.
com
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Big Whiteshell cont’d from page 29

Hydro clear-cutting is preventative maintenance but removes a lot of
vegetation.

If you have any used books you would like to share, bring them
down to the store. A book on the beach in the sun, what could be
better.
Fishing Season
Opening of fishing season is just around the corner. Time to tune
up the motors, clean up the tackle box and don’t forget the fishing
licence. Park passes are also available at Big Whiteshell Lake Resort
and Whiteshell Lake Lodge.
Hurry Up, Summer!
Just the anticipation of another season at the lake is exciting. Catching up with folks you haven’t seen in a while, enjoying family and
friends on docks, and decks, just being outside!
Thank you to Mike and Danielle Gerylo for sharing their story.
Please don’t hesitate to share yours with me. I close with wishes
of live wells full of fish, baskets abounding with blueberries and
wonderful, memory-making family times at Big Whiteshell Lake.
Enjoy!
Send Me Your News
Drop in, drop me a line, come say hello! Email me at
patfulcher26@gmail.com. See you at the lake!

