
    Protect  
Manitoba’s 
       trees.

Don’t move          
       firewood.

Emerald Ash 

Borers are  

a threat!

What do EABs look like? 
Adults:

•   the average length is 7.5 to 13.5 
millimetres (about ½ inch)

•  as their name suggests, they are  
a shiny metallic green in colour  

•  they have a bright red abdomen,  
which is visible only when the wings  
and forewings are pulled back

Larvae: 

•  they live under the bark and are  
creamy white in colour

•  full grown they can be up to 5 cm  
(2 inches) long

Larvae (Pennsylvania Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources 
Forestry Archive Bugwood.org)
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For more information, or if  
you suspect you see signs of EAB, 

call Manitoba Sustainable  
Development’s tree care line at:

204-945-7866
or visit:

Manitoba.ca/stopthespread

02/2018



The emerald ash borer (EAB) is a 
highly destructive invasive wood 
boring beetle that kills ash trees. 

DON’T MOVE FIREWOOD.
Emerald ash borers are spread through 
the movement of unprocessed ash wood 
products, particularly firewood.  

Help protect our trees. 
Don’t move firewood from the city to 
rural areas and vice versa, or from one 
campground to another. Instead, leave 
leftover firewood for the next camper. 
Firewood should never be transported 
between provinces. If you do have  
firewood and are entering Manitoba from 
another province, dispose of it in the  
orange bins located at some of Manitoba’s 
main entrance points including the Trans 
Canada Highway and Yellowhead Highway. 
It is illegal to import firewood from  
the U.S.A. into Canada.

Emerald Ash Borer Facts

•  EAB larvae are responsible for almost all  
of the damage. Adults are only around for  
a short time during the summer months.

•  They have a one to two year life cycle.  
Eggs are deposited between the ash tree’s 
bark crevices and take about two weeks  
to hatch. 

•  After hatching the larvae chew through  
the bark to the inner areas of the tree  
to feed and develop. While feeding, they 
produce S-shaped tunnels under the  
bark and emerge as adults in spring. 

•  To exit the tree, adults chew holes from 
their chamber through the bark, which 
leaves a characteristic small D-shaped  
exit hole.

•  These small D-shaped holes may be the 
first visible signs of an infected tree.

•  It takes one to six years of infestation  
to kill the tree.

•  All ash species planted in North America  
are susceptible to EAB. 

Since EABs are very hard to detect in the  
early stages, they often go unnoticed until it  
is too late. For this reason, EABs are difficult  
to control and manage. Prevention measures 
such as not moving firewood and early 
detection are the best defense against  
this devastating invasive forest pest. 

D-shaped exit holes, caused by the emergence of the 
adult stage of EAB. (Daniel Herms, The Ohio State 
University, Bugwood.org)


