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I want to begin this report 
with a tribute to a friend 

and co�ager who tragically 
died of cancer a few short 
weeks ago. Warren Froese 
was a fine orthopedic sur-
geon, a humanitarian and 
family man of great charac-
ter. He loved the Whiteshell 
Park, and in his last days 
amazingly found time and 
energy to defend the frag-
ile nature around him from 
the ill-advised wastewater 
treatment project at Brereton 
Lake. His report in the Echo 
of August 2014, two short 
months before his death, 
with its call to arms to all 
Whiteshell Co�agers, is a fit-
ting tribute to this fine man. 
We extend our deepest sym-
pathy to Warren’s family and 
commit to carrying his ban-
ner of good works forward. 
Warren urged us all to follow 
his lead and be involved with 
the Co�ager’s Association to 
protect the Whiteshell. 

Join the WCA
Despite all of the excite-

ment over the Ministry’s 
high handed and arbitrary 
management in the Park, we 
have been underwhelmed by 

co�agers’ willingness to join 
the organization and sup-
port our campaign. While 
we are encouraged to hear 
supporting comments from 
many co�agers and friends 
... ”keep up the good work, 
we really appreciate what 
your association is doing for 
us,” “thanks for stating the 
case for co�agers,” etc., etc. 
But the hard metric of paid 
up memberships reveal more 
of a story of apathy. Is this a 
sign of the boiled frog syn-
drome that I described in the 
last Echo? I hope not. 

Preparations Underway
The WCA has been work-

ing hard to prepare a coun-
tera�ack against the govern-
ment’s false labeling of our 
membership which they then 
used as background to impos-
ing unfair levels of fees and 
taxes on us. All of our prepa-
ration requires your support, 
both to build a strong, well-
supported organization and 
to carry our messages to the 
public and the government. 
Evidence of these activities 
is found in our newly revital-
ized web site, our Whiteshell-
wide petition (now with over 
4,000 signatures!), our prepa-

ration of a legal response to 
the government’s strategy, 
and the preparation of both 
public and government rela-
tions projects to make certain 
that our story will be heard 
when and where it counts. 
Will our efforts be success-
ful? Only time can tell, but 
we certainly are going to try 
our best.

Membership Drive
Although we are a volun-

teer organization, we are en-
countering significant and 
growing expenses to defend 
our common interests. In this 
issue, and in a recent email 
blast, we are announcing our 
annual membership drive. 
Though we are raising our 
annual fee to $35 per co�age, 
we are offering a one time 
$10 discount to all renewals 
and to new members who 

sign up by January 1, 2015. 
Our aim is transparent; we 
need more members and we 
want to encourage all co�ag-
ers to join. Our usual roster is 
about 2,000 members out of 
the, approximately, 3,000 cot-
tages in the North and South 
Whiteshell. Our goal is to 
achieve at least a 90 per cent 
membership level. The more 
members we have, the more 
vigorous an association we 
can be. The stronger we are 
as an association, the more 
likely we are to bring some 
reason to the plans of Mani-
toba Conservation to jack 
up our fees and lease rates. 
I urge you to take a moment 
to review the last invoice you 
received from parks. 

Now is 
the time 
to join 

the WCA
See Page 4 

for 
details

By Daniel Klass, WCA President
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WCA 2014 Photo Contest Winners
The photo above by Gail Patchett of Nutimik Lake is the First Place 
Winner in the Scenic Category of the Whiteshell Cottagers Associa-
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President’s Report Continued From P. 1 

South East Whiteshell Fire Department

Since September re-
quests for our ser-

vice has not slowed 
down. The South East 
Whiteshell Fire Depart-
ment has responded to 
two false alarms, seven 
motor vehicle accidents 
and two hydro pole 
fires. 

On Oct. 29 and Oct 30 
there were two co�age 
fires at Falcon Lake,  
Block 17. Both were to-
tally involved by the 
time the fire depart-
ment received the calls. 
We thank local resi-
dents who had placed 
the calls. In each case, 
no one was home at the 
time of the fires. Both 
of the co�ages were a 
total loss.

Tribute to 
Herb Abrahams

The Fire Department 
mourns the loss of 
Herb Abrahams. Herb 
spent many hours, in 
addition to respond-
ing to calls, maintain-
ing our buildings and 
lending his expertise 
to our West Hawk fire 

hall expansion. He will 
be missed.

Have a 
Safe and Happy 
Holiday Season

The department 
wishes your family a 
safe and happy holiday 
season. Please use care 
to ensure you do not 
overload your electrical 

system with enthusi-
astic decorating. Enjoy 
a cozy fire but before 
you light it make sure 
your chimney is clean 
and safe. 

Use auxiliary heaters 
with caution and only 
CSA approved resi-
dential heaters. Con-
struction heaters are 

not designed for long 
term use and have been 
identified as the source 
of many co�age fires.  

Your Continued 
Support

Your continued finan-
cial support is needed. 
Donations are always 
welcome and may be 
sent to:

South East Whiteshell 
Fire Department

Box 88 Whiteshell P.O. 
West Hawk Lake 

R0E 2H0 
A charitable receipt 

will be issued. Dona-
tions must be received 
by Dec. 31, to receive a 
2014 charitable dona-
tion receipt.

By Ray Watts

Focus on the rates 
government is expect-
ing you to pay in a few 
short years’ time and 
imagine the bite this 
will take out of your 
personal budget. If you 
are unconcerned, so be 
it. But if you object to 
what the government 
is planning, reflect 
on how you can help 
your association in 
the months and years 
ahead. At a minimum, 
keep your own mem-
bership active. Make 
an effort to ensure that 
your neighbours at the 

lake know about the 
Co�agers Association 
and encourage them to 
join us.  And even bet-
ter, contact your Lake 
Director (see their con-
tact information on 
page  seven in this is-
sue of the Echo) to find 
out how you can work 
with us in the future. 
We are not just a one-
trick pony. In addition 
to working on the issues 
of fair fees and lease 
rates, the Association 
has ongoing projects 
designed to commu-
nicate effectively with 

our members and cot-
tagers throughout the 
province, and to be�er 
manage the Whiteshell 
for the benefit of all 
stakeholders.

We have been advised 
that the current politi-
cal turmoil in govern-
ment provides us an 
opportunity to present 
our case to politicians 
of all stripes who will 
be listening more a�en-
tively than usual to the 
concerns of their con-
stituents. We are plan-
ning to make sure that 
the voices of co�agers 

will be clearly heard in 
meetings with mem-
bers of the legislative 
assembly. We would 
welcome your joining 
us in these meetings. 

Finally, as we ap-
proach our next An-
nual General Meet-
ing (yes, spring is just 
around the corner!) 
we urge you to think 
about members who 
will be willing to work 
as lake directors in the 
future. We have wel-
comed the following 
new directors this year: 
Alan Roberts, Neil Mc-

Millan, Kerry Davies, 
Jacques Nault, Brenda 
Trach and Deborah 
Seguin. We also say 
farewell to directors 
who have served us 
faithfully in the past 
and who are stepping 
down, including Joan 
Murash (Nutimik), 
John Collo (Betula) and 
Gloria Debaets (O�er 
Falls). 

We are very grateful 
for the many services 
these volunteer direc-
tors have provided us 
over the years.

 Whiteshell Co�agers Association
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, April 22, 2015
Club Regent Event Centre 

1425 Regent Ave., Winnipeg
Meeting at 7 p.m. Whiteshell merchants 

will exhibit products and services 
starting at 5  p.m.

If you object to what the government is plan-
ning, reflect on how you can help your associa-

tion in the months and years ahead. At a 
minimum, keep your own membership active.

On Oct. 29 and 30 there were two cottage fires at Falcon Lake,  Block 17. Both were totally involved by the time the calls were 
received. No one was home at the time. We thank local residents who placed the calls. Both cottages were a total loss.
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The WCA Environment Committee
Contest 

For DECEMBER 
Question:

Unlike traditional incandescent Christmas lights, 
LED lights do not get hot - a big plus if you will be us-
ing them on a real tree. But the really big plus is that 

according to www.about.com LEDs use ____ Per cent 
less electricity than regular Christmas lights.  (Hint: 

The answer appears somewhere in this issue of the 
Whiteshell Echo.)

Prize for the winner is A 
$5  0 Canadian Tire gift card 

E-MAIL YOUR ANSWER TO 
ECONTEST@WHITESHELLCOTTAGERS.COM 

OR MAIL IT TO:
WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION

2D-1975 CORYDON AVE.
WINNIPEG, MB

R3P 0R1
One name will be drawn from those 

entries with correct answers.   You must 
be a current WCA member to win. Contest closes DECEMBER 30, 2014 at 
10 P.M. All entries must include your full name, address and telephone 

number as well as your lake, block and lot number.  
Winner agrees to have his or her name published in the next edition of 

The Whiteshell Echo.

www.whiteshellcottagers.com

Turn in 

Poachers

—

Report 

Forest 

Fires

—

Call 

1-800

782-

0076 
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Park Road Conditions:
Let Us Know What 

You Think

How to Access WCA Member Content 
On the WCA Website

WCA Members are eligible to register for an account on the 
WCA website and access content such as a PDF version of 

the Whiteshell Echo, member notices, and lake director contact 
information. A member creates an account by submitting the form 
at: http://whiteshellcottagers.com/member-registration

Use the same information you used to register for your member-
ship. You will be asked to create a username and password. Once 
your information has been submitted, a website administrator will 
confirm you are a current member and approve your registration. 
Then you will be able to log in with the username and password 
you created.

Please note that website administrators are volunteers. They 
will make every attempt to confirm your information and open 
your website account in a timely manner (1 to 4 days).

The Province’s Manitoba 
Parks Strategy promises Pro-

vincial Park Road upgrades:
“Provincial Park roads in 

Hecla/Grindstone, St. Malo, 
Whiteshell and Asessippi Pro-
vincial Parks will be repaired, 
resurfaced or extended to pro-
vide safe and convenient access 
to park facilities and amenities 
across the province.” Document 
available at h�p://www.gov.
mb.ca/conservation/parksstrat-
egy/pdf/parks_strategy_.pdf

The WCA Infrastructure Com-
mi�ee is currently reviewing 
the Road Conditions issue and 
would like to know if road con-
ditions are a concern affecting 
co�agers at your lake.

Recent photos taken by a WCA 
Lake Director show the condition 
of Highway 44 between Rennie 
and Caddy Lake.

If you have photos, infor-
mation or concerns about 
road conditions, please email 
wca@whiteshellcottagers.com 
and include “Infrastructure 
Commi�ee – Road Conditions” 
in the subject line.

From www.whiteshellcottagers.com

Old pavement crumbling.

New patch is breaking up.

Soft shoulder with sharp dropoff.
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Eureka!  I felt like I 
had just cracked the 

Enigma Code.  After 
numerous a�empts to 
determine just how my 
Park District Service Fees 
(PDSF) were calculated, 
I finally thought I’d fig-
ured it out.  On previous 
occasions I had sorted out 
the math and verified the 
calculation of the 148 per 
cent increase in my total 
estimated PDSF after the 
five year phase-in, but I 
had never been satisfied 
that I knew where all 
the component numbers 
originated. 

As a long-standing 
leaseholder at West Hawk 
Lake, I had an interest in 
understanding just how 
my annual PDSF were 
calculated. I was aware 
of the obligation of the 
Ministry to be transpar-
ent and to provide finan-
cial information — bud-
gets and actual results 
— on an annual basis 
and had questioned why 
the Minister had failed 
to provide such infor-
mation since 2003/4. So I 
readily took on the chal-
lenge of interpreting the 
“hundreds of pages of fi-
nancial information” that 
Manitoba Conservation 
and Water Stewardship 
(Conservation) Minister 
Mackintosh had posted 
to the web site; 

www.gov.mb.ca/con-
servation/parksstrategy/
rent.html.  

Would these “hun-
dreds of pages” actually 
add up to what the Min-
ister described as  “trans-
parency”? 

Starting with the Get 
Started menu I clicked 
on the link 2013 Parks 
Service Fees & Rent and 
then, one by one, drilled 
down into a dizzying 
spiral of schedules: a) 
Co�age Cost of Services 
by Park District; b) Cal-
culation of Co�age Park 
District Service fees; c) 
Co�age Service Fee Mul-
tiplier; and (d) given my 
interest in West Hawk 
Lake, the more detailed 
information available 
for the Eastern region in-

cluding Capacity, Capi-
tal, Minor Capital etc. 

This last schedule was 
one of the more interest-
ing schedules as it pro-
vided a calculation of 
the cost to each co�ager 
for a variety of services; 
lighting, co�age watch, 
garbage, sewer, water 
etc., and arrives at a Pro-
posed Service Fee for 
each of the 932 co�agers 
(excluding Capital In-
frastructure and Branch 
Administration costs).   
This fee is compared to 
what is described as the 
Current Service Fee  (the 
fee billed in 2012). Sur-
prisingly, for the great 
majority of co�agers and 
in total, the Proposed Fee 
is lower than the Current 
Service Fee, implying 
that the cost of providing 
direct services to co�ag-
ers has decreased.  One 
presumes that the calcu-
lation of the two amounts 
is comparable, however, 
we cannot determine 
this with certainty as no 
information is provided 
regarding the compo-
nents of the fee billed in 
2012. Of course, this is 
not really the Proposed 
Service Fee as it excludes 
the substantial charges 
for Capital Infrastruc-
ture and Branch Admin-
istration.

Finally, through a pro-
cess of trial and error, 
tracing numbers from 
one schedule to an-
other, re-adding certain 
schedules to separate 
co�ager costs from to-
tal costs, etc, and refer-
ring to my invoice for 
2012, I was able to rep-
licate the mathematical 
calculation of my PDSF. 

This exercise took hours, 
more than one a�empt 
and was often frustrat-
ing; it would, no doubt, 
be even more difficult 
and frustrating for those 
with less experience than 
I have, as an accountant, 
with numbers and finan-
cial schedules. This was 
an exercise that many 
would find too painful to 
take on and would soon 
abandon.  

How does the sheer 
difficulty of this exercise 
square with the Minister 
and Premier’s claim that 
every co�ager can eas-
ily discover the rationale 
for their annual service 
fees? Either the Minis-
try expects us all to have 
advanced accounting de-
grees, or they are trying 
to pull the wool over our 
eyes.

As an accountant I take 
some comfort in know-
ing that, in the end, the 
math seems to work, but 
only in the sense that the 
Ministry has correctly 
compiled the numbers 
according to their com-
plicated formula. 

I am, however, troubled 
by the number of ques-
tions that arise as one 
gains an understanding 
of the PDSF.  Many of the 
questions concern the al-
location of costs between 
co�agers, commercial 
operators, special con-
sideration organizations 
and Conservation.  

Here are some exam-
ples:

Shouldn’t the perma-
nent use factor be closer 
to 2x the seasonal use 
factor reflecting the ap-
proximate six month pe-
riod of seasonal use and 
not the 1.71x used? 

Capacity factors are 
based upon a survey of 
bedrooms conducted in 
2008 which, even if val-
id, wasn’t completed by 
all co�agers, and which 
is undoubtedly out of 
date. 

Is the number of bed-
rooms an appropriate 
proxy for allocating costs 
of road maintenance, 
garbage removal, sew-
er and water and other 
costs? Has the Ministry 
or their consultants ever 

shown a direct correla-
tion between this indica-
tor and the actual service 
usage?

Why are co�agers at 
West Hawk Lake bear-
ing the annual costs of 
the sewage lagoon when 
their waste is pumped 
out by private contrac-
tors and transported 
elsewhere at their own 
expense?

Why are isolated cot-
tages at West Hawk allo-
cated a cost for the sew-
age lagoon when all of 
their waste is managed 
independently of Con-
servation, either compos-
ted or in a septic field?

Why are co�agers at 
West Hawk Lake bearing 
63 per cent (seemingly 
the ratio of co�ager costs 
to total costs) of the Cap-
ital Infrastructure costs, 
when these costs relate 
primarily to the sewage 
lagoon, lift station and 

street renewal; services 
not much used, if at all, 
by co�agers?

By what formula are 
the capital infrastructure 
costs distributed among 
the major stakeholders? 
What percentage of these 
costs should be born by 
co�agers, commercial 
operators, special service 
organizations, seasonal 
campers and daily visi-
tors and by Conservation 
itself?  Note that capital 
infrastructure costs are 
the largest single factor 
in driving the increase 
in PDSF at West Hawk 
Lake. The Parks Act 
mandates that budget 
decisions of this gravity 
be made openly and fair-
ly, with all stakeholders 

being consulted in ad-
vance!

These examples are by 
no means exhaustive. 
I suspect that there are 
many other questions 
which could be raised, 
and undoubtedly there 
are other questions spe-
cific to other Park Dis-
tricts.  

As a final confusing el-
ement, what is described 
as the total estimated 
PDSF after the five year 
phase-in is totally mis-
leading as it fails to con-
sider, or even mention 
the impact of any in-
creases in the actual cost 
of co�age services over 
and above the level in 
2012/2013.  Conservation 
has posted the forecast 
co�age costs for 2014/15 
on their web site.  At $4 
million, co�age costs are 
forecast to be 15 per cent 
higher than the $3.5 mil-
lion incurred in 2012/13. 
Certainly this will in-
crease the PDSF beyond 
what was described as 
the total PDSF after the 
five year phase-in.

There is no question 
that posting information 
to the web site has been 
helpful in gaining an 
understanding of PDSF 
calculation. This is a vast 
improvement over no in-
formation at all.  Hope-
fully Conservation will 
continue to refine their 
presentations and make 
the disclosures more 
user friendly and acces-
sible to ordinary co�ag-
ers.  At the same time, 
however, the answer to 
our earlier question; does 
this flood of informa-
tion add up to transpar-
ency?, is unequivocably 
negative. No ordinary 
person could possibly 
find their way through 
the morass of data to 
gain an understanding 
of their fees and services 
and there remain many 
questions to answer and 
many problems to re-
solve. How much more 
valuable would it be for 
Conservation to read 
the Parks Act with fresh 
eyes, and open the door 
to dialogue with all the 
stakeholders and users? 

Cottage Fee Hikes: A Critical Analysis

By John Maguire Either the 
Ministry 

expects us all 
to have 

advanced 
accounting 

degrees, or they 
are trying to 
pull the wool 
over our eyes.

Estimated 
PDSF after the 
5-year phase-in 
is misleading, 
as it fails to 
consider in-

creases in costs 
of services 

over and above 
2012/13 levels. 
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Barren Lake
Don Sleeva
Home (204) 237-3081
Lake (204) 349-8982

Marcel Wozny
Home (204) 668-6390
Lake (204) 349-2860

Betula Lake
Kerry Davies
(204) 663-6313

Tom Cutts
Home (204) 837-5049
Lake (204) 348-7290

Gaeline Delmarque
Home (204) 489-3016
Lake (204) 348-7796

Gladys Jones
Home (204) 668-1250
Lake (204) 348-2110

Big Whiteshell
Jacques Nault   
jrjn.jrjn@gmail.com

Brereton Lake
Annette Berard
Lake (204) 369-5402
osce789@yahoo.ca

Margaret Kent
Home/Lake
(204) 369-5221

Brereton Lake (cont’d)
Doug Moberg
Home (204) 269-4511
Lake (204) 369-5515

Nicola Panchysak
Lake (204) 369-5217
nicola.p@me.com

Sharon Philp
Cell (204) 771-7297
sharonphilp@hotmail.com

Lorna Spencer
Home (204) 254-8137
Lake (204) 369-5702

Caddy Lake
Joel Kettner
Home (204) 475-3492
Lake (204) 349-2089
jdkettner@me.com

Robert Stalker
Lake (204) 349-8676

Dorothy Lake
Ray Hesslein
Home (204) 256-1547
Lake (204) 348-3231

Stan Pogorzelec
Home (204) 668-8153
Lake (204) 348-3282

Eleanor Lake
Ed Enns
(204) 334-8318
edwardenns204@gmail.com

Falcon Lake
Al Bezak
abbezak@shaw.ca
Lake (204) 226-1888

Cheryl Bryant
cheryl@tek.ca
(204) 588-7007

Randall Kinley
randy5@mts.net
Cell (204) 228-6507

Garry Parker
garry@parkerindustries.ca
Lake (204) 349-2763

Jo-Ann Shields
jojo_shields@yahoo.ca
Lake (Cell) (204) 299-4528

Ronald Smith
ronaldssmith@hotmail.
com
Lake (204) 349-8804

Florence Lake
Kristin Pingatore
Home (204) 803-9464

Nora Lake
Angela Hogan
Home: (204) 866-4398
aghogan@highspeedcrow.ca

Jessica Lake
Neil McMillan  
(204) 896-0584
nmcmillan@mymts.net  

Nutimik Lake
Sandra Kline
Lake (204) 348-2888

Brenda Trach
Home: (204) 510-3911  
Lake: (204) 348-7089

Red Rock Lake
Rick Emslie
Home (204) 786-3394

David McNeil
Home (204) 489-3508
Lake (204) 348-7510

Star Lake
Norm Frederickson
Home (204) 339-7493
Lake (204) 349-2050

George Lemay
Lake (204) 349-3376

Tom Walker
Home (204) 269-5988
tewalker@hotmail.com

West Hawk Lake
Richard Babyak
Home (204) 475-4996
Lake (204) 349-8406

Daniel Klass
Lake (204) 349-2606
klass6@gmail.com

Bob Morrison
Home (204) 453-1153
Lake (204) 349-2369

Dan Myk
Home (204) 889-4561
Lake (204) 349-8320
dannmyk@hotmail.com
Alan Roberts 
Home: (204) 888-9578  
Lake: (204) 349-2361  
aroberts4@shaw.ca
White Lake
Gary Kennedy
(204) 254-2300
(204) 348-7440
garykennedy@mymts.net

Deborah Seguin 
(204) 772-0647 
ecarriere@shaw.ca
HONOURARY
DIRECTORS
John Biglow 
Harry Meneer
June Phillips
Ed Wilson

Board of Directors Whiteshell Cottagers Association Inc. 2014-2015
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We are experiencing 
a brisk response to 

our email-blast for mem-
bership renewal. One 
positive result is a huge 
increase in the number 
of members who are 
discovering our rejuve-
nated website at  www.
whiteshellcottagers.
com. Large numbers of 
co�agers are registering 
on the site and renewing 
their memberships there 
as well! 

Revamped website 
and email list

This is a very good 
result in itself, since up 
to now, the only ways 
we could contact our 
membership were via 
the Echo and by Canada 
Post mailings. The web-
site and our membership 
email list, now represent 
important new avenues 
for us to keep in touch 
with our members, and 
for members to keep in 
touch with us.

On exactly that point, 
I want to update co�ag-
ers on some of the feed-
back we are ge�ing from 
members with respect to 
our campaign for mem-
bership renewals. 

First and foremost, al-
most all of the messages 
are positive, reassuring 
us of ongoing support 
and encouragement 
from the vast majority of 
members.

Responding 
to Concerns

But we acknowledge a 
few members who have 
responded to our cam-
paign with some frustra-
tion. Let me air some of 
their views, and try to an-
swer them forthrightly.

One member accused 
us of behaving just like 
the government by rais-
ing fees without justifi-
cation. To that member 
I answer that there is a 
world of difference on a 
number of counts. First 
and foremost, it is hard 
to equate a one-time in-
crease of $10 per year in 

our dues to the acceler-
ating increases of hun-
dreds of dollars each 
year for 10 consecutive 
years that the govern-
ment has arbitrarily an-
nounced. Second, we 
are an open, volunteer 
organization, and the 
decision to increase fees 
was made openly by our 
Executive and Direc-
tors. While the govern-
ment will be spending 
our service and lease 
fees without consulta-
tion for many purposes 
over which we have no 
control or interest, the 
Co�agers Association 
has clear objectives in 
mind to improve our ef-
fectiveness, broaden our 
communication with our 
members and strength-
en our position with 
government and the 
public.  Our very ability 
to publish this response 
on our website speaks 
volumes about our new 
capacity to respond to 
our members. Strength-
ening our organization 
comes with a small price 
tag all co�agers should 
be willing to support.  
Our new membership 
fee seems a small price 
to invest in a vigorous 
campaign to rein in the 
Government’s extrava-
gant ambitions to pick 
our collective pockets. 
There is no guarantee of 
success, but is there any 
of our membership who 
thinks that we shouldn’t 
try?

One co�ager asked 
why we aren’t just using 
our reserve fund to cover 
our everyday expenses? 

We acknowledge that 
we do have a reserve 
fund devoted to the 
very expensive legal and 
public relations tasks we 
are engaging in. Howev-
er, we don’t want to dig 
into the reserve, and risk 
hampering these other 
critical priorities, just to 
cover the regular oper-
ating costs of our orga-
nization. 

Increase in WCA 
Annual Fees

The small increase in 
WCA annual fees tar-
gets our everyday ex-
penditures.  We need to 
be able to answer your 
phone calls and emails, 
send out updates on 
our commi�ee activi-
ties, recruit members for 
important tasks, main-
tain liaison with other 
co�agers in Manitoba, 
keep our website updat-
ed, publish and mail the 
Echo, improve the public 
image of our organiza-
tion etc., etc. In other 
words we need to focus 
on tasks designed to en-
sure we are an organiza-
tion prepared to defend 
the interests of co�agers 
in a difficult environ-
ment. 

Preparing Our Case
Another co�age owner 

asked why we haven’t 
already taken action 
against the government, 
implying that we have 
been doing nothing in 
the past couple of years 
to address co�ager con-
cerns.  Let me assure all 
co�agers that we have 
not been foot dragging. 
We have been laying 
our plans to imple-
ment a multipronged 
approach to meet the 
government’s challenge 
head on. We have been 
working diligently with 
our lawyer preparing 
our case against both the 
service fees and the in-
creasing lease rates. On 
these grounds we have a 
strong case, but our best 
advice has been that our 
legal position will be 
strengthened if we also 
address public and gov-
ernment relations issues 

before we launch a law-
suit. So we have hired a 
public relations consul-
tant, and are working 
on the production and 
delivery of a strong mes-
sage to the public and 
media about who we are 
and what we want from 
the government. We 
have orchestrated a pe-
tition that clearly states 
our case that will be pre-
sented to the Legislature 
as part of our campaign. 
Also underway is a po-
litical action program to 
make our case directly 
to legislative members, 
so that word of our 
demands for fair and 
transparent policy will 
filter up via caucus and 
cabinet to government 
decision makers. And 
we have made contact 
with other co�age asso-
ciations in the province, 
all of whom are being 

victimized by the gov-
ernment. They have told 
us that when we go to 
court, they will be at our 
side.

So we appreciate the 
concern that we have 
been slow off the mark. 
Up to now, our exter-
nal communication has 
been sparse, for which 
we apologize. But our 
approach is be�er de-
scribed as being strate-
gic, keeping our pow-
der dry, and waiting to 
strike when conditions 
are optimal. We are also 
being prudent with our 
members money; a law-
suit may cost more than 
$100,000!  We have al-
ready spent a large sum 

in preparing our case, 
and are nearing a point 
of readiness.

Current Government 
Uncertainty

That having been said, 
the current government 
uncertainty opens up 
many opportunities for 
our message to gain at-
tention. So please be pa-
tient and stay tuned on 
that front. We will need 
volunteers for some of 
our political action steps 
and we hope that many 
of you will be prepared 
to step up.

I urge all members 
to take a positive view 
of our activities and be 
optimistic about the 
chance our message will 
be heard.

Keep up your mem-
berships, register on our 
website, encourage your 
neighbors and friends 
to join us, including the 
negative ones, and rath-
er than grumbling in the 
background, step for-
ward to help fight these 
unfair fees and rates!

Our Message 
Is Simple

Our message is simple: 
Co�agers are ordinary 
Manitobans. 

We are prepared to pay 
our fair share of Parks 
expenditures. 

We are prepared to 
pay reasonable rent for 
co�age lots. But we will 
only do so when these 
costs are apportioned 
and the rents deter-
mined fairly and openly, 
as required by the Parks 
Act. 

We will be pleased 
to take our place with 
government and other 
stakeholders to establish 
a sustainable funding 
formula that respects the 
needs of the Park and 
the interests of co�agers 
and all stakeholders.  

We simply want the 
government to be ac-
countable. 

We insist on our demo-
cratic right to have a say 
in the expenditure of our 
money.

Responding to Cottagers’ Questions

By Daniel Klass 
President, WCA

The website, 
and membership 

email list, are 
important new 
avenues for us 

to keep in touch 
with members, 

and for members 
to keep in touch 

with us.

We have been 
laying plans for 
a multipronged 

approach to meet  
government’s 

challenge, 
preparing our 
case against 

service fees and  
increasing lease 

rates. 
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Letter to the Editor

Water levels 
‘a disaster’

An Open Le�er To:

Will Kellas 
Junior Hydrologic 
Engineer
Manitoba Infrastructure 
and Transportation
Water Management and 
Structures Division
Hydrologic Forecasting 
and Water Management

This is further to my 
phone conversa-

tion on Oct 7/14.  I have 
watched over the water 
level every year since 
the weir was installed.

Last year I wrote to 
Phillip Mutula on Aug. 
15, 2013 informing 
him of the high water 
since he revised the 
weir with more rocks 
in 2013.  I phoned your 
Department in Sept. 
2013 advising the wa-
ter was too high for 
fall. This year has been 
a disaster for co�agers 
on Falcon Lake.  Many 
docks were never low-
ered into the water, 
both marinas had boats 
still wrapped and sit-
ting from last fall and 
were never put into the 
water in 2014.

Again this year on 
Oct 7/14 the water level 
for this time of the year 
is the highest it has 
been in several years, 
1066.25 or 6.5 on the 
gauge, well above the 
seasonal target.  Winter 
is coming and this does 
not bode well for next 
spring.  I just returned 
from Kenora and the 
lake level there has 
dropped 2 feet; where-
as here at Falcon the 
lake has gone down 10 
inches since June 2014.

When Alf Warkentin 
was controlling our lev-
els, he had employees 
come out to view the 
weir and lower the weir 
by removing rocks.

This past two years I 
have lost three to four 
feet of soil from my 
property shore and 
have trees that have 

large roots exposed.  
The front two pillars of 
my boat port have been 
in water since June 

2014.  Also with the 
south winds and the 
waves or boat wakes 
have resulted in con-

siderable damage.
I have taken pictures 

of the damage and also 
have pictures that Alf 

sent me when he con-
trolled the level of the 
weir.

A fellow co�ager and 
I would like to meet 
with your Department 
(not the local Conser-
vation office personnel)  
to explain and show 
you the consequences 
of these high water lev-
els.

You may contact me 
or Wayne Anderson at 
the email addresses be-
low.
Wayne Anderson
wra@stbpallet.com
 
Warren Barnard
wbarnard@mymts.net
Caddy Lake 
Block 4 Lot 7
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District Offices
Falcon Lake
(204) 349-2201
Rennie
(204) 369-3153
Seven Sisters
(204) 348-4004

District Park Supervisors
North Whiteshell
Greg Legall (204) 348-4006
South Whiteshell
Kelvin Kowaski (204) 349-6015

Enforcement Inquiries
North Whiteshell
Andrew Prokopchuk
(District Supervisor/Natural 
Resource  Officer)
(204) 348-4008

South Whiteshell
Sean Federspiel
(District Supervisor/Natural 
Resource Officer) 
(204) 349-6018

Manitoba Conservation 
Contact Information

Ser�ing the Whiteshell
and sur�ounding areas

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,                  
 

A li�le nostalgia and 
a human interest 

story in pictures:
Thought you and 

your Echo readers 
might enjoy seeing the 
two accompanying 
photos taken at our Jes-
sica Lake co�age. 

Brian was two when 
he and Grandad took 
their walking sticks and 
headed out for a walk. 
Unknown to them, I 
took their picture and 
then decided to enter it 
in the Echo photo con-
test that year. It didn’t 
place.

So imagine our sur-
prise and delight when 
the Third Edition of 
the Co�agers’ Handbook 
arrived the following 
Spring, and the photo 
was featured on the 
back cover!  

Last summer (2013) 
we decided to take an-

other picture as close 
to the first one as we 
could (note Grandad’s 
same pants). What fun 
to see the difference 14 
years make!

We know that oth-
ers will also have great 
memories of times past 
at the lake. We hope the 
future generation and 
their families will have 

an abundance of such 
wonderful times to-
gether at their co�ages! 

Time goes by so fast.

Sincerely,
Pat and Mel (Grandad) 
Finlayson
Block 7 Lot 14
Jessica Lake

Grandad and grandson enjoy precious moments at the cottage, 14 years apart.
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4L Communications Inc.

MTS Connect

AYA Construction

Amos Plumbing

Andersen Groundworks

Camp Nutimik

E. J. Wiebe Transport

Falcon Lake Plumbing

Falcon Realty Team

Green Inspirations Landscaping

Ike’s Eavestroughing

Jensen Contracting

Lakeside Enterprises

Lumber One

Mason Plumbing & Heating

Manitoba Conservation

Manitoba Hydro

Milne Homes

COPP North Whiteshell 
Citizens on Patrol

Nuttall Boating Safety

Pat’s Pottery

Paul Duncan Realty

Penta Spray Insulation

Pine Creek Homes

Plett Custom 
Window Coverings

Rene’s Septic Tank Service

Ritchie Construction

Sampson’s Realty

Whiteshell Plumbing

Zimmerman Ideal 
Maintenance Services

The Whiteshell Echo extends sincere wishes for
the best of the season to all of our 2014 advertisers

To advertise in the Whiteshell Echo 
contact the Editor, James Buchok at (204) 831-7274 

or by email: echo@whiteshellcottagers.com
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WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION 2014 PHOTO CONTEST

I guess we can blame the low number of entries in this year’s contest on the terrible summer weather, what with 
high water levels and lots of cloudy, windy days. There were only 63 entries in the photo competition. There 

were some really excellent photos taken by three or four participants, but I can only award one prize per entrant as 
per the contest rules. Thanks to all the contestants for their interest in the photo competition. It was my pleasure, 
once again, to judge the photos for the Whiteshell Co�agers Association Photo Contest. Thanks to all the contes-
tants for their interest in the photo competition. 

1st Place $75 
Gail Patche�, Block 2, Lot 4, Nutimik Lake
Judge’s comments:
Gail Patche�’s evening scene of a boater heading for 
home is silhoue�ed by several trees back-lit by a rosy sky 
and blue, rosy water. A wonderful scene. Good going 
Gail.

3rd Place $35 
Darlene Karp, Block 4, Lot 19, White Lake

Judge’s  comments:
Darlene Karp’s evening photo shows a se�ing sun with 
a large rock in shadow on the left and a fir branch on the 

right frame. An interesting scene.

2nd Place $50 
Brenda Ford, Block 4, Lot 9, Caddy Lake

Judge’s comments:
Brenda Ford’s evening scene shows a boat docked, 

surrounded by trees against a colourful early evening 
sky.  A nice moody shot.

4th Place $25
Janet Lawrenson

Crescent Beach, Lot 29, West Hawk Lake
Judge’s comments:

Janet Lawrenson’s entry…a very uncluttered wooden dock 
descending into the water, with two youngsters in tubes en-

joying the sunny day.  They are merely dots in the blue water 
and the blue sky.

By Gerry Cairns, retired Free Press Photojournalist and WCA Photo Contest Judge

SCENIC CATEGORY
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1st Place $75
Mariella Di Santo, Block 13, Lot 48, Falcon Lake

Judge’s comments:
Mariella Di Santo’s photo of a crane in flight is a wonderful shot, 
framed nicely with river grass in the foreground and a slightly 
cloudy sky. Beautiful.

 

3rd  Place $35
D. B. Robbie, Block 5, Lot 15, Dorothy Lake

Judge’s comments:
D. B. Robbie’s view of four Mallard ducklings swimming 

close together in the rippling water with lighting from 
behind them is a nice peaceful photo.

2nd Place $50
Stephane Wood, Block 8, Lot 10, Jessica Lake

Judge’s comments:
Stephane Wood’s entry … a quiet, restful view of a 
loon in the lake with grass on the left of the scene 

really adds to the entry.

4th Place $25 
Carol Claydon, Trailor Park, Lot 4, 

West Hawk Lake

Judge’s comments:
 Carol Claydon’s entry is completely different from 
the other entries. It depicts a dark sky brightened up by a 

vibrant rainbow over the water.

NATURE CATEGORY

WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION 2014 PHOTO CONTEST



14    WHITESHELL ECHO   DECEMBER  2014             

1st Place $75
Kristin Bender, Block 6, Lot 12, Jessica Lake
         
Judge’s comments:
Kristin Bender’s action photo has a water skier on a 
single ski with a huge spray behind him in a late day 
photo with a warm orange glow.

3rd  Place $35
Peter A. T. Brown, Block 8, Lot 25, West Hawk Lake

Judge’s comments:
Peter Brown’s entry shows a toddler with a life jacket flying 

off a dock to a waiting man’s arms in the water. The man 
has an anxious look on his face.

2nd Place $50
Kim Zacharias, Block 6, Lot 1, Jessica Lake

Judge’s comments:
Kim Zacharias’s water scene is a couple of water rafts out 

of the water behind a fast moving boat.

4th Place $25 
Kim Osborne, Block 4, Lot 3, Big Whiteshell Lake

Judge’s comments:
 Kim Osborne’s action photo shows a lad in mid air as 

he is going to hit the water any second now.

ACTION CATEGORY

WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION 2014 PHOTO CONTEST
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1st Place $75
Téa Lecocq, age 12
Block 12, Lot 12, Brereton Lake

Judge’s comments:
Téa Lecocq’s entry of a humming bird in flight is a 
wonderful shot. It is very difficult to catch these 
little guys in flight.

3rd  Place $35
Brenna Hughes, age 11 

Block 12, Lot 23, Falcon Lake
The third place winner was Brenna Hughes’ photo of dew 

drops on a plant’s leaf.

4th Place $25
Morgan Turner, age 7 

Block 1, Lot 16, West Hawk Lake
Morgan Turner caught his “Pop” about to hit the water 

as he jumps from the dock.

YOUTH CATEGORY — 16 AND UNDER

2nd Place $50
Monique LaBossiere

Block 10, Lot 37, Falcon Lake
Judge’s comments:

Monique Labossiere’s photo of a bee drinking nectar 
from daisy flowers made it a second place winner.

WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION 2014 PHOTO CONTEST
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Otter Falls

As November rolled 
around the out-

side temperature re-
minded us of the blus-
tery weather to come. 
Hopefully we will ex-
perience a milder win-
ter than we had last 
year.  We are fortunate 
though with the milder 
weather we had this 
fall.

With co�ages win-
terized, there are some 
adventurous souls still 
making the trip out to 
the Whiteshell to en-
joy the scenery and the 
snow.  What a wonder-
ful place to be when 
times permits. The 
winter months are es-
pecially beautiful with 
the snow glistening ev-
erywhere.  The general 
calm that overtakes 
the area is a welcome 
retreat after the hustle 
and bustle of life in the 
city. 

Some reluctant geese 
are finally deciding it 
is time for their south-
bound journey and 
their calls seem to echo 
with more urgency in 
the colder air.

Meet And Greet 
Your Neighbours

Kristine and Robert 
Be�encourt are at Block 
3, Lot 14.

The co�age has been 
in Kristine’s family 
since 1941 and she and 
Robert love being out 
there.  While the co�age 
still does not have run-
ning water, it doesn’t 
pose much of a prob-
lem for them.  Kristine 
says, “we just bring in 
lots of jugs of water”.

They enjoy fishing 
and water sports and 
every year they canoe 
to Pine Point. It has al-
most become a tradi-
tion.

As Kristine puts it, 
when asked about Ot-
ter Falls, “It’s a magical 
place and it holds a spe-
cial place in my heart”.

Don and Vivian Lob-
ert have their co�age at 

Block 1, Lot 5.
They have enjoyed 

their co�age since 1986.  
Before that, they had a 
trailer at Nutimik and 
jumped at the oppor-
tunity to purchase a 
co�age in an area they 
loved.

Don relates some-
thing about the his-
tory of the co�age.  It 
was originally built by 
a CNR employee, later 
another fellow from 
CNR took possession. 
“And now we have it 
and I was with CNR 
too!”

Don and Vivian love 
the relaxation, fishing 
and having the grand 
children out to have 
fun, while tubing and 
partaking of other wa-
ter activities.  They all 
certainly enjoy it and 
that’s the way it should 
be.

O�er Falls Resort 
with the restaurant and 
store, is pre�y much 
the hub of the area.

Peter and Lori Derk-
sen purchased the re-
sort from Gordon and 
Jackie Zechel in 2001, 
making the Derksen’s 
only the third owner 
in its seventy-five year 
history.

Peter and Lori were 
originally from Mani-
toba but had resided 
in Alberta for some 
time.  On a trip back to 
Manitoba in 2000 they 
contemplated moving 
back here, as they were 

ready for a change and 
were considering man-
aging a resort.  Luckily, 
the one at O�er Falls 
became available.

The fact that owner-
ship wasn’t constantly 
changing hands spoke 
well to them and the 
location and potential 
it had, were all positive 
factors in their deci-
sion.

Since Peter and 
Lori have been here,                    
they have built five new 
cabins and all of the 
cabins are lake front.  
Eight of the cabins are 
open during the winter 
months for those who 
want to get away from 
the city.

With the resort, store 
and restaurant,        t h e 
Derksen’s easily put in 
sixteen-hour days, sev-
en days a week from 
May until Thanksgiv-
ing.  Business begins to 
slow down in the fall 
and they find them-
selves with a bit more 
time on their hands. 
Wintertime is almost 
as busy as the summer 
is, as there is always 
yard work to do and 
the maintenance of the 
cabins. Peter and Lori 
don’t have far to go af-
ter the day is done, as 
they reside above the 
store year round.

Lori and Peter’s son 
David and their daugh-
ter Amy have worked 
with them for the past 
two years and will 

eventually take over 
one day when Lori 
and Peter decide to re-
tire.  “We really want to 
keep it in the family”, 
said Peter.

The flood this past 
summer affected them 
quite a bit.  The store 
was not as busy, as the 
majority of it’s business 
comes from the camp-
ers in the campground.  
Not many of the co�ag-
ers were down either, 
so they really felt the 
impact.

Peter mentioned that 
they have had archeol-
ogists stay at the resort 
during ‘digs’ near the 
falls. “This was a main 
trading post at one 
time,” he said.

Lori added, “We have 
an annual fish fry the 
second Saturday in July 
and it always seems to 
have a large turnout.  
People who no longer 

have co�ages here have 
returned to visit with 
people they previously 
saw all the time. People 
come from all over. It’s 
a lot of fun!”  

Their final comment 
was “we just love it 
here”!

With fewer co�agers 
being at their co�ages 
at this time of year, this 
will be the last Meet 
and Greet until spring.

Announcements
If there are any up-

coming birthdays, an-
niversaries, or other 
events you would like 
mentioned, please con-
tact me by email at di-
anedreikluft @mymts.net 
and I will do my best to 
include it.

In closing, I would 
like to wish you all a 
peaceful, happy Christ-
mas season.  Until next 
time… be safe and keep 
well.

By Diane Dreikluft
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 Robert and Kristine Bettencourt Vivian and Don Lobert

David, Amy, Lori and Peter Derksen. 
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West Hawk Lake Yacht Club

For the ninth sum-
mer the West Hawk 

Lake Yacht club ran one 
of the largest Learn-to-
Sail programs in the 
province, using a mix 
of club boats and those 
of the Sailing Mani-
toba mobile program.  
Four courses were of-
fered; Can Sail 1-3 in-
troductory programs 
for youth and adults 
and intermediate and 
advanced programs 
for youth.  Despite 
the dreary weather 
and crazy high water 
in July, the program 
was seen as a success 
with 43 students tak-
ing part. We also ran 
a Learn to Windsurf 
course for the second 
year with Coach An-
dreas Suderman of 
Victoria Beach Yacht 
Club instructing.  The 
classes were full and 
with all the positive 
comments from the 
participants, windsurf-
ing is alive and well.

New for 2014 was the 
addition of two classes 
of girls from the Caddy 
Lake Girl Guides. Zig-
Zag Yacht Club instruc-
tor Julia Krovats came 
over to instruct and the 
girls had a great week 
of wind. Because of the 
success of the week the 
Boys Scouts have made 
some inquiries about 
participating next 
year.  Hopefully we’ll 
see both these groups 
every summer.   

Congratulations to 
our Youth Racers!  

Brennan Agar (last 
year’s Manitoba Under 
19 Female Sailor of the 
Year) represented us 
very well against some 
tough competition in 
her Laser Radial, trav-
elling with the provin-
cial team all over the 
country.

A huge thank you to 
those volunteers and 
families that made the 
Learn to Sail classes 
one of our biggest years 
ever! We’ve had huge 

support from many 
families at West Hawk 
and surrounding lakes 
in the way of donations 
of sail boats, coach 
boats, and the lodging 
of our Sailing Manito-
ba coaches when they 
come from the city to 
help us run our Learn 
to Sail classes. 

Thank you to:
● Stephanie Hal-

prin for use of their 
beach and docks for 
the Optis.

● Janet and Kevin 
Harbo�le and Brad 
and Kristy Hayden for 
use of their beach and 
docks for the Tumble-
weeds and Flying Ju-
niors

● Donna Hayden, 
Tom and Kathleen 
Saunders, Sarah An-
seeuw, Cory Krestano-
wich, Jen Hayden, Lisa 
McBride and Jennith 
Guertin for feeding 
our coaches.

● The Anseeuw, Ryan, 
Krestanowich and Ad-
ams Families for use of 
their tin boats and mo-
tors.

Zig Zag Yacht Club 
for loaning us their 
instructors for two 
weeks.

All the parents who 
helped us unload and 
load the Sailing Mani-
toba boats, no easy job!  
I apologize if I have 
forgo�en anyone!

Another huge thank 
you to our bingo and 
fund raising volunteers 
this year:   Jim Adams, 
Jeff Loth ian , Kevin 
Anseeuw, Rob McMa-
hon, Glen Agar, Jeff 
McBride, Brian Bycz-

kowsky and Paul Kres-
tanowich.

Working Towards 
a Club House

Serious a�ention is 
now turning to secur-
ing a site to construct a 
club house, as at pres-
ent, the club gets by 
on the good graces of 
its members who al-
low classes to be run 
from their docks and 
club boats to be stored 
on their property. Bin-
gos, grant applications 
and a capital campaign 
should see us build a 
clubhouse and storage 
facility hopefully by 
the end of next sum-
mer at the latest.  Just 
need approval from 
Parks!  

Please call or email 
us if you would like 

to volunteer for one of 
our bingos, make a do-
nation to the cause or 
help us build. When 
the building commi�ee 
comes to ask for money, 
please give generously!

For those that would 
like a West Hawk Lake 
Yacht Club t-shirt or 
hat (that I keep run-
ning out of) they are 
$20.  Just email me 
your t-shirt size and 
make the cheque out 
to the WHLYC.

Plans for 2015
Plans for the 2015 

season are complete.
We’re hosting BOOT 
Camp and Provincial 
Optis again in August.  
For 2016 we’ve been 
awarded the hosting of 
the Manitoba Games 
at the main beach site!  
The website is updated 

with the summer of 
2014 pictures and our 
Learn to Sail classes 
are booked for July 20-
24, 2015. 

We will continue 
to offer assistance to 
folks with boats sit-
ting on their docks, 
under their co�ages or 
“somewhere out be-
hind the co�age” in re-
storing those boats to 
sailable condition. 

Anyone interested in 
our programs should 
be sure to contact us 
early in spring to avoid 
disappointment.  Email 
us at pckrest@shaw.ca if 
you have any ques-
tions or would like to 
help out. 

Have a great winter 
and we’ll see you on 
the water soon!

By Paul Krestanowich
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Nutimik Lake 

It is the end of Octo-
ber and I was wor-

ried I wouldn’t have 
anything to write for 
my article, but there 
is no be�er way to get 
inspiration for writing 
this article than spend-
ing time at the cabin. 
We went from a busy 
weekend of co�agers 
and campers hosting 
many Thanksgiving 
festivities one week-
end, to the next, when 
it got so quiet that you 
could hear the leaves 
falling off the trees.  Al-
though my girls were 
sad they couldn’t go 
buy treats at the store, 
as it was closed, they 
thought it was pre�y 
neat that they could 
run through all the 
empty campsites with-
out anything in their 
way to stop them.  

Beach Now 
Seems Massive

Did you all see how 
big our beaches are? 
Although the beaches 
were small this sum-
mer, I must admit that 
we all got pre�y cozy 
si�ing so close to each 
other on the sand. 
Now that the water 
went down, and it is 
the lowest it has been 
in a long time, our 
beach seems massive!  

When the high wa-
ters receded, part of 
our beach had eroded 
and we ended up with 
a cliff on first beach.  
Manitoba Conserva-
tion recently trans-
ported sand from the 
O�er Falls sandbag-
ging station to Nu-
timik’s first beach, to 
decrease our cliff and 
add more sand to the 
beach.  They also add-
ed more sand to the 
play structure area.

Bulk Water 
Fill Up Station

If  you are driving 
past first beach boat 
launch at Nutimik, 
you may have noticed 
a bunch of trees cut 

down and a concrete 
pad that has been 
poured. Manitoba 
Conservation is build-
ing a bulk water fill up 
station here.
Be Sure To Pay Your 
Snow Clearing Fee 
We have already seen 

snow falling, which 
means winter is upon 
us and it is time to pay 
your block collector 
for clearing your roads 
this winter. If you are 
planning on making 
a trip or two out to 
the cabin  this winter, 
please pay your block 
collector for your road 
clearing on your block. 
I must say, it is nice not  
to worry about get-
ting stuck while com-
ing out to the cabin in 
winter. Thank you to 
all the people who are 
spending the time to 
be in charge of collect-
ing fees and organiz-
ing the clearing of the 
roads.  

Deepest Sympa-
thies

On June 4, 2014, Al-
ice Zak passed away 
at the age of 83. Al-
ice and her husband 
of 61 years, George, 
spent many summers 
at their co�age, Block 
3 Nutimik, and win-
ters in Texas.  Deepest 
sympathies go out to 
George.  

Hope For A 
Less Harsh Winter
Let’s hope that our 

winter is a li�le less 
harsh than last year 
and we can spend more 
hours exploring and 
enjoying the outdoors!  
If you have already 
closed up your cabin 
for the winter, we will 
see you in the spring, 
and if not, we hope 
to see you outside ex-
ploring Nutimik with 
us this winter.

Merry Christmas
and Send Me Your 

News!
I hope you all have a 

Merry Christmas and 
a joyous New Year!

As always, if you 

have any stories of 
your adventures, news 
or pictures (so you 
don’t always have to 

see my kids), that you 
would like to share 
in this article, please 
send me an email at 

kerrilaw@mymts.net 
or stop by our cabin at 
Block 4 Lot 15.

By Kerri Pleskach

Addison and Rorie pose for the annual ‘Picture at the Sign.’

A cliff was formed at First Beach. 

The beach looks massive now that the water, and cottagers, have receded.
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Ciao Bella Betula ... 
Another summer 

has come and gone,  by 
now most of us have 
closed up our co�ages 
for the season. But be-
fore you know it we’ll 
all be back to enjoy, 
create memories and 
enjoy nature. I know 
you’re thinking ‘but we 
have to deal with that 
cold winter first.’ Of 
course we do, but then 
we wouldn’t appreciate 
the summers we have, 
then would we?

Way Out West
My travels this fall 

have taken me out 
west. I visited Osoyoos, 
B.C. again and met 
some people from Slave 
Lake. I was taken with 
the beauty of where 
we were. We sat on the 
beach Sept. 27 enjoy-
ing the warm air and 
the waves gently hit-
ting the shore until the 
wee hours of the morn-
ing; nobody could get 
enough. They shared 
stories with me and I 
with them. I told them 
of my lake, Betula, how 
it has such beauty and 
it’s so much fun be-
ing there. I was happy 
that I could bring them 
into my moments at the 
lake, and they were in-
trigued enough to want 
to come visit. I do hope 
they come visit one 
day!

Upon waking up the 
next morning I enjoyed 
the sulphuric sensation  
watching the mist rise 
above the lake towards 
the mountains and the 
gentle clouds whisper-
ing past. It reminded 
me of such a beautiful 
summer morning when 
the loons sing and the 
world awakes at Bet-
ula. I was happy to be 
by a lake and smiled as 
I thought of the many 
happy memories I had 
from the summer. 

Home and Away
We came home in 

October for Thanks-
giving, then left for 

Wisconsin and drove 
through the Chippewa 
National Forest in Min-
nesota. While driving 
down the highway we 
saw a most beauti-
ful sight, a bald eagle 
flew directly above us. 
I learned a lot about 
the Ojibwa people and 
how they became an 
integral part of the fur 
trade economy. It was 
fascinating to learn that 
they would travel vast 
distances to trade and 
travel with their ances-
tral brothers and sis-
ters in our area known 
as the Whiteshell. Like 
that bald eagle, they ex-
plored vast territories 
and conquered their 
domain.

We travelled the whole 
circumference of Lake 
Superior, 1,300 miles in 
total. We visited O�awa 
and then back home to 
Winterpeg, only to hear 
that Betula’s mayoralty 
hopeful, Judy Wasy-
lycia-Leis, aka Shirley 
Jones, had lost the race. 
Maybe now she can be-
come a full time blue-
berry picker and take 
some extra time to en-
joy the lake. 

Since it’s been awhile 
that I’ve been at the 
lake I have nothing to 
report, so I will share 
some tips and ideas 
with you. 

How to build
a Winter Campfire

Choosing a location
  If you already have a 
built-in firepit free of 
snow, you should have 
no problem. If not, 
there are a few things 
you’ll need to do first. 
If there’s li�le snow in 
the area, shovel what 
you have aside so that 
you can start the fire 
on solid ground. If 
there’s a thick base or 
too much snow to push 
aside, pack it down so 
that you have a solid 
platform to put a base 
of logs on which to start 
your fire on. Without 
this step, the firewood 
is likely to sink into the 
top layer of snow, mak-

ing it difficult for you to 
start the fire and keep it 
going. 
Gathering Firewood 

  Unless  you already 
have a pile of logs gath-
ered for your wood-
stove, ge�ing firewood 
may be your biggest 
challenge. Even if the 
wood is covered in light, 
fluffy snow, it could 
still be dry enough to 
burn. 

Starting the Fire
Even slightly damp 

wood can be difficult to 
get going, which is why 
you may need a li�le 
extra help in winter. 
Try using fire starter, 
or fallen pine needles, 
pinecones, and bark act 
as great sources of kin-
dling.
Maintaining the Fire 
  Once you have the 
fire started, you want 
to be sure to keep it go-
ing — otherwise, your 
popularity among the 
crowd could slip pre�y 
quickly. Surround the 
fire with any logs you 
haven’t used, so the 
heat of the fire can help 
dry them out and pro-
vide you with an extra 
stash to add to the fire 
as the evening moves 
on. Bring out the hot 
chocolate and enjoy the 
evening.

Winter Sports 
and Activities

We all know that be-
ing active is good for 
you, no ma�er what 
time of year, but when 
the days are short and 
cold, staying inside and 

huddling in front of the 
TV can be tempting. 
Don’t give in! Taking 
up a new sport or ac-
tivity is always a great 
way to enjoy the winter 
season, and it’s even 
be�er if you find some-
thing the whole fam-
ily can participate in. It 
gets you outside, off the 
couch, and enjoying the 
winter sunshine.

Try Snowshoeing 
Snowshoeing is prob-

ably the easiest way to 
get out and have fun in 
the snow. Sure it won’t 
get you into the Olym-
pics, get your adrena-
line pumping, or make 
you an action sports 
star the way other win-
ter sports might, but 
snowshoeing is still a 
great pass time. Here 
are five good reasons 
why you should give it 
a try:

1. It’s easy
Unlike most other 

winter sports, snow-
shoeing doesn’t re-
quire lessons or years 
of practice to perfect. 
If you can walk, you 
can snowshoe. Simply 
strap them on and go; 
it really couldn’t be any 
easier, which makes it 
a great family outing. 
Kids, grandparents, 
and just about anyone 
in between can enjoy 
this pastime with ease.

2. It’s cheap
Snowshoes are rela-

tively cheap. Compared 
to a snowboard, bind-
ings, boots, goggles, a 
life pass, or worse yet, 

hockey gear, you can 
get into snowshoeing 
for li�le money. Snow-
shoes range in price 
starting at about $65 
and going up to about 
$200, so they won’t 
break the bank. Assum-
ing you already have 
winter clothing, that 
one piece of gear is all 
you need.

3. It’s fun
Snowshoeing is fun. 

There’s no way around 
the fact that spending 
time in the wilderness 
is always a good time. 
Seeing what the forest 
looks like with meters 
of snow piled on top 
of it is a great way to 
spend a cold, winter af-
ternoon.

4. It’s Healthy
You don’t have to run 

on a treadmill during 
the dark days of win-
ter—snowshoeing is 
a great way to stay fit. 
And don’t worry about 
ge�ing cold. Simply 
make sure you have a 
base layer on, get an 
appropriate number of 
layers (they can always 
be removed when you 
warm up), and in a mat-
ter of minutes you’ll be 
warmed right back up. 
It’s a great workout, 
and it’s fun. Win, win!

And, anywhere 
there’s a bit of snow, 
you can snowshoe. You 
can even cross the lake. 
Just think how cool it 
would be if next sum-
mer as you’re si�ing on 
your dock, or you’re at 
the beach or cruising in 
your boat to know that 
you walked to the “is-
land.” 

With the holiday sea-
son just around the cor-
ner I extend merriment 
to everyone. I wish ev-
eryone good things. 
But most of all I wish 
you peace. Share time 
with those who mean 
the most.  Laugh much 
and love lots.  
Cheers.
Donna Betula 
aka Angel Bozyk

Betula Lake

Be sure lake or  river ice is thick enough for your activity.

By Angel Bozyk
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Roast Turkey and Gravy
Ingredients 
2 tablespoons kosher salt
1 tablespoon ground black pepper
1 tablespoon poultry seasoning
1 (12 pound) whole turkey, neck and 
giblets reserved
2 onions, coarsely chopped
3 ribs celery, coarsely chopped
2 carrots, coarsely chopped
3 sprigs fresh rosemary
1/2 bunch fresh sage
1/2 cup butter
1 bay leaf
6 cups water
2 tablespoons turkey fat
1 tablespoon butter
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
3 cups turkey pan drippings
1/4 teaspoon balsamic vinegar (optional)
1 tablespoon chopped fresh sage
 salt and ground black pepper to taste

Directions

1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C).
2. Mix 2 tablespoons salt, and 1 tablespoon pepper, and poultry 
seasoning in a small bowl. Tuck turkey wings under the bird, and 
season cavity with about 1 tablespoon of the poultry seasoning 
mixture. Reserve remaining poultry seasoning mix.
3. Toss the onion, celery, and carrots together in a bowl. Stuff 
about 1/2 cup of the vegetable mixture, rosemary sprigs, and 1/2 
bunch sage into the cavity of the turkey. Tie legs together with 
kitchen string. Loosen the skin on top of the turkey breast using 
fingers or a small spatula. Place about 2 tablespoons butter under 
the skin and spread evenly. Spread the remaining butter (about 2 
tablespoons) all over the outside of the skin. Sprinkle the outside 
of the turkey with the remaining poultry seasoning mix.
4. Spread the remaining onion, celery, and carrots into a large 
roasting pan. Place the turkey on top of the vegetables. Fill the 
pan with about 1/2 inch of water. Arrange a sheet of aluminum foil 
over the breast of the turkey.
5. Roast the turkey in the preheated oven until no longer pink at 
the bone and the juices run clear, about 3 1/2 hours. An instant-
read thermometer inserted into the thickest part of the thigh, near 
the bone should read 165 degrees F (75 degrees C). Remove the 
foil during the last hour of cooking. Baste the turkey with the pan 
juices.
6. While the turkey is roasting, make stock: place neck, heart, and 
gizzards in a saucepan with the bay leaf and water. Simmer over 
medium heat for 2 hours. Strain the turkey giblets from the stock, 
and discard giblets. There should be at least 4 cups of stock.
7. Remove the turkey from the oven, cover with a doubled sheet 
of aluminum foil, and allow to rest in a warm area for 10 to 15 
minutes before slicing. Pour the pan juices, about 3 cups, into 
a saucepan and set aside. Skim off the turkey fat from the pan 
juices, reserving about 2 tablespoons.
8. Heat 2 tablespoons of the turkey fat and 1 tablespoon butter in 
a saucepan over medium heat. Transfer the onion from the roast-
ing pan into the skillet. Cook and stir until the onion is browned, 
about 5 minutes, then stir in the flour. Continue to cook and stir 
for about 5 minutes more; whisk in 4 cups of the skimmed tur-
key stock and the reserved pan juices until smooth; skim off any 
foam. Stir in the balsamic vinegar. Simmer until the gravy is thick-
ened, whisking constantly, about 10 minutes. Stir in 1 tablespoon 
of chopped sage, and season to taste with salt and black pepper.

Honey Glazed Ham
Ingredients 
1 (5 pound) ready-to-eat ham
 1/4 cup whole cloves
 1/4 cup dark corn syrup
 2 cups honey
 2/3 cup butter

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C).
2. Score ham, and stud with the whole cloves. Place ham in foil 
lined pan.
3. In the top half of a double boiler, heat the corn syrup, honey and 
butter. Keep glaze warm while baking ham.
4. Brush glaze over ham, and bake for 1 hour and 15 minutes in 
the preheated oven. Baste ham every 10 to 15 minutes with the 
honey glaze. During the last 4 to 5 minutes of baking, turn on 
broiler to caramelize the glaze. Remove from oven, and let sit a 
few minutes before serving.

Caramel Apple Pork Chops
Ingredients
4 (3/4 inch) thick pork chops
1 teaspoon vegetable oil
2 tablespoons brown sugar
salt and pepper to taste
1/8 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/8 teaspoon ground nutmeg
2 tablespoons unsalted butter
2 tart apples - peeled, cored and sliced
3 tablespoons pecans (optional)

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 175 degrees F (80 degrees C). Place a me-
dium dish in the oven to warm.
2. Heat a large skillet over medium-high heat. Brush chops lightly 
with oil and place in hot pan. Cook for 5 to 6 minutes, turning 
occasionally, or until done. Transfer to the warm dish, and keep 
warm in the preheated oven.
3. In a small bowl, combine brown sugar, salt and pepper, cin-
namon and nutmeg. Add butter to skillet, and stir in brown sugar 
mixture and apples. Cover and cook until apples are just tender. 
Remove apples with a slotted spoon and arrange on top of chops. 
Keep warm in the preheated oven.
4. Continue cooking sauce uncovered in skillet, until thickened 
slightly. Spoon sauce over apples and chops. Sprinkle with pe-
cans.

Mer�� Christ�as
 �om the Echo

WHAT’S COOKING?  CHRISTMAS RECIPES
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Slow Cooker Stuffing
Ingredients: 
1 cup butter
2 cups chopped onion
2 cups chopped celery
1/4 cup fresh parsley
12 ounces fresh mushrooms, sliced
12 1/2 cups dry bread cubes
1 teaspoon poultry seasoning
1 1/2 teaspoons dried sage
1 teaspoon dried thyme
1/2 teaspoon dried marjoram
1 1/2 teaspoons salt
1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper
4 1/2 cups chicken broth
2 eggs, beaten

Directions
1.Melt butter or margarine in a skillet over medium heat. Cook on-
ion, celery, mushroom, and parsley in butter, stirring frequently.
2. Spoon cooked vegetables over bread cubes in a very large mix-
ing bowl. Season with poultry seasoning, sage, thyme, marjoram, 
and salt and pepper. Pour in enough broth to moisten, and mix in 
eggs. Transfer mixture to slow cooker, and cover.
3. Cook on High for 45 minutes, then reduce heat to Low, and 
cook for 4 to 8 hours.

Footnotes
To make the slow cooker stuffing in the oven, prepare as directed 
using the full amount of broth. Transfer to a 9x13 inch baking dish 
or other large casserole dish. Bake uncovered for 45 minutes to 1 
hour at 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
This recipe is designed for use in a standard 4 quart slow cooker. 
Larger slow cookers will also work.

Slow Cooker Cheesy Mushroom Potatoes
Ingredients      
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 teaspoon butter
1/2 pound white mushrooms, sliced
5 large Yukon Gold potatoes, quartered and sliced
4 cups shredded Cheddar cheese
1/2 cup milk
1/4 cup minced onion
2 tablespoons butter
1 tablespoon garlic salt
1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper

Directions 
1. Heat olive oil and 1 teaspoon butter in a skillet over medium 
heat. 
2. Cook and stir mushrooms in butter until tender and browned, 
about 10 minutes.
3. Stir cooked mushrooms, potatoes, Cheddar cheese, milk, onion, 
2 tablespoons butter, garlic salt, and black pepper together in a 
slow cooker.
4. Cook on High until potatoes are tender and Cheddar cheese is 
melted, about 4 hours.

Christmas Breakfast Sausage Casserole
Ingredients
1 pound ground pork sausage
1 teaspoon mustard powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
4 eggs, beaten
2 cups milk
6 slices white bread, toasted and cut into cubes
8 ounces mild Cheddar cheese, shredded

Directions
1. Crumble sausage into a medium skillet. Cook over medium heat 
until evenly brown; drain.
2. In a medium bowl, mix together mustard powder, salt, eggs and 
milk. Add the sausage, bread cubes, and cheese, and stir to coat 
evenly. Pour into a greased 9x13 inch baking dish. Cover, and chill 
in the refrigerator for 8 hours, or overnight.
3. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
4. Cover, and bake 45 to 60 minutes. Uncover, and reduce tem-
perature to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C). Bake for an additional 
30 minutes, or until set.

Eggnog
Makes 12 servings
Ingredients

4 cups milk
5 whole cloves
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
12 egg yolks
1 1/2 cups sugar
2 1/2 cups light rum
4 cups light cream
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg

Directions
1. Combine milk, cloves, 1/2 teaspoon vanilla, and cinnamon in a 
saucepan, and heat over lowest setting for 5 minutes. Slowly bring 
milk mixture to a boil.
2. In a large bowl, combine egg yolks and sugar. Whisk together 
until fluffy. Whisk hot milk mixture slowly into the eggs. Pour mix-
ture into saucepan. Cook over medium heat, stirring constantly 
for 3 minutes, or until thick. Do not allow mixture to boil. Strain to 
remove cloves, and let cool for about an hour.
4. Stir in rum, cream, 2 teaspoon vanilla, and nutmeg. Refrigerate 
overnight before serving.

Soft Christmas Cookies
Ingredients
3 3/4 cups all-purpose flour 1 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt   1 cup margarine, softened
1 1/2 cups white sugar  2 eggs
2 teaspoons vanilla extract

Directions
1. Sift flour, baking powder, and salt together, set aside. In a large 
bowl, cream together the margarine and sugar until light and fluffy. 
2. Beat in the eggs one at a time, then stir in the vanilla. Gradually 
blend in the sifted ingredients until fully absorbed. Cover dough, 
and chill for 2 hours.
3. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees C). Grease cookie 
sheets. On a clean floured surface, roll out small portions of chilled 
dough to 1/4 inch thickness. Cut out shapes using cookie cutters.
4.Bake 6 to 8 minutes in the preheated oven, or until edges are 
barely brown. Remove from cookie sheets to cool on wire racks.

WHAT’S COOKING?  CHRISTMAS RECIPES
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As I write this last 
article for 2014, 

there are snow flurries 
falling, actually being 
tossed around by the 
wind, a sure sign of 
what Old Man Winter 
has in store for us. All 
of the  trees are bare 
of their leaves and are 
preparing to go into 
a state of dormancy 
for the long winter 
months. The squirrels 
are running around 
like last minute Christ-
mas shoppers filling up 
their larders. There are 
still gaggles of geese 
around, fa�ening up 
before their long flight 
down south for the 
winter. Water levels on 
the river are very low, 
quite a change from a 
couple of months ago. 
We are seeing rocks on 
our shoreline that we 
haven’t seen for years. 
They are providing 
a great place for our 
family of river o�ers to 
play. Fingers crossed 
that next summer we 
don’t see a repeat of the 
flooding of 2014.

Roads Quiet
The block roads are 

pre�y quiet now. Cot-
tages have been closed 
up for the winter. Many 
co�agers spent the 
Thanksgiving weekend 
out here enjoying the 
weather we had, the 
turkey dinners and then 
shu�ing things down. 

Snowbirds are pre-
paring for their annual 
migration to the south, 
anticipating a winter 
of sun, sand, swim-
ming and golf. Now 
how can that compete 
with snow, ice, shovel-
ing and more snow!! 
Perennials have finally 
been put to bed after 
the hard frost we had a 
few nights ago. We now 
have to wait six months 
to see those li�le shoots 
breaking ground and 
blossoming into vivid 
colours in the spring 
(yikes that long!). 

Winter Birds
Some of our winter 

birds have returned. 
The Grey Jays are here 
looking for hand outs 
whereever available. 
Our li�le chickadees, 
their lovely song so 
distinctive, flu�er from 
tree to tree, following 
us while on our walks 
to say “Hi” or perhaps 
take a bit of seed from 
our palms.

Many of us residents 
of the Whiteshell look 
forward to the win-
ter months. Our guys 
again are tuning up 
the sleds, waiting for 
that big dump of the 
white stuff. Sure glad 
that they enjoy shovel-
ing and bonding with 
the snowblower. It’s 
not work out here, its 
considered recreation,  
(weird mentality).

Wolf Sightings
There have been wolf 

sightings around the 
North Whiteshell in 
the past few months. A 
caution to those of us 
who have pets to keep a 
sharp eye on them while 
they are outside. There 
has been an unfortu-
nate incident where a 
dog was a�acked by a 
wolf this summer in a 
residential area at Nu-
timik Lake and again 
recently in Seven Sis-
ters Falls. The wolves 
have been looking for 
alternate food sources 
as the deer population 
was greatly reduced 
due to the harsh win-
ter last year. I hear that 
the wolves are killing 
beavers for food. Pop-
lar trees — beavers —
wolves. Oh the balance 
of Nature!!!

COPP is Back
Again this year Citi-

zens on Patrol, or  COPP, 
will be patrolling the 
block roads during the 
winter months. They 
are ensuring that your 
property is safe and 
looking for any unusu-
al activity in the area. 
This organization is 
manned by volunteers 
from the area who rou-

tinely patrol the North 
Whiteshell. Any dona-
tions to help would be 
greatly appreciated. 
Please contact:

North Whiteshell
300 Group COPPS
Seven Sisters Falls
MB  R0E 1Y0

Holiday Train
The CP Holiday Train 

will be coming through 
Whitemouth on Dec. 3 
at 6:45 p.m. The train 
goes across the country 
raising food and cash 
donations for local food 
banks. It comes in at 
Railway Avenue across 
from the Whitemouth 
Hotel. Musicians play 
from a boxcar that 
has been turned into a 
travelling stage. This 
year’s entertainers are 
The Odds and Roxanne 
Potvin. The concerts are 
free, just bring a non-
perishable food item or 
cash for your local com-
munity food bank. 

It is quite a spectac-
ular sight to see that 
train come into town, 
all ablaze with Christ-
mas lights. Santa is on 
board for all the chil-
dren and there is lots 
of Christmas music. It 
sure does get you into 
the Christmas spirit.

 Shades of the Past
From Ev Howie from 

Barrier Bay Block 2 Lot 
14;

“I’ve often been 
asked about the lovely 
Bay lot next door to us. 
In the early 60s the la-
goon across the high-
way had an unusually 
high amount of water 
built up in the spring. 
There was no culvert or 
any means of draining 
it and eventually the 
seepage undermined 
the road and all the 
beautiful Spruce trees 
and the whole area slid 
into the bay. The trees 
were like pickup sticks 
and my sister Colleen 
and I had great adven-
tures amongst the de-
bris. Manitoba High-
ways dropped truck 
load after truckload of 
gravel and sand to fill 
the lot and replace the 
road. The lot on the 
other side belonged to 
the Fisheries Depart-
ment and had a li�le 
white shack on it and a 
long dock supported by 
cribbing. The dock and 
cribbing was not affect-
ed by the landslide and 
has since been sold as a 
co�age lot.”

Well, I lament that 
I have no overly ex-
citing news to report 
from Barrier Bay. Life 
is good. We are look-
ing forward to the 

winter months here in 
God’s Country with 
good friends and fam-
ily. Looking forward 
to our family coming 
from London, England 
and our granddaugh-
ter having a taste of a 
winter wonderland at 
Christmas. Such a mag-
ical time of year! We en-
joy every day and our 
health, allowing us the 
quiet walks down the 
middle of the highway 
roads in January where 
the only sound you can 
hear is the sound of 
snow falling from the 
trees and the Sound of 
Silence. (Trying to con-
vert those snowbirds!)

Safe, Warm Winter
As we wait for the 

snow and cold weath-
er to descend on us, I 
want to wish you all a 
safe warm winter. From 
my family to yours, I 
would like to wish you 
a Merry Christmas and 
all the very best in 2015.
And to all the snow-
birds, have a safe jour-
ney down south and a 
great winter. We look 
forward to seeing you 
all again in the spring.

Don’t forget if you 
have any news, events, 
pictures or any stories 
from the past please 
email me at linda-
lu@rogers.com or call 
me at (204) 348-3718. 
I would love to share 
these stories with our 
readers.

Your Roving Reporter
Linda Vosper

Barrier Bay

By Linda Vosper

The next 
Whiteshell Echo Deadline 

Is March 1, 2015
For the April 2015 Issue 

Contact The Editor 
At (204) 831-7274

email:echo@whiteshellcottagers.com

Our guys, again, are tuning up 

the sleds, waiting for that big 

dump of the white stuff. 
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Swamp Donkey Adventure Race

The 8th annual Swamp 
Donkey Adventure Race 

took place in late September 
in the Falcon Lake area with 
perfect temperatures and 
ideal paddling conditions for 
what was the ultimate test for 
racers.  

Teams of three raced on an 
unmarked course using a 
map and compass to locate 
checkpoints in the Falcon/
Westhawk/Caddy Lake area. 
Racers signed up to test their 
skills and physical abilities in 

this non-stop, six to nine-hour 
multi-discipline race that in-
cludes mountain biking, ca-
noeing, trekking, navigation, 
teamwork and special tasks.  

Some ask if there are any 
special skills required. The 
answer is that you just have 
to have the will to participate 
in a fun adventure!

Swamp Donkey Adventure 
Race is now the largest three-
person adventure race in 
North America.  

As part of the Swamp Don-
key Race Crew, we want to 
thank the community for all 
the support we received from 

the businesses and co�agers 
in Falcon Lake, West Hawk 
and the Caddy Lake areas. 
Without your support, the 
race would not be what it is 
today.  

We were excited this year to 
have Lumber One join us as 
a major sponsor, and to see 
so many of the community 
members come out to volun-
teer and be part of the day. 
We welcome you to join us 
next year as a sponsor, racer, 
volunteer, or to just come out 
to cheer on the participants at 
the start line.

Swamp Donkey Adventure 

Race is the only race we do in 
the Falcon Lake area (every 
September), but it’s not our 
only race. There are also Ice 
Donkey Winter Adventure 
5km Obstacle Challenge in 
February, Pain in the ASSini-
boine in June, Dirty Donkey 
Mud Run in August, Electric 
Donkey Run & Swamp Don-
key Adventure Race in Sep-
tember, and World Partner-
carry Games in October. 

Please check out our web-
site:  h�p://www.swampdon-
keyar.com

By Robert Champagne

Swamp Donkey Racing: A Real Adventure

As a Caddy Lake co�ager 
for many years, I had not 

heard of the Swamp Donkey 
Adventure Race until five  
years ago.  Having just start-
ed working out with real pas-
sion, I was up for something 
new, and without knowing 
what a Swamp Donkey was, I 
got it in my head to find out, 
and then do it. 

Yes, maybe building a team 

and registering for the race 
before I even owned a bike 
may have been a bit prema-
ture.  But, it was the incentive 
I needed to figure out how 
you train for a six-to-nine 
hour race when all disciplines 
were new to the team.

I found that the race was the 
ultimate goal, but the months 
of training and building our 
skills, and our ability to work 
together as a team, was price-
less. Anticipation builds as 

the course is changed every 
year, and kept secret until race 
morning. I raced two years in 
a row, and each year was ex-
citing for different reasons.  

After year two, I decided to 
join the Swamp Donkey Crew 
on the planning and organiz-
ing side of it, and I did that to 
be part of giving others the 
same feeling I had through 
the months of training, the 
test of endurance on race day 
and the feeling you have as 

you come across the finish 
line wet with swamp water.  

Each year we have those 
people new to adventure rac-
ing like I was that first year, 
but with the addition of an 
optional extended course, the 
challenge is still there for the 
seasoned racer as well.

Jan Cmela
Green Bay Resort

By Jan Cmela
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When you’re out on the 
snowmoble trails this 

season always keep in mind 
that safety is a big part of hav-
ing a good time.

Always be alert of poten-
tial danger. Your helmet and 
engine noise can impair your 
hearing. Visability is also re-
duced in conditions of snow-
fall, blowing snow and night 
driving. Never assume what 
another snowmobiler will do. 
Do all that you can to ensure 
your safety and that of other 
riders. Expect the unexpected!

Watch out for: Thin ice and 
open water, grooming equip-
ment, oncoming snowmobiles, 
unforeseen obstacles beneath 
snow, unexpected corners, in-
tersections and stops, road and 
railway crossings, logging/for-
estry operations, snow banks 
and drifting snow, trees and 
branches on the trail, bridges 
and approaches, wildlife and 
domestic animals and other 

trail users such as skiers and 
hikers.

Don’t Drink and Ride
Snowmobiling requires alert-

ness, caution and a�ention. 
Your reaction time and abil-
ity to control your sled can be 
drastically affected after con-
suming even small amounts 
of alcohol. Alcohol can affect 
perception, reaction time, and 
response to unexpected situ-
ations. Alcohol is involved in 
more than 70 per cent of snow-
mobiling fatalities.

Alcohol increases your sus-
ceptibility to cold and hypo-
thermia.

Snowmobilers often have ac-
cess to remote locations miles 
away from help. If a situation 
should occur where help is 
needed, your chances of sur-
vival and treatment of injury 
can be greatly affected. Don’t 
let alcohol be a contributing 
factor to your fate.

Night Riding
Forward visibility is reduced 

by darkness and makes it much 
more difficult to spot and iden-

tify potential hazards in time. 
Overdriving headlights can 
also be a serious problem, so 
slow down when snowmobil-
ing after dark. Becoming dis-
oriented or lost is much more 
likely at night. Ride with indi-
viduals familiar with the area.

Always wear outer cloth-
ing with reflective trim on the 
arms, back and helmet. Never 
ride alone at night. Always 
dress in your full snowmobil-
ing outfit even if your intended 
destination is just next door.

Be certain that all lights are 
operational and keep in mind 
that hand signals become in-
creasingly more difficult to see 
as darkness sets in.

Ice Riding
Drowning is one of the lead-

ing causes of snowmobile fa-
talities. Wherever possible, 
avoid riding on frozen lakes 
and rivers because ice condi-
tions are never guaranteed. Ice 
conditions can change in a pe-
riod of several hours.

If you must cross ice, ask 
first, then stay on the packed 

or marked trail. Don’t stop un-
til you reach shore. If you hit 
slush, don’t let off the thro�le. 
If you are following someone 
who hits slush, veer off to make 
your own path. If you must 
travel over lakes and rivers,  
then consider using a buoyant 
snowmobile suit which will 
assist you to reach the closest 
ice surface. Also consider car-
rying a set of picks which will 
help you grip the edge of the 
ice more easily. As a rule of 
thumb, “If you don’t know, 
don’t go.”

If you do break through the 
ice, don’t panic. Follow these 
self rescue tips:

Kick vigorously into a hori-
zontal position and swim to 
the nearest ice edge. Place 
hands/arms on unbroken ice 
while kicking hard to propel 
your body onto the ice, like 
a seal. Once clear, stay flat 
and roll away to stronger ice. 
Stand, keep moving and find 
shelter fast.

For more information go to 
www.snoman.mb.ca

Practice Safe Snowmobiling This Winter

From www.snoman.mb.ca

Big Whiteshell Lake

Well it appears that win-
ter has finally arrived. 

Docks have been raised, boats 
tucked away and a blanket of 
white snow covers the ground, 
which seems to be here to stay. 
Those lazy-hazy days of sum-
mer seem to be just a memory. 
But what good memories we 
do have. The past summer 
saw a bumper crop of blueber-
ries which many have stowed 
away in their freezers to enjoy 
throughout the year. The Sep-
tember long weekend again 
saw many exciting events 
taking place. On Block 4, the 
sweet, mystical sound of bag-
pipes echoed through the air 
as Karen Angus was piped to 
the shores to join her beloved 
Gerry in matrimony. Congrat-
ulations to both Karen and 
Gerry! Of Course, it wouldn’t  
be the long weekend with-
out Rosemary Torch’s annual 
football pools. Congatulations 
to me...a first time winner! 
We love Rosemary’s commu-
nity, neighbourly spirit! The 
St. Johns Sportsmens Club on 

Green Lake hosted their an-
nual September long weekend 
horseshoe and cribbage tour-
naments. The pirate themed 
weekend saw many pirates of 
all ages, but nary a one had to 
walk the plank. Aye matey, a 
fine time was had by all

Jacques Nault, our Lake di-
rector, and the Whiteshell Cot-
tagers Association executive 
and all lake directors, continue 
to work tirelessly on our be-

half to address the continuous 
issues with regards to taxes 
and land rental fees. As we 
co�age owners see our taxes 
jump and continue to rise, our 
association is seeking govern-
ment accountability and trans-
parency. Latest information in 
regards to these issues can be 
found at the Whiteshell Cot-
tagers Association website at 
the ‘Change.org’ link.

Block representatives were 
out on the September long 
weekend collecting snow-plow-
ing fees. If you did not have an 
opportunity to contribute, you 
may still do so by sending a 
cheque for $35 payable to Big 
Whiteshell Snow-Plowing to 
Ed Yaworski, 108 Jefferson Av-
enue, Winnipeg, Man. 

By Pat Fulcher

The pirates of St. Johns Sportsmen.

Continued next page



Thanks to all the block 
volunteers for taking 
the time to collect on 
their blocks. If you only 
come once in the winter, 
it is so worth it to have 
a plowed road to drive 
up to your cabin on. A 
big thank-you  again to 
Ed for coordinating this 
effort. We do so appreci-
ate it. Provincial roads 
are in good condition 
and usually well main-
tained during the winter 
months.  

A good source report-
ed on Nov. 15 that the 
lake was frozen over 
with the ice being 3 ½ 
inches thick already. I 
can see you all ge�ing 
your ice fishing gear 
ready. There are al-
ways monster jackfish 
caught in the winter. I 
am always amazed that 
they make it through 
that li�le hole, smile for 
the picture, and then 
squeeze back down!

For many of us that 
come out to the lake in 
the winter, Whiteshell 
Lake Resort (south 
shore) is closed for the 
season. Big Whiteshell 
Lodge (north shore) 
remains open, but it 
is always advisable to 
call ahead before head-
ing out to the store. My 
good source tells me 
that if you are wanting 
a bite to eat on the way 
out, the Spicy Radd-
ish has relocated from 
Elma to Whitemouth, 
and it is excellent. For 
those travelling through 
Seven Sisters, Jennifer’s 
is once again open, and 
a favourite of many!

Congratuations to 
Ken and Suzy Dusablon 
on becoming first-time 
grandparents. Natalie 
and Cam welcomed 
baby Austin. It was a 
busy time for Ken and 
Suzy as daughter Ni-
cole walked down the 
aisle in Mexico to marry 
Joel. Congratulations to 
the Dusablon family. I 
am sure they are think-
ing of an addition to 
the cabin!  Well wishes 

are sent out to Bud and 
Joy Pound, as these 
long time co�agers of 
Block 6 leave the lake 
for other adventures. 
They will be missed by 
all their neighbours. 
We wish Donna Pape�i 
of Block 7 more happy 
lake times as she heads 
in to retirement. Donna 
and her family have 
been  regulars at Big 
Whiteshell. I am sure 
she is looking forward 
to more than just week-
ends and holidays at 
the lake. Our sincerest 
condolences are offered 
to the Humphries fam-
ily at the passing of Ed’s 
mother.

As summer came to 
an end we saw many 
cabin owners close up 
for the year.  While oth-
ers stocked wood piles, 
and tuned up snow ma-
chines in preparation 
for winter fun. The lake 
is truly a magical place 
in the winter. The qui-
etness, the glistening 
snow, too beautiful to 
describe. As the festive 
season approaches, I 
wish you, cozy family 
times and all the best 
this season has to offer. 
Stay warm, stay safe. 
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Continued from page 26

Kathy Lizak with her bootie of blueberries. (The berry picking 
was fabulous this summer).

April 17,18 and 19, 2015
Red River Exhibition Park

Winnipeg, MB
Show Hours: Friday 12pm - 9pm, Saturday 10am - 7pm, Sunday 10am - 5pm

Half-Price Admission for Whiteshell Cottagers Association 
members when they present their 2015 membership card.

For booth sales call Ted 250-554-1040
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Dorothy Lake

This is the end of Oc-
tober, and most trees 

have shed their leaves. 
But not before le�ing 
us feast our eyes on the 
beautiful warm shades 
of a Manitoba fall. Some 
days even felt balmy like 
summer.  

Birds have been on the 
move.

Flocks Of A Feather
Where Dorothy Lake 

narrows on its way to 
O�er Falls, co�agers are 
in a favorable position to 
see wildlife on the other 
side of the river. Which is 
why Harvey Zechel had 
already observed tundra 
swans  for a week before 
we spo�ed the long-
necked  white birds with 
black bills feeding in 
shallow water. Having 
seen a lone swan when 
hiking Pine Point Trail, I 
was unaware that these 
birds are fairly common 
now in Manitoba. Until 
the early 1900s  swans 
were hunted legally in 
North America, and 
most species suffered se-
rious declines. Unlike the 
Trumpeter Swan, which 
still remains extirpated 
in many provinces, the 
Tundra Swan was able to 
recover with the passage 
of the Migratory Bird Act 
in 1918.  (From: Manitoba 
Birds, a Lone Pine field  
guide). 

Snow Geese
The largest flock of 

snow geese she ever saw 
was reported by Gail 
Nally, as they were cir-
cling over a field where 
combining had taken 
place. Apparently there 
are fewer fields with bar-
ley crops for them to feed 
on, with the shift into 
soybeans. She had also 
spo�ed a black-backed 
three-toed woodpecker, 
which she recognized by 
its different tapping pat-
tern — a long series of 
short bursts. Like many 
woodpeckers, it has 
feathered nostrils to filter 
out the sawdust it pro-
duces when hammering. 

During the third week 
of October a flock of 30 
goldeneyes (males have a 
large white spot on their 
cheeks) landed in front 
of the co�age, diving as 
they fed at the shallow 
end. These birds breed in 
the area, and can be seen 
all winter as long as there 
is some open water. The 
next day a small group 
of brownish female mal-
lards approached the 
same area, squawking as 
they landed, se�ling in 
for a feed as they turned 
up their hindquaters. A 
lone arctic loon, smaller 
than our common loons 
which had left already,   
watched from a distance, 
resting up for its trek to 
the Pacific coast.
This One’s For You, Jack

Richard Maryk related 
the story of his fishing 
partner Brian Halayko 
catching a large pick-
erel on Aug. 2. A Master 
Angler at 71 cm, it was 
returned to the lake, but 
not before Richard and 
Brian commented that 
this was the kind of catch 
that the third  partner 
in their fishing trio, Jack 
Hawthorne, had been 
dreaming of. Once a year 
the three friends would 
have a golf weekend. 
Since 1985 they would 
also get together at the 
Maryk cabin,  where 
fishing is a passion, for 
a fishing weekend. Jack 
always maintained that 
there was a walleye in 
the lake with his name on 
it.  But the BIG ONE had  
eluded him. Then he fell 
ill with mesothelioma, 
and passed away on July 
7 of this year. A kind and 
helpful man of many tal-
ents and interests who 
loved the outdoors, he  
was very well liked, and 
will be sadly missed by 
his friends. Richard and 
Brian want to dedicate 
this special pickerel to 
their special friend, un-
der the mo�o “This one 
is for you, Jack!`` 

By Inge Scholte

Above, Manitoba fall colours. Below, the Grey jay (whiskey jack) will be around all winter

Continued next page
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Going Strong At 95 
On Oct. 2 Harvey and 

Dagmar Zechel hosted a 
family birthday party for 
Grandma Edith Zechel 
who turned 95. Orga-
nized by Dagmar and 
Jackie, the party was at-
tended by 45-50 people, 
so most everyone had 
been able to come. Fam-
ily came from Salmon 
Arm, B.C. and Vancou-
ver, Kingston and South 
Dakota.

Grandma had said to 
bring “no presents”, but 
the granddaughters sur-
prised her with a pho-
tobook, and there was 
a money tree with 95 
scratch-and-win tickets. 

At 95 grandma takes 
no medication, “has her 
wits about her,” and still 
goes out by herself along 
Henderson Highway in 
Winnipeg where she has 
a suite in an Independent 
Living complex. She was 
so intrigued by the tick-
ets on the tree that, after 
the party was over, she 
stayed up until three in 
the morning to check 
them all.

June Rescue 
at Eleanor Lake

Gary Streuber de-
scribed it as a “miser-
able weekend.” Already 
packed to go home early, 
he walked to the lake to 
turn off the waterpump, 
when he heard moan-
ing, sounding like a “sick 
moose.” He saw what 
looked like a young Ger-
man shepherd washed 
up on the rocks, but 
still in the water. The 
dog was “shaking con-
vulsively” and seemed 
without strength to make 
a move. Gary, hampered 
by his sore back, could 
not reach it. 

Neighbors came to the 
rescue. Holly Melnychuk 
came out, boyfriend 
Mike running down  to 
pull it out of the water. 
It was limp and unre-
sponsive. But it shivered 
and moaned. Not sure 
whether it would live, 
they brought it into the 
screened veranda, towel 
dried it, fetched blankets 

and filled bo�les with 
hot water. A tarp went 
on top to trap heat. There 
were no tags or a ta�oo, 
but Mike removed some 
woodticks from its ears. 
Phoning around, con-
tact was made with the 
animal control officers 
in Whitemouth,  Con-
servation and the RCMP 
in Beausejour, reporting 
the rescue of a young 
dog without any identi-
fication. Holly texted her 
sister who, looking at the 
picture and the descrip-
tion of a mix of grey, 
brown and black fur 
and big feet,thought it 
might be a coyote. As the 
animal began to come 
around after an hour 
or so, it showed no ag-
gression, though Holly 
commented on its “wild 
eyes”, which made her a 
bit wary.

Conservation sent out 
staff to check whether it 
was indeed a wild ani-
mal. They identified it as 
a young wolf, born this 
year in March or April, 
and somehow separated 
from its pack. Conser-
vation staff said they 
would release it further 
into the park. The wolf 
pup, awake now, got up 
as Mike lifted the tarp, 
and tried to run away 
and hide. Using a long 
rod with collar, the con-
servation people cap-
tured it and manoevered 
it, now resisting, into a 
cage. They apparently 
released it in the trout 
pond area. Whether it 
survived, found food 
and maybe joined other 
wolves we will never 
know. How it got in the 
water is also a mystery, 
though the water was 
high and chilly and there 
was a strong current. An-
other neighbour reported 
seeing a dog swimming in 
the middle of the lake the 
day before. If that was the 
same creature that makes 
its rescue even more re-
markable. Those involved 
found it an exciting and 
rewarding experience, 
and hope the pup made it 
after its ordeal.

Park News
The construction going 

up at the park entrance 
is another Hydro sub-
station, in order to bring 
power to the Tim Hor-
tons camp.

Floating Bridges 
Delayed

The Trans-Canada 
Trail from Eleanor Lake 
to Seven Sisters was go-
ing to have some float-
ing bridges for creek 
crossings, but their cost 
has caused a delay. In 
the meantime several 
stretches before this 

point require some re-
pairs before Conserva-
tion will take them over, 
and their GPS locations 
have been identified.

Deer Season
The deer  hunting sea-

son has begun, and will 
run until Dec. 14. For 
those who like to walk 
in the woods, that’s a 
long time to avoid those 
trails for safety reasons. 
But there is a reason. 
Deer are carriers of brain 
worm, which is lethal to 
moose. With the decline 
in the moose population 

in areas just north of us, 
a deer-free buffer zone 
is one of the measures 
recommended for their 
recovery. And according 
to Andrew Prokopchuk 
of Conservation,the se-
vere winter last year has  
actually brought us al-
ready close to this objec-
tive.

MERRY CHRIST-
MAS AND A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR to all from 
the Scholtes.

Dorothy Lake continued

Nearly drowned rescued wolf, above, covered by a tarp, was able to come around and was 
released into the wild by Conservation.

Brian Halayko dedicated this Master Angler pickerel caught Aug. 2 to his late fishing buddy, Jack 
Hawthorne. The third of the trio of fishing friends is Richard Maryk.



30      WHITESHELL ECHO   DECEMBER  2014               

We have entered 
a time of prepa-

ration and reflection 
here at Camp Nutimik. 
Though we have school 
and rental groups join-
ing us on property 
throughout this season, 
we are very much re-
flecting on the season 
past and looking for-
ward to, and preparing 
for, the summer camp-
ing season to come. 
Those who know me 
well know that I work 
best with a big mug of 
hot beverage next to 
me. Something about 
the familiarity of a mug 
on my desk makes me 
feel right at home there. 
One evening not that 
long ago while working 
next to a steaming mug 
of French Vanilla Cap-
puccino, I got to think-
ing about the familiar 
and the comfortable in 
life and at camp. How 
often we get into rou-
tine, taking for granted 
the very things which 
often prove to be our 
greatest blessings. Let 
me share some lessons 
I have learned from my 
coffee mug tradition 
over my years at Camp 
Nutimik that speak to 
exactly this…

Before si�ing down 
at my desk I boil wa-
ter and consider what 
I would like to drink; 
tea, cappuccino, apple 
cider… I like variety 
so my choice varies 
from day to day. How 
often in the familiar of 
every day do we for-
get to be intentional? 
From family relation-
ships to work or even 
the words we choose in 
conversation, it is easy 
to forget how much we 
impact the people and 
circumstances around 
us. Though, being in-
tentional about my bev-
erage is a rather frivo-
lous decision, being 
intentional in relation-
ships and the words 
we choose to speak 

can make a profound 
impact as is evidenced 
each time we practice 
this at camp with our 
guests. Relationships is 
what makes camp (and 
life) so significant. We 
need to act intention-
ally, not to manipulate, 
but to earn trust and 
show we care. With the 
weekly turn-around in 
campers over the sum-
mer months it is this 
intentionality in action 
and speech that makes 
all the difference.

My favourite part of 
that hot beverage is the 
first sip. There is some-
thing satisfying about 
ge�ing myself se�led 
at my desk, my work 
spread out in front of 
me, and enjoying that 
first taste. How often, 
in the everyday do we 
take a moment to sa-
vor all that surrounds 
us? Do you ever just 
drink it in, taking a 
moment to appreciate 
the atmosphere, the 
people around you or 
even the tastes, sounds 
or smells? One of the 
most common phras-
es at the close of each 
summer camping sea-
son is “I can’t believe 
it’s already over.” With 
campers coming and 
going, constant activ-
ity and responsibilities 
to follow through on, 
it’s easy to let time pass 
us by without much 
notice. I find, espe-
cially as the seasons or 
weather are changing 
on the property, nature 
prompts me to do this 
very thing, to stop and 
take notice of the sky, 
the trees, the lake, the 
deer or other animals 
that cross the property. 
We need to take time 
to stop and savor. Take 
time to remember and 
realize what makes the 
people, events and our 
surroundings so spe-
cial. Not only do we 
come to appreciate the 
things and people in 
life more along the way, 
but when life comes 
to a close we won’t be 

saying, “where did the 
time go” but instead 
“remember when?” 

Once my beverage 
has been emptied and 
enjoyed to the last drop 
and it’s time to get up, 
I take my mug to the 
sink. Not only does it 
need to be washed (or 
refilled) but my coast-
er needs to be clear 
for next time. This of 
course seems common 
sense to many of us, 
the concept of “if you 
use it, put it away” or 
“finish what you start-
ed.” With the daily mo-
mentum at Camp we as 
staff not only need to 
take ownership of our 

tasks, but we constant-
ly challenge ourselves 
and others to “take 
pride in your job and 
finish well.” Whether 
at home or at work, tak-
ing pride in your task 
and finishing well goes 
a long way. I’ve learned 
over the years that this 
principle doesn’t only 
apply to tasks, but also 
to relationships. We 
don’t only interact with 
our campers, but get to 
know them. By crouch-
ing down to their level, 
making eye contact, 
and being relatable we 
are able to build rela-
tionships with them. 
We don’t just want our 

campers to have a blast 
at camp, we want them 
to know we care about 
them. At home, at work, 
coaching a soccer team 
or spending time with 
friends, don’t just “do 
the job,” but make the 
effort to notice and rec-
ognize the things done 
well, find common 
ground and be relat-
able. In taking owner-
ship, the extra effort al-
lows you to enjoy your 
time “to the very last 
drop,” and in doing so, 
next time you will have 
a place to build on in 
your relationships and 
tasks.

We of course are mov-
ing into the busy sea-
son of Christmas and 
soon thereafter into the 
New Year. Whether the 
days find you with cof-
fee mug in hand or not, 
may you be inspired to 
intentional actions and 
words, to stop and sa-
vor the moments, sea-
sons and people, and 
as you move through 
it all, may you finish 
well. 

May this Christmas 
and the seasons ahead 
be ones of memories 
to cherish for years to 
come!
The Camp Nutimik
Summer Camp 
Registration Hotline is:
(204) 415-9007

Camp Nutimik: Lessons From My Coffee Mug

By Nancy Paschke 
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Intrepid Cottager: Weathering Winter

As anyone who’s lived 
in Manitoba for any 

period of time knows, 
winters can be severe.

Not only are the winds, 
ice and freeze-thaw con-
ditions hard on humans, 
but they’re also hard on 
thing like our cars, homes 
– and, yes, co�ages. Con-
sequently, it’s important 
that you prepare your 
home away from home 
for the rigours of winter: 
snow, ice, high winds 
and temperatures that 
can range from minus 50 
celsius to a balmy zero.

The first thing to re-
member about co�ages 
is that, unlike your home, 
you’re not there to moni-
tor conditions every day. 
As a result, bad things 
can happen. Follow the 
checklist below, and 
chances are your co�age 
will be able to weather 
winter without any major 
problems.

Turn Off Water
* This might seem like 

a really simple thing to 
do, but, first of all, if you 
don’t intend to head out 
to your co�age over the 
winter, turn off the water. 
Drain the pipes, and add 
anti-freeze to your drains. 
By doing that, you’ll en-
sure that pipes and wa-
ter outlets don’t freeze in 
sub-zero temperatures.

Clean Out Fridge
 * Clean out your fridge 

and/or freezer, making 
sure to take out perish-
able items. Doing this 

will help you avoid a 
foul-smelling surprise 
when you return to your 
co�age in the spring.

Eavetroughs
   * Make sure you do ex-

terior work such as clean-
ing out eaves troughs 
and downspouts; at the 
same time, inspect your 
co�age’s roof. Clean-
ing eaves troughs will 
also allow water to drain 
through drainpipes, 
which should be kept 
down. At the same time, 
inspecting the trough 
and making sure eaves 
troughs and downspouts 
are clear will prevent 
leaks, ice jams or general 
water damage. This tip 
should be followed, even 
if you plan to use your 
co�age during the win-
ter.

Snow Removal
* Arrange to have snow 

removed from your roof 
and driveway on a regu-
lar basis. By doing this, 
you’ll be able to access 
your co�age easily if you 
decide to head out for a 
winter weekend – and 
you can prevent snow 
from building up on your 
roof and damaging it 
with its heavy weight.

* Take a look at trees 
that are close to your cot-
tage – before, and even 
during winter. If any ap-
pear weak high winds 
could cause them to fall 
onto your co�age. Have 
them removed or at the 
very least strengthened 
by supports to ensure 
they won’t cause damage 
in your absence.

Lock It Up
* If you don’t intend to 

use your co�age over the 
winter, lock down all win-
dows and doors to make 
the co�age as thief-proof 
as possible. Also make 
sure no valuable items 
can be seen through win-
dows.

* Store items such as 
boats and outdoor furni-

ture in a secure, sheltered 
spot to make sure they 
aren’t damaged by severe 
winter weather.

Inspect Oil Tank
 * Should you use an oil 

tank, get it inspected reg-
ularly. This will ensure 
no leaks will develop, es-
pecially during winter.

 * Have someone – a 
trustworthy neighbour, 
or friend –  check on your 
co�age. If it’s insured 
as a sea-
sonal prop-
erty, have 
it checked 
regular ly , 
perhaps on 
a weekly or 
b i - we e k l y 
basis. If your 
co�age is 
designated 
as a sec-
ond  home, 
it should be 
checked ev-
ery 24 hours 
when you’re 
not there.

* If your 

co�age has a wood stove 
and/or fireplace, make 
sure they’re both clean. 
Get rid of coals and ash in 
a safe manner; this reduc-
es the chance of return-
ing to annoying messes 
in the spring, and greatly 
reduces the risk of a fire 
occurring.

The bo�om line here 
is that in order to ensure 
your co�age weathers the 
winter as well as possible, 

you need to follow a 
checklist of preventive 
measures designed to 
keep it in good working 
condition whether you’re 
there, or won’t be using 
it over the winter. Fol-
low these simple guide-
lines, and your co�age 
will weather the winter 
without major problems, 
and be ready to use in the 
spring.

By Greg Nichol

Answer to Environment  Contest Question on 
page 4: According to www.about.com 

LED lights use 90 per cent less 
electricity than do regular Christmas lights. 
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