
March 30, 2014

Honorable Gord Mackintosh
Minister of Conservation and Water Stewardship
330 Legislative Building
450 Broadway Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3C 0V8

Dear Minister Mackintosh,

My wife and I are cottagers in the Whiteshell Provincial Park and have been since July, 2002.  We 
bought at a time before prices increased dramatically.  At that time the only way for us to get into 
the market was to buy a very modest cottage.  Taking into account the price of the cottage, trusting 
the rent and service fees would rise each year or two with inflation at 2-3%/year, we made the deci-
sion to buy.  Twelve years later, we are deeply disturbed by the  government’s planned increased 
rent and service fees, and feel they are unreasonable, unfair and unjustified. This year we’ve been 
billed $1,308, more than 50% of what we paid last year and to look forward to the same increases 
for the next 9-10 years would bring the bill up approx 750% more than what we paid last year.  

The government is unwilling to open their books to the cottagers to show what the park  
services expenses really are.  Why is the government unwilling to be transparent and accountable  
to the cottage owners?  What are the true expenses for the few services that we do receive? It is our 
understanding that it is the law for the government to show us each year what the expenses are. 
That clearly is not happening in this case.  

In ten years these high rates may be in line for some cottages in the park that have been expen-
sively built with all the amenities of a city house, worth in the neighbourhood of a million dollars or 
more.  People who have or are looking to buy a property like this may not be as concerned about 
paying $6500/yr for that type of property.  However, who would pay that kind of money on a yearly 
basis for a 600 sq. ft. seasonal cottage, even if it is lake front? Paying these kind of fees does not 
make any sense.  There are many seasonal and modest cottages like ours in the provincial parks, 
who are owned by average Manitobans —some on fixed incomes.  There has to be an equitable way  
to calculate what each cottage should be paying.  Not just one across-the-board fee for all.  It will 
force many of us with similar properties to sell, in turn driving cottage prices down and creating  
opportunities for the wealthy to take advantage of.  Eventually, cottage country will only be enjoyed  
by the wealthy and not by a cross section of Manitobans, as it is now.  Is this what the government’s 
“Strategy”  was intended to accomplish?



We take exception to your comments that were quoted by Bruce Owen in the Friday, March 28th, 
Free Press—implying that we expect Manitobans to subsidize our vacations and cottage invest-
ment tax.  We fear that this whole matter will be lost in all the mud slinging of politics.  We cottagers 
don’t expect our services to be paid by anyone else but the cottagers.  We expect to pay our fair 
share.  What have the increased costs been since the service fees were frozen ten years ago?  We 
don’t know because the books haven’t been opened. 

Now the government wants to make up for lost time and begin to upgrade the infrastructure in  
Manitoba parks.  In the Whiteshell Park; upgrading boat launches, improving showers in camp 
grounds, and developing sidewalks and roads in Falcon Lake and Westhawk, to name just a few.  
Why does the government expect the burden of these costs to go to cottagers only?  The Provincial 
Parks were developed for all Manitobans to visit throughout the year — for hikers, campers, canoers, 
sport fishers, boaters, resort users, day trippers and travellers passing through. This includes campers that 
trailer in the park permanently throughout the summer months on various lakes (like trailer courts). 
Are their fees sky-rocketing too?   

We hold our cottage living very dear to our heart and has become a very important part of our life. 
We cannot express enough, how concerned we are about this matter, as we feel threatened, of 
loosing something we love dearly.  We agree that there should be increases to the park fees, but 
within reason that is fair for everyone. Cottage life should be enjoyed by all Manitobans, not just 
the wealthy.
 
We respectfully await your response,

Randy Scott and Joanne Keeping
(Lot 23, Block 4,  White Lake
Whiteshell Provincial Park)

250 Overdale Street 
Winnipeg, MB
R3J 2G3


