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Children of the Whipped Cream

By Ronald S. Smith, WCA President

W

here has the summer gone?
It doesn’t seem that long
ago when forest ﬁres were threatening West Hawk and Caddy
Lake co�ages and then torrential
rains doused Whiteshell Provincial Park with six inches of rain
in six hours, causing blown out
culverts, road washouts, stranded
co�agers and ﬂood levels on every South Whiteshell lake. Caddy
Lake seemed to take the brunt
of Mother Nature’s gift from the
skies, with its lake level dramatically increasing six feet and causing severe damage and destruction
to many boat houses and co�ages.
This “once in ﬁfty years” storm
clearly identiﬁed and magniﬁed
the many ﬂaws and shortcomings
in the water ﬂow management infrastructure within the Whiteshell
Provincial Park watershed. To her
credit and within days of its occurrence, our new Minister of Sustainable Development, Honourable Catherine Cox and her staﬀ
took the time to personally visit
and review the extent of the ﬂood
damage. I must say that during
my ﬁve-year term as a Whiteshell
Co�agers Association Director,
this was the ﬁrst time I can recall
a presiding Provincial Parks Minister taking the time to visit stakeholders in our park.
Since the storm, your Whiteshell
Co�agers Association Environment Commi�ee, chaired by Alan
Roberts, has continuously and
tirelessly consulted with Manitoba
Infrastructure and Transportation
oﬃcials to both alleviate the dangerously high lake levels as we
approach the necessary fall lake
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level draw down in preparation
and anticipation of next spring’s
run-oﬀ; and, to make urgent systemic change recommendations
to alleviate and/or prevent future
wild weather disasters. Damaging
forest ﬁres, high lake levels and
many rainy weekends have made
this past summer one that will
be long remembered! Please read
the accompanying article wri�en
by Alan Roberts containing an
analysis of the ﬂaws in the present water management control for
Falcon Lake and other Whiteshell
Lakes ﬂowing westward from
West Hawk Lake, and proposed
changes his commi�ee has determined necessary in the long term
to maintain lake levels appropriate for normal lake activity. The
absolute urgency and importance
of the Lake Levels Sub-Committee and key Provincial Oﬃcials
working cooperatively together to
address water ﬂow management
in the Whiteshell Provincial Park
cannot be overstated!
Fire Hall Open House
On Sat., Aug., 13 I a�ended the
Annual Open House at the South
East Whiteshell Fire Hall. This
event is well organized, well attended and child-friendly. The
ﬁre hall opens its doors to all
stakeholders and guests. I was
impressed with the wide range of
ﬁre and rescue equipment on display, demonstrations and other
artifacts, photos and memorabilia
posted upstairs.

T

hese kids were participating in the Nutimik Olympics which, of course,
includes the Eating-Whipped-Cream-Pie-With-No-Hands event, a
demonstration sport for Tokyo 2020. To read more about fun and games
of all kinds, see our Lake Reports, pages 18-30. And our Photo Contest
ends this month, deadline to enter is Oct. 14, details on page 15.

Regaining Control of Water Levels
in the South Whiteshell
By Alan Roberts
Chair, WCA Lake Levels Committee

A

ll co�agers in the South Whiteshell have been sorely aﬀected by the high water levels we’ve experienced since June 25. Many, many have had major and
minor repairs to carry out or pay for to their docks, decks, and boathouses. Many
others have suﬀered damage to co�age foundations, to “ﬂoated” septic tanks,
loss of or damage to shoreline, and all co�agers have experienced loss of access to
docks, loss of use and enjoyment of water craft, and the list goes on.
At the WCA, our Lake Levels Commi�ee has been working tirelessly for the last
two years to reduce the risk of this from happening, and throughout this summer to
try to mitigate the damage. Some of our suggestions have fallen on deaf ears, some
have been listened to and implemented. The rainfall in June has graphically demonstrated the importance of the issues we’ve been raising, and have given us all lessons
that we have hopefully learned from and will not repeat. Having said this, the June 25
rainfall was not a “normal” storm, and may not be repeated in any of our lifetimes.
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Regaining Control of Water Levels Continued from Page 1
A brief summary of the program we
have underway is outlined below. It is
a combination of upgrading of physical facilities available for control of the
lake levels and development of management protocols that will reduce the
risk of losing control over the levels,
and help to protect against ﬂooding.
We have met on numerous occasions
with our counterparts in both Parks and
Manitoba Infrastructure and Transportation (MIT) to discuss the most
substantive issues aﬀecting the water
levels – and we are ﬁnding cooperation
on many fronts. We still have work to
do to extract sustainable ﬁscal budgets
for capital works from these two entities, but the signs of a more reasonable
approach are looking promising with
the new administration.
Falcon Lake
Most co�agers at Falcon Lake will
have noticed by now, that “we” (Parks
/Sustainable Development, and MIT)
have lost control over the lake water
level. The progressive loss of control
has been evident from the lake level records going back more than 25 years,
yet no eﬀort has been made to replace
or augment the original wooden level
control structure, now 58 years old. In
the fall of 2015, MIT initiated a study
to develop the preliminary design for
a new water level control facility. In
fact half of the original wooden structure was demolished in 2002, and replaced with a steel culvert of similar
size, which was then compromised in
2006 by installation of a rock weir to
reduce the movement of ﬁsh into and
out of the Falcon River. During this
time, annual precipitation levels have
increased dramatically – an estimated
rise of 60 per cent between 1925 and
2005. Precipitation is projected to increase a further 50 per cent by 2050. (S.
St. George, 2006).

Management protocol used to operate the level control structure was not
changed to try to deal with the higher
precipitation rate until the fall of 2014
– following the last ﬂood, when we
found that the capacity of the Falcon
River was exceeded by the heavy rains,
and the drainage capacity available
couldn’t lower the water level. Again
in 2015, after a relatively uneventful
summer (in terms of precipitation),
we had huge rainfall in mid-November which prevented drawing the lake
level down. So again (as in 2014), we
came into the summer of 2016 with
the water just below ﬂood level. The
rainfall of June 25 ﬂooded the entire
watershed and again consumed what
residual capacity was available in the
Falcon River, leaving us in a ﬂood that
has nowhere to go.
Increasing the capacity of the river
is being considered, but the cost of
dredging (even if Environment Canada
would permit it) would be prohibitive.
There is only a 6.5 ft. of drop in elevation from Falcon Lake to Shoal Lake
(which it drains into) and this is spread
out over some 20 km of meandering
river with a bed length more like 50 km
long. Beaver dams may be an issue in
some areas, but with so li�le slope on
a river travelling through a swamp, no
individual dam is going to be much of
an impediment. The only predictably
viable means of increasing the river’s
capacity is to raise its level at the top
end – essentially replicating the conditions that a ﬂood creates.
Raising the level can be done artiﬁcially by creating a barrier between
the lake and the river, and using high
volume pumps to lift the water across
the barrier. It could be done by turning
the south shore access road into a barrier (dam) – except that the biggest part
of the problem is the huge a�ribution

rate (inﬂow into the lake from the surrounding drainage basin) that Falcon
Lake and the Falcon River serves. Most
of the water that ﬂows out through the
Falcon River, comes into the lake as
runoﬀ – with a combined ﬂow rate that
is just too high to pump feasibly. The
water ﬂowing over the top of the south
Falcon access road from the Falcon
Creek and the East Braintree swamp
continues to ﬂow into the lake through
gated and ungated culverts now. This
inﬂow is believed to be the majority of
the extremely high and sustained attribution that Falcon Lake experiences,
and that ﬂoods the Falcon River as
well.
Assuming that the Braintree Swamp
and Falcon Creek are the main supply
channel into the lake, the only obvious
solution is to create a barrier by raising the South Falcon access road right
back to the edge of the Town of Falcon
Lake and use the ditch along the west
side of the roadway to divert this ﬂow
directly into the Falcon River, rather
than allowing it to enter the lake. This
would reduce the discharge rate needed to control the lake level and reduce
the size of whatever control device is
developed to “manage” the water level. Numerous hydraulic and environmental issues need to be studied and
resolved for this to happen, but it is
seen to be a prerequisite to the design
of whatever type of control facility is
selected.
A diversion such as this would, at
times, cause the Falcon River to be a
tributary to the lake. Preventing this
from occurring requires the causeway to become a dam, which in turn,
prejudices the selection of a pumped
discharge level control facility. The
WCA has encouraged MIT to make
preparations for the diversion of the
Braintree Swamp/Falcon Creek drain

during the fall of 2016 to conform
with MIT’s schedule for the development of a new level control during the
fall of 2017.
West Hawk & Caddy Lakes:
Both lakes beneﬁt from the
a b i l - ity of West Hawk Lake to
b u f f e r large swings in stored water
volume with a managed discharge
ﬂow rate PROVIDED that the lake
water level is MANAGED to maintain
available storage capacity within the
normal operating range. “We” have
learned this lesson from being caught
immediately prior to both of the ﬂoods
of the last three years, having too much
water in the reservoir, and having our
ability to provide this buﬀering function compromised. Greater diligence
in maintaining this buﬀer (operating
the lake level) has been oﬀered by MIT.
It should be noted that the rainfall on
June 25 of this year exceeded the normal buﬀering capacity available. However the severity of the ﬂooding would
have been lessened had more a�ention
been paid to achieving the necessarily
low drawdown level during the previous fall.
The biggest factor aﬀecting the severity of the ﬂooding on Caddy Lake was
the hydraulic limitations of the tunnels
beneath both CN and CP Rail lines
north of Caddy. These constraints are
outside the purview of the Manitoba
Government. However, both CN and
CP Rail are being approached by the
WCA with a plea to increase the capacity of these crossings of the Whiteshell
River. Relief from these constraints
will be expensive, and yield no return
to either rail line. Though we don’t
anticipate immediate success, we are
hopeful that their cooperation will be
forthcoming within the near future.

President’s Report Continued From Page 1
Fire Chief Bruce Morrison and
his outstanding team of volunteers,
that includes not only the volunteer
ﬁreﬁghters but also fundraisers and
other supporters who make this a
pre-eminent organization. Bruce
has shared his organization’s best
practices with the North Whiteshell
District where Vice-President Gary
Kennedy is a driving force with provincial oﬃcials behind an initiative
to set up a similar ﬁre and rescue
operation in our North Whiteshell
area. In particular, Geoff Smith, Regional
Field Supervisor has been a huge help in
this initiative.
Show and Shine
On Sun., Aug. 20 an inaugural Falcon
Lake Show and Shine was held to raise
money for the St. Amant Centre. Michael
McCarron was the organizer along with
his wife and Manny Damata. The show
displayed cars, trucks, motorcycles, boats
and big rigs and an exhibition of towing
and extraction vehicles. Free beef on a bun
along with a soft drink was available between Ski Nautique boats and other fancy
watercraft on display in front of the Shell
Station.
South East Whiteshell Cemetery
On Sun., Aug. 21 I was invited to represent the WCA at an historic event along
Highway 301 in the Red Pines forest area
close to Faloma Beach. The grand opening
of the South East Whiteshell Cemetery was

very meaningful and the setting was awesome. We learned the difference between
a graveyard (on church property and designated for that church’s members) and a
cemetery (off church property). Please see
Sandra Fisette’s article in this Echo (page 6)
that shares the 15-year-long journey by a
very dedicated group of Whiteshell stakeholders. The constituency MLA, Dennis
Smook, along with Mike Gilbertson, Director of Parks, attended the opening. The
WCA Board of Directors sincerely wishes
Mike Gilbertson well in his departure from
Manitoba to return to the Maritimes. Our
association will miss Mike, a gentleman
we found to be both open minded and
willing to listen and consider the plight of
cottage owners for whom escalating fees
were going to force them to sell their lake
treasure and leave lifelong family bonding
experiences and memories behind.
Thank You WCA Members
I would like to thank all new and renewing 2016 Whiteshell Cottagers Association
members who continue to actively support
the activities your association is undertaking. Our overall numbers are up this year
over last. If your neighbour is not a member,
please encourage him/her to join our team.
We feel proud that along with the support
of our coalition partners our efforts have
resulted in signicant dollar savings both in
2016 where our former government froze
lease fees for the year, and, now for 2017
and 2018 where our new government has

frozen both lease and service fees pending
the establishment of a new and financially
fair agreement for both parties. We must
not become complacent — the real journey is just now starting but we feel optomistic that a respectful partnership with
our provincial colleagues has begun and
can be achieved.
Cottagers Alliance
I am very pleased to formally announce
that the Strategic Alliance/Coalition initiative that your Whiteshell Cottagers Association has been pursuing for the past twoplus years with the objective of forming a
single unified voice for all Manitoba Provincial Park Cottage Owners has reached
an historic milestone. On Sept. 12, the inaugural meeting of the new alliance, known
as the Manitoba Provincial Park Cabin
Owners Association (MPPCOA), with
its own new constitution, was held at the
1975 Corydon Ave. building library.
The new organization consists of five
Manitoba provincial park cottage owners
associations as follows: 1) Duck Mountain
Provincial Park; 2) Grindstone Provincial
Park; 3) Hecla Historic Village; 4) Moose
Lake Provincial Park; and; 5) Whiteshell
Provincial Park. The new MPPCOA Board
of Directors and Executive Committee are:
President - Jack Elliot (Duck Mountain);
Vice-President - Dean Amundson (Hecla
Historic Village); Secretary - Nichola Wigle
(Moose Lake); Treasurer - Ronald Smith
(WCA); and, Director - Bob Johnston

(Grindstone). A Committee was immediately set up under Chair, Daniel Klass (Past
President - WCA) with the authority to establish a representative committee named
the Negotiating Advisory Committee. It
will consist of individuals with specific required skills and knowledge to achieve a
fair financial arrangement based upon the
Parks Act. We are looking at other provincial models of parks management for an
approach that is open, fair, accountable,
user-based and cost-recovery based. The
three agreed principles of partnership,
transparency and fairness will be the centre theme for all negotiations.
I agreed to continue to recruit other provincial park COAs which, if total inclusiveness was achieved, would be beneficial
both to the province and cottage owners
when discussing matters of common concern. Ken Kennedy, President of the Duck
Mountain COA, has agreed to join me in
this initiative.
Stay in Touch
It has been a busy summer from many
perspectives. I hope the fall and its usual
fashion show of colours brings many
beautiful cottage days for you and your
family as you think about closing up for
another year. Please continue to check out
the WCA website for news during the
winter months.
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The WCA Environment Committee
Contest
For OCTOBER
Question:
Which is the World’s Largest
Producer of Peat used
in horticulture?
A: Russia B. Sweden C. Canada

(Hint: The Answer Appears Somewhere in This
Edition of the Whiteshell Echo)

Prize for the winner is A
$50 Canadian Tire gift card
E-MAIL YOUR ANSWER TO
ECONTEST@WHITESHELLCOTTAGERS.COM
OR MAIL IT TO:
WHITESHELL COTTAGERS
ASSOCIATION
2D-1975 CORYDON AVE.
WINNIPEG, MB
R3P 0R1

One name will be drawn from those
entries with correct answers. You must be a current WCA member to win.
Contest closes OCTOBER 30, 2016 at 10 P.M. All entries must include your
full name, address and telephone number as well as your lake, block and
lot number. Winner agrees to have his or her name published in the next
edition of The Whiteshell Echo.
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Letter to the Editor
Many Park Users
Are Not Doing
The Right Thing

A

s you may know, the disposal
of waste within the Whiteshell
is one of the most costly services
the Parks Department provides.
Having had the opportunity to
be in the North Whiteshell several times during this past summer, I have noticed the misuse of
the waste disposal system by far
too many park users. As well, recycling is nowhere near what it
should be. Ask a park employee
about it and you will get an earful
of complaints.
Many park users are ﬁnding it
much too easy to leave unwanted
items in or at the garbage cages
which are conveniently located
at various points throughout the
park. Items such as windows,
doors, furniture, barbecues, insulation and grass clippings must be
taken to the Transfer Station for
disposal. These things are called
‘boon garbage’!
Currently, boon garbage is being
picked up by two trucks with two
employees every Monday AND

Items such as windows, doors, furniture, barbecues, insulation and grass clippings must be taken to the Transfer Station for disposal. These things are called
boon garbage.

two trucks with two employees
every Friday. It is then taken to the
Transfer Station at either Jessica or
Nutimik Lake and deposited in the
appropriate place. This requires a
huge number of man hours. These
costs, you guessed it, are included
in your annual service fee.

been deceased pets, human waste
in plastic bags from portable toilets
and ﬁsh remains. Can you imagine
having to clean this mess!
There are many park users who
do the right thing; they follow the
rules, use common sense, recycle,
compost and make good use of
the well-located Transfer Stations.
There are also those who don’t
seem to care, and they are the ones
who are driving up costs!
The Whiteshell is a wonderful
area and requires respect from all
users – campers, businesses, special interest groups like church
and boys’ and girls’ camps and, of
course, the co�agers. All must do
the right thing to keep it beautiful
and aﬀordable.
On another note: Conservation
and the lease holders are currently wrestling with lease and
service fees. I think I may have a
reasonable solution which would
probably be agreeable to everyone. Should the Department of
Conservation be interested in
contacting me, I would be happy
to meet with them.

The people who operate the
packer also tell me their job becomes much more time consuming when bags are not tied properly, stuﬀ spills and cleanup is
required, costing more time!
Hart Schmidt
Some of the most disgusting
things they have come across have
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South East Whiteshell Fire Department
By Gordon Greaves

T

hanks to all of the
co�agers and businesses and volunteers
who made our Open
House at West Hawk
Lake on August 13 a
success. Thanks to all
of our donors and supporters this year. Your
generosity is very much
needed and appreciated. If you would like
any information on the
Fire Department you
can ﬁnd it on our website at www.sewﬁre.ca.
You can also ﬁnd more
information at cra-arc.
gc.ca/charities.
Prepare for Winter
With the end of the
summer season it is a Olivia from Tall Pines Lodges looks like a fine future volun- Thanks to Allan Greengrass from Florence Lake for his
fundraising effort. The t-shirts look great!
good time to review teer for the Fire Department!
your co�age preparaating properly.
regularly if necessary, your co�age can be acFor more information,
tions for the winter:
● Make arrangements and consider making cessed in the event of an visit www.getprepared.
● Check your heaters
to check your co�age arrangements to ensure emergency.
gc.ca.
to ensure they are oper-

South East Whiteshell Cemetery Official Opening
By Gordon Greaves

O

n
August
21,
the South East
Whiteshell Cemetery
was oﬃcially dedicated
and opened.
The Red Pines dedication ceremony was held
at the cemetery, just
past Faloma on Highway 301.
The cemetery commi�ee has been working on this project for
almost twenty years,
and their dedicated and
determined eﬀorts have
now made this a reality
for the park. This is the
ﬁrst time a new cemetery has been opened in
a Provincial Park. The
oﬃcial ribbon cu�ing
was performed by President Lionel St. Godard
and Secretary Sandra
Fise�e.
There was a good
crowd of interested
people in a�endance
at the opening and our
MLA Dennis Smook

Ribbon cutting was performed by President Lionel St. Godard and Secretary Dennis Smook, MLA for La Verendrye.
Sandra Fisette.

addressed the
crowd
Enquiries
about the cemetery are welcomed and can
be addressed to
Sandra Fise�e,
Sales Agent, at
204-349-8535 or
email:
sandyfisette
@gmail.com

A good number of cottagers and other supporters attended the opening.
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Whiteshell Cottagers Association
Explores Creation of Fire Department
To Bring 911 Service to North Whiteshell

T

he Whiteshell Cottagers Association
with assistance from
Sustainable Development at the Province of
Manitoba is currently
exploring the possibility of creating a North
Whiteshell Fire Department or
contracting
with surrounding municipalities to provide
structural ﬁre protection (ﬁght co�age ﬁres)
and other services such
as responding to motor
vehicle accidents.
You might be aware
of the fact that co�age
owners and visitors to
the North Whiteshell
(all lakes from Brereton,
North West to Eleanor)
do not have 911 service.
That is because the
North Whiteshell does
not have a ﬁre depart-

DO YOU
The ﬁrst step in this process is to determine whether
WANT TO BE A
VOLUNTEER
there is a suﬃcient number of volunteer ﬁre ﬁghters.
FIREFIGHTER?
Volunteers must: • Be physically capable of performing
Please send a brief
email
indicating your inthe duties of a ﬁreﬁghter • Be a full time resident of the
terest to the Whiteshell
North Whiteshell or surrounding area • Have a valid
Co�agers Association
driver’s licence and and be willing to upgrade to a class 4 wca@whiteshellco�age
rs.com by no later than
licence. Read more for further details.
November 30, 2016.
Please
check
the
ment which always pro- experience is necessary
• Have a valid driver’s WCA website at www.
vides the ﬁrst response and training will be pro- licence and and be will- whiteshellcottagers.
to 911 calls.
vided by the Oﬃce of ing to upgrade to a class com for regular updates
The ﬁrst step in this the Fire Commissioner. 4 licence
on this initiative.
process is to determine Volunteers may receive
whether there is a suf- certain tax beneﬁts and
ﬁcient number of vol- compensation for out of
unteer ﬁre ﬁghters. pocket expenses.
Volunteerism has many
A volunteer ﬁreﬁghter
beneﬁts, not the least of must:
which is earning the re• Be physically caspect and admiration of pable of performing the
hundreds of park visi- duties of a ﬁreﬁghter
tors and co�age own• Be a full time resident
ers whose lives you are of the North Whiteshell
protecting. No previous or surrounding area

Fireworks are
prohibited in
Whiteshell Provincial
Park and all of
Manitoba’s Parks
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Board of Directors Whiteshell Cottagers Association Inc. 2016-2017
Barren Lake
Don Sleeva
Home (204) 237-3081
Lake (204) 349-8982

Brereton Lake (cont’d)
Sharon Philp
Cell (204) 771-7297
sharonphilp@hotmail.com

Falcon Lake (cont’d)
Cheryl Bryant
cheryl@tek.ca
(204) 588-7007

Betula Lake
Kerry Davies
(204) 663-6313

Lorna Spencer
Home (204) 254-8137
Lake (204) 369-5702

Randall Kinley
Cell (204) 228-6507
kinley5@mts.net

Tom Cutts
Home (204) 837-5049
Lake (204) 348-7290

Caddy Lake
Joel Kettner
Home (204) 475-3492
Lake (204) 349-2089
jdkettner@me.com

Garry Parker
garry@parkerindustries.ca
Lake (204) 349-2763

Brenda Trach
Cell: (204) 510-3911
btrachl@shaw.ca

Jo-Ann Shields
jojo_shields@yahoo.ca
Lake (Cell) (204) 299-4528

Red Rock Lake
Rick Emslie
Home (204) 227-4694

Ronald Smith
ronaldssmith@hotmail.
com
Lake (204) 349-8804

David McNeil
Home (204) 489-3508
Lake (204) 348-7510

Gaeline Delmarque
Home (204) 489-3016
Lake (204) 348-7796
Big Whiteshell
Jacques Nault
jacquesn29@gmail.com
Brereton Lake
Bill Backman
204-799-5725
ibb@mymts.net
Doug Moberg
Home (204) 269-4511
Lake (204) 369-5515

Robert Stalker
Lake (204) 349-8676
Dorothy Lake
Stan Pogorzelec
Home (204) 668-8153
Lake (204) 348-3282
Eleanor Lake
Ed Enns
(204) 334-8318
edwardenns204@gmail.com
Falcon Lake
Al Bezak
abbezak@shaw.ca
Cell (204) 669-3430

Nutimik Lake
Angela Kelsch
home: 204-334-3906
lake: 204-348-2093
akelsch@shaw.ca

West Hawk Lake (cont’d)
Daniel Klass
Lake (204) 349-2606
klass6@gmail.com

Sandra Kline
Lake (204) 348-2888

Bob Morrison
Home (204) 453-1153
Lake (204) 349-2369

Florence Lake
Kristin Pingatore
Home (204) 803-9464

West Hawk Lake
Richard Babyak
Home (204) 475-4996
Lake (204) 349-8406

Nora Lake
Angela Hogan
Home: (204) 866-4398
aghogan@highspeedcrow.ca

Patty Caron
Lake (204) 349-8513
Cell: (204) 781-7043
ppcaron@mymts.net

Jessica Lake
Neil McMillan
(204) 896-0584
nmcmillan@mymts.net

Dan Myk
Home (204) 889-4561
Lake (204) 349-8320
dannmyk@hotmail.com
Alan Roberts
Home: (204) 888-9578
Lake: (204) 349-2361
aroberts4@shaw.ca
White Lake
Gary Kennedy
(204) 254-2300
garykennedy@mymts.net
Deborah Seguin
(204) 772-0647
ecarriere@shaw.ca
HONOURARY
DIRECTORS
John Biglow
Harry Meneer
Ed Wilson
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The Energy East Pipeline Conversion

A Review by the Whiteshell Cottagers Association’s Environment Committee
By Alan Roberts
WCA Director
Chair, Environment
Committee

T

he Whiteshell Co�agers
Association was asked
by the TransCanada Pipeline
Company to review their proposal to the National Energy
Board (NEB) to convert part of
their existing natural gas pipeline into a heavy oil conduit.
Our Environment Commi�ee
reviewed selected portions of
their proposal, and met with
their delegates on July 20 with
the following record:
The Whiteshell Co�agers
Association (WCA) responded
to TCPL’s request for support
for the Energy East Pipeline
conversion project, wherein
one of their multi-tube crossCanada pipelines is to be converted from transporting natural gas to transporting crude oil
with consistency ranging from
heavy bitumen to light crude.
The WCA, as an association of co�age owners, neither supports nor opposes the
delivery of oil from Western
Canada to Eastern Canada by
pipeline. However, because
the Whiteshell area would be
severely aﬀected by even small
leaks or spills from this pipeline, our association and its
members are intensely sensitive to:
● The measures being proposed to minimize the potential for leak development;
● The measures being proposed to ensure the existence
and eﬀectiveness of leak detection and monitoring equipment; even to detection and arresting of very small leaks; and
● The responsiveness of the
management protocol that applied to leak detection and spill
control.
The Whiteshell area is comprised of exposed bedrock and
shallow burial bedrock overlain by highly permeable organic soils, swamps, lakes, and
creeks. In addition, much of
the bedrock is highly fractured
and subject to rapid subterranean dispersion of any leaks
that may occur. As a result,
complete cleanup of spills of
any size would be virtually im-

Because Whiteshell Provincial Park would be
severely aﬀected by even small leaks, the
Whiteshell Co�agers Association and its members are intensely sensitive to a number of issues.
possible. Therefore, we have
selected portions of the Energy
East project proposal to the NEB
for review (speciﬁcally Vol. 19
regarding Accidents and Malfunctions) with a view to minimizing the risk and frequency
of leaks in the Whiteshell, and
speciﬁcally, with a view to
eliminating, where possible,
the delay in pipeline shutdown
following detection of a leak.
With these objectives, we have
developed a list of the conditions that would have to be met
in order to gain our support for
TCPL’s project proposal.
Generally, we found the
technology to minimize the
risk was being made available.
However, it is not being used
with a frequency suﬃcient to
assure ongoing minimum risk.
The issues of concern identiﬁed
by this commi�ee include:
1. Exterior corrosion protection and Stress Corrosion
Cracking protection for the entire length of the pipe within
the park must be provided.
The only acceptable means is
the fusion bonded epoxy (FBE)
applied to new pipe prior to
installation, with ﬁeld connections being coated with ﬁeld
applied liquid epoxy. Conversion of pipe that is not so coated
is not acceptable.
We were assured by the representatives of TCPL in a�endance that the existing pipeline
that is to be converted is relatively new, and was equipped
with the FBE coating prior to
initial construction throughout
the Whiteshell Provincial Park
area.
Cathodic Protection as proposed (and as currently installed on the pipeline to be
converted) is acceptable. Inspection of the line for weld
integrity and stress corrosion
cracking assessment by use
of an In-Line Inspection tool is
also acceptable, providing the
inspection frequency is at least
annual.
We were advised that the

frequency of use of in-line inspection tools is prescribed and
monitored by the NEB. Further, that the most valuable information available from this
type of testing is the trends
evident from comparing each
test run to previous runs. We
were assured that trend lines
indicating an escalating risk
are acted upon as soon as an
unacceptable risk of leakage is
evident. We were pleased to
hear this from a management
perspective, but management
decisions must be secondary
to an automated spill detection
response.
2. Internal corrosion shall be
monitored by the use of an inline Inspection tool on at least
an annual basis. Prevention of
water and sediment accumulation and the proposed methods
of removal are commendable,
though further information on
how monitoring of the oil quality being introduced into the
pipe is needed. Use of tariﬀs to
control the quality is not seen
as a suﬃciently positive means
of management.
The representatives undertook to provide additional information on monitoring methodology.
3. The risk of faulty materials
used (in selection of both pipe
and control devices) shall be
limited by ensuring they are
produced by qualiﬁed North
American manufacturers in accordance with published (and
proven) standards.
We were assured that all materials would be inspected prior to installation, and that they
would all satisfy the speciﬁcations provided to the NEB
4. 100% of longitudinal
welds shall be monitored on
both new and converted pipe
by being inspected by in-line
instrumentation tools on an annual basis.
Representatives were unwilling to increase the monitoring
frequency beyond that stipulated by the NEB which only

calls for hydrostatic testing at
the completion of initial construction.
5. All pipe and sub-assemblies shall be hydrostatically
tested at least once every ﬁve
years to 110% of the maximum
operating pressure.
The representatives present
believe the monitoring procedures speciﬁed by the NEB
and oﬀered in the Energy East
Proposal were thorough and
reliable. They felt that hydrostatic testing created the risk
of premature pipe failure, and
deferred to the in-line electromagnetic monitoring tool as
being reliable and more eﬀective in submerged and/or underground installations. We
indicated that the suggested
reduction in test pressure to
110% of a normal hydrostatic
test was deliberately intended
to reduce the propensity for
premature failure of the pipe.
Further, that the hydrostatic
test was the only proof positive
means of demonstrating that
leaks do not exist in the operating pipe line.
The representatives deferred
to the NEB standard test protocol for location of leaks and
potential leaks, though they
agreed to consider the suggestion for hydrostatic testing at a
lower pressure, and advise our
commi�ee of their decision.
6. Over pressure protection
shall be provided to all operating components by relief valves
operating at not more than
110% of Maximum Operating
Pressure. Further, that these
would be located adjacent to
automated shut-oﬀ valves located on either side of the park
to aid in reducing the spill volume in case of a leak developing.
It was explained to us that
pressure relief valves were located at the pumping stations
only, without secondary relief
at shut oﬀ valves located adjacent to high risk locations along
the length of the pipe. The lack
of distributed PRV’s was the
reason for not permi�ing automation of the strategically located shut-oﬀ valves.

Continued on Page 12
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Letter to the WCA
Parks staﬀ
unhelpful in
rainstorm aftermath
To WCA President
Ronald Smith,

I

read your report in the
Whiteshell Echo (October 2016,
page 1) and want to emphasize
that the parks staﬀ most certainly did not check the status
of every co�age on Falcon Lake
south shore (following the rainstorn of June 24-25) and were
not informative at all. They may
have gone around as conﬁrmed
by a neighbour; however that
was only after the road was reopened.
On the Saturday following
the rain, my cousin and I, both
co�age owners of separate cottages on the south shore, would
not have known that we were
under ﬂood conditions and potentially not going to be allowed
to evacuate if not for one neighbour stopping me on the road

Parks staﬀ was far from helpful or communicative. That said, kudos for ge�ing the park operational for the July long weekend. I have no doubt
they worked long and hard to achieve that task.
asking if I knew anything.
We drove towards town to
ﬁnd out what was happening
and only after driving through
the ﬂooded road was I able to
stop and ask what the situation
was. I was abruptly told by the
parks staﬀ to not get out of my
vehicle and to keep on moving.
I declined and informed the ofﬁcer that I wanted information
and he needed to provide it. I
was told “no” and to get back
into my vehicle and keep going
and was threatened with arrest. I was insistent and held my
ground only to ﬁnd out that they
were afraid that the culvert was
going to blow, and only after an
RCMP oﬃcer backed me up.
Against their orders I turned
around and returned to get my
cousin, our pets and my neigh-

Ser�ing the Whiteshell
and sur�ounding areas

Please Support
Whiteshell Merchants
as they support the
Whiteshell Echo and
Whiteshell Cottagers
Association

no new information was provided. Later we found out that
they started allowing traﬃc to
go through a few hours after we
left.
My point is that the parks staﬀ
was far from helpful or communicative. I was extremely disappointed in how they handled
the situation in dealing with
the public. That said, kudos are
deserved for ge�ing the park
operational for the July long
weekend. I have no doubt that
they worked long and hard to
achieve that task.
On another note, following
the severe thunderstorm I was
without hydro for 57 hours and
cannot say enough about the effort put in by Manitoba Hydro,
their employees and support
contractors including parks
staﬀ working to clear the trees
from the hydro lines to re-establish power to all aﬀected. They
deserve a big cheer from all of
us.

bour’s 92-year-old mother, only
to ﬁnd out that the road was
oﬃcially closed and co�agers
were not being allowed to exit.
But that was my choice, my responsibilty.
Hydro was out for 14 hours,
so cell phones were not charged
due to hydro outage. Parks
staﬀ did not need to walk, they
should have taken a truck to
the other side early enough and
could have driven around using a PA system and announced
“get out now.”
I called the parks oﬃce and
was told it would be days before
the road could be opened which
was reasonable. So I made arrangements for another relative
to come get us with his boat on
the Sunday. We stopped at the A. Murray
road block after evacuation and Falcon Lake
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South Whiteshell Medical Centre

T

he Falcon Lake doctor’s ofﬁce, known as the South
Whiteshell Medical Centre, has
had another busy season. Dr.
Richard Duval, our resident
physician, has been providing excellent care, and we as a
community are very fortunate
and thankful that we have him
to rely on for our health and
emergency needs. The centre
is also used by local registered
massage therapist Therese
Nadeau, and is available for

other health related needs,
such as ﬂu shots.
The centre was built and is
maintained by the generous
donations from co�agers, area
residents and businesses. Having such an essential service facility in the area is a great asset to our community, saving
many miles and hours on the
road and in waiting rooms, in
Kenora, Ste. Anne or Winnipeg.
An added bonus is the fact that
Dr. Duval is kind, compassion-

ate and oﬀers very professional
personal care.
The South Whiteshell Medical Centre volunteer commi�ee
works hard at keeping the facility fully operational year round,
and depends on donations, with
tax receipts provided.
An upcoming project for
the commi�ee is to establish a
residence for the day that Dr.
Duval decides to hang up his
stethoscope and retire. At that
time we will be looking for an-

other physician to ﬁll his large
shoes, and a residence will
most probably be necessary for
this position to be ﬁlled.
To help keep this great facility and service operational,
your donations are gratefully
accepted. Please send donations to:
South Whiteshell
Medical Centre
Box 237
Falcon Lake, Manitoba
R0E 0N0
A tax receipt will be issued.
Have a safe and healthy fall
season!

Calling
all
Whiteshell
artists

A

new art tour is being planned
for the eastern region of the
province to begin next summer.
The Boreal Shores Art Tour will
be held August 19 & 20, 2017
and will include artists from the
Whiteshell, Rennie, Whitemouth,
River Hills, Pinawa, Lac du Bonnet, Pine Falls and the eastern
beaches - Albert Beach, Victoria
Beach, Lester Beach, etc
Artists will be located both in
their own studios and in central
locations, for those who don’t
have an actual studio. The tour
will be a self-guided driving tour
and the artists included in the
tour will be juried in to ensure
quality of the work being presented.
To produce a quality brochure,
with map, as well as a comprehensive website featuring the
artists to be included in the tour,
we need to identify who the artists are going to be. The website
will be launched October 1st and
the brochures will be distributed
at the beginning of the season
next year.
If you are an artist from the
Whiteshell area who would be
interested in participating in
this ﬁrst inaugural Boreal Shores
Art Tour, please email us at
BorealTour@mtsmail.ca.
We
will then send you an application and further details.
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Energy East Pipeline continued from page 10
7. Because of the effect of
even very small leaks, the
WCA request that “Instantaneous” Flow Interruption
capability be added to the
line passing through the
Whiteshell, enabled to work
in conjunction with pressure monitoring devices
and cause fully automated
shut down of the line. These
pressure monitors would
be located adjacent to strategically located emergency
shut-off valves, and work in
conjunction with other leak
detection monitoring systems being installed.
This is recognized as not
being conventional technology – probably requiring the
installation of temporary
storage containers/devices
adjacent to at least two automated shut-off valve locations.
Shut off valves should
have a full stroke operating
time of not more than 30 seconds, and be located at each
side of the park as well as
each side of submerged installations. Shut-off valves
shall be proven operable by
annual testing to full stroke
position.
TCPL representatives recognized the merit of this
suggestion, and the benefit
of reduced leakage volume
which would result from
such a “venting” capability.
They were concerned about
increasing the potential for
leaks in the system by in-

The 2016
Whiteshell
Cottagers
Association
Photo
Contest
will award
more than
$700 in
prizes.
For details
and entry
form see
page 15.

creasing its complexity.
They undertook to examine
this concept further, and
assess whether it has sufficient benefit in spill volume
reduction to warrant incorporation in the Whiteshell
Provincial Park.
In addition, the WCA
would like to see considerably more detail in the description of remedial measures that shall be in place
in case of failure of any of
the preventative measures
that have been discussed in
items 1-7 above. Despite all
preventive steps, the likelihood of failure remains
significant. The physical
state of the terrain of the
Whiteshell, and its position as a major recreational
site in Manitoba, demands
something close to a warranty to provide full cleanup services, should a spill
ever occur. Such a warranty
must be included as a condition of the NEB Approval
and / or the approval of the
Government of Canada.
The TCPL representatives
recognized the essence of
this concern, and undertook
to do their utmost to prevent a spill from ever occurring within the park boundaries. They also recognized
that zero risk operation of
a pipeline was not possible,
and that they expected there
would be a warranty provision required as a condition
of granting the permission

to construct.
We thanked the representatives for their candor and
willingness to consider our
stipulations. We indicated
that we expected to hear
from them on the matters
discussed above – as well

as concession in those areas where the technology is
available to reduce both the
risk and the size of potential spills which could occur
within the park.
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Manitoba Conservation Contacts
Conservation and
Water Stewardship
District Offices:
Seven Sisters
204-348-4004

Rennie
204-369-3153
Falcon Lake
204-349-2201

General Inquiries
(regarding
cottaging, permits, etc.)
North Whiteshell
(Rennie/Seven Sisters)
Greg Legall
(District Park
Supervisor)
204-348-4006
South Whiteshell
(Falcon Lake/
West Hawk)
Kelvin Kowaski
(District Park
Supervisor)
(204)-349-6015

Enforcement
related Inquiries:
North Whiteshell
(Rennie/Seven
Sisters)
Andrew Prokopchuk
(District Supervisor/
Conservation Officer)
(204) 348-4008
Blaine Elphinstone
(Conservation Officer)
(204) 369-3150
Leanne Becker
(Conservation
Officer) 204-369-3151
South Whiteshell
(Falcon Lake/
West Hawk)
Sean Federspiel
(District Supervisor/
Conservation
Officer) 204-349-6018
Ben Baranowski
(Conservation Officer)
204-349-6016
April Elphinstone
(Conservation Officer)
204-349-6017
Daniel Becker
(Conservation Officer)
204-349-2201
Cottage Lot
Inspectors:
North Whiteshell
(Rennie/
Seven Sisters)
Brandie Gustafson
204-348-4007
South Whiteshell
(Falcon Lake/West
Hawk)
Cheryl Mason
204-349-6020
Interpretation Program (park information, interpretive
events and
visitor centres)
Adam Collicutt
204-369-3157
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Nutimik Lake
By Kerri Pleskach

A

s I start to write
this it is September long weekend and
I am si�ing on the deck
at 9:30 p.m. It makes
me smile, as all I can
smell is a bonﬁre, and
all I hear is music and
laughing. I don’t want
summer to end! We had
such a great summer
with family and friends,
and once again my kids
turned into beach bums
and they don’t want to
go back to school and to
routine. I have a lot of information to share with
you, so lets get to it.
Annual Nutimik
Lawn Dart Tournament
The annual Nutimik
Lake lawn dart tournament was hosted on the
August long weekend
by Linda Novak of Block
4, Lot 2. The winners of
the A Side ﬁnal were
Michelle Jones (Block 1,
Lot 18) and Kevin McGleish (Block 4, Lot 19).
The B Side was won by
Myron Witnicki (Block
1, Lot 16) and Linda
Novak(Block 4, Lot 2).
Double Weddings
at Nutimik
Joanie Coppins met
Victor Funes in Akumal, Mexico in 2013,
while Joanie was vacationing there with her
daughter, Claire. They
met when Joanie was
having trouble with her
snorkel mask while attempting to see a sea
turtle in Akumal Bay.
She wandered into the
dive shop where Victor
works and asked him
for help. They arranged
for him to take her on
a snorkel tour the next
morning. Many emails
and phone calls later,
Joanie decided to go
back to Akumal that
summer. In May, 2016,
they planned to have
an engagement party
to celebrate their upcoming marriage with
their “Nutimik family.”
To their surprise, Tracy Monney and Laura

A Side Final Lawn Dart winners Michelle Jones and Kevin
McGleish.

Wainwright organized
a full mock wedding,
with a minister, bridal
party, wedding a�ire,
wedding cake ... the
works! Their actual
wedding took place in
Akumal, Mexico on
Aug. 13 but the Nutimik gang wanted to
hold a “wedding” for
them here. The couple
were told: “On your
wedding day in Mexico, remember all of the
faces that are here today and know that we
are with you!”
Joanie said the best
feeling is being part of
this beautiful community and “feeling the
love.” Thank you and
gracias from Joanie and
Victor.
Sylvia and Michael
Congratulations also
goes out to Michael
Bockstael and Sylvia
Chaput. They were
married on Sat., Aug. 27
on the lake front at Joan
Coppens co�age, Block
1, Lot 15. It was a magical wedding with approximately 90 guests.
There are no words to
describe this amazing,
beautiful and spectacular wedding. Michael is
the son of Sharon and
Ted Bockstael of Block
1, Lot 18. “Wasn’t that
a party?”
From Your
Lake Directors
A message from
your Whiteshell Cot-

B Side Final Lawn Dart winners Myron Witnicki and Linda
Novak.

Joanie and Victor’s
pre-wedding wedding at
Nutimik in May, (above)
and the couple on their
wedding day, Aug. 13.

tagers
Association
Lake Directors for
Nutimik Lake; Angela
Kelsch, Sandra Kline
and Brenda Trach.
This past summer we
did a membership campaign and visited every
co�ager or left a brochure including membership information. It
was a successful campaign and we met many
co�agers. We hope that
you will continue to
support the Whiteshell
Co�agers Association
Inc. each year by renewing your membership. By being a member you are entitled to
receive the Whiteshell
Echo which is published
ﬁve times a year and

includes important current information (leasing fees, park information, advertising, etc.).
We thank you for your
continued support. The
2017 membership information will be forthcoming in the New
Year. Please remember
if you have any questions or concerns, please
contact any one of your
Directors. Their contact
information is found on
page eight of the Echo.
Kevin Howie
Memorial Search and
Rescue Fund
The Kevin Howie Memorial Search and Res-

cue Fund garage sale
was another huge success. Kevin was shining
down on us again on
this day, as once again,
the weather cooperated and many shoppers
came out to raise $3,300
towards the fund. Brian, Nancy-Jo and Allan Howie would like
to thank everyone who
generously
donated,
volunteered their time
and came out and
shopped.

Continued on Page 19
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Nutimik Lake (Continued From Page 18)
Year after year, this sale
shows what a community can
do when it unites for a common goal.
What a storm!
Mother Nature was not happy Aug. 1. We were si�ing in
the co�age and couldn’t tell
which way the wind was blowing as the tress were swaying
in every direction and bending
so far I thought they were going to snap in half. There was
damage all around Nutimik;
trees fell on cars and co�ages.
I sure hope everyone stayed
safe.
Nutimik Games
Kathy Fillion plans annual
kids games on their family
holidays at the lake. The games
include eating hanging donuts (with no hands), ﬁnding
sour soothers in a pie plate full
of whipping cream (with no
hands), candy toss, spinning
relay and many more. All the
kids had a lot of fun, and the
best part was the candy scramble at the end.
My family members came
out to the lake to visit and we
held the Nutimik Olympics.
Our Games included javelin
(using a stick), shot put (using
a bocce ball), tennis ball keeper
upper, skipping competition,
snowman toss and coin toss. It
was a fun day and the podium
was a ‘Law’ sweep! My sister,
my dad and I won, gold, silver
and bronze, respectively.
Catch of a Lifetime
What a ﬁsh! Susan Klann of
the seasonal campground at
Nutimik caught a sturgeon-ofa-lifetime in August. She, Dale
Kitkowski and Bob Caithness
were out ﬁshing for walleye
on Nutimik. A ﬁsh bit, and
she started to reel it in. Fortyﬁve minutes later she landed
a 72¾-inch sturgeon. Bob and
Dale were able to lift the massive creature into the boat for a
quick picture before releasing
it. Apparently, this sturgeon
is the ﬁfth biggest caught in
Manitoba.
Thank you to those who
emailed me stories! It is greatly appreciated. If you have
any news you would like
to share, I can be reached at
kerrilaw@mymts.net. Have a
wonderful fall.

Photos from top:
The Nutimik Olympics EatingWhipped-Cream-Pie-With-No-Hands
event,.

Sylvia Chaput and
Michael Bockstael
were married on Aug. 27.

Susan Klann’s monster sturgeon.

Storm on Aug. 1 brought
down trees.
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West Hawk Lake
By John Bell

W

elcome to the October issue of news
from West Hawk Lake.
At the time of this writing
(end of August) my dock
is out of the water and I
can get my boat out of the
boathouse now. The water
level officially is at 1,092 ft.
and is the normal summer
level.
I am lucky but there have
been lots of docks and
even boathouses damaged
and one cottage was damaged on Caddy Lake. The
Friday night rainstorm of
June 24 also caused lakeshore erosion in places
due to the high water and
of course severe land and
road erosion and road closures. I expect we are all
glad it is over, and everyone seems happy that the
beach is back!
Neighbour News
Had a call last month
from our former president John Biglow from his
home in Kingston, Ont. He
is fighting a health problem but otherwise is fine.
He expected to be in the
Kenora-West Hawk Lake
in September and says
hello to everyone. John
was a former neighbour in
our bay here (Little Indian
Bay). His daughter Pat and
husband Dennis Lecompte
now own the cottage. John
visited Pat, her mother
Jan and brother John who
were visiting on July 28;
they are fine.
● Recently at the Nite
Hawk Café (having a Denver Sandwich) I ran into
Bob and Nancy Hayden
who live at the opening of

Photo above by Rebecca Schindle of Brereton Lake was the second prize winner in
the Nature Category of the 2015 Whiteshell Cottagers Association Photo Contest.
(Original photo was submitted in colour). For details and entry form for this year’s
contest, with more than $700 in prizes, see page 15.

Big Island Landing Bay.
They were having lunch
with the Kroekers, former West Hawkers, who
came from Winnipeg just
to have a Denver Sandwich. They are all fine and
reminded me that Doug
Edmond was holding his
dockside musical concert
near McDougals Landing
on Friday evening Aug. 13.
I am certain it was well attended.
● Dr. Cliff Leach and
wife Gail arrived this August to the Leach cottage in
our bay for the remainder
of the summer.
● Alison and Rick Dixon
left for Calgary and will return next summer.
● Fred and Tina Toshack
arrived for a weekend
from Moose Jaw to visit his
brother Gil and wife Leslie
at West Hawk.
● On the phone earlier

in the month Cory Krestanowich reminded me
that the Manitoba Games
sailing events were to be
held at the main beach August 7 to 10. They consist of
sailing and windsurfing
competition.
● June 25 saw Cam and
Linda McFadyen’s daughter Karlyn marry Brock
Houndle in Moonlight
Bay and the reception was
in Falcon Lake. Congratulations you two.
● Also, had a call from an
old friend, Ray Lindwall,
who now lives in Smithers
B.C. His family had a cottage at West Hawk from
the 40s until the 80s on
Penniac Bay. In the early
days Ray and I and friends
would go to the dances at
Jack’s Place. I believe the
cottage is now owned by
the Baizley family.
● On Oct. 29 Jordan Zim-

You can write for the
Whiteshell Echo

We welcome contributors from across
Whiteshell Park — students to seniors.
Contact the editor at
echo@whiteshellcottagers.com

merman and Julie Hay will
be having a wedding social
– congratulations!
● Greg and Sheri Nichol
now have a baby girl in the
family named Riley McKenzie.
Congratulations
you two.
● And I also have to report that Danielle Klatt
(nee Benson) had a baby
girl and her name is Lily.
Again congratulations!
● In talking to Dave and
Teresa Pearson who were
visiting me from Star Lake
they informed me that they
have seen purple loosestrife growing around Star
Lake and on #1 Highway.
It is a very invasive and
damaging weed and if we
see it around West Hawk it
should be removed by the
roots – take heed all!”
Cemetery News
August saw the official
opening of the cemetery
with a ribbon cutting ceremony. This culminates
18 years of planning and
work by many volunteers.
A columbarium is now
available with 60 places for
ashes of loved ones. There
are also 100 plots available.
Sandy Fisette advises me
that these cemetery services are available to everyone. Call Sandy at 3498535 if you wish to reserve
a plot.

West Hawk
Town Activities
Don’t forget the school
barbeque to welcome back
students, staff and parents.
Also the Swamp Donkey
competition will be held
involving hiking, canoeing and biking. This time
of year is also when bikers
and hikers arrive to experience our roads and trails
in this beautiful country
And for all you curlers and
hockey players don’t forget to register soon.
Lake Level
Committee Report
Alan
Roberts,
the
Whiteshell Cottagers Association Lake Levels
Committee chairman advises me that they have
been very busy. West
Hawk Lake level is down
to 1,092 ft, the normal summer level. Grant Fisette informs me that Caddy Lake
is now approximately
two feet high and that at
the peak it was seven feet
from the summer low.
Alan stated that on Oct. 1
the fall lowering of West
Hawk will commence and
the lake will be lowered
1.5 ft to the normal winter
level by mid-November.
However, there are many
unsettled issues, among
them, a meeting with Trans
Canada Pipeline regarding
environmental problems if
they switch to carrying oil,
and control of water levels
on Falcon Lake and others.
Everyone can read a good
report on committee activities by going to our website
www.whiteshellcottagers.
com.
To add to our moisture
problems Alan noted that
an interesting and frightening fact about precipitation is presented in a thesis
by PHD student Scott St.
George from the University of Minnesota. Careful
research on his part indicates that by 2050 rainfall
will increase by over 50 per
cent further complicating
our control and handling
of lake levels. The commitContinued on next page
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West Hawk Lake continued
tee is hoping to approach
high levels of tgovernment
to discuss and perhaps resolve all these problems.
Fish Hatchery News
Kevin Dyck reports that
they are now spawning
250,000 brown and brook
trout for stocking in over 30
lakes in our area. He stated
that all this wet weather
has not hampered operations – that fish love water!
On the subject of Zebra
Mussels he mentioned
that West Hawk is slightly
acidic which the mussels
do not like and may not
develop here – good news.
However,
precautions
should always be made
by cleaning and washing
your boat inside and out
when coming from other
lakes that are or may be infested.
It seems that there should
be mandatory inspection
perhaps at the truck weigh
stations??
Whiteshell Park
Requirements
Recently I talked to Kalvin Kowaski, District Park
Supervisor, regarding responsibilities of cottage
residents. He stated that all
park residents on crown
land must obtain permits
for building changes and
additions, electrical changes, dock changes/repair,
tree removal and other
lot modifications. Permit

Photo above by Beth Kettner of Falcon Lake Lake was the first prize winner in the Scenic Category of the 2015 Whiteshell Cottagers Association Photo Contest. (Original
photo was submitted in colour). For details and entry form for this year’s contest, with
more than $700 in prizes, see page 15.

packages are available at
the park office in Falcon
Lake. There is no charge
for the package. Kevin
also mentioned that West
Hawk should have a new
water source this fall. Tenders have been let.
Fall Business Hours
Mason Plumbing: 8 a.m
to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday and emergencies anytime.
Mason Jar: 8 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday to Saturday;
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sunday.
Black Bear Power Products: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday; 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday.
West Hawk Marine: 8
a.m. to 5 p.m, Monday to

Friday, 12 noon to 5 p.m.
Saturday
Nite Hawk Café: 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m. daily, closed Oct.
10 until Dec 27.
Keystone Esso Store: 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday to
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday.
Highpoint Restaurant:
Sunday to Wednesday 9
a.m. to 8 p.m., Thursday to
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.
West Hawk Lake Resort:
Monday to Thursday 9
a.m. to 6 p.m., Friday and
Saturday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sunday 12 noon to 4 p.m.
CBC Store: 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Monday to Friday
Post Office: 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Monday to Friday.

Falcon Doctors Office:
Phone 349-2529, office is
located just past Lumber 1
by the firehall.
Mysteries of
Little Indian Bay
I would like to report that
as of this writing the “mysteries” are still a mystery.
Last month I made a trip
with my neighbour Alan
Clayton and his son Ian
into the bay and up the
creek or the Whiteshell River by canoe. We reached the
point where the log bridge
used to be (about a mile in)
but it was gone probably
due to the high volume
of water from the June 24
deluge of rain that did so
much damage. We came

ashore and explored the
area for perhaps half a mile
upstream but found no evidence of human (or extraterrestrial) habitation. It was
very difficult moving about
due to the heavy growth
and fallen trees etc, all this
probably due to the heavy
rains, so our search was severely hampered. So it will
still be a question of how or
why the series of gun shots
originated on three different occasions separated by
a number of years in such a
remote area and of course
there is no explanation for
the bright light sightings or
display. We hope to make
a trip into the area later this
fall when it is cooler and
leaves have fallen.
In closing I hope fall
brings us less rain. I also
note a significant reduction
in the bird population – has
anyone else noted this?
Don’t forget that although
town activities are much
reduced this is the time
hikers and bikers come
in to experience the roads
and trails of this beautiful
country and which all cottagers enjoy.
If you have information
for the next issue of the
Echo please call or leave a
message at (204) 349-2994
or email ve4ol@yahoo.ca
— the o and l are letters,
not numbers.
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WHAT’S COOKING?

Happy Thanksgiving

Perfect Turkey

Great Pan or Bird Stuffing

Makes 24 Servings

Makes 25 Servings

Ingredients
1 (18 pound) whole turkey, neck and giblets removed
2 cups kosher salt
1/2 cup butter, melted
2 large onions, peeled and chopped
4 carrots, peeled and chopped
4 stalks celery, chopped
2 sprigs fresh thyme
1 bay leaf
1 cup dry white wine

Ingredients
6 ounces sliced bacon
1 pound ground pork sausage
1 1/2 pounds sweet onions, peeled and chopped
2 green bell peppers, chopped
2 red bell peppers, chopped
1 cup fresh mushrooms, sliced
1/2 cup butter
1 tablespoon ground black pepper
2 tablespoons celery salt
1 tablespoon seasoning salt
2 1/2 tablespoons poultry seasoning
1 tablespoon dried basil
2 tablespoons garlic powder
4 cups water
3 (1 pound) loaves white bread, torn into pieces

Directions
1. Rub the turkey inside and out with the kosher salt. Place the
bird in a large stock pot, and cover with cold water. Place in the
refrigerator, and allow the turkey to soak in the salt and water mixture 12 hours, or overnight.
2. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Thoroughly
rinse the turkey, and discard the brine mixture.
3. Brush the turkey with 1/2 the melted butter. Place breast side
down on a roasting rack in a shallow roasting pan. Stuff the turkey cavity with 1 onion, 1/2 the carrots, 1/2 the celery, 1 sprig of
thyme, and the bay leaf. Scatter the remaining vegetables and
thyme around the bottom of the roasting pan, and cover with the
white wine.
4. Roast uncovered 3 1/2 to 4 hours in the preheated oven, until
the internal temperature of the thigh reaches 180 degrees F (85
degrees C). Carefully turn the turkey breast side up about 2/3
through the roasting time, and brush with the remaining butter. Allow the bird to stand about 30 minutes before carving.

Make-Ahead Turkey Gravy
Makes 32 Servings
Ingredients
6 turkey wings
2 medium onions, peeled and quartered
1 cup water
2 quarts chicken broth, divided
3/4 cup chopped carrot
1/2 teaspoon dried thyme
3/4 cup all-purpose flour
2 tablespoons butter
1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper
Directions
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees C). Arrange a
single layer of turkey wings in a large roasting pan. Scatter the
onions over the top of the wings. Roast in the preheated oven for
1-1/4 hours or until wings are browned.
2. Place browned wings and onions in a 5 quart stockpot. Add
water to roasting pan and stir, scraping up any brown bits on the
bottom of the pan. Pour the the water from the pan into the stockpot. Stir in 6 cups broth, carrot, and thyme. Bring to a boil. Reduce
heat to medium-low and simmer uncovered for 1-1/2 hours.
3. Remove wings from the pot and place on a cutting board. When
the wings are cool, pull off the skin and meat. Discard the skin and
save the meat for another use. Strain contents of stockpot through
a large strainer into a 3 quart saucepan. Press on the vegetables
to extract any remaining liquid. Discard the vegetables and skim
the fat off the liquid. Bring the contents of the pot to a gentle boil.
4. In a medium bowl, whisk flour into the remaining 2 cups chicken
broth until smooth. Gradually whisk the flour mixture into the simmering turkey broth; simmer 3-4 minutes or until the gravy has
thickened. Stir in the butter and pepper. Serve immediately or pour
into containers and refrigerate or freeze.

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
2. Place bacon in a large, deep skillet. Cook over medium high
heat until evenly brown. Drain, crumble and set aside.
3. Place sausage in a large Dutch oven. Cook over medium high
heat, stirring to crumble, until evenly brown. Drain.
4. Add the bacon to the sausage along with the onions, green bell
peppers, red bell peppers, mushrooms, butter, pepper, celery salt,
seasoning salt, poultry seasoning, basil, garlic powder and water.
Bring to a boil; cook and stir 10 to 20 minutes, until the vegetables
are soft.
5. Gradually place the bread into the mixture, thoroughly blending
until all pieces are coated. Transfer to a large baking dish or two
medium baking dishes.
6. Bake in the preheated oven 40 to 60 minutes, or until the top
begins to brown.

Cranberry Sauce Extraordinaire
Makes 12 Servings
Ingredients
1 cup water
1 cup white sugar
1 (12 ounce) package fresh cranberries
1 orange, peeled and pureed
1 apple - peeled, cored and diced
1 pear - peeled, cored and diced
1 cup chopped dried mixed fruit
1 cup chopped pecans
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg
Directions
In a medium saucepan, boil water and sugar until the sugar dissolves. Reduce the heat to simmer, and stir in cranberries, pureed orange, apple, pear, dried fruit, pecans, salt, cinnamon, and
nutmeg. Cover, and simmer for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally,
until the cranberries burst. Remove from heat, and let cool to room
temperature.

Send Us Your Favourite Cottage Recipes! Email echo@whiteshellcottagers.com
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WHAT’S COOKING?

Happy Thanksgiving

Easy Creamy Corn Casserole

Pecan Pie

Makes 8 Servings

Makes 8 Servings

Ingredients
1/2 cup butter, melted
2 eggs, beaten
1 (8.5 ounce) package dry corn bread mix
1 (15 ounce) can whole kernel corn, drained
1 (14.75 ounce) can creamed corn
1 cup sour cream

Ingredients
1 cup light brown sugar
1/4 cup white sugar
1/2 cup butter
2 eggs
1 tablespoon all-purpose flour
1 tablespoon milk
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 cup chopped pecans

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C), and lightly grease a
9x9 inch baking dish.
I2. n a medium bowl, combine butter, eggs, corn bread mix, whole and
creamed corn and sour cream. Spoon mixture into prepared dish.
3. Bake for 45 minutes in the preheated oven, or until the top is golden
brown.

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (205 degrees C).
2. In a large bowl, beat eggs until foamy, and stir in melted butter. Stir in
the brown sugar, white sugar and the flour; mix well. Last add the milk,
vanilla and nuts.
3. Pour into an unbaked 9-in pie shell. Bake in preheated oven for 10
minutes at 400 degrees, then reduce temperature to 350 degrees and
bake for 30 to 40 minutes, or until done.

Roasted Brussels Sprouts
Makes 6 Servings
Ingredients
1 1/2 pounds Brussels sprouts, ends trimmed and yellow leaves
removed
3 tablespoons olive oil
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
Directions
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (205 degrees C).
2. Place trimmed Brussels sprouts, olive oil, kosher salt, and pepper in a large resealable plastic bag. Seal tightly, and shake to
coat. Pour onto a baking sheet, and place on center oven rack.
3. Roast in the preheated oven for 30 to 45 minutes, shaking pan
every 5 to 7 minutes for even browning. Reduce heat when necessary to prevent burning. Brussels sprouts should be darkest brown,
almost black, when done. Adjust seasoning with kosher salt, if
necessary. Serve immediately.

Pumpkin Bread
Makes 36 Servings
Ingredients
3 cups canned pumpkin puree
1 1/2 cups vegetable oil
4 cups white sugar
6 eggs
4 3/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
1 1/2 teaspoons baking soda
1 1/2 teaspoons salt
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1 1/2 teaspoons ground nutmeg
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cloves
Directions
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease and flour
three 9x5 inch loaf pans.
2. In a large bowl, mix together the pumpkin, oil, sugar, and eggs. Combine the flour, baking powder, baking soda, salt, cinnamon, nutmeg, and
cloves; stir into the pumpkin mixture until well blended. Divide the batter
evenly between the prepared pans.
3. Bake in preheated oven for 45 minutes to 1 hour. The top of the loaf
should spring back when lightly pressed.

Sugar Coated Pecans
Makes 12 Servings

Ingredients
1 egg white 1 tablespoon water 1 pound pecan halves 1 cup white
sugar 3/4 teaspoon salt 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
Directions
1. Preheat oven to 250 degrees F (120 degrees C). Grease one baking
sheet.
2. In a mixing bowl, whip together the egg white and water until frothy. In
a separate bowl, mix together sugar, salt, and cinnamon.
3. Add pecans to egg whites, stir to coat the nuts evenly. Remove the
nuts, and toss them in the sugar mixture until coated. Spread the nuts out
on the prepared baking sheet.
4, Bake at 250 degrees F (120 degrees C) for 1 hour. Stir every 15 minutes.

Send Us Your Favourite Cottage Recipes! Email echo@whiteshellcottagers.com
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Barrier Bay
By Linda Vosper

H

i everyone. Well the
summer of 2016 is
over. Suddenly the Labour Day weekend was
upon us, the last hurrah
of the summer. The kids
are back at school and
home life gets back to a
semblance of normality.
I hope that all of you had
a wonderful safe summer making memories
either here with family
and friends at the cottage or travelling across
the continent or abroad.
We really can’t complain about the weather.
After a somewhat wet
start we did get our
share of hot sunny days,
a few cool ones as a reprieve, and our share
also of thunderstorms.
The storms played havoc with our hydro services and also kept our
guys happy with their
chain saws!
At this writing there
is a deﬁnite chill in the
air reminding us of the
arrival of fall with its
lovely red, orange and
yellow colors and cool
evenings with no bugs.
The days are ge�ing
shorter and shorter. My
hummingbirds are feeding voraciously at the
feeder fa�ening themselves up for their long
trek down south.
News from
The Barrier
I’d like to welcome
new neighbors to Barrier Bay. Welcome to
Cole Moore and Dianna
Cholod, and their four
boys, who purchased a
co�age in Block 1. They
are very familiar with
this area as they were
seasonal campers at Nutimik Provincial Park.
Enjoy your special piece
of paradise.
Second Grandchild
Bill and Sandy Ni�sche
welcomed their second
grandchild this summer.
Greta Cole Schoﬁeld was
born July 10 to daughter
Erin and husband Brandon. Greta is a li�le sis-

ter for Heidi. Greta has
already had a sleepover
at Barrier Bay and has
been to the beach. Just
the beginning, girl.
Visitors from Australia
Lynne and Mike Martin had their family from
Australia up to visit for
seven weeks earlier in
the summer Their son
Grant, his wife Melissa
and their two granddaughters, Mackenzie
and Maddie, again had
a wonderful time connecting with family and
friends.
The Abbo� Twins
do it Again
Josie and Kearley Abbo� won the Manitoba
Provincial Beach Volleyball tournament for the
U18 category and then
went on to compete in
the National Beach Volleyball tournament in
Toronto in August and
won silver. They are
now oﬀ to the University of Manitoba and will
be playing for the Bisons
for the indoor season.
Congratulations to you
both. Look out Olympics 2020!
Our O�er Family
We had a family of
River O�ers cruising
our bays these past few
weeks. We have seen
them occasionally in the
winter months but we
now have a family of
four, a mom and pop and
two pups. What a joy to
see. The family swims
from dock to dock, lazing, playing, grooming
each other, all seemingly
oblivious to us snapping
pics down on the deck.
My goodness they have
the cutest faces.
Zoology Lesson
The North American River O�er (Lontra
Canadensis) is found
throughout
North
America inhabiting inland waterways and
coastal areas in Canada,
the Paciﬁc Northwest,
the Atlantic States and
the Gulf of Mexico. The
North American River
O�er is a semi-aquatic
mammal endemic to the

A kestrel, a bird of prey belonging to the falcon family, is returned to the wild July 30 at the annual Barrier Bay Resort
Bird Release.

The local family of otters catches a few rays before getting
back to their main activity, playing. Otters are known to be
active all year around.

North American continent found in and along
waterways and coasts.
An adult can weigh 5.014 kilograms (11-30 lbs).
The river o�er is protected and insulated by
a thick water repellant
coat of fur. The river otter is equally versatile
in water as it is on land.
It establishes a burrow
close to the water’s edge
in rivers, lakes, swamps,
coastal shorelands, tidal
ﬂats or estuary ecosystems. Female river otters give birth in these
underground burrows.
North American River
O�ers, like most predators, prey on ﬁsh, frogs,

freshwater clams, mussels, snails, small turtles
and crayﬁsh. The river
o�er is physically well
equipped for aquatic
life. The ears are short,
the neck is the same diameter as the head, the
legs are short and powerful, the toes are fully
webbed and the tail,
(one third of the body
length) is tapered. These
qualities give the river
o�er a streamlined proﬁle in the water but reduced agility on land.
The smell and hearing
ability of the river o�er
are acute. The river o�er
has a delicate sense of
touch in the paws in ad-

dition to great dexterity.
O�ers have specialized
teeth including sharp
canines and carnassial
teeth which are longer
and larger and used for
shearing ﬂesh and inﬂict
lethal bites to prey. The
river o�er also has large
molars used for crushing hard objects such as
mollusks.
The river o�ers are active all year around and
most are active at night
and during crepuscular hours (those hours
during twilight). They
become much more
nocturnal in the spring,
summer and fall seasons, and more diurnal
in winter. The North
American River O�ers
are highly mobile and
have the capacity of
travelling up to 42 km
in one day. The river
o�er can remain underwater for nearly four
minutes, swim at speeds
approaching 11 km per
hour, dive to depths
nearing 20 metres and
travel up to 400 metres
while underwater.
River o�ers are renowned for their sense
of play, which consists of wrestling, and
chasing which can be
a learned behavior for
survival. The river o�er
is more social than most
mustelids. Their basic
social group is the family consisting of an adult
female and her progeny.
Adult males also commonly establish enduring social groups that
can comprise as many
as 17 individuals. Communication among river
o�ers is accompanied
by mainly olfactory and
auditory signals. Scent
markings are imperative for intergroup communication. River o�ers
can produce a snarling
growl or hissing bark
when bothered and a
shrill whistle when in
pain. The o�ers also
Continued on next page
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Barrier Bay continued
use a bird-like chirp for
communicating
over
long distances but the
most common sound
heard among groups of
o�ers is a low frequency
chuckling.
Typically, the river otter breed from December to April. The li�er
size can reach ﬁve but
usually ranges from one
to three pups. At birth
the river o�er is fully
furred, blind and toothless. The mothers raise
their young without
the aid of adult males.
When pups are about
two months old and
their fur coats grow in,
their mothers introduce
them to the water. Otters are natural swimmers and with parental
supervision, they quickly acquire the necessary
skills to swim.
Barrier Bay
Bird Release
Another
successful
bird release was held
July 30 at Barrier Bay
Resort, hosted by DJ
and Erica Seales. This
annual event is held to
raise funds for the Prairie Wildlife Rehabilitation Center. It’s mandate
is to treat injured and
orphaned wildlife and
to return them to their
natural habitat.
The weather was on
our side again as Lisa
Tretiak from the PWRC
brought a Barn Owl,
their Ambassador Bird,
to introduce and talk
about to the crowd. She
also brought a Kestral,
a bird of prey belonging to the falcon family
to be released. This bird
did not waste any time
and ﬂew quickly into
the surrounding forest.
Once again Lisa was
very informative answering questions about
the barn owl and the
Kestral and le�ing us all
have a close up look at
these beautiful birds.
Bird Release activities
included a ﬁsh pond,
facepainting, craft table,
candy scramble, co�on
candy and bouncers

enjoyed by the kids. As
usual, thanks to the generosity of our co�agers,
the silent auction prizes
were amazing. The hot
dogs and fries were a hit
as they are every year as
was the bake sale. People were lined up waiting for the start of the
event to purchase Bev’s
homemade pies and
all the other wonderful
baking.
Erica and DJ would
like to thank all the cottagers who again volunteered to make this
event such a success.
Thank you to the teens
who gave their time to
manage the parking
and to all the people and
businesses who donated to the silent auction:
4LCommunications for
the Bouncers, Russ Page
from Mariner Neptune
for the hot dogs and
fries and Parks for the
craft table.
Also a big thank you
to the master of ceremonies, Sean Hogan, who
did a great job. Sean is
the lead singer in the
children’s
entertainment group, Seanster
Monsters.
This annual event is
always such a great opportunity for all of us
neighbours to come together, have some fun
and at the same time
support the PWRC who
do such amazing work .
Well that is all I have
to report from Barrier
Bay. Many of you have
been co�aging here for
50 or more years. We all
would love to hear of any
interesting stories from
past years that you may
have and would like to
share with our readers.
And of course pictures
are always welcome.
You can contact me at
linda-lu@xplornet.com
or call me at 204-3483718. Have a wonderful
fall season everyone.
Your Roving Reporter
Linda Vosper

Top, right and below,
Bird Release activities
included face painting,
a fish pond, bouncers
and silent auction.
Sean Hogan was
the day’s MC.

At right,
Josie and Kearley Abbott
won the Manitoba
Provincial Beach Volleyball
tournament for the U18
category and then went on
to compete in the
National Beach Volleyball
tournament in Toronto in
August and won silver.
They are now at the
University of Manitoba
playing for the Bisons
for the indoor season.
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Dorothy Lake
By Inge Scholte

A

t this writing we are
well into August,
and it has been an unusual summer weatherwise. So many weekends
brought repeated rain
squalls and high winds,
which
disappointed
many campers and cottagers alike. Hordes of
insects spoiled many
outdoor activities even
in the daytime, and that
sweetened the notion of
fall on the way. Nevertheless lots of people had
some great times.
A Promising
Young Fisherman
Brian Halayko, a longtime friend of the
Maryks, stayed with his
family at their co�age
and wrote me about his
grandson: “On Canada
Day, six year old Jaxon
Recker of Tyndall, Manitoba went on his ﬁrst
ﬁshing excursion with
his father Helmit, mom
Stacey and grandfather
on Dorothy Lake in the
Whiteshell. Not only did
he catch and land his ﬁrst
ﬁsh, but it was a Master
Angler Mooneye. He

caught four more mooneyes before the day was
over.” Proud mom Stacey added that Jaxon was
ﬁve when his grandpa
had bought him a ﬁshing
rod for Christmas, promising to take him ﬁshing
to catch his ﬁrst ﬁsh. Jaxon was very excited, and
kept on asking when
they could go. On July 1
the long-awaited day arrived. Grandpa thought
that ﬁshing for mooneye
with a worm and bobber
would be a great way to
get started.
Days For Girls
Summer is not usually the time for indoor
projects, but several
ladies from the North
Whiteshell have been
sewing, folding and
counting, as two sewing machines and two
sergers hum for Days for
Girls.
Days for Girls, an international
non-proﬁt
grassroots organization,
provides girls in impoverished countries with
kits of free sustainable
hygiene supplies and female health awareness.
Lorraine Wallace, inspired after visiting Pine
Ridge Church in Spring-

Jaxon Recker

ﬁeld, where her daughter was working on the
project, brought Days for
Girls to St. Paul Lutheran
Church in River Hills,
where it was met with
huge interest. Tuesday’s
ladies’ group, active on
various projects during the winter, was inspired to make as many
kit components as possible over the summer,
a�racting more volunteers by word of mouth.
We work together with
the Springﬁeld group,
one of three chapters in
Manitoba, and are having a great time with this
a�ractive, wonderfully
useful project.
While for most women
monthly periods are an

Days for Girls Kits.

inconvenience; for girls
in developing countries
it can mean an interruption that may end their
education and the beginning of a life of exploitation, humiliation and
poverty. With no access
to feminine hygiene supplies, they use leaves,
corn husks or feathers,
and are forced to stay
home. They may miss up
to two months of school
each year.
Each kit with a material cost of just $ 10 each
is made from brightly
colored washable quality
materials. A drawstring
bag holds a number of
durable products, which
may last as long as three
years.

For more information
call Helen Kovacs at 204348-7523.
Lost (And Found)
Again?
Li�le Miss Ki�y Boo,
Shelley and Bill’s Pastrick’s latest feline family
member, has developed
into a much loved and
very conﬁdent and determined cat. So no one
was surprised when one
day in July she was able
to scoot across Shelley’s
feet in the doorway,
avoided reaching arms,
and disappeared around
the corner. Pursuit being
of li�le use, the Pastricks
wondered whether they
would ever see her again.
Would she revert back
to living in the wilds
where she came from?
As Bill was relating all
this through the open car
window, a broad grin
appeared on his face recounting how within
ﬁve minutes a li�le black
and white shadow reentered the living room,
obviously having found
the special cat one-way
door. And she obviously
knew all along where
she belonged.

Otter Falls
By Diane Dreikluft

A

side from the rain,
we had quite a lovely summer. Everyone
had the chance for water
sports, fishing or whatever
fit the bill. Aren’t we fortunate to have all this at our
doorstep?
As usual, we were sad
to see summer disappear,
but we wait with anticipation for what Autumn has
in store.
Boater Etiquette
This year in particular,
there have been boaters
who appear to take delight
in speeding up to fishing
boats, causing large waves,
and then waving to the
people in the fishing boat
as if to say “everything’s

good, no problem.” Where
has common sense and
courtesy disappeared to?
This brings to mind that
we haven’t seen the Natural Resources Water Patrol
this year. If they were on
the water in a more visible
way, perhaps fines would
be handed out. At the very
least, it might deter these
boaters from being so inconsiderate.
Still on the topic of boaters, there remains some
who pass within 20 feet of
the shore lines, often getting tangled in the water
line markers, as well as
creating undue waves on
the shore.
We all share the lake
and rather than trying to
impress your buddies, instead be a mature boater

with consideration for others and thinking ahead as
to what your best course
of action might be. On behalf of the cottage owners,
thank you.
Places of Interest
We don’t have to venture very far to take in
some of the sites that the
Whiteshell has to offer.
The petroforms are amazing and well worth the effort to see. The museum
contains many interesting things that help show
some of the Whiteshell’s
past. The goose sanctuary, the suspension bridge,
the awesome sunrises and
sunsets, just to name a
few. Take an afternoon to
go out and explore, and
take your camera.

Condolences
Our thoughts go out to
Wendy in Block 4 for the
sudden loss of an extended family member.
Get Well
A speedy recovery is
wished for Adolf in block 4
as he recovers from a total
knee replacement.
Citizens on Patrol
As the year nears its end
perhaps we are thinking of
financial donations we will
be making. Please consider the Citizens on Patrol
who look out for our cottages during the fall and
winter months. These individuals are not paid and
any donations they receive
will gladly be used to help
cover the cost of gasoline
for their vehicles. Over the
season they travel several

hundred kilometres and
the cost does add up as
they keep their eyes open
for anything amiss. Donations can be made to:
Citizens on Patrol
North Whiteshell
300 Group
P.O. Box 157
Seven Sisters, MB
R0E 1Y0
If you have any announcements,picturesand
so forth that you would like
to see in the Echo, please
contact me prior to Nov.
1 to be included in the December issue, email me at
dianedreikluft@mymts.
net
In the meantime, have
a wonderful season and
keep well and stay safe.
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Whitenose Warning
By Adam Collicutt
Regional Senior
Park Interpreter
Eastern Region

W

ith Halloween approaching, what be�er cri�er to
talk about than bats? Bats are
often misunderstood mammals,
most likely due to their nocturnal
nature, and are rarely encountered by people.
Television and ﬁlm often associate bats with scary themes,
causing myths such as they will
ﬂy into your hair or suck your
blood.
However, bats play a very important ecological role for people
and are an important part of the
ecosystem here in the Whiteshell
and around the world. Bats eat
enormous quantities of insects,
especially those annoying mosquitoes. However there is one
scary fact about bats that we need
to be afraid of – the spread of
white nose syndrome. By learning and understanding the threat
of white nose syndrome, we can
help save our own bat populations, keeping insect populations
under control and maintaining a
healthy ecosystem.
White nose syndrome (WNS) is
a fungal disease that aﬀects bats
in lethal ways. It spreads by bat
to bat contact, forming a white
crust around the muzzle (hence
the name) and scars the wing
tissue eventually rendering the
bat unable to ﬂy. WNS will also
cause the bat to behave oddly. A
common symptom of WNS is

White nose syndrome is fatal to bats and although it has not yet been found in
Manitoba’s bat population, preventive measures can be taken.

that it wakes up bats from their
winter hibernation. As there is no
food readily available and due to
the colder temperatures, the bats
will perish. If you see one ﬂying
around in the winter, chances
are it has been exposed to WNS.
WNS is already responsible for
killing millions of li�le brown
bats in North America.
WNS originated in Europe and
was ﬁrst discovered in North
America in New York state in
2006. It is believed to have spread
from foot traﬃc going through
underground caves. Visitors to
these caves probably got some
guano (bat scat) stuck on their
shoes and transferred it to a North
American cave where migratory bats roost. WNS has spread

quickly throughout eastern
North America and is now found
as far west as Thunder Bay, Ont.
As there are not many tourist
caves in Manitoba and Ontario,
compared to the United States,
much of the spreading has been
from bat to bat during migration
and in caves where thousands of
bats may roost.
As with many invasive species and diseases it has proven to
have devastating eﬀects on native species. As mentioned earlier, millions of li�le brown bats
have been killed by this disease
in North America since its introduction. Even if just one bat has
WNS it will not take long for it to
spread to the rest of the colony.
The mortality rate of li�le brown
bats in caves that have been af-
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fected by WNS has reached 100
per cent in many instances. By
understanding how to prevent
WNS from spreading; our Manitoba bats will thrive and our mosquito population will go down.
Although WNS has not yet
been found in Manitoba, we
should still be concerned and
act. There was a time when other
invasive species such as zebra
mussels, rusty crayﬁsh and spiny
water ﬂea were foreign to Manitoba and unfortunately due to a
relaxed a�itude, that is no longer
the case.
Manitoba has taken some measures to help our li�le winged
friends. In 2015 the li�le brown
bat became the ﬁrst species to be
placed on the provincial endangered species list proactively, in
order to raise awareness of the severe threat of WNS. Bats are also
ﬁnding a way to ﬁght back themselves; some have started roosting
in smaller numbers which greatly reduces the risk of transferring
the disease. But we still need to
do our part as well to prevent the
spread of white nose syndrome.
A great way is to install small bat
boxes in your yard, providing additional roosting habitat. As a bonus, having a small population of
bats in your yard will greatly reduce the number of mosquitoes.
You can also participate in citizen
science programs, such as the
Neighbourhood Bat Watch program, and report any bat colonies you ﬁnd or report on bat activity using your bat boxes. This
information helps biologists track
our bat populations. Visit www.
batwatch.ca to ﬁnd out more information on bats and to help
our ﬂying mammal friends. By
learning and understanding the
threat of white nose syndrome,
we can help save our own bat
populations, keeping insect populations under control and maintaining a healthy ecosystem.
For more information on Manitoba bats, white nose syndrome
or upcoming interpretive events
visit the Alfred Hole Goose Sanctuary, open weekends in the fall
to Thanksgiving. Have a close up
look at a little brown bat and see
how to build a bat box for your
cottage lot. You can call the Park
Interpreter’s office year round
at 204-369-3157, email Adam.
Collicutt@gov.mb.ca and be sure
to follow us on twitter @MBGovParks.
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Big Whiteshell Lake
By Pat Fulcher

W

hat a beautiful
summer it was this
year. Lots of sunshine,
plenty of rain and baskets
and baskets of blueberries for all ... including
the bears. The lazy days
of summer saw families
on the beaches splashing
with the children, water skiers, more pontoon
boats, more kayaks out
on the lake and plenty
of folks braving jumping rock. Truly precious
memory-making times
for family and friends.
South Shore
Road Repairs
You will have noted
this summer when driving out to the co�age
that the Parks have done
some nice road repairs to
the South Shore road. A
big thank you to the government for their eﬀorts.
We hope that future
maintenance of roads
will continue in a timely
fashion to ensure safety
for all.
Lightning Strikes
This summer we saw
lightning strike. Yes, literally lightning did strike in
the campground, hi�ing
the ground and travelling through two trailers.
Fortunately no one was
injured.
Car Crash
This summer STARS
responded to a horrible
accident close to the garbage cages on the South
Shore road. One unsuspecting driver was hit
by the erratic driving of
another driver. Yes, there
was liquor involved.
The RCMP and STARS
responded quickly and
professionally and saw
to the injuries. Thank
goodness there were no
fatalities. This needless,
unfortunate accident is
a reminder to all about
drinking and staying put.
Park the car. Don’t put
lives in jeopardy! A huge
thank you to STARS for
their speedy response
and actions.

Lexy and Dave in the kayak.

Deﬁbrillator
For Campground
This summer a deﬁbrillator was purchased for
the campground oﬃce.
There is also one at the
North Shore store. I have
spoken with other co�age
owners that have purchased them. So...get to
know your neighbours,
help each other out. You
never know when you
may need them.
Road Closure
A concern brought to
my a�ention by Barb
Stul� is the closure of
South Shore road beyond
Block 11. Many folks,
young and old, enjoyed
blueberry picking, mushroom picking and hiking
in the area now not accessible by car. The easy
government ﬁx of the culvert problem was to block
the road. It was not taken
into account that the area
beyond the blockage is a
favourite spot for many.
If this is something you
would like to see opened
again, the Whiteshell Cottagers Association Lake
Director for Big Whiteshell
is Jacques Nault. I am sure
in supporting our lake and
the co�agers, he would
welcome your calls. His
contact information is on
page eight.

Babies
Babies, babies, babies!
We must welcome the
wee ones. More children
on the beaches. What’s
be�er than the laughter
of li�le ones at the lake?
Congratulations to Bruce
and Dayle Ellis of Block 8
on the birth of their granddaughter Nova; Vic and
Ellen Baerg of Block 8 on
the birth of their granddaughter Teyha; Randy
and Debbie Williams
of Block 10 on the birth
of their grandson Cooper; Neil and MaryAnn
Dueck of Block 7 on the
birth of their grandson
Felix; and Be�y Richardson of Block 4 on the birth
of her grandson Callum.
Oh you lucky folks!
Nuptials
Congratulations also to
Kim Stul� and Ma�hew
Spanolia on their June
5th nuptials in Virginia
Beach. Many co�agers
a�ended their wedding
as Kim has spent 31 years
vacationing at the family
co�age on Big Whiteshell
Lake. Of course they
honeymooned at the Big
Whiteshell.
More Nuptials
Excitement for the
Milnes as well. Tannis
said “I do“ to Patrick,
while brother Brian, on

Our neighbours on Green Lake held a Greek-themed September
long weekend for young and old.

one knee, proposed to
Megan. More exciting
times coming up for the
Milne family.
Congratulations
to
Selena Pappeti as she prepares to say “I do” to Carson Ikonen.
Our best wishes go out
to all these folks!
Toga Party
Our neighbours on
Green Lake held a Greek
Themed September long
weekend. Were those
ghosts running around or
folks in togas? Young and
old, big and small .. quite
entertaining for sure.
Condolences
On a sad note, our Big
Whiteshell community
lost a great co�ager when
Jim Parisian passed away
recently. He treasured
his time with family and
friends both summer and
winter at his beautiful
cabin situated at Block 6
Lot 4. One thing Jim was
known for was his generosity, whether it was for
lending tools and materials or sharing the best
popcorn and slushies
with all ages. He will be
missed.
Snow Clearing
As the crisp cool air
of autumn approaches

and the lush greens turn
to crimson and gold we
see many co�agers closing up. Others are busy
building up a woodpile
or tuning up their snow
machines. Yes the ‘white
stuﬀ’ is coming. Still time
however to enjoy the
beauty of Big Whiteshell
in its autumn glory. If
you are a winter co�ager
please be reminded that
your block representatives have been around
collecting snow clearing
fees or have placed the
snow clearing information in your door. Thank
you to all those block representatives. And, don’t
forget, if you need gas
in the winter, the closest
place is White Lake.
Thank You
Couldn’t close without
thanking Jacques for all
his hard work, Liberty for
her yearly library and my
‘go-to’ girls, Rosemary
and Donna.
Ahh, time to say goodnight to a wonderful
summer and look forward to the magic of the
winter months ahead.
Keep warm, keep those
ﬁres burning. See you on
the trails.

30 WHITESHELL ECHO OCTOBER 2016

Intrepid Cottager: Power When You Need It Most

By Greg Nichol

I

t’s something that’s
happened to co�age
owners at one time or
another: loss of power
during a thunderstorm
or severe weather.
Once that happens,
you go into scramble
mode, ﬁnding a ﬂashlight, then hooking up a
generator – if you have
one, that is.
In such confusing, disorienting circumstances, pu�ing a generator
into operation can be
time-consuming, and
potentially dangerous.
Enter Generlink, a
ﬁve-inch device that
can be installed behind
your electric meter by
your local utility company or a licensed electrical contractor.
In a nutshell, Generlink allows you to
connect a portable generator to your home
without rewiring. Once
installed, it automatically disconnects your
co�age from the electric power grid.
This is a key feature,
as it prevents back
feed, a dangerous condition where electricity from a generator

can ﬂow back into the
utility’s electric distribution system. The
resulting power surge
can damage equipment
– or injure a powerline
worker in the process
of performing maintenance to a power line,
or other area of the local power grid.
Here’s the beauty of
Generlink: it’s extremely easy to install, with
an average installation
time of 30 minutes or
less. There’s no need
for you to be present
during installation, and
there’s absolutely no
need for your co�age
to be rewired to accommodate it.
Once in place, Generlink – which is designed
and rated to connect
directly to standard
electrical panels of 200
amps or less – can be
easily activated by simply ﬂipping a breaker
on your co�age’s panel
to operate critical appliances.
Not only that, but
Generlink also eliminates the need to run
multiple
extension
cords during power
outages – or to hire an
electrician to install
an expensive transfer
switch and sub-panel that actually limits
how many appliances
you can operate once
the generator is up and
running.
And here’s more
good news: Generlink
is compatible with a
wide range of generators, in particular models with full-panel GFCI

for whatever reason,
goes out at your cottage. In minutes, you
can have your generator up and running, not
only providing light,
but sending power to
critical appliances (refrigerators,
freezers)
– and to your furnace,
oﬃce equipment (computers, phones).
Easy to install and affordable, every co�age
owner should consider
installing Generlink, as
it just makes life easier – and safer – when
power disruptions happen.
For more information on Generlink, visit
generlink.com, send an
email to info@global
powerproducts.com,
or, be�er yet, visit your
local Generlink dealer,
Lumber One, to get
In minutes, you can have your generator up and running,
more information on
just how much this in(Ground Fault Circuit simpliﬁes pu�ing your novative product has to
Interrupter) protection. generator into opera- oﬀer.
If you already have tion when the power,
a generator, it will be
compatible with Generlink if it has one of
three connectors: a 1450 straight connector,
L14-30 locking connector, or an L-14-20 lockAccording to Manitoba Conservaing connector.
tion, Canada is the world’s largest
Make sure to use these
connectors, as they are
producer of peat used in hortirated for 120v/240v
culture, contributing 1.3 million
output, which is the
tonnes of peat annually. Manitotype of power that runs
your co�age. If your
ba has approximately 17 per cent
generator doesn’t have
of Canada’s peatlands. Peatlands
one of these connectors, it should not be
cover 19.2 million hectares of
used with Generlink.
Manitoba, representing almost a
Put simply, Generthird of the province. Peatlands
link is an unobtrusive,
convenient device that
act like a sponge to help mitigate

Answer to Environment Contest
Question on page 4:

flooding and hold moisture in
times of drought. They provide
habitat for many kinds of plants
and animals, many of which are
unique to peatland environments.
The dense vegetation cover of
peatlands contributes oxygen to
the atmosphere and helps filter
and purify our water.

OCTOBER 2016 WHITESHELL ECHO 31

32 WHITESHELL ECHO OCTOBER 2016

