
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ADVISORY – Whiteshell Provincial Park 
 
 

Keeping power lines clear of trees for safe and reliable power—Manitoba Hydro 
conducts right-of-way widening in Star and Brereton Lake Areas  

 
 

(WINNIPEG) – Manitoba Hydro’s mandate is to provide continuous, reliable, and economical 
electricity to its customers in an efficient and responsible manner.  
 
The effective management of vegetation under and near our power lines is a key component in 
meeting this mandate. 
 
Tree contact with our power lines is one of the most common causes of sudden outages.  Usually 
caused by high winds, these power outages are not only disruptive to customers, but tree-related 
outages are also a potential cause of wildfires. 
 
To address safety, reliability and fire concerns, Manitoba Hydro will undertake a right-of-way 
widening program in the Star and Brereton Lake areas to minimize tree-related incidents. This work 
will continue over the winter months. 
 
The areas include:  
 
• Hwy. 301 between Falcon Lake Town site and Faloma Beach 
• South Shore Falcon Lake to Shoal Lake 
• Falcon Beach Ranch West to Trans Canada Pipeline Station 
• Red Rock Lake to White Lake  
• Hwy. 309 to the South Shore Campground—Big Whiteshell  
 
The total extent of the project is approximately 20 kilometres. All vegetation management and tree 
removal activities will be carried out in strict compliance of Manitoba Sustainable Development 
regulations and work permit conditions. 
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Key considerations 
 
• In some locations, the Trans Canada Trail intersects or runs parallel to sections of power lines.  
Manitoba Hydro will operate in a manner to avoid the trail or any other integral park infrastructure.  
In the event any damage is inflicted to the trail or otherwise, Manitoba Hydro will assume full 
responsibility and pledges to work with park staff to conduct any remedial work that may be required. 
• Consideration in terms of width of tree removal will be given to individual cottages and 
subdivisions where residences are in close proximity to the lines. 
• Where a line’s right-of-way is located on an existing road allowance, Manitoba Hydro proposes 
to clear all standing timber and brush within a calculated “optimal clear width” zone of 11 metres 
from centerline on the forested side of the corridor. As much of the line is located on the existing 
road allowance, tree removal will only be required on one side.  However, there are intermittent 
locations where clearing will be required on both sides.  
• To ensure all debris, including tree tops and branches, are condensed along the corridor a full 
tree harvesting/chipping system will be used with biomass chipped back onto the corridor and 
levelled.  Round wood will be provided upon request for local domestic use. 
 
If you have any questions about our vegetation management program, please contact Manitoba 
Hydro in Winnipeg at 204-480-5900 or toll-free at 1-888-624-9376 or email Corporate 
Communications at PublicAffairs@hydro.mb.ca. 
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If you see a tree in contact with a power line 
 
•  Call us at 204-480-5900 in Winnipeg or 1-888-624-9376 outside Winnipeg, or contact the police 
immediately.  
•  A tree touching a power line can be energized; stay away from it and from anything the line 
may be touching.  
•  Never attempt to remove tree limbs from power lines as power lines knocked down by a 
broken tree branch may still carry an electrical charge. 

  •  Many outages caused by trees could be prevented by ensuring you do not plant your trees too 
close to power lines. See Right Tree—Right Place on our website at 
www.hydro.mb.ca/environment/right_tree_right_place.shtml for more information. 
 
 
 
 

For more information, please contact: Bruce Owen – Media Relations Officer 
                                                                                Tel: (204) 360-3651 

 Email: bowen@hydro.mb.ca  

After hours media line: Tel: (204) 360-3319 
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