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The summer season of 2015 is 
now behind us, the poplars and 

birch are finally showing off their 
fall coats, and rumours of frost are 
in the air. A time for thanksgiving. 
The standoff between our dogs, 
Oscar and Gus, and the beavers 
is ongoing. Bark is their common 
denominator. Our rodential neigh-
bours are intent on wintering under 
our dock; the dogs take great excep-
tion.  Life goes on. This has been a 
summer of torrential downpours 
and lake levels are high. High time 
for Parks to start drawing down the 
water to prepare for next spring’s 
run-off.

Our summer of 2015 membership 
campaign has been a resounding 
success; our numbers are back up to 

the 2,000 range, and still climbing, 
as we near the start (November 1) 
of our 2016 membership campaign.  
Our members have also been very 
generous in supporting our legal 
and public relations reserve funds 
and we are about half-way to our 
target. For those of you who are still 
pondering your level of support, I 
urge you to contribute. There are 
no guarantees, but if our campaign 
has any measure of success, sav-
ings to individual co�agers will be 

many thousands of dollars over the 
next five years. That is the extent of 
the government’s overreach.

I also want to thank the many 
intrepid canvassers who, with the 
leadership of Gary Kennedy and 
Deborah Seguin, have gone door 
to door to make the case for join-
ing and supporting the Whiteshell 
Co�agers Association. Our objec-
tive is become a true, bo�om up, 
membership-driven organization, 
and the canvassers, by making face 
to face visits, have established and 
strengthened the personal relation-
ships that we want to be the source 
of energy for our association.   

Under the leadership of Ronald 
Smith, we have also made excel-
lent progress in the development 

of a coalition of Provincial Co�age 
Associations. We are especially de-
lighted to welcome the Manitoba 
Association of Co�age Owners  
(MACO) to the fold, and are equal-
ly pleased that the South Whiteshell 
Chamber of Commerce are also 
supporters of our cause. The Gov-
ernment needs to know that most 
of the stakeholders in the Parks are 
deeply concerned about the nega-
tive consequences of their “New 
Parks Strategy” and are united in 

opposition to its full implementa-
tion.

How does this coalition translate 
to actual votes in a provincial elec-
tion? We can’t be certain, but our 
research suggests that between 1 
out of 10 or 12 families in the prov-
ince are regular  co�agers.  Add on 
friends and extended family mem-
bers who value their regular co�age 
visits and we arrive at an estimate 
of 50,000-100,000 individual voters 
who are inclined to vote to pro-
tect their co�age experience. Most 
of these voters are in the city and 
suburbs of Winnipeg, where, the 
pundits claim, the provincial elec-
tion will be determined, and where 
there are many city NDP MLAs 
with thin majorities. It is the NDP 
who have used wedge politics to 
make the false case of “fat cat” cot-
tagers against us. Next spring will 
be the time to remind the NDP that 
wedges can cut two ways.

Your organization is very much 
focused on the political timeline of 

the upcoming weeks and months; 
the federal election will dominate 
the political stage until the middle 
of October, but the scheduled fall 
si�ing of the Provincial Legisla-
ture, and the upcoming spring 
Provincial Election are squarely in 
our sights. Many of our members 
have expressed the view that the 
current Parks Tax Plan of the gov-
ernment has the flavour of a finger 
in the wind...a testing of public re-
action to a controversial tax grab. 
Whether this speculation is cor-
rect or not, this season provides all 
co�agers with the opportunity to 
demonstrate their strenuous oppo-
sition to the government’s scheme. 
The WCA will begin rolling out our 
public relations campaign, but this 
should not lull our membership 
into a feeling of comfort and safety. 
We urge you all to get engaged in 
the political process by communi-
cating directly with your own MLA 

By Daniel Klass, WCA President

President’s Report

Dog Paddle
Every dog has its day at the lake and Gria is no exception. The 
picture above was provided by Diane Dreikluft with her Otter Falls 
report on page 18. On the subject of pictures, the Whiteshell Cot-
tagers Association 2015 Photo Contest closes soon. See page 15.

Our summer membership campaign has been a 
resounding success; our numbers are back up to the 

2,000 range and climbing.

Continued on Page 3
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President’s Report Continued from page 1

and the caucuses of the po-
litical parties.  Write le�ers, 
pay visits, get on social me-
dia and generally speaking 
MAKE NOISE!  

We have prepared infor-
mative brochures and back-
ground notes to help you 
craft your own messages. 
The bo�om line is that when 
the government recognizes 
the depth and breadth of the 
public’s opposition to this 
tax grab, they will be much 
more likely to enter discus-
sions with your association 
to find a fair middle ground 
for the development of our 
Parks.

To my mind, the most 
critical piece of informa-
tion the government needs 
to digest is that even as we 
speak, many co�agers have 
either sold, or are consider-

ing the sale, of family cot-
tages. These co�ages have 
never been viewed as “fi-
nancial assets” and there is 
no reveling in these sales 
as windfalls. Instead there 
is anger and resentment 
against a government that 
is forcing modest income 
co�agers to relinquish their 
co�ages which are full of 
memories and dreams. I 
have wri�en this before, but 
I repeat; I cannot fathom the 
thinking of an NDP gov-
ernment, that for a small 
increase in revenue, is pre-
pared to sacrifice the deep 
interests of the very people 
they are commi�ed to sup-
port, that is the modest 
income Manitoban.  And 
make no mistake, when it 
comes to income levels, cot-
tagers are no different from 

ordinary Manitobans. Cot-
tagers are simply ordinary 
Manitobans, many of them 
fixed income seniors, who 
have prioritized their ex-
penditures and found ways 
by dint of hard work and 
sweat equity to build and 
enjoy their cabins by a lake, 
and to pass this experience 
down to the next genera-
tion; to many this defines 
living the Canadian dream. 

The spectacular ads for 
the Health Sciences Cen-
tre Dream Co�age at West 
Hawk Lake make this same 
point clearly. Manitobans 
are lining up by the thou-
sands to take a flu�er on 
this dream, and I can think 
of no be�er cause for a lot-
tery. (Disclosure: for many 
years I worked at the Health 
Sciences Center, and I am a 

big supporter of that insti-
tution and their research ac-
tivities). But I can’t help but 
point out an ironic aspect of 
this offering. The lucky win-
ner of the co�age will also 
be provided with $10,000 
in cash, presumably for 
minor improvement. But 
they should know, when 
they make their decision to 
accept the co�age or take 
the money and run, that 
every year that they “live 
the dream” there will be a 
substantial tax bill that will 
need to be paid out of pock-
et. The combined service 
and rental tax for a lakeside 
road-access co�age at West 
Hawk is nearly $8,000. That 
amount is currently dis-
counted by the Ministry, 
but as current legislation 
stands, it rises inexorably 

to that $8,000 number. And 
which average Manitoban, 
with an income of $47,000 
can afford that kind of tax? 
So the co�age will be sold 

to someone who can af-
ford that kind of hit, and 

the government can chalk 
up another victory in their 
drive to force ordinary Man-
itobans out of the Parks, and 
turn them into playgrounds 
reserved for the rich.

Please reflect on this out-
come of the NDP tax strat-
egy for the Provincial Parks; 
but don’t stop there. Go visit 
your MLA, encourage your 
friends and neighbours to 
do the same. Write some 
le�ers, make your views 
known, and MAKE SOME 
NOISE!

South East Whiteshell Fire Department

The South East Whiteshell 
Fire Department pro-

vides many different ser-
vices to co�agers, residents, 
and visitors to the South 
Whiteshell area including:

• Fire protection
• Search and rescue assis-

tance
• Accident assistance 

• EMS assistance
• Disaster planning assis-

tance
The fire department also 

works closely with Manito-
ba Conservation and Water 
Stewardship, RCMP, Mani-
toba Hydro, local EMS and 
STARS, and other organiza-
tions and companies such 
as pipeline companies to 
ensure timely, effective, 
and safe delivery of these 
services. 

The Fire Department has 
25 well-trained volunteer 
firefighters that provide 
these services on call 24 
hours a day/365 days a year. 
It is well-managed and sup-
ported by 10 volunteer ex-
ecutive members.

Annual Open House
The Fire Department held 

its annual Open House at 
the West Hawk Firehall on 
August 15. It was a very 
well a�ended and success-
ful family event on a very 
hot Saturday afternoon. The 
fire trucks and the rescue 
boat of the Fire Department 
were on display for the visi-
tors, and tours of the new 

West Hawk Firehall were 
given by our volunteers. 
Thank you to all the inter-
ested people who a�ended 
this event, and thank you 
to all the volunteers who 
make this event possible.

Thank You 
To Our Donors

Thanks to the support of 
our many donors — whose 
support is essential to 
the operations of the Fire 
Department — the West 
Hawk Firehall construction 
is nearly complete. And the 
Fire Department continues 
to be debt-free.
Plan For New Fire Truck
The Fire Department Ex-

ecutive is now starting the 
planning for the replace-
ment of our 26-year-old 
fire truck presently located 
in Falcon Lake. Properly 
maintaining and replacing 
equipment to ensure it is 
ready for any emergency 
has always been a prior-

ity for the Fire Department. 
Particularly in view of the 
devastating fires in the 
other Western provinces 
this year, proper training, 
preparation and equipment 
maintenance is even higher 
in importance in the Fire 
Department. 

Maintenance costs on 
fire trucks have exceeded 
$30,000 in the past twelve 
months. The Executive cre-
ated a reserve fund in 2014 
to accumulate funds to re-
place this fire truck.  

Join Us!
The Fire Department 

needs your help! If you are 
interested in volunteering 
to join the Fire Department 
Executive or our Social 
Commi�ee, please e-mail 
us at info@sewfire.ca or 
contact one of our Execu-
tive members listed on our 
website! We are always 
pleased to welcome new 
volunteers! The Executive 

meets monthly — usually 
on a Monday evening eight 
to 10 times a year. Our fis-
cal year ends on October 
31, so this would be a good 
time to get involved! Social 
Commi�ee members meet 
as needed to plan and orga-
nize events such as the an-
nual Open House in August 
and the Bi-annual Firefight-
ers Ball. Our next Ball is be-
ing planned for June 2016, 
and volunteer assistance 
to ensure these events are 
successful would be greatly 
appreciated!

Congratulations
The Fire Department 

would like to congratulate 
a long-time member of our 
Executive, Bev Newman 
(Mason), on recently re-
ceiving a Volunteer Service 
Award from the Member 
of Parliament for Provench-
er, Ted Falk. Her service to 
the community was rec-

ognized in a ceremony at 
the Steinbach Mennonite 
Heritage Village Museum 
on May 21. Bev received a 
Provencher Volunteer Ser-
vice Medallion and a Cer-
tificate of Recognition.

Donations Needed and 
Appreciated

Donations are greatly 
needed and much appre-
ciated! The many donors 
in the Builder category are 
proudly recognized on our 
website www.sewfire.ca. 
The Fire Department would 
like to thank all of the many 
co�agers, residents, and 
businesses who have do-
nated in the past year! 

If you would like to sup-
port the Fire Department 
with a tax-deductible dona-
tion, please send it to:

SEW Fire Dept.
P.O. Box 88

West Hawk Lake, MB
R0E 2H0.

By Gordon Greaves

The annual open house was held Aug. 15 at the West Hawk 
Firehall.

Long-time member of our Executive, Bev Newman (Mason), 
receives a Volunteer Service Award from the Member of Parlia-
ment for Provencher, Ted Falk, May 21.
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Membership in the WCA has its Privileges

I am writing this while si�ing 
on my dock,  dazzled by the 

beauty and splendour in front of 
me.  The sun is still high in the 
sky and not the faintest sugges-
tion of a ripple mars the shining 
surface of the water, save for the 
splash created by the loon as it 
dives for another meal. An eagle 

rides the air currents high above 
and down below a dragon fly 
has mistakenly landed in the 
water and cannot get airborne. I 
rescue it, put it on the dock and 
incredibly after a few minutes of 
drying time, it tests its wings and 
takes off in search of another un-
suspecting mosquito.

We are so lucky to be able to ex-
perience such beauty, such peace 
and tranquility. But the wonder-
ful experiences the Whiteshell 
offers should not be taken for 

granted. Your Whiteshell Cot-
tagers Association is working 
very hard on your behalf.  Here 
are some of the initiatives:

• The fight with the provincial 
government over the planned 
escalation in our park fees con-
tinues. Watch for media an-
nouncements in September that 
detail the legal action which is 
now currently underway.

• Our lake level commi�ee has 
developed a good working rela-
tionship with officials at Mani-

toba Conservation and a solid 
action plan has been created to 
effectively control lake levels 
at Falcon, West Hawk, Caddy 
and some lakes in the North 
Whiteshell.

• We have partnered with a 
prominent property insurance 
underwriter to provide insur-
ance protection for co�agers 
who are members of the WCA. 

By Gary Kennedy
Chair, Membership Committee

Whiteshell Cottagers 
Association

Continued next page
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This will mean members will 
benefit from reduced premiums. 
(See further details on page 8).

• Membership in the WCA  en-
titles you to receive the informa-
tive Whiteshell Echo newspaper. 
You will receive it in hard copy 
but membership in the WCA 
also entitles you to read it online 
on the WCA website.

• We are creating Facebook and 
Twi�er accounts. Look for a de-
tailed announcement in the fall.

• Fire protection and 911 ser-

vice for the North Whiteshell are 
“on the drawing board”.

All of this takes time, dedicat-
ed, energetic people and money. 
In the coming weeks you will 
be visited by one of our lake di-
rectors asking for your financial 
support to fund our public rela-
tions campaign. They will also 
be asking you to join the WCA if 
you are not already a member.

JOIN NOW AND START 
ENJOYING THE BENEFITS!

Membership in the WCA has its Privileges (Continued from page 4)

Membership in the WCA Supports:
• Legal action in opposition to the provincial 

government’s planned escalation in our park fees.
• Our Lake Level Committee’s work to effectively 

control lake levels.
• Lower cost cottage insurance. (See details p. 8)
• The Whiteshell Echo, mailed to members and 

also available online.
MEMBERSHIP FORM ON PAGE 6 

OR JOIN ONLINE AT 
WWW.WHITESHELLCOTTAGERS.COM
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The WCA Environment Committee
Contest 

For OCTOBER 
Question:

How Many Species Of Trees Are Found In The 
Boreal Forest of the Whiteshell?
Circle One: a. 5  b. 10   c. 15  d. 20

(Hint: The answer appears somewhere in this 
issue of the Whiteshell Echo.)

Prize for the winner is A 
$5  0 Canadian Tire gift card 

E-MAIL YOUR ANSWER TO 
ECONTEST@WHITESHELLCOTTAGERS.COM 

OR MAIL IT TO:
WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION

2D-1975 CORYDON AVE.
WINNIPEG, MB

R3P 0R1
One name will be drawn from those 

entries with correct answers.   You must 
be a current WCA member to win. Contest 

closes OCTOBER 30, 2015 at 10 P.M. All entries must include your 
full name, address and telephone number as well as your 

lake, block and lot number.  
Winner agrees to have his or her name published in the next edi-

tion of The Whiteshell Echo.

www.whiteshellcottagers.com

Turn in 

Poachers

—

Report 

Forest 

Fires

—

Call 

1-800

782-

0076 
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is published by the Whiteshell 
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2015 Membership Fee $25
Send address changes to
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Suite 2D
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1 (204) 487-0556
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(see form above)

Echo Committee
Bruce Wagg Co-chair
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Glenda Peacock
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Margaret Kent
Ida Reichardt
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Dawne Kepron
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Consistent
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Barren Lake
Don Sleeva
Home (204) 237-3081
Lake (204) 349-8982

Betula Lake
Kerry Davies
(204) 663-6313

Tom Cutts
Home (204) 837-5049
Lake (204) 348-7290

Gaeline Delmarque
Home (204) 489-3016
Lake (204) 348-7796

Big Whiteshell
Jacques Nault   
jacquesn29@gmail.com

Brereton Lake
Bill Backman
204-799-5725
ibb@mymts.net

Doug Moberg
Home (204) 269-4511
Lake (204) 369-5515

Nicola Panchysak
Lake (204) 369-5217
nicola.p@me.com

Brereton Lake (cont’d)
Sharon Philp
Cell (204) 771-7297
sharonphilp@hotmail.com

Lorna Spencer
Home (204) 254-8137
Lake (204) 369-5702

Caddy Lake
Joel Kettner
Home (204) 475-3492
Lake (204) 349-2089
jdkettner@me.com

Robert Stalker
Lake (204) 349-8676

Dorothy Lake
Stan Pogorzelec
Home (204) 668-8153
Lake (204) 348-3282

Eleanor Lake
Ed Enns
(204) 334-8318
edwardenns204@gmail.com

Falcon Lake
Al Bezak
abbezak@shaw.ca
Cell (204) 669-3430

Falcon Lake (cont’d) 
Cheryl Bryant
cheryl@tek.ca
(204) 588-7007

Randall Kinley
randy5@mts.net
Cell (204) 228-6507

Garry Parker
garry@parkerindustries.ca
Lake (204) 349-2763

Jo-Ann Shields
jojo_shields@yahoo.ca
Lake (Cell) (204) 299-4528

Ronald Smith
ronaldssmith@hotmail.
com
Lake (204) 349-8804

Florence Lake
Kristin Pingatore
Home (204) 803-9464

Nora Lake
Angela Hogan
Home: (204) 866-4398
aghogan@highspeedcrow.ca

Jessica Lake
Neil McMillan  
(204) 896-0584
nmcmillan@mymts.net  

Nutimik Lake
Angela Kelsch
home: 204-334-3906
lake: 204-348-2093
akelsch@shaw.ca

Sandra Kline
Lake (204) 348-2888

Brenda Trach
Cell: (204) 510-3911  
btrach@shaw.ca

Red Rock Lake
Rick Emslie
Home (204) 227-4694

David McNeil
Home (204) 489-3508
Lake (204) 348-7510

Star Lake
Tom Walker
Home (204) 269-5988
tewalker@hotmail.com

West Hawk Lake
Richard Babyak
Home (204) 475-4996
Lake (204) 349-8406

Patty Caron
Lake (204) 349-8513
Cell: (204) 781-7043
ppcaron@mymts.net

West Hawk Lake (cont’d)
Daniel Klass
Lake (204) 349-2606
klass6@gmail.com

Bob Morrison
Home (204) 453-1153
Lake (204) 349-2369

Dan Myk
Home (204) 889-4561
Lake (204) 349-8320
dannmyk@hotmail.com

Alan Roberts 
Home: (204) 888-9578  
Lake: (204) 349-2361  
aroberts4@shaw.ca

White Lake
Gary Kennedy
(204) 254-2300
(204) 348-7440
garykennedy@mymts.net

Deborah Seguin 
(204) 772-0647 
ecarriere@shaw.ca

HONOURARY
DIRECTORS
John Biglow 
Harry Meneer
Ed Wilson

Board of Directors Whiteshell Cottagers Association Inc. 2015-2016
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Attention Pickleball Players

A�ention Pickleball players and those wishing to participate 
in the fastest growing game in America.

If you would like to play Pickleball at Falcon Lake it is impor-
tant that I have your acknowledgment so the administrators of 
the tennis complex realize the demand.

If you are interested please email Nick Yacheson at  
yacheson@mts.net  I will then present the numbers of interested 
participants to the administrators. It could be a small investment 
for considerable gain.

Thank you.
Nick Yacheson
Star Lake  Block 6 Lot 28

Editor’s note: Pickleball is a sport in which two, three, or four 
players use solid paddles made of wood or composite materials 
to hit a perforated polymer ball, similar to a wiffle ball, over a net. 
The sport shares features of other racquet sports, the dimensions 
and layout of a badminton court, and a net and rules similar to 
tennis, with a few modifications. Pickleball was invented in the 
mid 1960s as a children’s backyard pastime but quickly became 
popular among adults as a fun game for players of all levels.

FIRE 
WORKS

ARE 
STRICTLY
PROHIBITED

IN
WHITESHELL

PROV.
PARK 

AND ALL
OF 

MB’S
PARKS
AT ALL 
TIMES

To Report 

 Fires

Call 

1-800

782-0076 
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WCA Members are eligible to register for an account 
on the WCA website and access content such as 

a PDF version of the Whiteshell Echo, member notices, 
and lake director contact information. A member creates 
an account by submitting the form at: http://whiteshell-
cottagers.com/member-registration

Use the same information you used to register for your 

membership. You will be asked to create a username 
and password. Once your information has been submit-
ted, a website administrator will confirm you are a cur-
rent member and approve your registration. Then you 
will be able to log in with the username and password 
you created.

Please note that website administrators are volunteers. 
They will make every attempt to confirm your informa-
tion and open your website account in a timely manner 
(1 to 4 days).

How to Access WCA Member Content  On the WCA Website

Central Whiteshell sailors have a new place to meet fel-
low enthusiasts online.

A Facebook page has been set up to encourage sailors and 
would-be sailors to talk all things nautical on lakes such as 
Jessica, Red Rock, Brereton, White and Big Whiteshell.

The purpose is to talk about local resources, experiences, 
meet-ups and the possibility of training, racing and other 
sailing events.

“There are plenty of older dinghies and catamarans you 
can see on the shores of our lakes, and it would be great to 
see people put them into the water and take up the sport 
again,” said David Bonin, who sails a Nacra 5.7 catamaran 
on Jessica Lake.

While Falcon Lake and West Hawk Lake have yacht clubs, 
there hasn’t been an a�empt to organize sailors in the central 
area of the Whiteshell for many years. But as sailors are a 
friendly bunch, anyone who has an old boat and wants tips 
on how to get it afloat can get help from the group, he adds. 

There is also the possibility of bringing in the Mobile Sailing 
School run by Sail Manitoba in the future, if there is enough 
interest. The mobile school offers both youth and adult les-
sons in small dinghies such as Optimists. 

“West Hawk has revived its sailing culture by having the 
mobile school teach kids and adults for a number of years 
now,” says Susie Strachan, who sails a Byte dinghy on Red 
Rock Lake. “It would be great to see the same happen in this 
section of the Whiteshell.” 

To find Central Whiteshell Sailing on Facebook, see h�ps://
www.facebook.com/groups/374979482573341/ or search for 
the group’s name.

Set sail, Whiteshell

By Central Whiteshell Sailing

David Bonin is skipping and Susie Strachan is on the trapeze on David’s 
Nacra 5.7 catamaran on Jessica Lake Sept. 13. Photo by Gale Bonin.
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TRANSFER STATION HOURS

 North Whiteshell Transfer Stations
Jessica Transfer Station

May 1 - Sept. 30  Thursday - Monday 10 am to 6 pm
Oct. 1 - Oct. 31  Friday - Sunday 10 am - 4:30 pm
Nov. 1 - Mar 31  Sat. 10 am to 4:30 pm
April 1 - April 30  Saturday and Sunday 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Nutimik Transfer Station

May 1 - Sept. 30  Thursday-Monday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Oct. 1 - Oct. 31  Friday - Sunday 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 1 - Mar. 31  Sunday 10 a.m - 4:30 p.m.
April 1 - April 30 Saturday and Sunday 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Whitemouth –Reynolds-North Whiteshell 
Waste Management Facility

May 1 to September 30

Mon, Tues  8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday  11:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Thurs, Fri, Sat  8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

October 1 to April 30

Tues, Thursday 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday   11:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Fri, Sat   8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

For more information contact 204-348-2125.

See Complete Guidelines for Waste Disposal on P. 29

Ser�ing the Whiteshell
and sur�ounding areas

Advertise 
in the Echo 

Contact the editor at 
echo@

whiteshellcottagers.
com

(204) 831-7274
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It feels like forever since 
we have had anything 

to contribute to this pa-
per and we would like to 
apologize. Between an in-
jury Barb suffered, house 
and co�age renovations 
and planning a wedding  
these last 10 months have 
blown by.

We trust everyone had 
a fabulous summer? We 
certainly did!

Our Wedding
We were married here 

at the co�age on Aug. 15, 
and are now officially 
Mr. and Mrs. Bobychuk. 
A big thank you to all of 
our neighbours who put 
up with the planning and 
the weekend of festivities. 
A special thanks to John 
and Nicole Parker, Cheryl 
and Glen Young and Eric 
and Carol Luinenberg 
(Williams) who opened 
up their summer homes 
to our out of town guests 
from Lompoc, Calif., At-
lanta, Ga., Toronto, Cal-
gary and Fargo, ND. An-
other big thank you to 
Lorne Bellan and Bonnie 
Cham for everything from 
the fridge to the dock.

The wedding took place 
on one of the ho�est days 
this summer and although 
it’s still a blur to us, we 
were told everyone had a 
great time. The ceremony 
was performed by Barb’s 
longtime friend, Paul 
Campbell (Hunt Lake), 
and took place on the dock 
with pontoons moored all 
around for the guests to 
stand on. Our children, Jan 
and Mike Melillo stood in 
as our maid of honour and 
best man and Wayne’s 
goddaughter, Kaitlyn Po-
dolchuk carried the rings 
(very carefully) down to 
the dock. We couldn’t 
leave out our longtime 
companion, Nell. She was 
right by our side through-
out, acting as an honorary 
ring bearer. After the cere-
mony the 95 or so in a�en-
dance moved up from the 
water to a covered tent to 
enjoy dinner and dancing. 

(You’re welcome, John).
We were blessed to 

have both of our mothers, 
Kathy Bobychuk and Te-
nie Herzog (retired Parks/
formerly of Seven Sisters 
Falls), as well as family 
and many great friends 

a�end. We love you all 
and thank you so much 
for sharing in our special 
day.

18th Birthdays
The next generation of 

Caddy Lakers celebrat-
ed their coming of age 

18th birthdays this year. 
Happy belated/or-still-
to-come birthday to Zac 
Aminot, Melissa Martin, 
Mitch Feltham, Danni 
Rooney and Blake Young, 
all of whom are very re-
spectful and responsible 

young adults, unlike 
some of their parents at 
that age. C’mon A and A, 
you know it’s true.

Full House
Bellan’s on Block 10 had 

a full house this summer. 
Their youngest son, Jona-
than was a full-time sum-
mer resident, working 
out here before returning 
to school to continue his 
engineering degree. They 
were also blessed with a 
visit from their other two 
sons, Gary and Daniel, 
who are both pursuing 
medical degrees,  and who 
flew in from O�awa.

End of Season 
Celebrations

Year end celebrations 
were held around the lake 
and although rain was in 
the forecast, the weather 
gods were with all of us 
bringing gorgeous day-
time weather. We couldn’t 
have asked for a nicer La-
bour Day weekend to end 
the season. 

Campground Potluck
Caddy Lake Camp-

ground held a get together 
with a potluck dinner on 
the Saturday evening that 
was well a�ended. 
Green Bay Raises Funds 

for Firefighters
Green Bay held its an-

nual two-day event which 
started out with a pancake 
breakfast on Saturday 
morning a�ended by well 
over 150 people. Proceeds 
from that breakfast were 
donated to the South East  
Whiteshell Fire Depart-
ment. We’re told $400 was 
raised. Kudos to all those 
who a�ended. On Satur-
day a new event for the 
kids was held, Green Bay’s 
version of the Amazing 
Race. All participants had 
a great time and this one 
will most likely become 
an annual event. Saturday 
also saw a horseshoe tour-
nament and a bocce ball 
tourney. The event con-
tinued on Sunday with 
beach volleyball and din-
ners held throughout the 
park. Sounds like a great 
weekend was had by 
young and old!

Caddy Lake

By Barb E. and 
Wayne Bobychuk

Continued next page

The happy couple, Wayne and Barb (middle), with their children Jan and Mike.

Wayne and Barb with their mothers Kathy Bobychuk and Tenie Herzog .

The ceremony was performed by Barb’s longtime friend, Paul Campbell (Hunt Lake), and took place 
on the dock with pontoons moored all around for the guests to stand on. 
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Horseshoe Tournament
We enjoyed our annual 

horseshoe tournament 
with the reigning champs, 
Wayne Bobychuk and 
John Rooney, being de-
throned by Bill Klyzub 
(Green Bay) and Joe 
Breland (Ingolf). 

The B-side final was 
very close, but in the end 
Bert Aminot and Glen 
Young (Blk 9) defeated 
our youngest throwers, 
Jenna Martin (Blk 9) and 
DeDe Rooney (Caddy 
Campground). C-side fi-
nal saw another young 
team, Bryce Martin (Blk 9) 
and his friend, Drake Paul 
overtake Jae Eadie (Blk 9) 
and Barb Bobychuk (Blk 
10) in a close match.

When all was said and 
done the overall theme 
was friendship and cama-
raderie. There were no los-
ers. We ended the evening 
with a potluck dinner for 
39 at the Aminot’s. As al-
ways, a big thanks to Bert 
and Nicole for le�ing us 
take over their garage for 
dinner; to the Feltham’s 
for the use of their home 
during the event; Trevor 
and Wayne for organizing 
another successful tourna-
ment; Ali for all of your 
help ge�ing the word out; 
Harry, Bob, Trevor, John 
and Wayne for building a 
second pit (without that, 
we would have been play-
ing  until midnight); and 
last,  but not least, for all 
those who participated, 
without you this event 
could not have taken 
place. A special shout out 
to Team Holte who ar-
rived in matching T-shirts 
representing Block 5. Still 
smiling about those, Bill 
and Rose!

Lone Wolf
We’ll end with an animal 

theme. There has been an 
elusive lone wolf roam-
ing around the lake. He’s 
been seen by many, espe-
cially those with dogs, and 
thanks to Bert Aminot we 
finally have a picture to 
share. Bert saw him near 
Green Bay the first week 
of September and remem-
bered we were looking 
for a picture. Have to feel 

sorry for the poor wolf be-
ing kicked out of his pack. 
Just a reminder that he is 
out there and you should 
keep your pets in sight.

Another 
Fabulous Season

Cheers to another fabu-
lous season at the lake. For 
all that have celebrated 
a special event, to those 
that will be celebrating, 
congrats. Here’s hoping 
everyone stays happy and 
healthy over the winter 
months. Take care of each 
other and we’ll see you 
next year!

Contact Me
We are always looking 

for contributions/pictures 
for this article. If you have 
anything that you would 
like to share, please email 
caddylake@shaw.ca

Caddy Lake  Continued from page 12 

A-Side Champs, Joe Breland (Ingolf) and Bill Klyzub (Green 
Bay).

A-Side Runner-ups, John Rooney (Caddy Lake Campground) 
and Wayne Bobychuk (Blk 10).

B-Side Winners, Bert Aminot and Glen Young (Blk 9). B-Side Runner-ups, Jenna Martin (Blk 9) and DeDe Rooney 
(Caddy Lake Campground).

C-Side Winners, Bryce Martin (Blk 9) and Drake Paul. C-Side Runner-ups, Jae Eadie (Blk 9) and Barb Bobychuk 
(Blk 10).

Horseshoe players and spectators. Missing: John Rooney, Pauline Fia and Bonnie Cham.

Our lone wolf.
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Hello everyone. I have 
some interesting news 

from West Hawk Lake but 
first I should introduce my-
self as this is my first a�empt 
for the Echo. My name is John 
Bell and Mary and I obtained 
our lot in Li�le Indian Bay on 
the very east side of the lake 
in 1956. We spent our first 
summer here in 1958.  There 
was no power in the area, 
including West Hawk town. 
Moreover we had to access 
our camp by boat from Mc-
Dougals Landing. It was very 
exciting what with boating, 
kerosene lamps, the wildlife 
and the mosquitos and bugs 
let, alone the isolation. Our 
only neighbors were Cliff 
and Lil Leach whom many of 
you will remember I am sure. 
Our four children Gayleen, 
John, Paul and Russell grew 
up here.

The first thing I would like 
to mention is the great content 
of the last number of issues of 
the Echo. This is a tribute to 
all the contributors and espe-
cially to President Klass. He 
is also trying desperately to 
establish a dialogue with the 
NDP government. Unfortu-
nately this has not yet borne 
fruit, but I keep hoping. 

Condolences
I am saddened to report 

that Anne Grape, daugh-
ter of Dr. Walton who was a 
pioneer here, passed away 
last winter. She and Jim had 
taken over the co�age. Over 
in the bay towards McDou-
gal Landing I have learned 
that Bishop Duncan Wallace 
passed away on June 22. My 
condolences to Mary and the 
family. 

Newcomers
On a happier side I am 

pleased to advise that the 
Toshack co�age next door  
was taken over several years 
ago by son Gyl and wife 
Leslie with their family and 
grand children. It is very nice 
to have the family here. 

On the big island out in 
front of us, many daring 
swimmers still come to climb 
the high cliff on the north side 
to jump and dive into the wa-
ter. I estimate it would be over 
40 feet or 13 meters high.

Plenty of Fish
I talked to Kevin Dyck at 

the fish hatchery by McDou-
gals Landing and he stated 
that they have stocked over 
11.2 million walleye or pick-
erel in the Whiteshell Park 
and other areas this year. 
One million were placed in 
Falcon, 400,000 in Barren and 
300,000 in Caddy and many 
other lakes. They do not stock 

West Hawk in part because 
our lake is the headwater 
for the hatchery and it could 
spread disease. He estimates 
survival rate may be five per 
cent. According to Kevin, 
West Hawk has a healthy fish 
population, especially lake 
trout, which feed mainly on 
the cisco or tulabee. I have 
come across schools of cisco 
with my depth finder on (and 
in deep water). My depth 
finder suddenly registered a 
depth of several feet over the 
school —quite startling. 

The Mystery of 
Li�le Indian Bay

I do have a story about our 
bay which began in the early 
1980s which I have titled The 
Mystery of Li�le Indian Bay. 
I will relate the first half here 
in this edition of the Echo as 
follows: 

The following notes cover 
sightings of unusual lights 
and (other phenomenon) at 
West Hawk Lake looking east 
into Li�le Indian Bay. The 
foot of the bay is in Ontario 
and the stream emptying 
into the bay is the Whiteshell 
River. This river meanders 
east from South Gundy Lake, 
usually called Tannis Lake, 
about seven miles, then north 
several miles to the foot of 
Li�le Indian Bay. The area is 
approximately eight by five 
miles, is very isolated, rocky 
and swampy. There are few 
trails or roads traversing the 
area except to some old lum-
bered areas (in Ontario) close 
to West Hawk Lake. 

In the early 1980s my wife 
and I paddled in our canoe 
to the middle of the bay in 
the late evening to observe 
the stars and in particular 
the manned satellite. It was 
a clear night except for some 
distant clouds in the east and 
we enjoyed the sights. How-
ever there was a very bright 
area behind Li�le Indian Bay. 
It was low in the sky. We sup-
posed it was reflection of the 

lights of the city of Kenora 
which is 30 miles to the east 
but the brightness almost pre-
cluded such a phenomenon 
The incident was eventually 
forgo�en.

Unknown to us, a sighting 
of strange lights such as what 
we had seen was made by a 
friend (Cec Duncan) across 
the lake on July 23, 1988. Cec, 
who is a Manitoba Land Sur-
veyor, made a very detailed 
report and this report was 
forwarded to the Manitoba 
Government. Following is a 
summary:

I was awakened at two a.m. 
by my son who was sleep-
ing on the veranda saying 
he could see something he 
thought was a fire across the 
lake. I first saw it as a very 
bright light shining through 
the tree tops behind Li�le In-
dian Bay co�ages (Block 11). 
As my wife and I watched the 
light varied in intensity and 
slowly dimmed to a wider 
glow beyond the trees. We 
speculated that a co�age was 
on fire at Long Lake but had 
been extinguished. However 
the light had not flickered like 
a fire and was much more in-
tense and directional. I went 
to phone the RCMP but was 
called back by my wife say-
ing that it was back. This time 
the light was in the air above 
the tree tops about the same 
distance visually as the height 
between the shoreline and the 
tree tops. With the light being 
well up above the trees we dis-
missed the idea of a fire. With 
the aid of binoculars we were 
able to discern an oval shape 
to the light mass, but we were 
looking through screen so we 
went down to the end of our 
dock (joined now by our sec-
ond son Rob). Through the 
binoculars I could see the oval 
shape was on end and there 
was a distinct row of some 
six to eight light sources in a 
crescent shape along the left 
or north side from top to bot-
tom. The object stayed in this 

position in the sky for some 
five minutes, then slowly de-
scended back behind the trees 
on the ridge. At the tree tops 
and afterwards it was exactly 
the same as we had originally 
seen it. As the light glowed 
behind the trees we noticed a 
second light source about 10 
degrees to the south, similar 
in size, which began to move 
northward.

For the next 10 minutes, as 
the main glow slowly faded, 
the second light source moved 
across the path of the first 
light source at the same visual 
height. It would occasionally 
go out and reappear either 
north or south of where it was 
previously. It also gained in-
tensity and lengthened from 
time to time and flashed into 
our eyes as if turning. It even-
tually disappeared at a point 
about 10 degrees north of the 
first light source. Rob and 
I sat out on the dock for an-
other 20 minutes but nothing 
else appeared. During this 
time the sky was mostly clear, 
there was a light warm south 
wind, the moon was down 
in the west and all stars were 
visible.

The next day we were in 
Falcon Lake and stopped at 
the RCMP office. They had 
no record of any reports of 
lights, nor had they been 
notified of any search opera-
tion, downed aircraft or the 
like in our described viewing 
area. The officer suggested 
we check at the West Hawk 
Administration Office. There 
they also had no reports but 
took a statement from me.

Several years later, after the 
above report (of which I was 
not aware of at the time), I 
planned a hike from the “rest 
hut” across the bay to go east. 
This “hut” is the terminus of 
the Natural Resources hiking 
trail that goes around WHL on 
the east side from Hunt Lake. 
It is about six miles long. The 
trail continued east into On-

tario but was li�le used and 
difficult to follow and went 
to where we did not know. 
My neighbour, Pat Booth and 
several of her children and 
their dog and my daughter 
and son and dog Smokey 
planned to follow this trail to 
find its destination. We pad-
dled our canoes across the 
bay and started our hike with 
excitement. After more than 
an hour of sometimes travers-
ing difficult terrain, rocks and 
trees and bushes we came 
to a stream which had to be 
the Whiteshell River. We had 
gone mostly southeast from 
West Hawk Lake. There were 
three or four long logs form-
ing a bridge crossing the river 
over which we proceeded. 
The path seemed to disap-
pear on the other side despite 
our searching over the hill-
side but we did come across 
the remains of a miners dig 
in rock. He had blasted a hole 
about four by six feet that was 
some eight feet deep in solid 
rock. In the bo�om was an 
old rusty pail and a broken ax 
and surprisingly no animal 
remains. 

e decided to hike back to 
the bridge to return home. As 
we neared the bridge a series 
of five rifle shots rang out not 
far upstream. They were close 
and thoroughly frightened us 
all so we proceeded quickly 
over the bridge. Again the five 
shots were repeated and we 
were happy we were on our 
way back going away from 
these shots. We supposed that 
some hunters were in the area 
yet it was not hunting season. 
It also was strange that any-
one was in this isolated area 
and also that they did not 
hear and acknowledge us. At 
any rate, we returned to our 
canoes, paddled home and 
slowly forgot the incident. 
I was also concerned about 
our dog, Smokey, who had 
chased some animal way out 
to the south in the bush. He 
had not returned. At least he 
could swim home. That eve-
ning Smokey returned about 
10 p.m, totally worn out and 
wet. He did not even eat his 
supper but collapsed to rest 
and sleep. I expect he was 
quite stiff the next day. To Be 
Continued.

Contact Me
If anyone has information 

about West Hawk Lake for 
the next Echo please send it to 
johnbell@mts.net . In closing 
I would like to inform those 
that don’t know that the West 
Hawk Post Office is now in 
the CBC store, opposite the 
main beach, with Jeane�e in 
charge.

West Hawk Lake and The Mystery of Little Indian Bay

By John Bell

Photo above by Debbie Votey of Red Rock Lake was the first place winner in the Action Cat-
egory of the 2012 Whiteshell Cottagers Association Photo Contest. For details and entry form 
for this year’s contest, with more than $700 in prizes, see page 15. 
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Otter Falls

Summer has wound 
down, kids are back 

in school and we will 
have winter upon us be-
fore we know it. I hope 
your summer was terrif-
ic with many wonderful 
memories made.

Fish Fry
July 11 was the annual 

“all-you-can-eat fish fry” 
at the O�er Falls Restau-
rant. Although the res-
taurant was not to open 
until 4 p.m., crowds 
had started gathering 
at about 3 p.m. It was 
a hot, muggy day, but 
when the doors finally 
opened, we saw a long 
table of salads, fries, fish 
and condiments and an-
other table with desserts. 
We seemed to forget the 
long wait, and it was 
very good and certainly 
did not disappoint. 

Family Time
We had most of our 

family out to the co�age 
in August, and five of our 
seven grandchildren were 
able to get together at the 
same time. This is not an 
easy feat due to the vary-
ing family activities and 
distance to travel. Their 

ages range from three to 
thirteen, and they all had 
a blast. Even one of our 
granddogs, Gria, got into 
kayaking. 

I would really like to in-
clude news and pictures 
from other co�agers in 
O�er Falls, so please send 
me your items of interest. 
My contact information 
is in the second last para-
graph. In the meantime 
I will just have to give 
you my own news and 
views.. 

Citizens on Patrol
The North Whiteshell 

Citizens on Patrol mem-
bers travel from Eleanor 
Lake to Betula Lake from 
October to May, check-
ing on co�ages to make 
sure nothing looks amiss. 
They work closely with 
the RCMP and park pa-
trols, in keeping criminal 
activity at a minimum, 
thus protecting this area. 
They are funded solely 
by donations received 
from area residents and 

co�age owners and they 
could really use your fi-
nancial support. Please 
consider mailing a dona-
tion to: 

North Whiteshell 
300 Group – COPP

P.O. Box 157
Seven Sisters Falls, MB 

R0E 1Y0
The funds donated go 

to pay for gas for their 
vehicles, so that your cot-
tage and mine can be pa-
trolled.

Got Ghouls?
With Halloween fast 

approaching, we hope all 
the children collect their 
bounty while staying   
safe. If you have pictures 
of the li�le ones (big ones 
too) that you would like 
to share with Echo read-
ers, please send them to 
me and they just might 
make it into the Decem-
ber issue of the Echo. Be 
mindful that long cos-
tumes can cause tripping 
and masks can block a 
good deal of their vision.
AED at O�er Falls Store

Evelyn Howie contact-
ed me to say that there is 
now an AED (Automat-
ed External Defibrillator) 
located at the O�er Falls 
Store. It has been donat-
ed by the Kevin Howie 
Search and Rescue Fund 
for the use of the public.

This is wonderful news 
and if it saves even one 
life, it has more than 
served its purpose. How 
fortunate we are to have 
one so close to our cot-
tages. Many thanks to 
the Kevin Howie Fund 
for this lifesaving dona-
tion.

By Diane Dreikluft
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Next Echo 
Deadline is 

Nov.1, 2015, 
for the 

Dec., 2015 
issue

Contact
The Editor

echo@whiteshellcottagers.com 

You can write for the 
Whiteshell Echo

We welcome 
contributors 
from across 

Whiteshell Park 
— students to seniors 
Contact the editor at

echo@whiteshellcottagers.com

Gria, one of our ‘granddogs,’ enjoys time in the kayak.

Continued next page
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Meet and Greet 
Your Neighbour

Keith and Nila Mac-
Farlane are located in 
Block 5.

Keith’s parents, Doug 
and Dorothy, purchased 
the co�age in 1973. Nila 
shared that Dorothy en-
joyed identifying all the 
different kinds of flow-
ers and was an avid blue-
berry picker. She was 
a good cook and made 
some tasty treats.

Keith and Nila said 
that in the early 1980s 
his parents found some 
artifacts at the falls when 
the water level was low. 
These included different 
bo�les and some square 
nails, likely from the time 
of the fur traders.

Keith and Nila honey-
mooned at the co�age 
and what a lovely loca-
tion it was. Keith built a 
beautiful patio overlook-
ing the water, and the for-
est-like front yard simply 
adds to the charm.

They have done some 
renovating and different 
projects over the years, 
which makes it even 
more pleasant to expe-
rience. “It never ends”, 
Keith said, referring to 
the renovating. Recently 
they put in a new fire-
place and enjoyed roast-
ing marshmallows with 
their grandchildren.

Nila mentioned how 
much she enjoys the 
Trans-Canada Trail. She 
often jogs there and she 
and Keith go for many 
nature-filled walks.

They enjoy going for 
canoe rides and sail as 
often as they can. What 
awesome scenery!

Thanksgivings are nor-
mally spent at the co�age 
and they realize they 
have a lot to be thankful 
for.

Their daughter, Laurel, 
was in from out of prov-
ince and she mentioned 
that when she was walk-
ing the trail, she encoun-
tered a deer, so close that 
she could have reached 
out and touched it. Once 
the deer realized that she 
posed no threat, it wan-

dered off. It’s not often 
one gets that near to the 
wildlife.

Laurel recounted that 
when she was ten years 
old, she swam across the 
water to the other side of 
the lake. “I felt so proud” 
she commented. We ap-
plaud her accomplish-
ment at such a young 
age.

The picture of the Mac-
Farlane family shows 
Keith and Nila, daughter 
and son in law, Laurel 
and Nick and grandchil-
dren Nolan and Char-
lo�e.

Autumn is Here
It is becoming more 

difficult to find people 
down at their co�ages 
now that fall is here.

If you would like to be 
featured in an upcom-
ing issue, please contact 
me at 204-791-0104 or 
dianedreikluft@mymts.
net and we can set up an 
interview at a time conve-
nient for you. Otherwise, 
I just might show up at 
your co�age unexpect-
edly to interview you!

Until next time, keep 
well and stay safe.

Otter Falls Continued From Page 18

Five of our seven grandchildren, ages three to thirteen, were able to get together at the same time at the cottage this summer.

The MacFarlane family; Keith and Nila, daughter and son in law, Laurel and Nick and grandchil-
dren Nolan and Charlotte.

A big crowd came out for the annual all-you-can-eat fish fry.
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Nutimik Lake 

What an amazing 
summer. I am 

sad that we have to get 
back into routine and 
school!  We had some 
great weather, and 
some hot, humid days, 
which were a li�le too 
hot for me, but I won’t 
complain, as I know that 
winter is just around 
the corner.  Summer is 
my favourite season, es-
pecially because we are 
always surrounded by 
family and good friends 
at the co�age.  

Like the majority 
of you, we spent our 
days at the cabin filled 
with activities; hiking, 
tubing, boating, fish-
ing, blueberry pick-
ing, painting po�ery, 
exploring, swimming, 
SUPing and many days 
were spent on the beach 
playing in the sand. This 
summer we even had 
an impromptu beach 
dance party with the 
kids, which was a lot of 
fun.  

Rock picking
The summer started 

off with the water be-
ing low enough that 
once your boat was 
launched at first beach, 
there was potential for 
the bo�om of your boat 
to hit the sand. Dave 
was worried about hit-
ting a rock along the 
bo�om so he threw on 
a pair of waders and 
picked the rocks out 
from under the bridge 
and up the creek.

Happy 25th 
Anniversary! 

A happy 25th anni-
versary goes to Don 
and Joanne Burnside of 
Block 3. On July 14 they 
held an outdoor party to 
celebrate, which quick-
ly turned into a garage 
party when it started 
to rain.  All those in at-
tendance didn’t let the 
rain dampen their spir-
its and fun was had by 
all!  May you two have 
many more years of 
happiness!

Storms, storms and 
more storms

We had our fair share 
of storms this summer. 
We enjoyed watch-
ing the lightning and 
listening to the thun-
der while si�ing in 
our shed. At the end 
of July, shortly after a 
storm came through, 
the police were on our 
block. They came out to 
guard a hydro line that 
started sparking when 
a tree fell on it.  A Man-
itoba Hydro employee 
came out shortly after 
and cut the tree down.

11th Annual Kevin 
Howie Memorial 

Search and Rescue 
Fun Garage Sale

The 11th Annual 
Kevin Howie Memo-
rial Search and Rescue 
Fund (KHMSRF) Ga-
rage Sale was another 
huge success! Hun-
dreds of people made 
their way to the garage 
sale to shop and over 
$3,000 was raised to 
go towards the fund!  
Thank you to everyone 
who donated items, 
helped set up, helped 
clean up and volun-
teered their time dur-
ing the sale.  Brian and 
Nancy Jo Howie’s ga-
rage is turned into a 
drop off and organizing 
depot all summer for 
the garage sale. They 
spend the majority of 
their summer pricing 

and organizing all the 
items that are donated. 
A big thank you goes 
out to the Howies for 
starting Kevin’s fund 
and keeping the garage 
sale going each year.  

This year after the 
garage sale, a spon-
taneous ladder golf 
tournament occurred.  
Jeff Pleskach and Al-
lan Howie won the 
first (hopefully an-
nual) KHMSRF ladder 
golf tournament. A last 
minute trophy wreath 
was made out of some 
Christmas decora-
tions.  

Smokey’s Birthday
The Whiteshell Mu-

seum once again held 
a birthday party for 
Smokey the Bear.  The 
party included fire 
trivia, a water balloon 
toss and a firefighting 
equipment demon-
stration by the Rennie 
fire crew. All the kids 
enjoyed the demon-
stration, and they all 
had a turn at holding 
a working fire hose 
and ge�ing a feel for 
what it’s like to fight 
a forest fire. (Minus 
the long trek into the 
bush carrying the hose 
on their backs and, of 
course, minus the fire). 
Surprisingly, only one 
mom got soaking wet.

Safety at Nutimik
In case some of you 

missed the news this 

summer, I just wanted 
everyone to be aware 
that there was a man 
arrested in August at 
the campground beach 
for taking pictures of 
children. At the time 
of this incident, he was 
facing charges of pos-
sessing child pornogra-
phy that went back to 
2011.  I let my children 
have more freedom at 
the lake than at home, 
but this reminded me 
to always be aware of 
our surroundings, no 
ma�er where we are.

Road Hockey Game 
Takes Over 

Tennis Courts
On the September 

long weekend kids (and 

a few adults) from the 
seasonal campground 
took over the tennis 
courts for road hockey.  
It was a fun afternoon 
for all, except for one 
adult who took a ball 
on the nose.
Send Me Your News
If you have stories or 

pictures of your sum-
mer holidays, or news 
or events that you 
would like to share, 
please email me at 
kerrilaw@mymts.net 
or stop by our cabin at 
Block 4, Lot 15.

Enjoy the fall!

By Kerri Pleskach

On the September long weekend the tennis courts were taken over by ball hockey.

Addison is a mermaid!

See pictures next page
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Camp Nutimik: An Invitation to Dinner

Our summer program is over 
at Camp Nutimik for an-

other year, but rental groups still 
fill our camp most weekends, 
and quite a few days during the 
week, into November before we 
get a significant break.  On the 
weekend I wrote this, one of our 
groups was out in our playing 
field making noise about 12:30 
a.m.  I would have liked to pull 
the pillow over my head, but I 
was certain that if I did, I would 
be fielding a telephone call from 
one of our co�age neighbours 
the next morning, commenting 
on the noise.

And so, I’ve been thinking 
about winter, and our neigh-
bours.  As a camp, we know 
we do some things that can be 
disruptive to our neighbours if 
we don’t properly manage both 
our camp kids and our rental 
groups. We really do want to be 
good neighbours, and we hope 
our neighbours will be friendly 
to us as well.  I think that all the 
camps and resorts in the park 
see the value of ge�ing along 
with those living around them.  

But gracious “neighbouring” 
can be difficult. How do we work 
cooperatively to solve problems 
and disagreements, and chal-
lenge others’ development plans 
when they create conflict with 

us? How can we discern whether 
another’s actions are malicious, 
or whether they simply haven’t 
thought through how they are 
affecting us?

All these things are more dif-
ficult when they involve strang-
ers.  Conflicts take on a different 
tone when they’re with someone 
we know.  It’s often easier to be 
gracious with those you know 
and like than to offer the same 
understanding to a stranger.  I 
think we serve each other and 
ourselves well when we make 
the effort to get to know each 
other, and hospitality is a good 
way to get to know others for 
who they are.

A few years ago, Camp Nu-
timik did not have a particular-
ly good name with our neigh-
bours.  We resolved to change 
that to the best of our ability, 

and one initiative we took was 
to hold regular community din-
ners and invite our neighbours.  
Several of them join us regular-
ly, and others come at least once 
in a while.  We’ve been able to 
get to know them, and they 
have been able to spend time 
with each other.  The dinners 
are relaxed and fun evenings 
that draw people from as far 
away as Betula Lake and Elea-
nor Lake on occasion.  

We invite you to join us for 
dinner this winter!  Camp Nu-
timik’s community dinners 
will be held on the third Thurs-
day of each month through the 
winter (except December). This 
year’s dates are Oct. 15, Nov. 
19, Jan. 21, Feb. 18, and March 
17. We charge $10 per person 
to cover the cost of making the 
meal, $5 for children under 12.  

If you plan to join us please call 
the camp office at 204-348-2551 
no later than lunch time the day 
of the dinner, so we know how 
much food to cook.

We appreciate our neigh-
bours!  We’ve enjoyed ge�ing 
to know them through dinners, 
back-fence chats, C.O.P. events, 
dump runs, and all the other 
places we bump into them. 
There are a lot of good people 
on Nutimik Lake, and we’re 
privileged to be part of their 
community.  

We hope you learn to appreci-
ate your neighbours, too.  Take 
advantage of events like Camp 
Nutimik’s community dinners, 
or organize your own way to 
meet your neighbours.  Instead 
of communities of strangers, 
our co�age blocks can be true 
neighbourhoods.

Nutimik Lake continued

Tubing good times. 

Fire equipment demonstration at Whiteshell Museum. Beach dance party.

Joanne and Don Burnsides’ 25th Anniversary.

By Peter Bergs
Camp Director, Camp Nutimik

Kitchen Manager, Darlene Bergs. Some happy campers enjoy dessert.
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Roast Turkey and Gravy
One of the secrets to a moist, delicious turkey is spreading 
butter under the skin. 
You can season the butter any way you want.

Makes 16 Servings

Ingredients 
2 tablespoons kosher salt 
1 tablespoon ground black pepper 
1 tablespoon poultry seasoning 
1 (12 pound) whole turkey, neck and giblets reserved 
2 onions, coarsely chopped 
3 ribs celery, coarsely chopped 
2 carrots, coarsely chopped 
3 sprigs fresh rosemary 
1/2 bunch fresh sage 
1/2 cup butter 
1 bay leaf 
6 cups water 
2 tablespoons turkey fat 
1 tablespoon butter 
1/4 cup all-purpose flour 
3 cups turkey pan drippings 
1/4 teaspoon balsamic vinegar (optional) 
1 tablespoon chopped fresh sage 
salt and ground black pepper to taste

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C).
2. Mix 2 tablespoons salt, and 1 tablespoon pepper, and poultry 
seasoning in a small bowl. Tuck turkey wings under the bird, and 
season cavity with about 1 tablespoon of the poultry seasoning 
mixture. Reserve remaining poultry seasoning mix.
3. Toss the onion, celery, and carrots together in a bowl. Stuff 
about 1/2 cup of the vegetable mixture, rosemary sprigs, and 1/2 
bunch sage into the cavity of the turkey. Tie legs together with 
kitchen string. Loosen the skin on top of the turkey breast using 
fingers or a small spatula. Place about 2 tablespoons butter under 
the skin and spread evenly. Spread the remaining butter (about 2 
tablespoons) all over the outside of the skin. Sprinkle the outside 
of the turkey with the remaining poultry seasoning mix.
4. Spread the remaining onion, celery, and carrots into a large 
roasting pan. Place the turkey on top of the vegetables. Fill the 
pan with about 1/2 inch of water. Arrange a sheet of aluminum foil 
over the breast of the turkey.
5. Roast the turkey in the preheated oven until no longer pink at 
the bone and the juices run clear, about 3 1/2 hours. An instant-
read thermometer inserted into the thickest part of the thigh, near 
the bone should read 165 degrees F (75 degrees C). Remove the 
foil during the last hour of cooking. Baste the turkey with the pan 
juices.
6. While the turkey is roasting, make stock: place neck, heart, and 
gizzards in a saucepan with the bay leaf and water. Simmer over 
medium heat for 2 hours. Strain the turkey giblets from the stock, 
and discard giblets. There should be at least 4 cups of stock.
7. Remove the turkey from the oven, cover with a doubled sheet 
of aluminum foil, and allow to rest in a warm area for 10 to 15 
minutes before slicing. Pour the pan juices, about 3 cups, into 
a saucepan and set aside. Skim off the turkey fat from the pan 
juices, reserving about 2 tablespoons.
8. Heat 2 tablespoons of the turkey fat and 1 tablespoon butter in 
a saucepan over medium heat. Transfer the onion from the roast-
ing pan into the skillet. Cook and stir until the onion is browned, 
about 5 minutes, then stir in the flour. Continue to cook and stir 
for about 5 minutes more; whisk in 4 cups of the skimmed turkey 
stock and the reserved pan juices until smooth; skim off any foam. 
Stir in the balsamic vinegar. Simmer until the gravy is thickened, 
whisking constantly, about 10 minutes. Stir in 1 tablespoon of 
chopped sage, and season to taste with salt and black pepper.

Grilled Turkey
The turkey drippings may be used to prepare a gravy by plac-
ing a metal pan under the turkey inside the roasting pan, and 
mixing in about 1/2 cup water, adding more water as neces-
sary to prevent the drippings from scorching. Remove the 
pan about 30 minutes before the turkey is done cooking.

Makes 18 Servings

Ingredients 
12 pounds whole turkey 
1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
1 teaspoon Italian seasoning 
salt and pepper to taste

Directions
1. Prepare an outdoor grill for indirect medium-high heat.
2. Rinse turkey and pat dry. Turn wings back to hold neck skin in 
place. Return legs to tucked position. Brush turkey with oil. Sea-
son inside and out with Italian seasonings, salt, and pepper.
3. Place turkey, breast side up, on a metal grate inside a large 
roasting pan. Arrange pan on the prepared grill. Grill 2 to 3 hours, 
to an internal thigh temperature of 180 degrees F (85 degrees C). 
Remove turkey from grill and let stand 15 minutes before carving.

Deep-Fried Turkey
Deep-fry the turkey in either peanut oil or vegetable oil. 

Makes 16 Servings

Ingredients
3 gallons peanut oil for frying, or as needed 
1 (12 pound) whole turkey, neck and giblets removed 
1/4 cup Creole seasoning
1 white onion

Directions
1. In a large stockpot or turkey fryer, heat oil to 400 degrees F 
(200 degrees C). Be sure to leave room for the turkey, or the oil 
will spill over. Layer a large platter with food-safe paper bags.
2. Rinse turkey, and thoroughly pat dry with paper towels. Rub 
Creole seasoning over turkey inside and out. Make sure the hole 
at the neck is open at least 2 inches so the oil can flow freely 
through the bird.
3. Place the whole onion and turkey in drain basket. The turkey 
should be placed in basket neck end first. Slowly lower basket into 
hot oil to completely cover turkey. Maintain the temperature of the 
oil at 350 degrees F (175 degrees C), and cook turkey for 3 1/2 
minutes per pound, about 45 minutes.
4. Carefully remove basket from oil, and drain turkey. Insert a meat 
thermometer into the thickest part of the thigh; the internal tem-
perature must be 180 degrees F (80 degrees C). Finish draining 
turkey on the prepared platter.

WHAT’S COOKING?  THANKSGIVING DINNER
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Everything Turkey Stuffing
Makes 12 Servings

Ingredients 
1 cup water 
2 1/2 cups uncooked wild rice 
1/2 cup butter 
1 pound ground pork sausage 
2 1/2 cups chopped onions 
2 cups chopped celery 
2 1/2 cups chopped mushrooms 
1 1/2 teaspoons dried thyme 
1 1/2 teaspoons dried rosemary 
2 teaspoons salt 
1 1/2 teaspoons pepper 
6 cups cubed whole wheat bread 
2 large Rome beauty apples - peeled, cored, and chopped 
1 cup raisins 
1 (14.5 ounce) can chicken broth

Directions
1. In a medium saucepan, boil water and stir in wild rice. Reduce 
heat. Cover, and simmer 45 minutes, until water has been ab-
sorbed and rice is tender.
2. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
3. Melt butter in a large, heavy skillet over medium heat. Stir 
in sausage, onions, and celery. Cook until sausage is evenly 
browned, 10 to 12 minutes. Drain, and stir in mushrooms, thyme, 
and rosemary. Continue cooking about 2 minutes, until mush-
rooms are lightly browned. Remove from heat, and season with 
salt and pepper.
4. In a large bowl, mix the sausage mixture with the cooked rice, 
whole wheat bread, apples, and raisins. Gradually blend in chick-
en broth until mixture is moistened.
5. Transfer mixture to a large baking dish. Bake 30 minutes in the 
preheated oven, until lightly browned.

Pineapple Stuffing
Makes 5 Servings

Ingredients       
1/2 cup margarine 
1 cup white sugar 
4 eggs 
1 (20 ounce) can crushed pineapple, drained 
5 slices white bread, cubed

Directions 
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease a 9 
inch baking pan.
2. In a mixing bowl, cream margarine and sugar. Beat in the eggs 
one at a time, then add the pineapple and bread cubes.
3. Bake in a 350 degree oven for one hour. Let sit a few minutes to 
firm up before serving

Potatoes Supreme
Makes 8 Servings

Ingredients
8 potatoes, peeled and cubed 
1 (10.75 ounce) can condensed cream of chicken soup, undiluted 
1 1/2 cups shredded Cheddar cheese 
1 cup sour cream 
1 small onion, chopped 
3 green onions, 
chopped salt and ground black pepper to taste 
1 1/2 cups shredded Cheddar cheese

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Lightly grease 
a 9x13-inch baking dish.
2. Place potatoes in a saucepan and cover with water; bring to a 
boil. Cover and cook until almost tender, 7 to 12 minutes; drain 
and cool.
3. Combine soup, 1 1/2 cups Cheddar cheese, sour cream, green 
onions, salt, and pepper in a large bowl; fold in potatoes. Place 
mixture in prepared baking dish and sprinkle with remaining 1 1/2 
cups Cheddar cheese.
4. Bake in preheated oven until heated through and cheese is 
melted, 25 to 30 minutes.

Garlicky Potatoes
Makes 8 Servings

Ingredients
2 quarts chicken broth 
5 pounds potatoes, peeled and quartered 
5 cloves garlic, chopped 
1 cup heavy cream 
1/2 cup sour cream 
3 tablespoons chopped fresh chives 
1/2 teaspoon salt  1/4 cup melted butter

Directions
1. Bring chicken broth to a boil. Add potatoes and cook until tender 
but still firm, about 15 minutes; drain, reserving broth.
2. Stir in garlic, cream and 1 to 2 tablespoons broth; mash until 
creamy. Blend in sour cream, chives, salt and butter. Heat through 
and serve.

Slow Cooker Mashed Potatoes
Makes 8 Servings

Ingredients
5 pounds red potatoes, cut into chunks 
1 tablespoon minced garlic, or to taste 
3 cubes chicken bouillon 
1 (8 ounce) container sour cream 
1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese, softened 
1/2 cup butter 
salt and pepper to taste

Directions
1. In a large pot of lightly salted boiling water, cook the potatoes, 
garlic, and bouillon until potatoes are tender but firm, about 15 
minutes. Drain, reserving water. In a bowl, mash potatoes with 
sour cream and cream cheese, adding reserved water as needed 
to attain desired consistency.
2. Transfer the potato mixture to a slow cooker, cover, and cook on 
Low for 2 to 3 hours. Just before serving, stir in butter and season 
with salt and pepper to taste.

WHAT’S COOKING? THANKSGIVING DINNER



24    WHITESHELL ECHO   OCTOBER  2015  

Hi everyone. Well, 
the summer of 

2015 is over. Wow, 
where did it go? I hope 
that everyone enjoyed 
their time off either at 
the lake or enjoyed their 
travels elsewhere. It was 
a pre�y good summer 
in the weather depart-
ment with some hot, hu-
mid days and also some 
wet, cold and windy 
ones. Those wicked 
nor’westerly winds 
played havoc with my 
plants on the deck more 
than once. We can be 
thankful for all the rain 
we have had, especially 
when you look at B.C., 
Alberta and the western 
U.S. Our forest fire risk 
has been low most of 
the summer, reducing 
the risk of the devastat-
ing forest fires that have 
occurred elsewhere and 
the great loss of proper-
ty, forest and wildlife.

Loons at Last
I have not seen loons 

around our bay for a few 
years. This year, much to 
our delight, we have seen 
four loons gently swim-
ming and diving in the 
bay. Whether they are a 
“family” or a “gang” of 
loons, who knows, but 
it is very special to see 
them again. For anyone 
who spends time in the 
Whiteshell or in the Ca-
nadian north country, 
the solitary haunting 
call of the common loon 
is part of the experience 
and the spirit of the area. 
As you all may be aware, 
the great northern loon 
is the provincial bird of 
Ontario and is depicted 
on the Canadian one 
dollar coin, affection-
ately known as the ‘Loo-
nie.’
Lots of Lady’s Slipper
I have noticed on my 

daily walks this year 
an abundance of lady’s 
slipper along highway 
307. The lady’s slipper is 
a variety of the wild or-
chid family. It is named 
for its shoe shaped blos-

soms. There are six dis-
tinct species of lady’s 
slipper in Manitoba as 
well as a couple of re-
cently discovered hy-
brids. They range from 
quite common varieties 
to fairly rare ones with 
one variety classed as 
endangered. Some  be-
gin  blooming in late 
May but most flower in 
June or early July. The 
most common variety is 
the yellow lady’s slipper 
of which there are two 
sub-varieties, northern 
small and large yel-
low. The yellow lady’s 
slipper grows in a va-
riety of habitat such as 
meadows, forests, black 
spruce and tamarack 
bogs as well as disturbed 
areas such as roadside 
ditches. They may grow 
as single plants about 
20-40 cm tall or if the 
environment is suit-
able, may develop into 
large clumps. The pink 
lady’s slipper or moc-
casin flower is found 
throughout the cen-
tral forested part of the 
province, particularly 
in the jack pine forests 
of eastern Manitoba. 
The small white lady’s 
slipper is a much rarer 
variety. Since 1992, it 
has been designated 
by Manitoba as endan-
gered. The only lady’s 
slipper found in north-
ern Manitoba is the 
Franklin’s lady’s slipper 
named after the explor-
er who first recorded it 
in 1920. All varieties of 
lady’s slipper are slow 
growing plants and may 
take years before they 
flower. Please don’t try 
moving any of the vari-
eties unless their habitat 
is being destroyed for a 
highway or co�age de-
velopment. They are 
not easily transported 
because they have very 
specific habitat and soil 
requirements and do 
not adapt well to other 
conditions. They may 
live for a year or so but 
will then die. Enjoy 
them in the wild but let 
them live there!

Whither the 
Whip-poor-will?

I am wondering where 
all the whip-poor-wills 
have gone this year. We 
enjoyed si�ing on the 
deck at dusk and hear-
ing the distinctive call 
of this nocturnal bird as 
it made its way around 
the shore line of the bay. 
The eastern whip-poor-
will is a medium-sized 
(22-27 cm) nightjar. The 
whip-poor-will is com-
monly heard but dif-
ficult to see because of 
its superior camouflage. 
Due to its haunting ethe-
real song, the eastern 
whip-poor-will is the 
topic of numerous leg-
ends. One such legend 
tells that the whip-poor-
will can sense a soul de-
parting and can capture 
it as it flees. The eastern 
whip-poor-will breeds 
in deciduous or mixed 
woods forests across 
central and southeastern 
Canada and  the east-
ern U.S. and migrates 
to the southeastern U.S. 
and eastern Mexico and 
Central America for the 
winter. These birds for-
age at night, catching in-
sects in flight, and sleep 
during the day. They 
nest on the ground in 
shaded locations among 
dead leaves and usually 
lay two eggs at a time. 
The Eastern whip-poor 
will is becoming rare in 
Manitoba. Several rea-

sons for the decline have 
been proposed, such 
as habitat destruction, 
predators, and poison-
ing by insecticides. I am 
wondering if the high 
water levels on the Win-
nipeg River last year 
destroyed the whip-
poor-wills nests along 
the shoreline? Hope-
fully they will return to 
build their nests again 
soon ... Well I guess that 
is enough of your biol-
ogy101 lesson for now! 

Congratulations
Congratulations to 

Flight Corporal Cody 
Lincoln for winning the 
silver medal at the Air 
Cadets National Effec-
tive Speaking Competi-
tion held in Edmonton 
on June 18. Cody is a 
member of the Royal Ca-
nadian Air Cadet Squad-

ron 249 in Beausejour. 
The Effective Speaking 
Program provides an 
opportunity for air ca-
dets to increase their 
ability to reason, orga-
nize and express ideas. 
Their speech presenta-
tions are judged on the 
ability to share informa-
tion with the audience. 
Cody qualified for the 
nationals by placing first 
in the Manitoba Effec-
tive Speaking Competi-
tion with his speech on 
Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder.  A job well 
done, Cody. Proud par-
ents are Raquel and Jeff 
Lincoln from Pinewood 
Lodge.

Wedding Bells
Congratulations to 

Tyler Hill and Christine 
Olinkin. 

Barrier Bay

By Linda Vosper

Kearley and Josie Abbott were the Team Manitoba flag bearers at the opening ceremonies of 
the 2015 Western Canada Summer games in Wood Buffalo, Alberta. The twins won bronze in 
beach volleyball.

Flight Corporal Cody Lincoln, right, won the silver medal at 
the Air Cadets National Effective Speaking Competition held 
in Edmonton in June.

Continued Next Page
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Barrier Bay Continued

They were married 
Aug. 29 in Winnipeg. 
Tyler is the son of Sandy 
and Nick Hill of Barrier 
Bay. Tyler spent most of 
his youthful years at Nu-
timik and ‘defected’ to 
Barrier Bay a few years 
ago.

Our Bay 
Beach Volleyballers
Congratulations to Ke-

arley and Josie Abbo� 
who were the flag bear-
ers at the opening cere-
monies at the 2015 West-
ern Canada Summer 
Games in Wood Buffa-
lo, Alberta. The Abbo� 
twins were two of 300 
athletes representing 
Team Manitoba at the 
games from Aug. 7  to 16. 
Kearley and Josie have 
been dominant in  beach 
volleyball, earning the 
title of U16 Provincial 
Champions, U16 Eastern 
Canadian Champions as 
well as a fifth place fin-
ish in the Seniors Open 
Provincial. They played 
in the under 20 category 
and won a bronze medal 
at the Western Canada 
Summer games. Kearley 
and Josie are the twin 
daughters of Joanne and 
Burton Abbo� of Block 1 
Barrier Bay.

Bird Release
DJ and Erica Seales  

hosted another success-
ful Bird Release at Bar-
rier Bay Resort on the 
August long weekend. A 
real sense of community 
was so evident, with all 
the volunteers working 
the raffle, bake table, 
food table, 50-50 draw 
and children’s activities. 

The kids had great fun 
with the hula-hoop con-
test, jump rope contest, 
candy scramble, craft 
table, fish pond and face 
painting. The bake table 
was a success as demon-
strated by our men set-
ting a new record in the 
100 yard dash — and 
pole vault — when Bev 
Cardey showed up with 
her baking! 

The Bird Release rais-
es funds for the Prairie 
Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center. Its mandate is 
to treat injured and or-
phaned wildlife and re-
turn them to their natu-
ral habitat. 

The main a�raction 
this year was a big male 
bald eagle. This mag-
nificent bird of prey was 
brought to the PWRC 
after it was found with a 
fisherman’s net around 
its neck. This eagle was 
very anxious to be free! 
It was a big bird and 
not too impressed with  
the animal crate used 
to transport him from 
the centre. It was quite 
an experience to see this 
eagle step out of his car-
rier and take a few hops 
before flying off to free-
dom again. His wing 
span was six feet. To see 
such a magnificent bird 
up so close was a thrill to 
everyone in a�endance. 
Thank you again to Lisa 
Tretiak from the PWRC, 
who was a wealth of 
information, answer-
ing our questions and 
allowing us a rare up-
close look at this beauti-
ful bird. For further in-

formation you can view 
their website at pwild-
life.ca. DJ and Erica 
would like to thank the 
corporate sponsors, the 
local volunteers, the si-
lent auction contributors 
and everyone who came 
out to make this event 
such a success and so 
much fun for all. Thanks 
to all of you who baked 
your special treats and 
added a few pounds to 
each of us. And thank 
you to DJ and Erica for 
again hosting this an-
nual event. You have al-
lowed all of us to come 
together, work towards 
a common goal, get to 
know our neighbours 
be�er, have fun and 
at the same time raise 
funds for a very worth-
while cause.

Fall is Here
The last long weekend 

of the summer is upon 
us. We are expecting 
company from Vancou-
ver and we hope the 
mosquitoes aren’t too 
bad. You know these 
ex-Manitobans, seems 
like that is all they can 
remember about their 
home province! 

The mist on the riv-
er reminds us that the 
summer is quietly slip-
ping into fall. There is 
a hint of yellow on the 
trees and my poor wil-
lows are already shed-
ding their leaves. The 
hummingbirds are vo-
raciously drinking from 
the feeders, fa�ening 
themselves up for their 
long journey south. 
Folklore has it that a few 

ingenious humming-
birds hitch a ride on the 
backs of geese. 

The nights are get-
ting cooler and the days 
shorter. The goldeye are 
running and we are no-
ticing quite a few fish-
ermen out after them. 
Autumn is just around 
the corner and we look 

forward to some beauti-
ful fall days.

That’s all for now. If 
you have any stories, 
pictures or special events 
you would like to share, 
please contact me at lin-
da-lu@xplornet.com or 
204-348-3718.

Your Roving Reporter
Linda Vosper

Up, up and away, The annual Bird Release at Barrier Bay Resort took place on the August long weekend. The Prairie Wildlife Rehabilitation Center released a 
rehabilitated bald eagle into the wild. The day included a raffle, bake sale, food table, 50-50 draw and children’s activities, all in support of the PWRC. 

Bev Cardey with her baked goods at the Bird Release.

Yellow Lady’s Slipper.



Well it appears that 
those lazy, hazy 

days of summer are be-
hind us now. I am sure 
as many of you close up 
the co�age for the season 
you are thinking back to 
the fabulous memories 
that were made. Boun-
tiful blueberries this 
year baked into pies or 
sealed tight in jars of 
jam, pontooning out on 
the lake, (we often see 
the Jolly Roger out there 
with a crew soaking up 
the sun) or just relax-
ing with a good book or 
fishing rod! 

Best Blueberry 
Picking Pot Ever

Speaking of closing 
and cleaning, first-time 
blueberry picker Heath-
er Anderson found the 
best ever blueberry 
picking pot at the gar-
bage cage. She sends her 
thanks along to the kind 
person who left it there 
in a box with other trea-
sures.

Wolves on the Prowl
This summer was also 

a time for wolf sight-
ings. Wolves had been 
a nuisance in the camp-
ground, ge�ing into gar-
bage and such. People 
were advised to keep 
an eye on small pets 
and children. And yes, 
we did see a large wolf 
roaming around on the 
road without a care, and 
not in the least bit con-
cerned when we drove 
within four feet.

Potholes Semi-fixed
Many co�agers will 

have noticed that Parks 
has finally semi-fixed 
the potholes in the road 
to the south shore. The 
Block 4 road to the store 
has also had some repair 
done to it. Although cer-
tainly not perfect, it is 
much be�er than it was. 
We counted 16 workers 
patiently waiting for the 
asphalt to arrive. Please 
do not hesitate to take a 
peek at their work to see 
how your increased tax 
dollars were spent.

Fishing and Hunting
Fishing had slowed 

right up during the 
summer months, but 
by all accounts from my 
fishermen friends, it has 
picked up nicely now.

As many close up the 
co�age, many are pre-
paring for the fall and 
winter season. Hunt-
ing, ice-fishing, snow-
mobiling are alive and 
well in the Whiteshell. 
The Whiteshell Lake 
Resort is open until the 
October long weekend 
then closed until the 

spring.  Big Whiteshell 
Lake Lodge is open 
year round, but always 
best to give them a call 
before heading out as 
hours may not be con-
sistent.  Again, there is 
a gas pump at the north 
shore but NO GAS as 
of the end of summer. 
Make sure that you are 
aware of your needs in 
this area and have extra 
on hand. 

Congratulations
So many exciting, spe-

cial things happen in 
paradise (at the lake). 

Congratulations to Page 
Ellis of Block 8, on her 
marriage to ... email me 
and let me know who 
the lucky gent was! 

Also, congratulations 
to Terry Garrini and 
Mary Gloor on their 
nuptials as well. 

We know that Tim 
Torch and Curtis Shy-
mko of Block 4 will be 
spending more time at 
the lake. Congratula-
tions to you both on 
your retirements. 

While we celebrate 
those happy times, we 

also have to send best 
wishes to the Beally fam-
ily of Block 5 who have 
sold the family co�age 
after being on the lake 
for more than 50 years. 
We know that you have 
memories that will last a 
lifetime.

We also welcome the 
Matsyk family to Block 
5, and know that the Big 
Whiteshell will become 
their piece of paradise.

I often ask that co�ag-
ers send me stories or 
information for the Echo. 
Well finally, Vicky Borg-
stom sent me an email.

‘On August 4 my hus-
band, Del Borgstrom, cel-
ebrated his 85th birthday 
here at the co�age.  Our 
Winter Texan friends, 
Wes and Claudia Combs 
came from South Dakota, 
Sheila and Larry Dalbec 
from Waverly, Minneso-
ta, Grant and Judy Stan-
ford from Calgary with 
their daughter Jamie and 
son Sco� and their grand-
son Jake along with Ruth 
and Del Grasby from 
Oakbank. All were here 
along with many of our 
children and grandchil-
dren.  The day was warm 
and clear and perfect for 
such a momentous occa-
sion.  Del and his father 
built our original cot-
tage which was 20 feet 
by 30 feet in 1961 at Lot 
11, Block 5.  At that time 
the gravel road ended 
very near our bay exit.  
There was no electricity 
and Dad Borgstrom and 
Del had only hand tools 
when they did the con-
struction.  Of course a 
phone to the co�age was 
unheard of then.  Over 
the years the co�age has 
been added to and has 
seen our four children, 
nine grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren 
all enjoy the beauty of 
our lake along with all 
the activities and fun that 
comes with being here.  
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Big Whiteshell Lake

By Pat Fulcher

First-time blueberry picker Heather Anderson found the best ever blueberry picking pot at the 
garbage cage. 

A large wolf roaming around on the block road without a care, and not in the least bit con-
cerned when we drove within four feet.

Continued next page
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We all have so many 
wonderful memories of 
these past 54 years and 
they all pre�y well grew 
up here in the sum-
mers.’  

A second email from 
Vicky added even more 
interest to her story.  It 
resonated with the true 
friendships that are 
made and nurtured at 
the lake.  Here it is:

‘I also included a pic-
ture of the birthday pail.  
I thought you might 
want to add that into the 
article. In 1975 Bridgid 
and Joe Malone at Lot 9, 
(Joe is now deceased and 
Bridgid sold a couple of 
years ago) purchased the 
pail at Decaigny’s store 
which is now owned by 
David and Liberty.  For 
40 years it has gone be-
tween Del and Bridgid, 
whose birthday is Sep-
tember 3, always with 
something different and 
usually funny inside.  It 
became a tradition and 
Bridgid came out a few 
days after Del’s birthday 
with the pail and this 
time it held a bo�le of red 
wine. The bucket hardly 
has room to write the 
day and year anymore 
but so far those two have 
managed to write on it 
and keep it going back 
and forth. Who would 
have thought that 40 
years ago that old bucket 
would still be back and 
forth just like our ongo-
ing friendship.’ 

 Vicky also included 
her concern over the 
government’s increase 
of taxes and her support 
of the Whiteshell Cot-
tager’s Association. 

‘It is hard to relate to 
the hard stance the gov-
ernment is taking with 
the increase of our ser-
vice and lease fees which 
will make it impossible 
for many seniors to con-
tinue to be here during 
the summer months and 
will deprive our children 
and grandchildren of 
the place they grew up 
along with all the mem-
ories which were made 

in those formative years. 
In our bay of 12 co�ag-
es there are only two of 
the original owners left, 
us being one of those 
two.  We totally support 
the work being done by 
the Whiteshell Co�ag-
ers Association Inc. A 
lot of owners are senior 
citizens like us on fixed 
pensions and we want 
to pay our fair share but 
also want that share to 
be in relation to the ac-
tual services we receive.  
Perhaps at some point a 
common ground can be 
established and cooler 
heads will prevail’.

I haven’t had the plea-
sure of meeting Vicky 
yet, but definitely plan 
to have her and Del over 
for tea. I do appreciate 
her heartfelt story and 
her eloquent writing.  
Happy Birthday Del, 
from all of us in the Big 
Whiteshell.  
Snowplow Collections

The cooler tempera-
tures have arrived, and 
we all know what is 
coming. Yes, your block 
representatives have al-

ready been around to 
collect snowplowing 
monies or leave the in-
formation at your cot-
tage. Please, if you come 
down only once, it is so 
worthwhile to have the 
roads plowed. Just $40 
this year, again a real bar-
gain! If you have missed 
your block representa-
tive you may mail your 
cheque to:

 Ed Yaworski
108 Jefferson Ave. 

Winnipeg, MB
Thank You to 

Our Lake Director
Again, a big thank you 

to Jacques Nault, our 
Big Whiteshell Lake di-
rector. He has commit-
ted many tireless hours 
to the huge task at hand 
in regards to the govern-
ment’s lack of transpar-
ency and accountability 
regarding the use of our 
tax dollars and the ridic-
ulous increases. 

Our lake is entitled 
to have more directors. 
If anyone has an inter-
est to join Jacques, as a 
director or in any other 
capacity it would be 
more than appreciated.  

Jacques has wri�en:
‘So at this time, the 

daunting task of visiting 
all members and partic-
ularly non-members to 
join our common cause 
cannot be done by one 
person in a reasonable 
time. I am asking for 
volunteers, ex-directors 
and seasoned co�agers 
to assist me. With more 
people, the blocks could 
be divided so that you 
may just have to do a 
small block or half of a 
large block that your cot-
tage is on where you are 
familiar with co�agers. 
As a true member of our 
association, everyone 
volunteering would be 
helping the association 
they chose to join. Once I 
see the response for this 
request to help me with 
this task, I can set up a 
brief learning session 
with all handouts, etc., 
to make sure we are all 
on the same page. Please 
give this serious thought 
as I truly need help with 
this ma�er.’

Contact Me
I do love to hear 

from you. Tell me your 

stories, celebrations, 
concerns, etc. Email 
or call me anytime! 
patfulcher26@gmail.
com.

As the cold weather 
approaches, may you 
keep a log on the fire, 
may your co�ages be 
cozy and the trails be 
smooth. Keep warm!

Big Whiteshell Lake Continued

The birthday gift pail passed back and forth beween Del and 
Bridgid Malone for the past 40 years.  This year Del received 
a bottle of wine.

Del Borgstrom celebrated his 85th birthday Aug. 4 at the 
cottage.  

Turn in 
Poachers

—
Report 
Forest 
Fires

—
Call 

1-800
782-
0076 
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Dorothy Lake

Summer 2015 was not 
always what week-

enders were hoping for, 
but overall we enjoyed 
what it brought. The 
rain was torrential at 
times, but we are glad to 
have skipped the risk of 
forrest fires.

The Pogorzelec fam-
ily spends as much 
time as possible at the 
lake, loving every min-
ute of it, Stan tending 
to his trees as a work in 
progress, while  son Mi-
chael wields his fishing 
rod year after year. He 
caught fish in abundance 
after portaging to some 
less accessible waters in 
the North Whiteshell. 
On one occasion, he 
and his mother Mary 
took the boat out late 
one night, as the moon  
cast a silvery sheen on 
the lake. They cut the 
engine and began cast-
ing. All was quiet, until 
the stillness was broken 
by the soft splashing of 
goldeye breaking the 
surface. Some move-
ment on a nearby rock 
revealed the presence of 
playful o�ers. 

Mary and Michael 
came home with the fish 
they wanted, storing an-
other golden memory.

Daughter Nicole had a 
different experience. She 
is an undergraduate En-
vironmental Science stu-
dent at the University of 
Manitoba and received 
a Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research 
Council of Canada 
scholarship and an un-
expected trip to Baffin 
Island. She participated 
in scientific field experi-
ments, in order to assist a 
graduate student.At the 
end of April she flew via 
O�awa to Iqaluit, then 
on to Broughton Island 
(Qikiqtarjuag), where 
she joined a 24-person 
group for the Green 
Edge Project, which was 
operated by the Univer-
sity of Laval.The focus of 
the study was working 

on ways to determine 
the amount and qual-
ity of sunlight under the 
sea ice to a depth of 15 
metres. The purpose of 
this experiment was to 
determine how concen-
trations of light would 
effect ice algal growth, 
which can have a sig-
nificant impact on the 
oceanic foodchain. She 
and another researcher 
worked from 9 a.m. to 
8 p.m daily, including 
weekends, conducting 
the light field experi-
ments. They drilled two 
new holes every day, re-
moving 10 to 43  cm of 
snow to reach the sea ice. 
The sensors were then 
lowered down into the 
ocean to about 15 me-
tres in depth to gather 
light transmission data, 
which became the basis 
for a light profile.

Nicole was enthralled 
by the environment,  its 
remoteness, the silence, 
the brightness at the 
time of year. She was 
there seven weeks, be-
fore moving to another 
project. While visiting 
Broughton Island, she 
met so many differ-
ent people including 
the local Inuit, science 
workers and research-
ers from Quebec, and 
teachers from all over 
Canada. The university 
students and research-
ers also went into a local 
school to talk to the kids 
about their work. There 
was some local flavour, 
cooked by a French chef, 
who included chocolate 
in a polar bear stew. 
(The Inuit village has its 
own bear quota). Nicole 
tried what was offered 
and concluded that 
most food tasted fishy 
(seal and bear), but that 
arctic char was the best. 
The end of the school 
year was celebrated 
with a village-wide pot-
luck feast. She was im-
pressed  by the respect 
young people showed 
their elders.

Via a call to the lo-
cal radio station Nicole 
found herself an eight-

week old husky pup, 
which she bought at 
the end of May, when 
her stint ended. The ice 
was melting but had 
not yet broken up when 
she brought Nanook 
home to her family. 
She then left again, this 
time travelling to Cam-
bridge Bay, north of Yel-

lowknife, boarding the 
Arctic research vessel 
Martin Bergmann for a 
joint study by the Uni-
versities of Manitoba 
and Calgary. Here the 
water was open, with 
daytime temperatures 
of 20 degrees. The proj-
ect involved water filtra-
tion by sinking remotely 

controlled Niskin bo�les 
to a desired depth. The 
column of water col-
lected was filtered for a 
profile of nutrients, iso-
topes, chlorophyll and 
micro-organic ma�er.

By Inge Scholte

Above and below, the interior of an ice cave.

Continued next page

Nicole Pogorzelec found her new friend Nanook while doing scientific research on Baffin 
Island.
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Dorothy Lake continued 

Coming home in mid- June 
Nanook had grown consid-
erably, and was a handful. 
But Mary had taken both 
Nanook and her own husky, 
Akela, under her wing, and 
was amazed how Nanook’s 
arrival had revived the old-
er female, who had been 
declining. She lost weight, 
became more alert, and 
competes for toys. Nanook 
got over his northern sun-
burned belly, and is slated 
for obedience school. Nicole 
intends to pursue a masters 
degree in science, and hopes 
to return to the northern re-
gions she has come to love.

Rules for Waste Disposal
Garbage Cages: Only household waste. No leaves or grass clippings are to be put into or 
outside of the cages.

Recycle Bins: Glass (lids removed and separated), tin cans (you can leave the labels on), 
milk/juice cartons, all plastics (remove the lids on drink bottles), aluminum foil/cans, paper, 
cardboard (flattened boxes). Place sharps in a glass container and label sharps. Recycling 
should be placed in clear bags.

Fish Remains: Take to fish cleaning stations at Brereton Campground, Jessica Boat Launch, 
White Lake Campground, Lena Island Boat Launch, North Shore Big Whiteshell, South 
Shore Big Whiteshell, Betula Lake, New Nutimik Campground, Old Nutimik Campground, 
Osapiskaw Campground and Otter Falls Campground.

Human Waste: Public water dumping stations are located at Otter Falls,  Nutimik, Big 
Whiteshell, and Brereton.  Lagoons accessible to the public are located at Dorothy, Big 
Whiteshell, Brereton, West Hawk and Falcon.

Transfer Stations: Separate your items before coming to the site.  All vehicles must report 
to the onsite staff to document required information. There are separate disposal areas for 
appliances, brush, concrete, fish remains, glass, household garbage, plastic, rubber, scrap 
metal, shingles, building materials, yard/slash garden waste, paint and aerosol cans. 
Demolition Materials: Please separate clean materials from contaminated when hauling 
materials. Materials from structures larger than three metres by three metres and concrete 
larger than 1.5 metres by 1.5 metres must be hauled to the Whitemouth-Reynolds North 
Whiteshell Facility.
White Goods: (Refrigerators, freezers and air conditioners): These are accepted at the 
transfer stations without being decommissioned. Please see the attendant when dropping 
off these items.

Brush: All brush should be taken to the transfer station as soon as possible and should not 
be stored on your lot or on public reserve. Brush piles are a fire hazard and can attract nui-
sance wildlife such as raccoons and skunks to your property.

Research crew takes light transmission measurements.
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Intrepid Cottager: Open Top Culverts Improve Drainage

It’s something you may 
have seen in your trav-

els, but maybe haven’t 
thought a lot about — an 
open top culvert.

Open-top culverts, in a 
nutshell, are drainage de-
vices with (as the name 
suggests) open tops that 
are placed in the ground to 
promote drainage. In the 
city, they are often used to 
drain run-off from rainfall 
into sewers, or retention 
ponds.

They can also be used 
to help alleviate drainage 
issues in cottage country, 
where they’re often used 
to collect and direct water 
away from roads or drive-
ways. Once installed, they 
can divert the unwanted 
ground water into an area 
that can handle the run-off, 
and that won’t cause water 
issues for others.

The great news about 
open-top culverts is that 
they’re relatively inexpen-
sive to build and quite easy 
to install. In fact, they can 
actually be constructed us-
ing ordinary hand tools.

    While open-top culverts 
in the city are most often 
cement, pressure-treated 
lumber or cedar timbers 
work fine out at the cottage. 

Using pressure-treated 
lumber is a good choice, as 
it will stand up well to the 
water and other elements 
(snow, cold, heat), so if 
you’re looking to build an 
open-top culvert, pressure-
treated lumber should be 
your material of choice.

Here’s a list of materials 
that are needed to build an 
open-top culvert:

• Two-by-six pressure 
treated lumber for the sides 
(it should be twice the total 
length as that for the bot-
tom portion).

• Two-by-eight pres-
sure-treated lumber for the 
bottom.

• Three-inch galvanized 
nails, which will be re-
quired to attach the base to 
the structure’s sides.

• Spacers to reinforce 
and maintain the culvert’s 
structure; they can be 
washers, bolts or nuts, 
spikes, pipe, or one-inch 
pieces of wood and gal-
vanized nails. These spac-
ers are critical, as they will 
hold the shape of the cul-
vert and provide strength 
through its entire length.

 Culvert length will vary 
in size due to road (or, in 
the case of a cottage, drive-
way) width, so make sure 
you order enough lumber 
to get the job done. At the 
same time, when planning 
the installation of your 
open-top culvert, remem-
ber that it needs to be in-
stalled at (approximately) 
a 30-degree angle down 
slope to facilitate proper 
drainage. Please take this 
added length into account 
when you’re ordering ma-
terials.

When you install the cul-
vert, make sure to insert it 

flush with the road’s sur-
face. If you place it above 
the road surface, storm 
water won’t be able to en-
ter the culvert. If you place 
it too low, it will likely fill 
in with road material and 
other debris produced 
during installation, ham-
pering drainage.

 As for the culvert’s out-
let, it should extend past 
the edge of the road. To 
ensure proper drainage, 
remove any obstacles or 
debris that could interfere 
with the outflow of water 

from the outlet. Make sure 
that the water you’re di-
verting also drains into an 
area that can easily handle 
the excess water. Lining 
the outlet with stone or 
placing it in a vegetated 
area with a solid base will 
help reduce erosion at the 

culvert’s outlet.
To work properly, open-

top culverts must also 
be maintained regularly. 
Check after storms to make 
sure they aren’t clogged by 
sediment, mud, or gravel, 
leaves or twigs. A good 
tool for cleaning the rela-
tively narrow culverts is a 
child’s toy hoe.

If you have issues with 
drainage at your cottage, 
installing an open-top cul-
vert next to your driveway 
or other drainage-poor 
areas could be the answer 
to your problems, making 
the time you spend at your 
cottage that much more 
enjoyable! 

By Greg Nichol

Answer to 
Environment Contest 
Question on page 4: 

According to Environ-
ment Canada some 20 

species of trees are found 
in Canada’s boreal forest, 
the most common being 

spruce, fir, tamarack, 
aspen and birch.

Open-top culverts are often used to 
collect and direct water away from 

roads or driveways. They can divert 
the unwanted ground water into an 

area that can handle the run-off.  They 
are relatively inexpensive to build and 

quite easy to install.
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Another summer has 
come and gone. By 

now a lot of people have 
closed up their co�ages. 
I trust  many have fond 
memories of their experi-
ences from the lake this 
summer. We had some 
exceptional weekends 
this summer, the weath-
er was hot and the lake 
was inviting. 

There’s a new genera-
tion of li�le munchkins 
showing up here and 
there and the rest of us 
are ge�ing old. But we’re 
still having fun, and 
that’s what it’s all about. 
Always remember to 
take the time every day 
to be thankful for every-
thing that you have. You 
can always have more, 
but you could also have 
less.

Betula Days 2015
 The Horseshoe Tour-
nament Champs were 
Chrissy Brabant and Bar-
ry Hatley. The consola-
tion winners were Laurel 
Jones and Gary Dessler. 
The pancake breakfast 
served 241. The bicycle 
decorating first place 
winner was Halley Sand-
ers.  The egg toss winners 
were Dayna Ledingham 
and David Perron. The 
jelly bean guessing con-
test was won by Isaiah 
Houlbrook. Then there 
were the regular races, 
candy scramble, and gro-
cery scramble. All in all I 
think everyone had fun. 
As most of you are read-
ing this article, you’re 
probably wondering 
“wow where did the 
summer go? How did  
all the beauty of the sum-
mertime disappear so 
fast?” Well here’s some 
research I did on how 
beautiful the upcoming 
season can be!

When fall arrives and 
the leaves begin to turn, 
it could make anyone 
wonder what all the 
fuss around summer is 
about. Well let’s say it’s 
one of the greatest shows 
on earth. But when you 
consider just how awe-

inspiring it is, even for 
those who witness the 
transformation year after 
year, it doesn’t seem like 
an overstatement.

While forests in warm-
er climates may contain 
a more diverse set of 
species, their trees can-
not match ours when it 
comes to colour. So while 
you may be feeling a lit-
tle depressed about the 
shorter days and crisp-
er temperatures, when 
the trees’ quiet green is 
transformed into a vivid 
pale�e of reds, oranges, 
yellows and golds, you’ll 
no doubt feel differently. 
So how do they do it? Al-
though scientists haven’t 
been able to answer all 
of the ‘whys’ involved 
in the process, here are a 
few they’ve managed to 
figure out.

The science 
behind the scenery

Chlorophyll, the pig-
ment that gives leaves 
their green colour, is 
necessary for photosyn-
thesis. In this chemical 
process, chlorophyll ab-
sorbs energy from sun-
light, which is then used 
to transform oxygen into 
carbohydrates such as 
sugars and starch. These 
sugars are what drive 
trees to fruit and flower.
Fast-forward to fall: As 
the days grow shorter 

and temperatures drop, 
chlorophyll production 
slows down, and even-
tually, it stops altogether. 
It’s sort of like closing up 
the co�age for winter 
time.

But the degradation 
of chlorophyll isn’t the 
only factor that contrib-
utes to fall’s splendour. 
As the chlorophyll stops 
being produced, there 
are helper molecules 
that have been there all 
along, which work with 
the chlorophyll during 
spring and summer as 
a secondary absorber of 
sunlight. While there’s 
too much chlorophyll for 
these helper molecules, 
known as carotenoids, to 
be revealed in summer, 
when the chlorophyll be-
gins to break down, the 
carotenoids take centre 
stage.

Carotenoids, which 
also produce colour in 
things such as corn, car-
rots and daffodils, are the 
molecules responsible for 
leaves turning various 
hues of yellow, brown, 
and orange. What about 
those shades of red and 
purple that really stand 
out? They’re created by a 
set of molecules known 
as anthocyanins, which 
are formed in leaves in 
autumn. Anthocyanins 
also produce colour in 

cranberries, red apples, 
concord grapes, straw-
berries, and plums.

How weather 
affects the process

The intensity of these 
colours depends on the 
weather conditions both 
before and during the 
breakdown of chloro-
phyll. There are a num-
ber of factors that influ-
ence how brilliant our 
forests appear, but tem-
perature and moisture 
are the main ones.

Chlorophyll produc-
tion may not dominate 
in fall, but it is still pres-
ent—at least enough for 
trees to continue absorb-
ing sunlight and produc-
ing sugars. These sugars 
hook up with proteins 
in the lead to create the 
anthocynin pigments 
mentioned earlier, which 
tint the leaves the most 
radiant reds, scarlets and 
crimsons. This process is 
spurred by a succession 
of warm, sunny days in 
conjunction with cool, 
crisp (but not freezing) 
nights, so it’s under those 
conditions that you can 
expect to see the most 
eye-popping autumn 
displays.

While an extended 
drought can cause co-
lours to come early and 
weakly, too much rain 
is equally detrimental. 

Heavy rain not only 
means less sunlight, it 
also cuts down on the 
tree’s oxygen supply. 
This leads to fewer sug-
ars and — you guessed it 
— more muted reds. You 
can, however, always 
count on the strength of 
yellows and golds. Be-
cause carotenoids are 
always present in leaves, 
these colours are quite 
consistent from year to 
year, regardless of weath-
er conditions.

What determines 
colour

Tree colour is generally 
determined by species, 
but there’s a bit more to 
it than that. While you 
can expect sugar maples 
to turn an orange-red, 
dogwoods a purply red, 
white elms yellow, and 
so on, within each spe-
cies’ characteristic colour, 
a tree’s individual genet-
ics will establish its exact 
hue.

As for the leaves that 
are green, yellow and red 
all at once? That’s merely 
evidence that the process 
of chlorophyll disappear-
ing and carotenoids and 
anthocyanins appearing 
isn’t always synchro-
nized.

The best places to see 
leaves in the fall? Any-
where, just look around!

Well there you go folks, 
just a li�le something I 
thought I’d share with 
you so you won’t be so 
sad that the days at the 
lake have come to an end 
for another season. 

That said, I’m sure 
there are a lot of you who 
still come out during the 
winter season. I’d love to 
hear about some of the 
wonderful experienc-
es that you have when 
you’re out here and win-
ter is upon us. 
But for now I will close 
and look forward to see-
ing all the lake characters 
next season. Take care 
everyone. 

Angel Bozyk 
aka Donna Betula 

By Angel Bozyk

Betula Lake

Photo above by Debra Blain of Hunt Lake was the Fourth Prize winner in the Nature Category 
of the 2010 Whiteshell Cottagers Association Photo Contest. For details and entry form for 
this year’s contest, with more than $700 in prizes, see page 15. (Original prize winning photo 
was submitted in colour.)
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