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This winter will be a critical 
period for all co�agers in 

Manitoba’s Provincial Parks. 
I don’t intend to rehash the 
events of the past two and a 
half years, with the on- and off-
again discussions with Parks 
Officials and the Ministry, and 
the inexorable increases in our 
lease rates and fees. The back is-
sues of the Echo, found on our 
website, provide the gory de-
tails for those with the stomach 
to reread them. 

But what makes the coming 
months both critical and prom-
ising is the fact that we are now 
engaged in serious discussion 
with the Minister and his staff, 
and soon with senior officials 
of the Parks Department. Our 
first meeting was on October 15 
and (at this writing) a follow up 
meeting with the Minister was 
scheduled for December 16. 
While it is too early for either 
rejoicing or crepe hanging, your 
Executive and Directors feel 
that we have begun the kind of 
serious face to face communica-
tion and information exchange 
that might well lead to a satis-
factory and enduring solution 
to our challenges. 

We are also pleased that these 
discussions include participa-
tion of members of our “coali-
tion” of Provincial Park Cot-

tage Owners. It is helpful for 
both us and for the Ministry to 
know that the co�age owners in 
the provincial parks are united 
in their desire to achieve a fair 
resolution.

We take the government at its 
word; we both want a fair reso-
lution to the conflict that meets 
clear specifications:

• Interactions between parks 
and co�agers must meet the 
spirit and wri�en requirements 
of the Parks Act and Regula-
tions.

• The service fee regimen must 
be supported by open data and 
ensure that co�agers pay only 
for services from which they 
benefit.

• Co�age lot appraisals and 
lease rates that are comparable, 
all things considered, to equiva-
lent jurisdictions and,

• Adherence to the founding 
principle of Manitoba’s Provin-
cial Parks,  that is, affordable 
co�aging available for all Mani-
tobans.

We remain commi�ed to the 
idea that the best se�lement 
of our issues will be gained 
through bipartisan negotiations 
that lay the groundwork for 
ongoing cooperation and com-
munication, as opposed to con-
frontation. But we are not Pol-
lyannas, and accordingly, we 
have made rigorous prepara-

tions for alternative actions (le-
gal, public relations and others) 
should our a�empts at negotia-
tion and discussion falter. 

So we are hopeful that the 
New Year will bring some hard 
evidence of progress, and we 
are working hard to make that 
so. We ask for your patience and 
ongoing support during this 
period, and remind you that the 
direct expression of your views 
to your own MLA is an impor-
tant part of our dialogue with 
government. In the meantime 
life goes on!

Oil Pipeline Studied
Of the many pressing issues 

facing the WCA, some are wor-
thy of special comment.

First, we are all now aware 
of the plans of Trans Canada 
Pipelines to convert the old gas 
pipeline that passes through the 
Whiteshell Park just north of the 
highway near Falcon Lake into a 
full bore high flow oil pipeline, 
called Energy East. Many cot-

tagers with whom I have spoken 
are deeply concerned about the 
potential lasting damage that 
might occur related to this pipe-
line. The proponents, TCPL, are 
full of assurances that modern 
pipelines are a safe and envi-
ronmentally acceptable method 
of transporting oil. We have ap-
pointed a special subcommi�ee 
of our Environment Commi�ee 
that will look into the risks of 
this project to the Whiteshell, 
and they will be recommend-
ing the policy that should be 
adopted by WCA. Interested 
co�agers should contact Ken 
Sommer, our general manager, 
for more information.

Lake Levels
Second, our Lake Level Com-

mi�ee, under the leadership 
of Alan Roberts, continues to 
work with Parks and Infrastruc-
ture Manitoba to rationalize the 
control of water levels in the 
Whiteshell. Now is 

the time 
to join 

the WCA
See Page 6 

for 
details

By Daniel Klass, WCA President
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President’s Report Continued From P. 1 

This is a complex issue, 
and the risk of miscal-
culation in se�ing wa-
ter control structures is 
great. In 2014, because 
of a failure to draw lake 
levels down to the proper 
winter levels, there was 
significant flooding and 
damage to shorelines 
and docks/boathouses 
throughout the south 
Whiteshell.  Alan’s com-
mi�ee is working hard to 
make sure these flooding 
problems are avoided 
and to establish mecha-
nisms to ensure the lake 
levels are properly man-
aged in the future.

‘They loved 
the co�age’

Finally I have to admit 
that I am at it again; I 
have a neat pile of clip-
pings from the pages of 
the Winnipeg Free Press; 
all from the obituary sec-
tion. OK, OK, I know I 
am indulging my maca-
bre sense of history by 
reading through each 
and every obituary that 
appears in each Satur-
day edition, but I am 
now doing it quite spe-
cifically to make some 
important points about 

the co�aging population 
in Manitoba. 

On Sat., Nov. 21, there 
was a total of 80 full obit-
uary notices. Of these, 
there were 16 that made 
special mention of “the 
family co�age.” Based 
on that count, it appears 
that about 20 per cent of 
families in the province 
are co�age owners!  Pre-
vious counts suggest an 
average of about 15 per 
cent.  I am impressed by 
three features of these 
notices, each of which 
reinforces what the 
Whiteshell Co�agers As-
sociation has been say-
ing to the public about 
co�aging:

First; it is made perfect-
ly clear that for the fami-
lies of many of Manito-
ba’s deceased, the family 
co�age is far more than 
just a prized possession, 
it is a gathering place in 
times of joy and sorrow, 
a retreat from the work-
a-day world, a place 
where nature reveals it-
self and Manitobans in-
teract through fishing, 
snowmobiling, cross-
country skiing, canoe-
ing etc. etc. It becomes a 

family’s pride and joy, a 
space that provides deep 
meaning to a significant 
part of our community.

Second, it is clear that 
co�agers represent a 
true slice of Manitoba 
life; these may be ex-
traordinary people from 
the perspective of their 
depth of feeling for fam-
ily, friends and nature’s 
bounty, but they are “or-
dinary” people from the 
perspective of economic 
position. These are not 
rich people with cot-
tages; these are ordinary 
people whose lives are 
enriched by their invest-
ments in their co�ages. 
This perspective strongly 
supports the survey that 
we have completed with 
the help of a scientist 
from Laurentian Univer-
sity; the average income 
of Whiteshell Co�agers 
is virtually identical to 
that of individuals in the 
province as a whole. So 
the Government needs 
to revise its claims that 
co�agers are privileged, 
rich, fat cats, and stop 
using misleading accusa-
tions to create divisions 
in our community.

Third, my ongoing 
obituary study forceful-
ly drives home the point 
that co�agers (owners 
and their families) make 
up a substantial segment 
of the voting population 
of the province, between 
10 and 20 per cent, most 
of them living within 
the boundaries of Win-
nipeg and its suburbs. 
This point becomes all 
the more interesting at 
election time, when this 
large group of voters 
will be very likely to vote 
en masse against a party 
that is eager to punish 
ordinary Manitobans, 
just because they are cot-
tagers. 

As part of our informa-
tion campaign, we have 
distributed a map of Win-
nipeg and its suburbs, 
showing the number of 
co�agers in each of the 
ridings in the metro area. 
It is remarkable how 
evenly distributed our 
members are through-
out the city, and how 
significantly the votes of 
our members and their 
families and friends can 
affect the results of many 
crucial Winnipeg ridings 

in the upcoming provin-
cial election. We are also 
commi�ing considerable 
resources to our effort to 
inform the public both 
about who we co�agers 
are, and about what cot-
taging contributes to the 
Provincial economic and 
social profile. 

As we have pointed 
out to the government 
on many occasions, and 
especially in a recent 
meeting with the new 
Minister Nevakshonoff 
and his senior staff, our 
preference is to remain 
a positive advocacy or-
ganization for fair fees 
and lease rates and for 
enhancements to the 
Parks. We prefer to meet 
and discuss these issues 
in a progressive way, 
following the consulta-
tive process suggested 
by the Parks Act itself...
transparency, fairness 
and consultation. 

Happy Holidays
I wish all members 

and friends a joyous and 
healthy holiday season. 
We share many blessings 
and I hope they are mul-
tiplied in 2016!

South East Whiteshell Fire Department

The South East 
Whiteshell Fire De-

partment (SEWFD) 
continues to practice 
diligently for any emer-
gency. When the summer 
season ends, preparation 
and training for the next 
year begins.

The Fire Department 
Executive is now plan-
ning for the replacement 
of our 26 year old fire 
truck presently located 
in Falcon Lake. Mainte-
nance costs on our fire 
trucks exceeded $30,000 
in the past twelve months. 
The executive has created 
a reserve fund to replace 
critical major fire equip-

ment, and we are pleased 
to say that this fund now 
exceeds $50,000 at our 
year-end of October 31. 
This represents about 12.5 
per cent of the amount 
needed to replace the 
fire truck, but, with the 
support of our generous 
donors, it is a good start. 
The goal is to raise suffi-
cient funds to replace the 
truck in early 2017. 

This is only one of many 
key pieces of equipment 
that will be replaced in 
the year. Self Contained 
Breathing equipment, 
now between 12 and 17 
years old, needs to be up-
graded on a regular basis 
over the next 24 months. 
Each new unit costs 
$5,000. This equipment is 
essential in major fires. 

Each year, in addition 
to major capital items, the 
Fire Department spends 
about $25,000 on other 
capital assets.

Thanks to the support 
of our many donors,  the 
Fire Department contin-
ues to be debt-free.

The many donors in 
the Builder Category are 
proudly recognized on 
our website www.sew-
fire.ca. If you would like 
to support the Fire De-
partment with a tax-de-
ductible donation, please 
send it to: 

SEW Fire Dept.
P.O. Box 88
West Hawk Lake, MB
R0E 2H0

You can also help by 
volunteering your time. 
The secret of our suc-
cess is our people, and 
we would like you to join 
us. Our planning for 2016 
is starting, so this would 
be a good time to get in-
volved.

Social Commi�ee 
members are needed to 
plan and organize events 
such as the annual Open 
House in August and the 
biannual Firefighters Ball 
planned for June 2016. 
You would only need to 
volunteer for two meet-
ings and to a�end the 
event. Online and con-
ference call meetings 
can be arranged. The ex-
ecutive meets monthly at 
the firehall, usually on a 
Monday evening, eight 

times a year, and our an-
nual meeting will be held 
on the third Monday in 
April, 2016.

If you are interested in 
volunteering for the Fire 
Department Executive 
or our Social Commit-
tee, please e-mail us at 
info@sewfire.ca or con-
tact one of our Executive 
members listed on our 
website. We are always 
pleased to welcome new 
volunteers.

We wish all of our cot-
tagers and residents the 
very best for the upcom-
ing Holiday Season, and 
we wish you a very Hap-
py and Prosperous New 
Year! Thanks again for 
your continued support.

By Gordon Greaves      

 Whiteshell Co�agers Association
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Club Regent Event Centre 
1425 Regent Ave., Winnipeg

Meeting at 7 p.m. Whiteshell merchants 
will exhibit products and services 

starting at 5  p.m.

The average income of co�agers is identical to 
that of individuals in the province as a whole. So 

the Government needs to revise its claims 
that co�agers are privileged, rich, fat cats.
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TRANSFER STATION HOURS

 North Whiteshell Transfer Stations
Jessica Transfer Station

May 1 - Sept. 30  Thursday - Monday 10 am to 6 pm
Oct. 1 - Oct. 31  Friday - Sunday 10 am - 4:30 pm
Nov. 1 - Mar 31  Sat. 10 am to 4:30 pm
April 1 - April 30  Saturday and Sunday 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Nutimik Transfer Station

May 1 - Sept. 30  Thursday-Monday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Oct. 1 - Oct. 31  Friday - Sunday 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 1 - Mar. 31  Sunday 10 a.m - 4:30 p.m.
April 1 - April 30 Saturday and Sunday 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Whitemouth –Reynolds-North Whiteshell 
Waste Management Facility

May 1 to September 30

Mon, Tues  8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday  11:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Thurs, Fri, Sat  8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

October 1 to April 30

Tues, Thursday 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday   11:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Fri, Sat   8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

For more information contact 204-348-2125.

Rules for Waste Disposal
Garbage Cages: Only household waste. No leaves or grass clippings are to be put into or outside of the 
cages.

Recycle Bins: Glass (lids removed and separated), tin cans (you can leave the labels on), milk/juice 
cartons, all plastics (remove the lids on drink bottles), aluminum foil/cans, paper, cardboard (flattened 
boxes). Place sharps in a glass container and label sharps. Recycling should be placed in clear bags.

Fish Remains: Take to fish cleaning stations at Brereton Campground, Jessica Boat Launch, White 
Lake Campground, Lena Island Boat Launch, North Shore Big Whiteshell, South Shore Big Whiteshell, 
Betula Lake, New Nutimik Campground, Old Nutimik Campground, Osapiskaw Campground and Otter 
Falls Campground.

Human Waste: Public water dumping stations are located at Otter Falls,  Nutimik, Big Whiteshell, and 
Brereton.  Lagoons accessible to the public are located at Dorothy, Big Whiteshell, Brereton, West Hawk 
and Falcon.

Transfer Stations: Separate your items before coming to the site.  All vehicles must report to the onsite 
staff to document required information. There are separate disposal areas for appliances, brush, con-
crete, fish remains, glass, household garbage, plastic, rubber, scrap metal, shingles, building materials, 
yard/slash garden waste, paint and aerosol cans. 

Demolition Materials: Please separate clean materials from contaminated when hauling materials. Ma-
terials from structures larger than three metres by three metres and concrete larger than 1.5 metres by 
1.5 metres must be hauled to the Whitemouth-Reynolds North Whiteshell Facility.

White Goods: (Refrigerators, freezers and air conditioners): These are accepted at the transfer stations 
without being decommissioned. Please see the attendant when dropping off these items.

Brush: All brush should be taken to the transfer station as soon as possible and should not be stored 
on your lot or on public reserve. Brush piles are a fire hazard and can attract nuisance wildlife such as 
raccoons and skunks to your property.
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Membership 
in the 
WCA 

Supports:
• Legal action 

in opposition to 
the provincial 
government’s 

planned 
escalation in our 

park fees.

• Our Lake 
Level 

Commi�ee’s 
work to effec-
tively control 
lake levels.

• Lower cost 
co�age 

insurance. 
(See details p. 8)

• The 
Whiteshell 

Echo, mailed to 
members and 
also available 

online.

MEMBERSHIP 
FORM ON 

PAGE 6 
OR JOIN 

ONLINE AT 

WWW.
WHITESHELL-
COTTAGERS.

COM
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The WCA Environment Committee
Contest 

For December 
Question:

Which Christmas tree is more environmentally 
friendly? A) REAL or B). ARTIFICIAL?

(Hint: The answer appears somewhere in this 
issue of the Whiteshell Echo.)

Prize for the winner is A 
$5  0 Canadian Tire gift card 

E-MAIL YOUR ANSWER TO 
ECONTEST@WHITESHELLCOTTAGERS.COM 

OR MAIL IT TO:
WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION

2D-1975 CORYDON AVE.
WINNIPEG, MB

R3P 0R1
One name will be drawn from those 

entries with correct answers.   You must 
be a current WCA member to win. Contest 

closes December 30, 2015 at 10 P.M. 
All entries must include your full name, 

address and telephone number as well as your 
lake, block and lot number.  

Winner agrees to have his or her name published in the next edition of 
The Whiteshell Echo.

www.whiteshellcottagers.com

Turn in 

Poachers

—

Report 

Forest 

Fires

—

Call 

1-800

782-

0076 

2016

The Whiteshell
Echo

is published by the Whiteshell 
Cottagers Association Incorporated

President
Daniel Klass

President Elect
Ronald S. Smith

Vice President
Gary Kennedy

Treasurer
Tom Cutts

Past President
Tom Walker

2016 Membership Fee $25
Send address changes to

1975 Corydon Ave.
Suite 2D

Winnipeg, MB R3P 0R1
Phone/Fax

1 (204) 487-0556
Email

wca@whiteshellcottagers.com
(see form above)

Echo Committee
Bruce Wagg Co-chair
Sharon Philp Co-chair

Glenda Peacock
Teresa Lopata
Margaret Kent
Ida Reichardt
Karen Kaplen
Dawne Kepron
Joann Shields
Tom Walker

Articles in the Echo are not 
official statements of the WCA 

unless indicated.
The Echo is published five times 

a year and mailed in the first 
week of April, June, August, 

October and December.

Next Issue
April 2016

Deadline: March 1, 2016
Editor

James Buchok
Phone: (204) 831-7274

Email:
jbuchok@mymts.net

www.whiteshellcottagers.com
Publication Agreement

40009463

35

35
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Consistent
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Barren Lake
Don Sleeva
Home (204) 237-3081
Lake (204) 349-8982

Betula Lake
Kerry Davies
(204) 663-6313

Tom Cutts
Home (204) 837-5049
Lake (204) 348-7290

Gaeline Delmarque
Home (204) 489-3016
Lake (204) 348-7796

Big Whiteshell
Jacques Nault   
jacquesn29@gmail.com

Brereton Lake
Bill Backman
204-799-5725
ibb@mymts.net

Doug Moberg
Home (204) 269-4511
Lake (204) 369-5515

Nicola Panchysak
Lake (204) 369-5217
nicola.p@me.com

Brereton Lake (cont’d)
Sharon Philp
Cell (204) 771-7297
sharonphilp@hotmail.com

Lorna Spencer
Home (204) 254-8137
Lake (204) 369-5702

Caddy Lake
Joel Kettner
Home (204) 475-3492
Lake (204) 349-2089
jdkettner@me.com

Robert Stalker
Lake (204) 349-8676

Dorothy Lake
Stan Pogorzelec
Home (204) 668-8153
Lake (204) 348-3282

Eleanor Lake
Ed Enns
(204) 334-8318
edwardenns204@gmail.com

Falcon Lake
Al Bezak
abbezak@shaw.ca
Cell (204) 669-3430

Falcon Lake (cont’d) 
Cheryl Bryant
cheryl@tek.ca
(204) 588-7007

Randall Kinley
randy5@mts.net
Cell (204) 228-6507

Garry Parker
garry@parkerindustries.ca
Lake (204) 349-2763

Jo-Ann Shields
jojo_shields@yahoo.ca
Lake (Cell) (204) 299-4528

Ronald Smith
ronaldssmith@hotmail.
com
Lake (204) 349-8804

Florence Lake
Kristin Pingatore
Home (204) 803-9464

Nora Lake
Angela Hogan
Home: (204) 866-4398
aghogan@highspeedcrow.ca

Jessica Lake
Neil McMillan  
(204) 896-0584
nmcmillan@mymts.net  

Nutimik Lake
Angela Kelsch
home: 204-334-3906
lake: 204-348-2093
akelsch@shaw.ca

Sandra Kline
Lake (204) 348-2888

Brenda Trach
Cell: (204) 510-3911  
btrach@shaw.ca

Red Rock Lake
Rick Emslie
Home (204) 227-4694

David McNeil
Home (204) 489-3508
Lake (204) 348-7510

Star Lake
Tom Walker
Home (204) 269-5988
tewalker@hotmail.com

West Hawk Lake
Richard Babyak
Home (204) 475-4996
Lake (204) 349-8406

Patty Caron
Lake (204) 349-8513
Cell: (204) 781-7043
ppcaron@mymts.net

West Hawk Lake (cont’d)
Daniel Klass
Lake (204) 349-2606
klass6@gmail.com

Bob Morrison
Home (204) 453-1153
Lake (204) 349-2369

Dan Myk
Home (204) 889-4561
Lake (204) 349-8320
dannmyk@hotmail.com

Alan Roberts 
Home: (204) 888-9578  
Lake: (204) 349-2361  
aroberts4@shaw.ca

White Lake
Gary Kennedy
(204) 254-2300
garykennedy@mymts.net

Deborah Seguin 
(204) 772-0647 
ecarriere@shaw.ca

HONOURARY
DIRECTORS
John Biglow 
Harry Meneer
Ed Wilson

Board of Directors Whiteshell Cottagers Association Inc. 2015-2016
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Letter to the Editor

Uncooperative 
co�agers leave 

garbage site 
a mess 

Dear Editor,

The only way I can 
describe my reac-

tion when I stop at the 
garbage and recycling 
site on Highway 301 is 
disappointment. Why 
do people have to be 
so uncooperative and 
in some cases down-
right disgusting? We 
are fortunate to have 
these services avail-
able and conveniently 
located, AND we have 

a transfer station only 
a short distance down 
the highway where you 
can drop off items not 
accepted at the garbage 

and recycling site FREE 
OF CHARGE.

I cringe when I think 
of the folks who have 
to deal with the hor-

rible mess that is left 
in and around the gar-
bage cage.

I cannot believe this 
is created by co�agers 

because I thought we 
were above this sort of 
behaviour, but it must 
be us because there are 
not enough visitors to 
account for the ongoing 
disorder (insert stron-
ger word).

Let’s try to clean up 
our act!
Dianne Beaven
Falcon Lake

FIRE 
WORKS

ARE 
STRICTLY
PROHIBITED

IN
WHITESHELL

PROV.
PARK 

AND ALL
OF 

MB’S
PARKS
AT ALL 
TIMES

To Report 

 Fires

Call 

1-800

782-0076 

Mess left in and around garbage and recycling site on Highway 301. Photo provided by 
Dianne Beaven.

See 
Transfer 
Station 

Hours and 
Rules for 

Waste 
Disposal 

on P. 4
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AYA Construction

Alliance Skylights

Amos Plumbing

Falcon Lake Plumbing

Falcon Realty Team

Ike’s Eavestroughing

Jensen Contracting

Lakeside Enterprises

Lee Bilodeau

Lumber One

Mason Plumbing & Heating

Manitoba Conservation

Manitoba Hydro

Milne Homes

COPP North Whiteshell 
Citizens on Patrol

Pat’s Pottery

Paul Duncan Realty

Penta Spray Insulation

Pinawa Golf and 
Country Club

Pine Creek Homes

Plezia Insurance Brokers

Postech Winnipeg

Rene’s Septic Tank Service

Ritchie Construction

Rough Country Tree Services

Sampson’s Realty

Shaw Direct

Spiders and More

Whiteshell Plumbing

Zimmerman Ideal 
Maintenance Services

The Whiteshell Echo extends sincere wishes for
the best of the season to all of our 2015 advertisers

To advertise in the Whiteshell Echo 
contact the Editor, James Buchok at (204) 831-7274 

or by email: echo@whiteshellcottagers.com



Ser�ing the Whiteshell
and sur�ounding areas
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WCA Members are eligible to register for an account on the 
WCA website and access content such as a PDF version of 

the Whiteshell Echo, member notices, and lake director contact 
information. A member creates an account by submitting the form 
at: http://whiteshellcottagers.com/member-registration

Use the same information you used to register for your member-
ship. You will be asked to create a username and password. Once 

your information has been submitted, a website administrator will 
confirm you are a current member and approve your registration. 
Then you will be able to log in with the username and password 
you created.

Please note that website administrators are volunteers. They 
will make every attempt to confirm your information and open your 
website account in a timely manner (1 to 4 days).

Highway Cleanup Bags Lots of Garbage (and a Great Lunch)

On June 27 the cleanup of the TransCanada Highway took place. 
As I drove to Falcon, rain came twice in the 10 km stretch. It 

looked like it might be cancelled. Twenty-two volunteers showed up. 
The rain held off but a black cloud to the East spewed lightning. The 
cleanup crew consisted of: Kevin Abrahams, Paul Abrahams, Kerwen 
Barret, Leslie and Bob Challis, Roberta and Kera Vyse, Gary Parker, 
Bob Morrison, Leah, Ted and Anel Boughen, Mel Cooper, Shawna 
and Kali Brambella, Cheryll Bryant, Stacey Eolenosen, Georgia and 
Daniel Klass, Janet and Fred Lawrenson and Judith Mallord.

Sixty bags of trash came out of the ditches. Find of the day 
(which caused a fair bit of back and forth comment) a full sized 
blow-up “DOLL.” The subsequent converation ran to hilarious 
speculation of what had happened between West Hawk and Falcon, 
and the true meaning of being ditched. 

Contributing businesses were: CBC, Keystone, Falcon Meat and 
Grocery, Falcon Bakery Bistro and John’s great hamburgers from 

M+S Meat on Main St., Winnipeg.
So we wound up with the cleanest stretch of the Transcanada 

Hwy in the country, a monster lunch, food by Judith and Janet and 
cake by Georgia. Just as everybody went their way home, the rain 
came.  

By Richard Babyak

How to Access WCA Member Content  On the WCA Website
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WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION 2015 PHOTO CONTEST

Summer is behind us and we can look forward to a snowy, cold winter, but, don’t put your camera away. There are 
lots of angles for photo buffs to shoot ... animals, birds, snowy scenes, life at the co�age during the winter for those 

who co�age all year.The competition this year had close to 100 photos to judge. Several had to be put aside as they 
were not up to size 4 x 6 or 5 x 7; sorry they were not judged. We had several entries from the Youth Division that really 
impressed me. Some interesting shots by Julia Armstrong who is 12 years old. Julia has a good eye and took some fine 
photos. To all entrants, please keep shooting your wonderful photos. Here we go with the winning photographs:

1st Place $75 
Beth Ke�ner, Block 9, Lot 1, Falcon Lake
Judge’s comments:
Beth’s photo shows a misty morning shot of boat houses 
and docks shrouded in mist with a warm glow in the back-
ground as the sun rises.

3rd Place $35 
Murray Auld, Block 9, Lot 12, Falcon Lake

Judge’s  comments:
Murray’s shot of a helicopter on a dock with a glorious sky 

of reds and blues.  Nice work.

2nd Place $50 
Joanne Lussier-Deiners, Block 3, Lot 28, 

Falcon Lake
Judge’s comments:

In 2nd place, Joanne has shot a picnic table with dewy 
grass in a misty se�ing on the Trans-Canada trail.  

Very nice.

4th Place $25
Byron Smith

Block 2, Lot 12, Barrier Bay
Judge’s comments:

Byron’s photo…..he had to do a bit of climbing to 
photograph some robin’s eggs.

By Gerry Cairns, retired Free Press Photojournalist and WCA Photo Contest Judge

SCENIC CATEGORY
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1st Place $75
Gail Patche�, Block 2, Lot 4, Nutimik Lake

Judge’s comments:
Gail Patche�’s nature photo is a picture perfect 
shot of a hummingbird a�acking a geranium 
bloom for some sweet nectar ... real nice tight 
photo, Gail.

 

3rd  Place $35
Stephanie Wood, Block 8, Lot 10, Jessica Lake

Judge’s comments:
Stephanie captured a mother Canada Goose and her gos-

lings marching along over some rocks. Nice entry.

2nd Place $50
Rebecca Schindle, Block 12, Lot 30, 

Brereton Lake
Judge’s comments:

Rebecca’s fine shot of a Plover at the water’s edge, 
hunting for food.  Real sharp image and 

good cropping.

4th Place $25 
Karren Middagh, Block 9, Lot 22,

Falcon Lake

Judge’s comments:
 Karren caught a shot of a Pileated Wood-

pecker looking at its mirror image in a car window.  A 
tree is also mirrored and that caught the woodpecker’s 

interest to a�ack the mirrored tree.

NATURE CATEGORY

WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION 2015 PHOTO CONTEST
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1st Place $75
Alice Claeys, Hochs Point Road, Lot 10, 
Nutimik Lake
         
Judge’s comments:
Alice’s photo shows a lot of action. It makes me 
laugh as this happens every week all summer. 
Friends and relatives do yard work.  Good action 
showing a lovely yard.

3rd  Place $35
Gail Hermann, Block 14, Lot 27, West Hawk Lake

Judge’s comments:
Another photo with water jumpers.  Gail caught these two 
adults leaping into their future and the lake at West Hawk.

2nd Place $50
Joycelyn Litke, Block 2, Lot 5, Eleanor Lake

Judge’s comments:
Joycelyn’s photo shows two young tykes hi�ing the water 

with arms and legs flailing.

ACTION CATEGORY (three winning entries)

WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION 2015 PHOTO CONTEST
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1st Place $75
Tatum Nicholson, Block 5, 

Lot 6, Brereton Lake
Judge’s comments:

Tatum’s photo is a sharp, clear, 
panoramic scene shot from a 
dock portraying a calm lake 
with soft clouds in the sky.  

Very nice.

3rd  Place $35
Rebecca Smith, Block 2, Lot 12, Barrier Bay
Rebecca got into nature with a close up of a frog.

4th Place $25
Mack Bartle�, Block 1, Lot 52, Nutimik Lake

Mack Bartle�’s photo is a once-in-a-lifetime exposure 
during early evening of a bolt of lightning over 

Nutimik Lake.  It is faint in the photo, but look closely 
and you will see it.

YOUTH CATEGORY — 16 AND UNDER

2nd Place $50
Julia Armstrong, Lot 4, Florence Lake

Judge’s comments:
Julia Armstrong’s entry shows a solitary tree in the 

foreground with the lake behind.  A nice talent, Julia.

WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION 2015 PHOTO CONTEST
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Otter Falls

Didn’t we have a 
beautiful autumn? 

At this writing the leaves 
are pre�y much all 
gone, and the squirrels 
and chipmunks are hur-
riedly gathering nuts for 
their winter haul. Don’t 
get in their path, as you 
will be scolded for sure, 
with a ch-ch-ch-ch-ch!

 Winterizing Blues
Ge�ing the co�age 

ready for winter seems 
to take several days and 

we just don’t seem to 
have the same enthusi-
asm as we do when we 
begin to open things up 
in the spring. Oh well, 
we can look forward to 
the spring.

Bugged by Bugs
 With the flies and la-

dybugs trying to make 
our co�age their refuge, 
we have a constant ‘open 
season’ on them. Other-
wise we will be overrun 
in the spring.

Trudeau-mania
How do you feel about 

the federal election re-
sults? Is it a good thing 
or not for Canada? Time 
will tell! We really did 
experience another 
Trudeau-mania. It was 
encouraging that so 
many more people actu-
ally took part in the vot-
ing process this time. It is 
your right and privilege 
to do so. Good for you!
Christmas On The Way

Stores are now sport-
ing Christmas and other 

holiday decorations, 
driving home the fact 
that we will be smack 
dab in the middle of the 
holiday season in no 
time.

 Hopefully this time of 
year will also find many 
co�agers and families 
out at the lake enjoying 
the beauty and the qui-
etness this time brings.

 As I write this, there is 
still no snow, but when 
you receive your Decem-
ber issue, that will most 
surely have changed. Go 

skating, sledding, snow-
boarding, cross country 
skiing or whatever else 
you enjoy. Sit around 
bonfires and enjoy the 
crackling of the fire. 
There is something for 
everybody to do.

 Holiday Wishes
Please let me take this 

time to wish every one 
of you peace, joy, friend-
ship and love that we all 
anticipate and appreci-
ate, especially this time 
of year.

Keep safe and be well.

By Diane Dreikluft
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Caddy Lake

As we write, the 
weather gods have 

been shining brightly on 
us with above normal 
temperatures that have 
been amazing for walk-
ing, hiking and just be-
ing outdoors.

On the downside, the 
lakes have not frozen yet 
which will cause havoc 
for the snowmobile sea-
son. Last year Caddy 
froze on Nov 14. This 
year it was 10C on that 
date. Crossing our fin-
gers that we do get some 
cooler temperatures 
before we get the big 
dumps of snow!

Quiet Time
It’s extremely quiet on 

the lake at this time of 
year. Most co�ages have 
been closed for the sea-
son and all of our snow-
birds have gone south 
for the winter.

Hope you all have an 
amazing winter and we 
can’t wait to hear all of 
your stories when you 
get back in the spring.

Fewer Humans 
More Cri�ers

Since there are fewer 
humans around, the past 
few months have given 
way to increased sight-
ings of some animals 
that you don’t always get 
a chance to see. Sept. 23 
was one of those days. 

But first we have to back 

up a few weeks and talk 
about the prairie chicken 
population, which was 
abundant. Here on Block 
10 there were always 
chickens wandering 
around, sometimes up to 
eight waddling up and 
down the road.

Wayne drove up one 
day and found a dead 
chicken in the middle 
of the yard. Odd, but 
he didn’t give it much 
thought, bagged it and 
put it in the garbage be-
fore our dog got her teeth 
around it.

Fast forward to the 
23rd. Nell, our Flatcoat-
ed Labrador Retriever 
was si�ing near the bird 
feeder very stoically at-
tempting to play catch 
the chipmunk. I’m relax-
ing with a coffee watch-
ing the goings on with 
her when all of a sud-
den a bobcat rounds the 
woodpile. What the...?

The cat stops, looks 
at Nell, Nell turns her 
head and sees the cat. 
They both appear to 
do a double take, even 
the animal world gets 
shocked apparently, and 
the chase is on! The cat 
takes off through co�age 
lots two and three with 
the dog right behind it 
heading for the lake. I, of 
course, instinctively try 
and give chase, as slow 
as that was since I can’t 
run. By the time I make 
it outside and to the end 

of the drive both animals 
are long gone and all I 
can think of is I’m going 
to be looking for Nell’s 
mangled body. What on 
earth was she thinking 
trying to take on a bob-
cat?

Five minutes of scream-
ing, no Nell. Ten min-
utes ... ahhh relief. She 
finally emerges through 
the bush, totally ignor-
ing my frantic cries, nose 
still down to the ground 
and off into the bush she 
runs. At this point, logi-
cally I know that cat is 
long gone and her hunt 
is all for not. But my heart 
keeps racing as another 
ten minutes goes by be-
fore she emerges again, 

this time proud as a pea-
cock and panting hard 
as she has protected her 
people and her property 
from the big bad cat.

We couldn’t figure out 
why the chicken popula-
tion was depleting, but 
that day we got our an-
swer. We haven’t seen 
him/her again, and may-
be Nell did her job that 
day and chased it off for 
good. Or the cat has got-
ten smarter and makes 
sure no one is home be-
fore it heads for the bird 
feeder and the easy pick-
ings.

At any rate, the cat was 
a beautiful sight and 
hopefully it thrives and 
sticks around so maybe 

we can meet again. Next 
time with a camera in-
stead of the dog!

Share Your Stories
We’d like to steal a 

great idea from another 
contributor and invite 
anyone who would like 
to share their stories of 
Caddy Lake with us, 
along with any pictures 
you may have. How did 
your family come to be 
on the lake? To get it go-
ing, we’ll be doing our 
own co�age here in the 
next issue. We talked to 
Wayne’s mom, Kathy, 
and got the details and 
pictures of why and how 
Kathy and Joe decided to 
make Caddy Lake their 
home away from home.

If you would like to 
participate, we’d love to 
hear from you.

Happy Everything
For all of those celebrat-

ing birthdays/anniver-
saries or anything else, 
congrats! 

Season’s Greetings
Have a safe and happy 

Holiday Season. Be kind 
to one another. Until next 
time, take care.

Again, if you would 
like to tell us how your 
family chose Caddy 
Lake, or if you have any 
other news or celebra-
tions you would like to 
share, please email us at 
caddylake@shaw.ca

By Barb E. and
Wayne Bobychuk

Photo above by Kim Zacharias of Jessica Lake, a gruesome 
scene of a snake devouring a frog, received an honourable 
mention in this year’s Whiteshell Cottagers Association 
Photo Contest. (Original photo was submitted in colour). 
See all of this year’s winners on pages 12-15.
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Celebrating 10 Years of Sailing at West Hawk

This past summer 
marked the 10th 

year of the revival of 
sailing on West Hawk 
Lake, something the 
club’s organizers say 
is only the beginning 
of many more years on 
the water.

The summer of 2015 
saw a week-long sail-
ing school for children 
and adults, along with 
the annual club race 
and recreational sail-
ing get-togethers on 
Sundays, says vice-
commodore Paul Kres-
tanowich.

“We’ve been bringing 
in the mobile sailing 
school run by Sail Man-
itoba since 2006, and 
we run all levels from 
beginners to advanced 
for kids and adults,” 
he says. “We’ve also 
run an Optimist BOOT 
camp twice in the past 
few years and hosted 
the provincial Opti-
mist races.”

Not only have Kres-
tanowich and Com-
modore Tom Saunders 
been building the club 
up over the past ten 
years, they have plans 
for the future. For ex-
ample, in 2016, the club 
will host the Manitoba 
Powersmart Summer 
Games’ sailing events 
for Laser Radial and 
Optimist sailors along 
with windsurfing. 

“It’s great to see 
what we’ve been able 
to build. We have a 
small fleet of Optimist 
(dinghies for children), 
and a few other club 
boats. We’ve also seen 
a young sailor, Bren-
nan Agar, come up 
through the lessons 
and go on to compete 
with the provincial 
sailing team in the La-
ser Radial class.”

He credits the help of 
families who have cot-
tages on the lake with 
all the help needed to 
run a yacht club, in-
cluding hauling and 
storing boats, building 

racks, se�ing buoys, 
hosting sailing in-
structors, and running 
fund-raising bingos in 
the winter.

But it wasn’t always 
like this. When inter-
est in sailing flagged 
in the 1980s, the West 
Hawk Lake Yacht Club 
died out.  

The original club was 
established in 1959, 
and the members are 
credited at helping 
start the Manitoba Sail-
ing Association (now 
Sail Manitoba). Dur-
ing the 1960s and into 
the mid 1970s, the club 
was very active, with 
sailors competing in 
races using Y-Flyers, 
Fireballs and Albacore 
dinghies. 

It wasn’t until Kres-
tanowich met Saun-
ders, thirty years af-
ter the demise of the 
original club, that they 
looked into reviving 
sailing on the lake. 

“Tom knew Char-
lie Burns, who’s quite 
involved in sailing in 
the province, and we 
all went for lunch with 
Brigi�e Smutney (ex-
ecutive director of Sail 
Manitoba),” says Kres-
tanowich. “We started 
up the club again. The 
first two to three years 
were slow, but we kept 
at it. The biggest help 
was bringing in the mo-
bile sailing school that 
first year. Once kids 
get involved in sailing, 
their parents get inter-
ested. Once they’re out 
on the water, they have 
a great time.”

Along with host-
ing more learn-to-sail 
lessons in 2016 and 
hosting the Manitoba 
Powersmart Summer 
Games events, the club 
is petitioning Manito-
ba Parks to allow them 
to build a permanent 
storage shed and dock 
at Big Island Landing. 

“There used to be a 
building for the club, 
but that’s long gone. 
Today, we depend on 
the good-will of people 

on the lake, who loan 
us their docks and who 
store boats for the club 
during the winter,” 
says Krestanowich, 
adding that every cot-

tager on the Big Island 
Landing bay signed 
the petition. “So while 
we don’t need a club 
house, it would be 
great to have a place to 

store boats and other 
gear.”

To learn more about 
West Hawk Yacht Club, 
see h�p://www.whlyc.
ca/index.html.

By Susia Strachan

You could write for the
 Whiteshell Echo

We need contributors from 
across Whiteshell Park 

from students to seniors.  
Contact the editor at

wca@whiteshellecho.com
echo@whiteshellcottagers.com



Hello again every-
one. Winter is 

coming but we did have 
a nice fall. I was talking 
to Robbie Bullee who 
has operated the Hi 
Point Restaurant at the 
top of the hill in West 
Hawk with her family 
since June 1. She stated 
that they will be open 
this winter. Times are 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday 
to Wednesday, and 9 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Thurs-
day, Friday and Sat-
urday. There will be a 
full menu all winter. 
I should mention for 
those that don’t know 
but Robbie operated 
the Long Pine Lodge 
restaurant on the south 
side of Long Pine Lake 
until 1997. It was al-
ways a charming and 
pleasant trip to go there 
for the good food and 
for the ferry ride down 

the lake to the log cab-
ins where the family 
now live. Robbie’s hus-
band Leonard passed 
away  three years ago. 
I should add that they 
had no telephone in 
those days and I used 
to take reservations 
at my cabin on West 
Hawk and relay them 
to Robbie by CB radio. 
I am an amateur radio 
operator so it was a 
natural thing to do.

West Hawk Inn 
on Hold?

After many phone 
calls I have not been 
able to find out the sta-
tus of the rebuilding of 
the West Hawk Inn or 
the “TC” as many call 
it. I recall in the forties 
having Sunday dinner 
there, cooked by Del  
Riechart for $1.25 with 
all the trimmings. Us 
kids always saved the 
$1.25 after the week-
end of camping, swim-

ming and dancing, etc. 
at Johnnies, now the 
Night Hawk. Inciden-
tally, I talked to Bruce 
and the Night Hawk 
will be closed for some 
of the winter.The CBC 
store, owned by Sean 
Harbo�le,  will also 
be closed for part of 
the winter. I suppose 
I might give my age 

away but I used to buy 
gas there from the old 
manual gas pump that 
is still there. The MLCC, 
owned by Keith Hen-
wood, will also have 
winter hours.

Going South
Bev and Ray New-

man will be on their 
way to Mesa Arizona 
on Nov. 2. They report 

that their four year old 
grandson Patrick has 
passed his Sea O�er 
class in swimming and 
is now taking the Sala-
mander class. 

Staying North
Also they remind all 

of the Christmas Craft 
and Gift Bazaar on Dec. 
5 at Falcon Community 
Club and for the curl-
ers that the roof repairs 
will be completed in 
time for regular curling. 
And don’t forget that 
Beaver Days is coming. 
Also, I understand that 
a group establishes an 
ice road from McDou-
gal’s Landing out to 
West Hawk Lake every 
winter and that Leslie 
Challis is the treasurer. 
I expect it also serves 
our president.

 Lori Mason reminds 
me that the plumbing 
service winter hours 
are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
except for emergen-
cies and that the store 
is open ”by chance” or 
appointment. 

Next door at Black 
Bear Marina, Cam ad-
vises me that winter 
hours will be 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday to Friday 
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday.

The Mysteries of 
Li�le Indian Bay

Now to continue 
the story of The Mys-
teries of Li�le Indian 
Bay: In the summer of 
2008 I made a canoe 
trip back up the creek 
(Whiteshell River) that 
entered at the foot of 
Li�le Indian Bay with 
my neighbour’s son Ian 
Clayton. We wanted to 
take pictures and see 
and explore the coun-
try as far as possible 
since the water level 
was high. There was no 
thought at the time of 
the rifle shots that had 
occurred a few years be-
fore. We were only able 
to paddle the canoe as 
far as the old log bridge 
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West Hawk and The Mysteries of Little Indian Bay

Be sure lake or  river ice is thick enough for your activity.

By John Bell

Continued next page

Alan Roberts, one 
of our lake direc-

tors, forwarded the 
following data to me 
regarding lake level 
regulation. I think all 
will find it very inter-
esting – quote:
“I’ll a�ach a couple of 
documents that will 
assist you to get an 
overall perspective of 
the work we have been 
doing on the Lake Lev-
els regulation in the 
Park. Perhaps most 
significantly, we have 
been able to win the 
cooperation of both 
the Manitoba Conser-
vation (Parks) (Brad 
Kiedyk – Regional 
Manager for the South 
Whiteshell Park area) 
and Manitoba Infra-
structure and Trans-
portation (Fisaha Un-
duche – Manager of 
regional drainage con-
trol structures) who 
provide direction to the 
Parks staff in the man-
agement of all control 
structures in the park. 

We have been success-
ful in ge�ing them 
to adopt some basic 
management protocol 
that will afford cot-
tage protection against 
flooding/excessively 
high water levels (ie. a 
repeat of the situation 
we suffered through 
during the summer of 
2014). 
1. We have reached a 
consensus agreement 
with them for an annu-
al winter draw down 
on all the lakes in the 
Park (which has only 
happened six times 
since 1990);
2. We’ve reached a 
consensus on the ac-
ceptable summer level 
range for those lakes 
supporting the major-
ity of co�ages in the 
Park; 
3. We are working on a 
strategy to mitigate the 
low water levels that 
are made inevitable by 
the weir structures in-
stalled for controlling 
the water level in Cad-

dy Lake as well as Bet-
ula Lake; and (the high 
springtime water level 
problem at Caddy Lake 
is largely mitigated by 
our agreement to have 
a winter draw down of 
West Hawk Lake)
4. We are working on 
Parks to implement 
a dredging program 
to provide co�agers 
from Blocks 10 and 23 
on the South Shore of 
Falcon Lake boat ac-
cess to their docks at 
lower water levels – ie. 
throughout the full 
range of water levels 
that are acceptable to 
the remainder of the 
co�ages on the lake. 
(Parks had dredged 
access channels when 
these blocks were 
opened for develop-
ment in the mid 1990s, 
but did not dredge the 
channels deep enough. 
Ever since then, cot-
tagers from these two 
blocks have been fight-
ing against co�agers 
from the rest of the 

lake, to maintain ever 
higher water levels.” 
End of quote. 

If you are interested 
in more detail I can 
forward the a�ach-
ments that Al provid-
ed. The Levels Com-
mi�ee is made up of 
three representatives 
from West Hawk, two 
from Falcon Lake, two 
from Caddy Lake, one 
from Jessica Lake, one 
from Betula, one from 
Brereton Lake, and one 
from Nutimik Lake. Al 
also stated that they 
are hoping that the co-
operative spirit they 
have been able to real-
ize at the bureaucratic 
level will now be em-
ulated at the political 
level. A strong demand 
from the co�agers, to-
gether with our le�ers 
requesting remedial 
works, will hopefully 
win the day. 

Thank you for the 
report Al and for the 
great work the com-
mi�ee is doing!

Lake Levels Update
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Nutimik Lake 

I will never tire of 
watching the leaves 

turn colour. What an 
amazing act of na-
ture to watch.  Then, 
the leaves all fall off 
at random times, and 
we get to rake them 
all up and haul them 
away. We just had a 
wonderful weekend at 
the lake and spent the 
whole weekend out-
side in the sunshine, 
in sweaters! I cannot 
believe how warm the 
early fall had been.  
The first week of No-
vember last year we 
had snow and we were 
skating on the creek.  

Thanksgiving 
weekend

While playing on the 
beach during Thanks-
giving weekend, my 
girls decided they 
were hot, so they went 
swimming, with their 
clothes on! I think 
this is the latest in 
the season that they 
went swimming.  That 
weekend also marked 
the seasonal camp-
ers annual year end 
potluck and bonfire 
before they all had to 
pack up and clean up 

their sites.  I am sure 
the countdown till 
next camping season 
has already started.

Light dusting 
of snow

On Nov. 7, the girls 
woke us up all excited 
as there was a light 
dusting of snow on the 
ground.  We embraced 
it and all went outside 
in our pajamas and 
jackets at 8 a.m. to have 
a snowball fight and 
play in the snow before 
the sun melted it.
Road Snow Clearing
It is that time of year 

again to pay for your 
block road snow clear-
ing. Thank you to all 
those people who col-
lect money and orga-
nize the clearing of the 
snow so we can get to 
our co�ages over the 
winter without ge�ing 
stuck. This also allows 
Citizens on Patrol to 
patrol our blocks with 
ease as well.
Welcome to Block 1, 

Gadients
Long time season-

al Nutimik campers, 
Ralph and Jen Ga-
dient have bought and 
moved into Block 1.  
Welcome to Block 1, 
and enjoy your new 
cabin.

Drinking Water 
Fill Station

The drinking water 
fill up station at the 
boat launch parking 
lot is all built and it 
looks like it is ready to 
use. Hopefully by the 
time you are reading 
this, it is up and run-
ning. I called Mani-
toba Conservation in 
Seven Sisters and was 
told that they are wait-
ing for a valve. The 
wrong valve was sent 
to them, but as soon as 
they receive the right 
one, and install it, the 
drinking water station 
will be up and run-
ning.  (The time line is 
2-3 weeks).
Send Me Your News 

and Pictures
If you have any infor-

mation or pictures of 
your winter holidays, 
or news or events 
that are happening in 
your family that you 
would like to share, 
please email me at 
kerrilaw@mymts.net 
or stop by our cabin at 
Block 4, Lot 15.

I hope you all have a 
memorable winter and 
a safe holiday season.

By Kerri Pleskach

Above, the girls clearing a dusting of snow; and below, ex-
ploring the forest in autumn.

where I had been before 
because there was a se-
ries of rapids and rocks. 
We pulled the canoe up 
on the shore and hiked 
upstream. We also ex-
plored up the hill but 
could not find the old 
prospectors “dig” to 
take pictures. As we 
were returning to the 
bridge to head home five 
rifle shots rang out in 
quick succession as had 
happened a few years 
before. I was extremely 
surprised and alarmed 
as was Ian. The shots 
rang out a second time 
so we were happy to get 
in the canoe and return 
home. It seemed pecu-

liar that this occurred 
again. There must be 
a hermit or prospector 
there. At any rate we let 
the ma�er die and did 
not query Natural Re-
sources or the RCMP.

Again in 2011 or 12 
Ian and I paddled up 
the stream to take pic-
tures, maybe see a 
wolf or a beaver, not 
thinking about the rifle 
shots heard previously. 
We beached the canoe 
near the old log bridge. 
Someone had been 
there as there was a sign 
on the bridge that said 
“broken ax bridge.” It 
was somewhat weath-
ered so the visitor had 

not been there recently. 
We inspected the area 
but there was no sign 
of anyone having been 
there, no traces of old 
fires or paths in the for-
est. As we headed down 
the hill to the canoe five 
rifle shots rang out fol-
lowed shortly by anoth-
er five. They were rath-
er close and we were 
happy to jump in the 
canoe and head home. 
This time I was very dis-
turbed and concerned. 
The next day I called 
Natural Resources On-
tario and Manitoba and 
the RCMP. They had no 
knowledge of anyone in 
the area and no permits 

had been issued for any-
thing including a rifle 
range. Who was there? 
To add to the mystery 
I related this latest ex-
perience to our neigh-
bors Dave and Rita 
Grant. Rita stated that 
they had been hiking in 
that same area a while 
back and experienced 
extreme static electric-
ity that made their hair 
stand on end. They now 
will not go back into the 
area.  More weird hap-
penings.

Last year I planned to 
explore the area very 
carefully but summer 
activities prevented 
such a trip. This coming 

spring I am resolved to 
do this and have had 
offers from many to 
accompany me. Who 
knows what dangers or 
persons  we may find: 
a trapper, a recluse or 
hobo, a deranged hunt-
er, a hidden camp or 
even signs of an alien!

Contact Me
In closing I would like 

to remind West Hawk 
Lake residents to email 
me at johnbell@mts.net 
if they have any news, 
births, marriages or oth-
er goings on that could 
be included in the Echo. 
Have a good winter! I 
will be in Mesa, Arizo-
na.

West Hawk continued from page 20
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Holly Jolly Maple Roast Turkey and Gravy
Makes 20 Servings / Preparation time 4 hrs. 30 mins. 

Ingredients 
2 cups apple cider 
1/3 cup real maple syrup 
2 tablespoons chopped fresh thyme 
2 tablespoons chopped fresh marjo 
  ram 
2 1/2 teaspoons grated lemon zest 
3/4 cup butter 
salt and ground black pepper to taste 
14 pounds whole turkey, neck and    
  giblets reserved 
2 cups chopped onion 
1 cup chopped celery 
1 cup coarsely chopped carrots 
2 cups chicken stock 
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon chopped fresh thyme 
1 bay leaf 
2 tablespoons apple brandy (optional)

Directions
1. Boil apple cider and maple syrup in a heavy saucepan over 
medium-high heat until reduced to 1/2 cup (about 20 minutes). Re-
move from heat and mix in 1/2 of the thyme and marjoram and all 
of the lemon zest. Add the butter, and whisk until melted. Add salt 
and ground pepper to taste. Cover and refrigerate until cold (syrup 
can be made up to 2 days ahead).
2, Preheat oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C). Place oven 
rack in the lowest third of oven.
3. Wash and dry turkey, and place in a large roasting pan. Slide 
hand under skin of the breast to loosen. Rub 1/2 cup of the maple 
butter mix under the breast skin. If planning on stuffing turkey, do 
so now. Rub 1/4 cup of the maple butter mixture over the outside 
of the turkey. With kitchen string, tie legs of turkey together loosely.
4. Arrange the chopped onion, chopped celery, and chopped car-
rot around the turkey in the roasting pan. If desired, the neck and 
giblets may be added to the vegetables. Sprinkle the remaining 
thyme and marjoram over the vegetables, and pour the chicken 
stock into the pan.
5. Roast turkey 30 minutes in the preheated oven. Reduce oven 
temperature to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C), and cover turkey 
loosely with foil. Continue to roast, about 3 to 4 hours unstuffed 
or 4 to 5 hours stuffed, until the internal temperature of the thigh 
reaches 180 degrees F (80 degrees C) and stuffing reaches 165 
degrees F (75 degrees C). Transfer turkey to a platter, and cover 
with foil. Reserve pan mixture for gravy. Allow turkey to sit about 
25 minutes before removing stuffing and carving.
6. To Make Gravy: Strain pan juices into a measuring cup. Spoon 
fat from juices. Add enough chicken stock to make 3 cups. Trans-
fer liquid to a heavy saucepan and bring to a boil. In a small bowl, 
mix reserved maple butter mixture with flour to form a paste, and 
whisk into the broth. Stir in thyme, bay leaf, and apple brandy. Boil 
until reduced and slightly thickened. Season with salt and pepper 
to taste.

Smoked Standing Christmas Rib Roast
Makes 6 Servings / Preparation time 10 hrs. 5 mins. 

Ingredients 
15 pounds charcoal briquets 
2 pounds hickory wood chips 
1 cup bourbon whiskey 
1 (4 pound) standing rib roast, bone in 
1/2 cup steak seasoning

Directions
1. Start at least 10 pounds of the charcoal in a torpedo style 
smoker. You need a fairly hot fire. Fill the secondary pan with cold 
water, and wait for the coals to turn white. Soak hickory chips in 
bourbon with enough water to cover. Rub the roast liberally with 
steak seasoning, being sure to coat all surfaces.
2. When the coals are ready, place the roast on the top grate. 
Throw a few handfuls of soaked hickory chips onto the fire, and 
close the lid. Check the fire every 45 minutes or so, adding more 
charcoal as needed to keep the fire hot. Every time you check the 
fire, add more wood chips. Cook for 8 to 10 hours, or to your de-
sired doneness. Use a meat thermometer to check the roast. The 
meat tastes best when rare: 145 degrees F (65 degrees C), but 
cook to your liking.

Lamb Braised in Pomegranate
Makes 6 Servings / Preparation time 2 hrs. 45 mins. 

Ingredients
3 pounds lamb shoulder blade chops 
salt and freshly ground pepper to taste 
1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
1 onion, sliced 
1 pinch salt 
4 cloves garlic, sliced 
2 cups pomegranate juice 
1/3 cup aged balsamic vinegar 
1/4 teaspoon dried rosemary 
8 fresh mint leaves 
1/4 teaspoon red pepper flakes 
1 tablespoon honey, or more to taste 
salt and ground black pepper to taste 
2 tablespoons pomegranate seeds 
1 tablespoon sliced fresh mint leaves 
1 tablespoon pumpkin seeds

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 300 degrees F (150 degrees C). Generously 
season lamb chops with salt and black pepper.
2. Heat vegetable oil in a Dutch oven over high heat. Place lamb 
chops in Dutch oven and cook until browned on all sides, about 8 
minutes. Transfer lamb to a plate and reduce heat to medium.
3. Stir onion and a pinch of salt into the Dutch oven; cook until 
onions are slightly golden, about 3 minutes. Stir in garlic and cook 
for 30 seconds.
4. Pour pomegranate juice into the Dutch oven and scrape any 
browned bits off of the bottom of the pot. Pour in balsamic vinegar, 
increase heat to high, and bring to a boil.
5. Stir rosemary, mint leaves, and red pepper flakes into pome-
granate juice mixture. Continue to boil until liquid is reduced by 
half, about 10 minutes. Return lamb and any accumulated juices 
to Dutch oven, spoon pomegranate mixture over lamb, and cover.
6. Cook in the preheated oven until meat is fork tender, about 
2 hours. Transfer lamb to a plate and set Dutch oven on the 
stovetop over high heat. Bring pomegranate mixture to a boil; 
cook, skimming any fat that accumulates, until liquid is reduced by 
1/3, about 5 minutes.
7. Stir in honey and season with salt and black pepper to taste. 
Return lamb to the Dutch oven; stir to combine. Garnish with 
pomegranate seeds, sliced mint leaves, and pumpkin seeds.

WHAT’S COOKING?  CHRISTMAS RECIPES
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Cauliflower and Broccoli Bake 
in Cheese Sauce

Makes 8 Servings / Preparation time 50 mins. 

Ingredients: 
6 ounces fresh cauliflower 
6 ounces fresh broccoli 
2 tablespoons butter 
2 1/2 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
2 1/2 cups milk 
1 (8 ounce) package shredded sharp Cheddar cheese 
1 teaspoon English mustard cayenne pepper to taste 
salt and pepper to taste

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees F (220 degrees C).
In a medium saucepan with enough water to cover, boil cauliflower 
and broccoli until tender, about 10 minutes. Drain, and transfer to 
a medium baking dish.
2. In a separate medium saucepan over low heat, melt butter, and 
stir in flour. Gradually whisk in milk, and increase heat to medium. 
3. As the mixture thickens, whisk in English mustard, cayenne 
pepper, salt and pepper. Continue whisking until a thick sauce has 
formed, being careful not to allow the mixture to boil. Sprinkle in 
2/3 of the cheese, and stir until melted.
4. Pour sauce over broccoli and cauliflower. Bake in the preheated 
oven 30 minutes, until bubbly and lightly brown. Sprinkle with re-
maining cheese during the final 10 minutes of cooking.

Lemon Pepper Green Beans with Almonds

Makes 6 Servings / Preparation time 25 mins. 

Ingredients      
1 pound fresh green beans, rinsed and trimmed 
2 tablespoons butter 
1/4 cup sliced almonds 
2 teaspoons lemon pepper

Directions 
1. Place green beans in a steamer over 1 inch of boiling water. 
Cover, and cook until tender but still firm, about 10 minutes; drain.
2. Meanwhile, melt butter in a skillet over medium heat. Saute 
almonds until lightly browned. Season with lemon pepper. Stir in 
green beans, and toss to coat.

Shredded Brussels Sprouts
Makes 8 Servings / Preparation time 45 mins. 

Ingredients
1/2 pound sliced bacon 
1/4 cup butter   2/3 cup pine nuts 
2 pounds Brussels sprouts, cored and shredded 
3 green onions, minced 
1/2 teaspoon seasoning salt pepper to taste

Directions
1. Place bacon in a large, deep skillet. Cook over medium-high 
heat until crisp. Drain, reserving 2 tablespoons grease, crumble 
and set aside.
2. In the same skillet, melt butter in with reserved bacon grease 
over medium heat. Add pine nuts, and cook, stirring until browned. 
Add Brussels sprouts and green onions to the pan, and season 
with seasoning salt and pepper. Cook over medium heat until 
sprouts are wilted and tender, 10 to 15 minutes. Stir in crumbled 
bacon just before serving.

Eggnog
Makes 12 servings

Ingredients
4 cups milk
5 whole cloves
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
12 egg yolks
1 1/2 cups sugar
2 1/2 cups light rum
4 cups light cream
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg

Directions
1. Combine milk, cloves, 1/2 teaspoon vanilla, and cinnamon in a 
saucepan, and heat over lowest setting for 5 minutes. Slowly bring 
milk mixture to a boil.
2. In a large bowl, combine egg yolks and sugar. Whisk together 
until fluffy. Whisk hot milk mixture slowly into the eggs. Pour mix-
ture into saucepan. Cook over medium heat, stirring constantly 
for 3 minutes, or until thick. Do not allow mixture to boil. Strain to 
remove cloves, and let cool for about an hour.
4. Stir in rum, cream, 2 teaspoon vanilla, and nutmeg. Refrigerate 
overnight before serving.

Peppermint Brittle
Makes 36 Servings / Preparation time 1 hr. 10 mins. 

Ingredients
2 pounds white chocolate  30 small peppermint candycanes

Directions
1. Line a large jellyroll pan with heavy-duty foil.
2. Place white chocolate in a microwave-safe bowl. Heat in micro-
wave on medium setting for 5 to 6 minutes. Stir occasionally, until 
chocolate is melted and smooth.
3. Place candy canes in a plastic bag, or between two pieces of 
waxed paper. Using a mallet or rolling pin, break the candy canes 
into chunks. Stir peppermint into melted white chocolate. Spread 
evenly in pan, and chill until set, about 1 hour. Break into pieces 
by slamming pan on counter.

White Chocolate Covered Pretzels
Makes 16 Servings / Preparation time 55 mins. 

Ingredients
6 (1 ounce) squares white chocolate 
1 (15 ounce) package mini twist pretzels 
1/4 cup red and green candy sprinkles (optional)

Directions
1. Melt white chocolate in the top of a double boiler, stirring con-
stantly.
2. Dip pretzel halfway into the white chocolate, completely cover-
ing half of the pretzel. Roll in topping if desired, and lay on wax 
paper.
3. Continue the process until all of the white chocolate is finished. 

Mer�� Christ�as
 �om the Echo

WHAT’S COOKING?  CHRISTMAS RECIPES
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Well here we are 
in the middle of 

November, at this writ-
ing, with just five more 
weeks until the arrival 
of Ole St. Nick. What a 
scary thought. I don’t 
know about you but my 
old brain hasn’t thought 
that far ahead yet. With 
the weather being so 
mild and the lack of 
snow it is hard to think 
of Christmas at this time. 
We have been blessed 
with a beautiful late 
summer, wonderfully 
warm days and balmy 
nights, a real treat. Some 
of my perennial shrubs 
are confused and have 
started to grow buds 
after losing their leaves 
earlier in October. I sure 
hope that they will bud 
again in the spring. 

Those beautiful fall co-
lours, and how glorious 
and long lasting those 
colours were this year, 
have now turned into a 
bleak landscape. A nice 
dump of snow would 
certainly brighten up 
the area and help us get 
into the Christmas spir-
it. It would also make all 
the winter sports enthu-
siasts’ jump with delight 
and anticipation.

COPP on Patrol
The block roads are 

pre�y quiet now. Many 
co�ages have been 
closed up for the winter. 
Again this year, Citizens 
on Patrol (COPP) will 
be patrolling the block 
roads during the win-
ter months. COPP is 
manned by volunteers 
from the area who rou-
tinely patrol the North-
ern Whiteshell. They are 
ensuring your proper-
ties are safe and looking 
for any unusual activity 
in the area. Any support 
and donations to COPP 
would be greatly appre-
ciated.  Please contact:
    Northern Whiteshell
    300 Group COPPS
    P O Box 157
    Seven Sisters Falls
     MB. R0E 1Y0

 Trans Canada Trail 
Maintenance 

Areas of the Trans Can-
ada Trail have been 
cleaned up and scraped 
down to get rid of the 
vegetation that had 
grown in, and the ruts  
have been topped up 
with fresh gravel. 

It had been difficult to 
use the trail these past 
few years due the condi-
tions of it. The trail also 
took a beating when the 
trees and grass were 
cut along the highway. 
The funding for the im-
provements came from 
the Northern Whiteshell 
Trail Fund, which has 
ongoing funding efforts. 
Thanks to all the volun-
teers who have helped 
over the years.

Good-bye Thomsons
    We must say good bye 
to Ken and Terry Thom-
son from Block 1 Bar-
rier Bay. They have just 
sold their co�age. Ken, 
Terry, their children 
and their grandchildren 
have enjoyed 21 years 
of family lake life here 
in the Whiteshell Park. 
The wonderful memo-
ries they made over 
those years will always 
remain with them. We 
wish Ken and Terry all 
the best as they move 
on to new adventures. 
They know that there is 
always a dock to visit for 
a glass of wine should 
they come out this way. 
Who will we turn to for 
1950-60’s pop trivia? 
Looks like my husband 
Dale will have to replace 
Ken and step up to the 
plate and become the lo-
cal expert!

Thank You From 
The Howies

Ev and Bruce Howie 
would like to thank all 
their friends and neigh-
bours who so gener-
ously helped them out 
when they were faced 
with health challeng-
es over the past four 
months. They are well 
on the way to recovery 
and back to normal and 
their old tricks!

And now for 
Biology 101

We have seen an increas-
ing number of pileated 
woodpeckers in our area 
over the past few years. 
The pileated woodpeck-
er is fairly easy to recog-
nize by its large size and 
the red crest on its head. 
The scientific name for 
the pileated woodpeck-
er is Dryocopus pileatus 
(there’s a Latin lesson 
for you). At an average 
18 inches in length, the 
pileated is the longest 
woodpecker in Cana-
da. These colossal birds 
with their striking red 
crest and resemblance to 
prehistoric pterodactyls 
in flight are thought to 
be the inspiration for the 
once popular Woody 
the Woodpecker. Their 
body is predominately 
black with thick black 
and white stripes reach-
ing from the bill to the 
wing and chest area. 
The red moustache 
along the cheek distin-
guishes males from fe-
males. As Woody had 
his loud laugh, pileated 
woodpeckers also make 
a noise to match their 
size. Their drumming, 
reminiscent of construc-
tion machinery, can be 
heard up to a kilometre 
away.

Although found 
across Canada, except 
in prairie and northern 
regions, they are sparse-

ly distributed. Pileated 
woodpeckers need un-
interrupted patches of 
woodland, covering 
territories of 100 to 200 
acres. These large birds 
live in older coniferous 
or deciduous forests and 
occasionally in younger 
forests with old dead 
trees in it. Dead or dying 
trees, stumps, and logs 
are essential for pileated 
woodpeckers for nest-
ing, roosting and feed-
ing. I have also witnessed 
their fondness for hydro 
poles! They drill distinc-
tive rectangular shaped 
holes in ro�en wood to 
get at insects for food. 
The pileated woodpeck-
ers are primarily insect 
eaters. Their favourites 
are carpenter ants. Once 
through the wood, they 
use their long barbed and 
very sticky tongue to get 
the ants. They also feed 
on ground ants, beetles, 
cluster flies, moths, mos-
quitoes (yeah!), caterpil-
lars and other larvae, as 
well as fruits and nuts. If 
you are lucky you may 
be able to entice them 
to your bird feeder. The 
most tempting bait is 
suet.

The pileated wood-
pecker usually mates 
for life. They lay an av-
erage of four eggs with 
both partners sharing 
the household duties, 
building, incubating 
and feeding. The young 

leave the nest in the fall 
of the same year. The 
habitat for the pileated 
woodpecker also ben-
efits many other species. 
There are more than 50 
forest dwelling species 
that depend on holes 
created by pileated for 
their homes. These in-
clude mergansers, wood 
ducks, flying squirrels, 
owls, bluebirds and mar-
tins. If you have dead or 
dying trees or snags on 
your property, consider 
leaving them alone as 
they may a�ract pileat-
ed woodpeckers as well 
as other woodpeckers 
to forage, roost or even 
nest in them.

That’s All Folks
Well “THATS ALL 

FOLKS.” I haven’t had 
a lot of exciting news to 
report from Barrier Bay, 
which, I guess, is good 
in some ways. We now 
wait for the snow and 
cold weather to blan-
ket us for the next four 
months. I would like to 
wish all of you snow-
birds a safe journey 
down south and a great 
winter doing whatever 
you do down in the sun 
and warmth. When the 
temperature reaches 90 
degrees and the humid-
ity is 100 per cent on the 
beach do you not, just 
for a moment, wish for 
snow and cold and the 
feeling of  a minus 40 
windchill on your face?

I would like to wish all 
of our readers a warm 
and safe winter and 
from my family to yours 
a Merry Christmas and 
all the best in 2016. We 
look forward to seeing 
you all in the spring.

Don’t forget to keep 
me informed if you have 
any news, events, pic-
tures, or stories (old and 
new) that you would 
like to share with our 
readers. I would ap-
preciate anything you 
might have.
Your Roving Reporter
Linda Vosper
204-348-3718
linda-lu@xplornet.com

Barrier Bay

By Linda Vosper

Photo above by Terry Wilson of Brereton Lake, of a dragon 
fly being hatched, received an Honourable Mention in this 
year’s Whiteshell Cottagers Association Photo Contest. 
(Original photo was submitted in colour). See all the winners 
on pages 12-15.
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SWTA Trail Fest 2015 Recap 
and Mountain Bike Trail Update  

On Sunday, Sept. 6 of the 
September long weekend, 

the South Whiteshell Trail As-
sociation (SWTA) hosted its 
second annual Trail Fest at the 
Falcon Ridge Ski Slopes to cele-
brate and fundraise for the rec-
reational trails in our park. It 
was a great success with $3,200 
raised and approximately 150 
people in a�endance.

The afternoon was abuzz 
with a diversity of activities 
taking place, there was some-
thing for everyone! Mountain 
bikers came to try out the new 
Five of Diamonds mountain 
bike track located on site at the 
festival. Music lovers came to 
enjoy the tunes of Dave Bar-
chyn, Bill Hamilton, and Doug 
Edmonds. Art enthusiasts and 
children came to participate in 

the multiple art activities put 
on by the South Moon Studio, 
including Earth Art games, a 
live painting demonstration 
by Chrissy Sie-Merri�, George 
Tanner and Janine Bergamot, 
and an auction. Everyone got 
to enjoy the beer on tap and 
a delicious barbecue donated 
by the board members of the 
SWTA. Next year (same place, 
same time!) is expected to be 
even bigger and be�er!

One of the reasons the SWTA 
think this festival was such a 
great success is because it truly 
was a multi-generational and 
diverse event that had some-
thing for everyone. This is an 
idea that has begun to trans-
pose itself into the SWTA’s trail 
building efforts as well.

In order to expand the trail 
system in the South Whiteshell, 
with the help of many vol-

unteers, we have begun the 
process of linking the exist-
ing trails to two awesome ad-
vanced mountain biking sec-
tions that exist in our area. This 
will allow bikers and hikers of 
all abilities to access the type of 
trails they prefer, ranging from 
rolling family trails to more ad-
vanced rocky terrain.

Currently in development are 
two link trails that will connect 
the TransCanada South Shore 
Trail section to the great moun-
tain bike trails accessible from 
Falcon Trails Resort area. We 
have started the process of cut-
ting new trails, building quality 
wood bridges and boardwalks 
and also signing the exciting 
Five of Diamonds route, which 
will allow mountain bikers and 
hikers to explore the trails at 
Falcon Trails Resort while feel-
ing confident that they are on 

the right track!
We have also done extensive 

work on the Blue Highway 
mountain bike route that starts 
at Caddy Lake Resort on High-
way 44 near McGillivray Falls 
Trail. Many bridges and board-
walks have recently been built 
on the Blue Highway Route, 
with the existing trails being 
greatly improved. This trail ac-
cesses some amazing granite 
ridges that afford terrain that 
is unique and spectacular. Hik-
ers and bikers alike are loving 
this trail, especially now that 
the complete route is also fully 
signed.

To find maps of the new 
mountain bike trail areas please 
visit www.trailsmanitoba.ca 
for a downloadable PDF ver-
sion. Come on out and see the 
great progress!

By Robert Champagne

Live painting demonstration by Chrissy Sie-Merritt, George Tanner and Janine 
Bergamot.

Chris Benson tries the new Five of Diamonds mountain bike trail. Photo by 
Marney Blunt. 

A large crowd enjoyed the live music.
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The Patrol is once again op-
erational for another sea-

son. The coming season, 2015 to 
2016 will be our 17th. continu-
ous season of operation. During 
this time period we have been 
involved directly or indirectly 
in the arrest of 12 persons for 
various criminal offences. We 
are of the opinion that our or-
ganization is the eyes and ears 
of the community. As such, we 
work along with and assist the 
RCMP in protecting people and 
their property.

In the ‘shoulder season’ we 
patrol our area with random 
patrols both day and night with 
no set time line or patrol area. 
We work closely with Manitoba 
Conservation who operate their 
own Co�age Watch program. 
Their funding is part of your 
co�age lease fees, whereas the 
Patrol is assisted by donations 
from co�agers and resorts. Fur-
ther in comparison, Co�age 
Watch has a shorter season then 
that of COPP.

Over the years the common 
theme of the Patrol is to cover 
the North Whiteshell during 
the winter months, when most 
co�ages are vacant.  We are year 
round residents of the park and 
being so we consider the park 
to be our community.  We take 
great pride in the Patrol and it’s 
activities. The area is fairly large 
and the RCMP and Manitoba 
Conservation are working with 
limited resources. Even with 
the three groups patrolling the 
Park, this does not take away 
the individual’s responsibility 
to have a watchful eye and re-
port suspicious  activities to the 
local authorities. 

As in past years, there is a 
group of people that the Patrol 
would like to acknowledge and 
thank for their assistance  in 
making the work of the Patrol 
possible. The following is a list 
of those organizations and peo-
ple. We have had some people 
request that their names not ap-
pear in this article and in keep-
ing with their wishes , we thank 
you for your support.

Manitoba Conservation, Sev-
en Sisters District, Park Supervi-
sor Greg Legall. Manitoba Con-
servation Enforcement, North 
Whiteshell, NRO Andrew Pro-
kopchuk. RCMP Whitemouth 
Detachment, Cst. Mike Macau-
lay, and the Whiteshell Echo for 
publishing our article. 

Eleanor Lake: L&P Cum-
ming, V Hadath, J Litke, D&R 
Molicard, L Morrison, J&K Sim, 
A&K Walker, K&J Wyryha, J&J 
McRoBie (Patrol) 

O�er Falls: D&S Cann, W&V 
Domanski, D&D Dreikluft, 
H&A Kovacs, G&J Lindsay, 
K&P McDonald, K&G Nally, E 
Rector, T&J Siemans, A Smut-
tell, B&V Warner, C Walder, L 
Madsen (Patrol).

Dorothy Lake: G Balderstone 
& E Johnston, F&L Erb, G&M 
Hoffman, G Marynowski, B&D 
McDonald, S Pogorzelec, B&D 
Thomson, S&L Tro�er, H&I 
Scholte, J&R Lincoln, (Pine-
wood Lodge).

Barrier Bay: W Hazelwood 
&D Jourdain, J&S Linton, D Mi-
kulik, M&A Cowan (Patrol), B 
Howie (Patrol).

Nutimik Lake: D&G Bird, T&S 
Bockstael, D Bonner, D&J Burn-
side, J&A Elrick, W&W Frie-
son, RW&D Hemmings, R&W 
Kalyniuk, B&A Kaplan, R&H 
Kerver, G&J Kitchen, J Murash, 
D Paul, P Davignon, A Pedde, 

R&K Schul�, D Simunic, J&T 
Vine�e, G Zak, B Howie (Pa-
trol), V&D Blackwood (Patrol), 
L&G Patche�e (Patrol), T&B 
Cardey.

Nutimik Lake – Private Land: 
Howks Point Road Assoc., J 
Cramer, P&T Kirby, Jacobsons, 
D&F Kupiak.

Betula Lake: T&A Cu�s, D&E 
DeGraff, R&R Galloway, P&H 
Germaine, K&G Jones, S&L 
Klammer, C&G Klohn, A&D 
Hildebrand, C&G Lohmer, 
J McWilliams & H Bradley, 
S&W Neumann, R&L Palm-
er. J&L Peterer, E&M Unger, 
Wohlschlager & Baines, R&D 
Woods, L&P Ledingham (Pa-
trol), D&E Willison (Patrol), J&C 
Collo (Patrol) 

In the past Patrol year, we pa-
trolled for 243 hours covering 
7,623 kms. of vehicular patrol. 
In the total 16 years that the Pa-
trol has been in operation we 
have totalled, 4,172 hours of Pa-
trol, 119,814 kms vehicle patrol 

or 76,060 miles. As you reflect 
on those numbers, does it not 
prove that the Patrol is a dedi-
cated group of people who have 
the well-being of the co�agers 
and their property in mind in 
the shoulder season?

If you are so inclined to assist 
the Patrol with a donation to-
wards their costs, please contact 
us by mail at:

North Whiteshell 300 Group
COPP, PO Box 157 
Seven Sisters Falls, MB 
R0E 1Y0. 
Further, if you are so inclined 

to consider becoming a member, 
feel free to contact our Members 
at your lake or drop us a le�er at 
the Patrol’s mailing address and 
we will get back to you with all 
the answers to your questions.

Have a great winter, Christ-
mas Holidays, southern trips, 
boat cruises, etc. And remember 
we will be here in case you are 
not. 

                  

North Whiteshell Citizens on Patrol — COPP

By Jack McRoBie
Chairperson - COPP

Continued next page

When you’re out on the 
snowmoble trails this 

season always keep in mind 
that safety is a big part of hav-
ing a good time.

Always be alert of poten-
tial danger. Your helmet and 
engine noise can impair your 
hearing. Visability is also re-
duced in conditions of snow-
fall, blowing snow and night 

driving. Never assume what 
another snowmobiler will do. 
Do all that you can to ensure 
your safety and that of other 
riders. Expect the unexpected!

Watch out for: Thin ice and 
open water, grooming equip-
ment, oncoming snowmobiles, 
unforeseen obstacles beneath 
snow, unexpected corners, in-
tersections and stops, road and 
railway crossings, logging/for-
estry operations, snow banks 

and drifting snow, trees and 
branches on the trail, bridges 
and approaches, wildlife and 
domestic animals and other 
trail users such as skiers and 
hikers.

Don’t Drink and Ride
Snowmobiling requires alert-

ness, caution and a�ention. 
Your reaction time and abil-
ity to control your sled can be 
drastically affected after con-
suming even small amounts 

of alcohol. Alcohol can affect 
perception, reaction time, and 
response to unexpected situ-
ations. Alcohol is involved in 
more than 70 per cent of snow-
mobiling fatalities. Alcohol in-
creases your susceptibility to 
cold and hypothermia.

Snowmobilers often have ac-
cess to remote locations miles 
away from help. 

Practice Safe Snowmobiling This Winter

From www.snoman.mb.ca
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Big Whiteshell Lake

The docks are all up, the boats 
and water toys all stowed 

away. Woodpiles are stacked 
high and snowmobiles are all 
greased and ready to go. So...(at 
this writing), where’s the snow? 
Ice fishing anyone? Not yet. Not 
for a while. The unseasonal No-
vember temperatures extended 
the hiking, fishing and easy 
trips to the lake. There was not a 
leaf on the trees, but the double 
digit temperatures gave a new 
look to the lake this November. 
Being out in the wilderness by 
day and football and hockey on 
TV at night, and at the lake to 
boot. Utopia!

Lease and Service Fees
Jacques Nault, our lake direc-

tor, has shared some good news 
with regards to our Whiteshell 
Co�agers Association’s numer-
ous requests to meet with gov-
ernment officials re: our lease/
service fees. It appears our 
media campaign is proving to 
be successful. Hmmm ... could 
there be an election coming up? 
An initial meeting with provin-
cial officials has already taken 
place and a second meeting is 
planned. Jacques has every con-
fidence in the team represent-
ing us which is led by associa-
tion president Daniel Klass. If 
you have any specific concerns 
or questions please feel free to 
contact Jacques. Contact infor-
mation is on page 8.  Don’t hesi-
tate to check out the Whiteshell 
Co�agers’ Association website 

as well. I know in every issue 
of the Echo I thank Jacques for 
all his hard work. I just can’t 
emphasize enough the thanks 
that we all feel, to have such a 
knowledgeable, conscientious, 
hard-working, approachable 
lake representative. We are very 
lucky.

Wedding Bells
Ask and ye shall receive! Well, 

the lucky guy who married 
Paige Ellis on Aug. 2 was Brian 
Hwang from Calgary. Dayle El-
lis sent me the particulars. The 
ceremony was at the Ellis cot-
tage on Block 8 with the din-
ner tents next door at the Desi-
lets co�age. Guest were from 
Blocks 2, 4, 8, 9 and 11. Guests 
in a�endance came from B.C, 
Alberta and Virginia. The cer-

emony was officiated by long 
time friend Randy Williams of 
Block 11. Part of the ceremony 
took place on the dock and part 
took place on the upper level 
of Captain Todd Ellis’ pontoon 
boat (you will all recognize the 
Jolly Roger flag). Photography 
was by Kaitlyn Marie Roth of 
Block 11 and flowers by Colleen 
Peluso of Block 8. Wild flower 
centre pieces were done by Ste-
ven Ellis and Chelsea Arms of 
Block 8 and Barb Stul� of Block 
8. Now I am always going on 
about memories, family times 
and friendships that are nur-
tured and built at the lake. But 
Dayle’s wedding story epito-
mizes the importance of lake 
time and how precious this time 
is. Congratulations Brian and 

Paige again! Thank you Dayle 
for sharing these wonderful 
moments.

Something in the Water?
Yes, there must be something 

in the Whiteshell Lake water ... 
careful folks! The Krueger fam-
ily of Block 4 welcomed Hazel 
Ann to the family. Proud par-
ents are Kristi and Jonny. 

The Hergesheimer family of 
Block 1 welcomed Madeline 
Mae to the family. Proud par-
ent are Carlin and Kevin. These 
new li�le ones may very well 
meet on the beach and become 
life long friends!

Snow Plow Fees Please
Yes the snow will come even-

tually. Please be reminded to 
send in your snow-plowing 
cheque to Ed Yaworski. Thanks 
to all the volunteers who came 
and delivered the snow clearing 
information to our door. If you 
only come out once, the nicely 
plowed roads are so worth it. 

If you have never been out to 
the lake in the winter, this may 
be the year, with the anticipat-
ed ‘Godzilla’ El Nino keeping 
temperatures above normal. 
The winter lake is truly a mag-
nificent, picturesque thing of 
beauty.

If you are snow birding, travel 
safe. 

Happy Holidays
My family wishes you all the 

peace, kindness and the warm-
est of family times during the  
holiday season.

By Pat Fulcher

Paige Ellis and Brian Hwang  were married Aug. 2.

If a situation should 
occur where help is 
needed, your chances of 
survival and treatment 
of injury can be greatly 
affected. Don’t let alco-
hol be a contributing 
factor to your fate.

Night Riding
Forward visibility is 

reduced by darkness 
and makes it much more 
difficult to spot and 
identify potential haz-
ards in time. Overdriv-
ing headlights can also 
be a serious problem, so 
slow down when snow-
mobiling after dark. Be-

coming disoriented or 
lost is much more likely 
at night. Ride with in-
dividuals familiar with 
the area.

Always wear outer 
clothing with reflective 
trim on the arms, back 
and helmet. Never ride 
alone at night. Always 
dress in your full snow-
mobiling outfit even if 
your intended destina-
tion is just next door.

Be certain that all 
lights are operational 
and keep in mind that 
hand signals become 
increasingly more dif-

ficult to see as darkness 
sets in.

Ice Riding
Drowning is one of the 

leading causes of snow-
mobile fatalities. Wher-
ever possible, avoid rid-
ing on frozen lakes and 
rivers because ice con-
ditions are never guar-
anteed. Ice conditions 
can change in a period 
of several hours.

If you must cross ice, 
ask first, then stay on 
the packed or marked 
trail. Don’t stop un-
til you reach shore. If 
you hit slush, don’t let 

off the thro�le. If you 
are following someone 
who hits slush, veer off 
to make your own path. 
If you must travel over 
lakes and rivers,  then 
consider using a buoy-
ant snowmobile suit 
which will assist you 
to reach the closest ice 
surface. Also consider 
carrying a set of picks 
which will help you 
grip the edge of the ice 
more easily. As a rule 
of thumb, “If you don’t 
know, don’t go.”

If you do break 
through the ice, don’t 

panic. Follow these self 
rescue tips:

Kick vigorously into a 
horizontal position and 
swim to the nearest ice 
edge. Place hands/arms 
on unbroken ice while 
kicking hard to propel 
your body onto the ice, 
like a seal. Once clear, 
stay flat and roll away 
to stronger ice. Stand, 
keep moving and find 
shelter fast.

For more information 
go to www.snoman.
mb.ca

Practice Safe Snowmobiling continued from page 26
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Dorothy Lake

Goodbye To Summer

Summer left us with 
the last profusion of 

tiger lilies in September, 
as fall slowly arrived in 
goldenrod colors. Pine 
Point Trail was again on 
the agenda, the moist for-
est soil sprouting mush-
rooms in abundance. 

Without frost the trees 
took  their time deciding 
to shed their foliage. To-
wards the end of Octo-
ber the last co�onwood 
leaves flu�ered down, 
and the colors of the 
countryside deepened 
into browns. Evenings 
became shorter, but the 
se�ing sun left the lake 
bathed in color and mys-
tery.

Amateur Radio On 
The International Space 

Station (ARISS)
When one of our neigh-

bors, Stefan Wagener, put 
a different looking set 
of antennas on his roof, 
I had no idea that this 
was part of a visionary 
effort to bring students 
worldwide in direct con-
tact with crew members 
working on the Inter-
national Space Station 
through Amateur Radio. 

ARISS was created and 
is managed by an inter-
national working group 
of amateur radio organi-
zations and space agen-
cies including NASA in 
the U.S., the Canadian 
Space Agency and its 
counterparts in Russia, 
Japan and Europe, where 
the European Space 
Agency includes eleven 
countries. 

By providing equip-
ment and operational 
support for direct com-
munication with the 
International Space Sta-
tion, ARISS, with its hun-
dreds of amateur radio 
operators, has created 
the opportunity for stu-
dents anywhere to talk 
directly with astronauts 
in orbit. The experience 
and excitement of ask-
ing questions and hear-
ing about life on-board, 

4 km above the earth, 
opens new worlds and 
inspires and stimulates 
an interest in math and 
science. More students 
will be encouraged to 
pursue careers in these 
fields, including tech-
nology and engineering. 
ARISS makes students, 
family and community 
members more aware of 
the substantial benefits 
of human space flight 
and the exploration and 
discovery occurring on 
these journeys. It also 
offers an opportunity to 
learn space technologies 
and communication via 
amateur radio.

The first amateur ra-
dio in space was used in 
1983 on the Space Shu�le 
to communicate from 
space to earth. This also 
allowed individual as-
tronauts to stay in touch 
with family and friends. 
Amateur radio is a pop-
ular hobby, a service in 
which licensed partici-
pants operate communi-
cation equipment with a 
deep appreciation of the 
radio art. 

It was interesting to 
visit Stefan’s radio room, 
filled with specialized 
equipment such as sen-
sors to show antenna 
movement, digital read-
outs, headphones and 
microphones, as he was 
anticipating radio con-
tact with a satellite which 
had become visible over 
the horizon. 

A large screen showed 
various orbits and the 
movment of the indi-
vidual satellite’s “foot-
print” which indicates 
the exact area and dura-
tion of time when local 
contact becomes pos-
sible. This time there was 
a six-minute window for 
the exchange of commu-
nications. A shelf held a 
model of a cube-sized 
satellite no more than a 
foot square. There are 
about 180 communica-
tions satellites  circling 
the earth at the same alti-
tude as the space station. 

By Inge Scholte

ARISS puts students in touch with astronauts.

Continued next page

The next 
Whiteshell Echo 

Deadline 
Is March 1, 2016

For the April 2016 Issue 
Contact The Editor 
At (204) 831-7274

email:
echo@whiteshellcottagers.com

The summer sun sets on Dorothy Lake.
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ARISS has an opera-
tions team, formed by a 
representative from each 
of its five worldwide re-
gions. They work group 
meetings, teleconfer-
ences and webinars. Ste-
fan represents Canada 
and the Americas, not 
including the U.S. He 
also functions as a Tech-
nical Mentor, an experi-
enced amateur volun-
teer who works with 
schools and local Ama-
teur Radio groups that 
actually contact the ISS. 
The ARISS.org website 
shows a monthly listing 
of all schools scheduled 
for direct contact. Some 
schools outside the ISS 
orbit have been connect-
ed by tele-bridge. For a 
very limited investment 
in amateur radio equip-
ment, licensed ham op-
erators, including stu-
dents who have access 
to amateur radio stations 
in a classroom, can make 
individual contacts with 
astronauts aboard ISS 
by learning to follow the 
published orbital sched-
ule and practicing some 
basic amateur radio con-
tact techniques.

    Lost And Found  
The Sunday after Hal-

loween my husband 

Henk spo�ed an unfa-
miliar black cat in the 
yard, but by the time he 
was outside it had van-
ished. He scoured the 
block road in both direc-
tions, talking to the few 
neighbors still there but 
no one was missing a cat, 
nor was there a trace of 
the cat anywhere. 

Shelley and Bill Pas-
trick, who own three cats 
right now, put out some 
cat food, and later spot-
ted the cat eating hun-
grily, but could not ap-
proach it before leaving 
for home. 

Neighbours Mary and 
Stan Pogorzelec fed the 
cat on Monday, could 
not get close and also 
went home. Henk and I 
were on the lookout dur-

ing the week, without 
spo�ing the cat. 

Bill and Shelley arrived 
for the weekend with a 
cage to try to catch the 
cat. Shelley was scour-
ing the bush, making 
cat-like sounds, until she 
heard Bill calling that the 
cat was back. It scooted 
away when a car drove 
by, but after leaving 
some cat food in front 
of and inside the roomy 
cage, they both went 
inside.  It was not long 
before they heard the 
metal door fall. The cat 

was hysterical, hissing, 
running, hanging from 
the roof. It was given a 
quiet spot in the gazebo, 
with the heat turned on 
overnight, and interested 
neighbours got a phone 
call. 

Needless to say that we 
all were so pleased that 
the cat had been rescued. 
When invited to come 
and look the next day 
we found the cat resting 
peacefully in a large trav-
el cage. It looked exhaust-
ed after at least a week in 
the chilly, rainy outdoors. 

Shelley had, with a well-
covered hand, been able 
to gently approach and 
pet the cat. She and Bill  
planned on taking it to 
the vet the next day, to 
have it checked, and find 
out if  it had been regis-
tered. Without ta�oo or 
chip they would like to 
welcome it to their fam-
ily. 

Happy Holidays
Henk and Inge wish 

you all a Merry Cristmas 
and a Happy New Year.

Dorothy Lake continued

The moist forest soil at Pine Point Trail sprouted mushrooms in abundance. 

Lost and found, 
one stray black 
cat, shortly af-
ter Halloween. 
If no tattoo or 
chip it will be 
welcomed into 
a good home.

Good luck for a 
black cat! 

Falcon Lake Chatter

The Cemetery Com-
mi�ee has started 

work on burial grounds 
on #301 at the Red Pine 
Forest.

Untapped Taps
Next year if you plan 

on using the main beach 
wash rooms, be aware 
that there are no handles 
on the hot water taps.  
This is the second year 
that it has been like this.

Get Well
Sorry to hear that Don 

Lewis had a heart a�ack 
but we hear he is recu-
perating at home and is 
doing well.  Also glad to 
see Robb Finnen is out of 

the hospital and back at 
the local coffee table.  

Farewell
We have bid farewell 

to Ron and Pat Cun-
ningham from Caddy 
Lake who have relocated 
to Winnipeg. In April,  
George and Gay Lemay 
from Star Lake will move 
to Paradise Village.

Water Level Be�er, 
But ...

The level of the lake 
water at Falcon is im-
proved over 2013-2014.  
But why did they insert 
an extra log in the cul-
vert in August when the 
level was just approach-
ing the summer target?  I 
called the Winnipeg Wa-
ter Control Systems and 

left a message but they 
never bothered to call 
back! As of November 
the water level is above 
the minimum summer 
level.  This does not bode 
well for the spring.

I had a senior from West 
Hawk phone me saying 
she had called Winnipeg 
regarding their high wa-
ter but to no avail. She 

thinks she will have to 
raise her boat house af-
ter many years without 
problems.

Number 1 a Mess
Highway number 1 is 

still a mess due to con-
struction and seven cul-
verts have been replaced 
from Falcon to Hadash-
ville on the Westbound 
side.  They had also dug 

up two culverts on the 
new highway from Stein-
bach to Dufresne and re-
placed them.

On a Political Note
I noted in the Steinbach 

Carillon newspaper (10-
8-15) that the NDP ad-
mi�ed they should have 
listened to Manitobans 
before increasing the 
PST from seven to eight 
per cent. Too bad they 
will NOT listen or even 
meet with the Whiteshell 
Co�agers Assosication 
to discuss the higher fees 
they are charging with-
out any deliberation on 
the reason ... WHY? Wait 
for the next election!

Happy New Year!

By Warren Barnard

Clearing for the cemetery on  highway 301 between Falcon and 
West Hawk.
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On November 11th 
we observed Re-

membrance Day, and 
paid tribute to the brave 
men and women who 
have served in Canada’s 
military, particularly 
those who have been 
called upon to fight for 
us and our values in 
wars and military mis-
sions around the globe.  
We take special note of 
those who gave their 
lives representing us 
in protecting what we 
believe in as a nation.  
Their legacy is a world 
where we as a country 
have promoted freedom 
and peace.

Of course, each of us 
has people in our own 
life who we remember 
fondly because of their 
contribution to our lives, 
and even their sacrifices 
on our behalf.  We have 
all lost close family mem-
bers, dear friends, and 
colleagues alongside 
whom we have worked, 
studied, or played.  Our 
camp community has 
had its share of deaths 
this year, as we do every 
year.  

Yet even as we grieve 
their deaths, we are 
thankful that many to 
whom Camp Nutimik 
was important in life 
chose to contribute to 
the camp again as part 
of their legacy.  We have 
seen this often over the 
years since the camp has 
been in operation: People 
have directly donated 
from their legacies, fam-
ilies have memorialized 
loved ones with gifts, 
and individuals have 
asked that donations be 
made to the camp in lieu 
of sending flowers.  The 
camp has built a number 
of important facilities as 
a result of this generos-
ity.  

In past years, among 
many examples, our 
gazebo overlooking the 
lake was built in memo-
ry of Ken Rist, who died 
in an accident nearby.  

It’s used for small group 
gatherings through-
out the summer.  Every 
camper loves the play 
structure we call Fort 
Nutimik, which remem-
bers Ryan James Litke, 
a toddler who drowned 
in a private pool in Win-
nipeg.  After her life was 
taken by disease, Elli 
Daub’s family memo-
rialized her by creating 
the Adventure Village 
tent area that allows our 
campers to experience a 
night under canvas dur-
ing their time with us; 
we hope it will increase 
their interest in wilder-
ness camping. Dozens 
of others have contrib-
uted to smaller projects 
or helped make camp 
available to more kids 
with their legacies.

This past year we 
grieved two deaths in 
particular.  The first was 
Gisela Mueller, whose 
family has been involved 
in the camp since its be-
ginning and remains so 
today. Like the camp 
itself, Gisela was one 
who thrived on bring-
ing people together and 
creating time for them to 
relate to each other.  In a 
fi�ing tribute, her family 
designated her memo-
rial donations to fund 
a counter and cabinets 
in our main dining hall 
that will function as our 
coffee station. We’re cer-
tain that Gisela would 
be tickled to know that 
she still supports com-
munity at camp by giv-
ing people the chance to 
linger over coffee and 
tea and spend time with 
each other. 

We also mourned the 
loss of one of our sum-
mer staff members, Jesse 
Bergmann. This young 
man served several sum-
mers at camp, and was 
loved by his campers as 
one who deeply valued 
them and called the best 
out of them.  His fellow 
staff appreciated his 
commitment and matu-
rity, and many consider 
him a role model and 
mentor.  Jesse was often 

found on the archery 
range teaching young 
people to enjoy this 
sport. We hope to use 
a memorial fund in his 
honour to improve the 
facilities at our range.  

Unlike those we hon-
our on Remembrance 

Day, our staff have not 
been called to the ulti-
mate sacrifice.  Camp 
Nutimik is, however, 
built on the commitment, 
hard work, and sacrifice 
of countless staff, volun-
teers, board and com-
mi�ee members, and 

supporters of all kinds.  
Together, their legacy is 
the impact of the camp 
experience in the lives 
of the kids who join us 
each summer to learn, 
to grow, to share, and to 
build and strengthen re-
lationships that ma�er. 

Camp Nutimik: Lasting Legacies

By Peter Bergs 

The Adventure Village tent area was created with a family’s legacy gift as was the ‘coffee station’  
below.

Some of our staff ‘jailed’ in one of Fort Nutimik’s towers during a camp game.
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Intrepid Cottager: Roof Venting and Insulation Means Comfort

Whether you’re build-
ing a new co�age 

or doing an exterior re-
make on your existing cot-
tage, you’ve got choices to 
make.

In the case of both build-
ing new or doing an exte-
rior remake, you need to 
choose what the co�age’s 
exterior will be clad in 
– composite, dual or tri-
pane windows, and, of 
course, a roof colour (shin-
gles) that will complement 

your co�age’s exterior.
While siding and win-

dow choice is usually 
straightforward – exterior 
colour scheme is usually 
quite obvious, and how 
you intend to use your 
co�age (spring/summer/
fall or year-round) dictates 
what grade of window 
you’ll choose – shingle 
colour is often a bigger is-
sue.

The reason for that is 
simple: people think that 
installing darker-coloured 
shingles – which make up 
the bulk of offerings from 
shingle manufacturers 
such as GAF – will make 
their co�age’s roof ho�er.

That belief is only par-
tially true. Studies have 
shown that black shin-
gles will indeed increase 
temperature by eight to 
10 degrees fahrenheit. 
Meanwhile, shingles of 
a brown or grey hue will 
increase temperature, but 

only moderately, with an 
increase of two to three 
degrees.

With this in mind, peo-
ple re-doing their co�age 
roofs often would like to 
go with a lighter colour, 
such as tan or light brown, 
to minimize that tempera-
ture increase. Problem is, 
most shingles on the mar-
ket these days come in 
darker shades.

Here’s the good news: 
while darker shingles 
do absorb more heat, it 
shouldn’t filter down into 
your co�age – provided 
you take care of two very 
important details: ventila-
tion, and insulation.

First of all, your co�age’s 
roof needs to be properly 
ventilated. According to 
GAF’s website (gaf.com/
roofing/residential/prod-
ucts), at least one square 
foot of a�ic ventilation 
for every 300 sq. ft. of a�ic 
space is recommended.

That means that if your 
a�ic is 900 sq. ft., it should 
have three sq. ft. of ven-
tilation that’s divided 
equally between intake 
and exhaust to make sure 
air flows properly. Proper 
ventilation is 
critical, as an 
improperly-
ventilated at-
tic can cause 
heat build-up 
that will see 
your a�ic’s 
temperature 
soar to 160 
degrees fahr-
enheit or 
more.

When this 
occurs, all 
sorts of bad 
things can 
happen. The 

most noticeable occur-
rence will be an increase 
in the interior temperature 
of your co�age. Eventu-
ally, the super-hot air will 
make it through ceiling 
insulation and radiate 
down into the living space 
below. The result? A hot, 
stuffy co�age.

Heat build up in your 
co�age’s a�ic can cause 
other problems, too: pre-
mature aging of your roof-
ing (fried shingles), warp-
ing, cracking or the break 
down of wood framing, 
and damage to siding, 
paint or your co�age’s ex-
terior.

Consequently, if you 
encounter any of these 
problems, you should 
check your a�ic to see that 
it’s adequately ventilated. 
Then, the next thing you 
should do – after deter-
mining that ventilation 
isn’t an issue (or maybe 
it is, requiring you to put 
in another vent) – is check 
your a�ic’s insulation.

If your cabin is older, or 
the a�ic hasn’t been prop-
erly ventilated, the insula-
tion could be comprised 
from things like moisture 

build-up, or just plain 
old age. Should it be obvi-
ous that the insulation is 
the culprit, it’s a ma�er of 
replacing worn out mate-
rial with new insulation 
that will create a barrier 
between your a�ic and 
the living areas below.

In some cases, excess 
heat in a co�age is a re-
sult of both – inadequate 
venting, and the need to 
replace insulation. Once 
those needs are identi-
fied and addressed, your 
co�age will not only be 
much more comfortable, 
but you will also be guard-
ing against ice damming 
in the winter, which also 
happens when an a�ic 
isn’t properly ventilated 
and/or insulated.

Provided your co�age’s 
roof is properly vented 
and insulated, shingle 
colour won’t be an issue. 
Ensure those two criti-
cal elements are in order, 
and you can go with the 
dark shingle colour that 
best complements your 
co�age’s exterior without 
worrying about heat is-
sues in your a�ic.

By Greg Nichol

Answer to Environment  Contest Question 
on page 4: 

According to www.davidsuzuki.org
The question about the greenest Christmas tree has 
been one of considerable debate among environ-
mentally conscious merrymakers for the past de-
cade. Both sides have made valid points: advocates 
of artificial trees take issue with the practice of cut-
ting down trees in the name of festivity, whereas 
proponents of real trees argue that it’s pretty much 
impossible for a plastic alternative to be green. The 
research team at Ellipsos has provided a definitive 
answer. In its study, the real tree emerges victori-
ous! According to Ellipsos, the artificial tree has 
three times more impacts on climate change and 
resource depletion than the natural tree. That’s as-
suming your artificial tree lasts six years. If your 
artificial tree will last more than 20 years and if 
you’d have to drive a long way to buy a real tree, 
the opposite becomes true. Here’s a list of options, 

including real and artificial: 
Real Christmas trees: Buy local

Choose trees from farms that minimize (or do with-
out) pesticides and herbicides

Cut your own with a provincial permit, from lands that 
must be kept clear anyway. In many provinces, hydro 
right-of-ways have to be kept clear. This is a win-win 

way to meet that mandate.
Artificial Christmas trees:

Avoid PVCs — the grinchiest of plastics — that most 
artificial trees are made of. Not only are these hard 
on the environment, they’re bad for your health. 

Make it last 20 years! 
So the correct answer is A or B
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