
The curtain is about to be 
drawn on what has been 

a  different kind of summer. 
Cool weather in July, high 
water, a plague of mosquitoes 
and other flying nuisances on 
the down side, and an historic 
crop of blueberries on the plus 
side. We have enough frozen 
blueberries to ensure a pie a 
week until winter time. 

It also seems to me to have 
been a short summer. Though 
every day must have had 24 
hours, the way they were put  
together has made them slip 

through my fingers too quick-
ly. But as I write this report, 
at the end of September, the 
leaves are performing in such 
magical technicolour, that I 
feel moved to urge you, and all 
Manitobans, to take one more 
drive out to the Whiteshell, es-
pecially along Route 44, and 
some of the “300” roads.  If we 
were living in Pennsylvania or 
Southern Ontario (as my fam-

ily and I did for many years) 
the roads would be full of tour-
ists out to view the glorious 
colours of fall. But for some 
reason or other, we Manito-
bans are too modest about our 
natural treasures, and nobody 
wants to promote what in oth-
er regions would be cause for 
many leisurely, off the beaten 
track road trips!

In previous Echo reports, I 
have dwelt on the activities 
of the Whiteshell Co�agers 
Association that we hope will 
encourage the Provincial Gov-

ernment to rethink its miscon-
ceived notions of a wealth tax 
applied to ordinary Manito-
bans. 

This fall we intend to raise 
the temperature of our cam-
paign on this issue, buoyed 
by the amazing success of our 
petition, now bearing well 
over 3,000 signatures (and still 
counting). As hints of a pro-
vincial election fill the air, we 
think that politicians will be 
more sensitive to the concerns 
of substantial  bands of voters, 
especially those concentrated 
in vulnerable urban and  sub-
urban ridings, who are deter-

mined to rescind the current 
NDP parks tax  policy and 
replace it with a fair-minded 
alternative, developed in an 
open way. We are counting 
on the enthusiastic help of our 
membership (nearly 2,000 cot-
tages, supported by like-mind-
ed co�agers in other provincial 
parks), particularly to make 
the important point that, de-
spite the claims of the govern-
ment, their insistence on a new 
form of taxation without rep-
resentation will end up driv-

ing modest income co�agers 
out of the Park. Their a�empts 
to “sugar coat the poison pill” 
by imposing a temporary cap 
(without changing their incre-
mental program in the Park 
Regulations) or by offering up 
a postponement of the tax un-
til co�agers are actually forced 
to sell, will fool no one. We are 
being made victims of the old 
Boiling Frog Trick. 
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We are counting on our membership and other 
co�agers to make the  point that new taxation without 

representation will drive modest-income co�agers out.

By Daniel Klass, WCA President

President’s Report
An ending,

and a beginning?

Many a tear was shed Aug. 29 as fire destroyed the West 
Hawk Inn and West Wok Restaurant. As Whiteshell 

Cottagers Association President Daniel Klass writes in his 
report in this issue, “to Jeff, Dale and Steve, we are sorry 
for your loss, and we hope to greet you in a shiny new gath-
ering place that rises from the ashes.”
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NINE WAYS TO CUT YOUR COTTAGE ENERGY BILL

1Retire that old beer fridge. It’s been great for your 
overflow beer stash, but that ancient fridge in the boat-
house is sucking more than four times the electricity 

of a newer, energy-efficient model, and costing you almost 
$130 a year (or a few two-fours). Be a greener beer drinker 
and retire the clunker. At the very least, unplug it between 
visits and definitely over winter. As for the kitchen fridge, 
another energy hog if it’s 10 or more years old, keep it out 
of the sun, away from the stove, and in an area that allows 
air to circulate to improve its efficiency.   Also check the 
door seal: If it isn’t tight enough to hold a piece of paper in 
place when closed, repair or replace it .

2Beware the phantom 
load. Some electrical de-
vices that use a remote 

control, like televisions, DVD 
players, or stereos, or use an 
adaptor, such as computers, 
continue to steal power after 
they’re turned off. Unplug 
these or hook them into a 
power bar with a switch so 
you can really turn them off 
when not in use. 

3Switch the co�age wa�age. 
Even the few table lamps and 
overhead lights that illumi-

nate the corners of your co�age 
would cost a lot less to you and 
the environment if you switched 
from incandescent bulbs to com-
pact fluorescent bulbs. They last 
up to 10 times longer and use 
about one-quarter the electricity. 
Turn off inside lights and other 
electrical equipment whenever you leave the co�age. 

4Don’t be a light pollut-
er. Floodlights and other 
high-wa�age outdoor 

bulbs are not only energy eat-
ers, they are inappropriate at 
the co�age. They cause light 
pollution on our lakes, mess-
ing up the mating and feeding 
behaviour of wildlife, reduc-
ing boaters’ ability to see navigation lights, and stealing our 
view of the stars. Replace them with low-wa�age lamps; and 
turn them off unless you really need them .

5Hold the heat in hot water. 
Wrap your hot water tank 
in an insulating jacket, avail-

able at most hardware stores. 
When you’re away for the week, 
turn down the se�ing from “hot” 
to “warm” or “low.” Or get rid 
of the tank entirely for an on-de-
mand system, which heats water 
only when required. 

6Put the ke�le on. Keep a 
ke�le full of water on the 
woodstove. Even if you 

don’t use it, water has a high 
heat capacity and will continue 
to warm (and humidify) the 
room after the stove has gone 
out. 

7. Listen to Charlo�e. 
When sealing up cracks 
in the co�age, keep an 

eye out for spider webs. Spi-
ders like to weave them in the 
path of airflow (a.k.a. air leaks) 
to catch insects. 

8Plant a tree or two. Green 
giants are great insulators 
of the co�age. Plant de-

ciduous trees on the south and 
west sides of the co�age, to 
provide shade in summer and 
let sun inside throughout the 
winter. Conifers on the north 
and northwest sides block 
cold winds in winter with their 
thick evergreen boughs. 

9Hang curtains or blinds. And keep them closed as much as is practical – they 
help hold cool or warm air inside (and they’re much be�er at preventing bird-
window collisions than bird silhoue�es). In the winter, curtains on south-fac-

ing windows should be opened during the day to let the sun in and closed at night 
to keep the heat in. Insulated curtains, such as window quilts, are an excellent way 
to increase your heat efficiency. 
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The WCA Environment Committee 
Contest For October 

Question:
Have a Leaky Tap? One drip per 

second wastes ________ litres
of water per year – enough to fill 

______ bathtubs per year.
(Answers are somewhere 
in this issue of The Echo.)

Prize for the winner is A $50 
Canadian Tire gift card 

E-MAIL YOUR ANSWER TO 
ECONTEST@WHITESHELLCOTTAGERS.COM 

OR MAIL IT TO:
WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION

2D-1975 CORYDON AVE.
WINNIPEG, MB R3P 0R1

 
One name will be drawn from those 

entries with correct answers. 
You must be a current WCA member 
to win. Contest closes OCTOBER 31, 

2014 at 10 P.M. All entries must 
include your full name, address and 

telephone number as well as your lake, block and lot number. 
 Winner agrees to have his or her name published 

in the next edition of the Whiteshell Echo.
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President
Daniel Klass

President Elect 
Ronald S. Smith

Vice President
Garry Kennedy

 
Treasurer

Tom Cutts

 Past President
Tom Walker

2014 Membership Fee $25

Echo Committee
Bruce Wagg Co-chair
Sharon Philp Co-chair

Glenda Peacock
Teresa Lopata
Margaret Kent
Ida Reichardt
Karen Kaplen
Roy Bechard

Gloria De Baets
Dawne Kepron

Editor
James Buchok

Phone: (204) 831-7274
Email:

jbuchok@mymts.net

2014

Send address changes to
1975 Corydon Ave.

Suite 2D
Winnipeg, MB R3P 0R1

Phone/Fax
1 (204) 487-0556

Email
wca@whiteshellcottagers.com

(see form above)

The Whiteshell
Echo

is published by the 
Whiteshell Cottagers 

Association Incorporated

Articles in the Echo are not 
official statements of the WCA 

unless indicated.
The Echo is published five 

times a year and mailed in the 
first week of April, June, 

August, October 
and December.

www.whiteshellcottagers.com

Publication Agreement
40009463

$25



OCTOBER  2014  WHITESHELL ECHO     5               

If you are already a paid WCA Member, you are eli-
gible to register for an account on the WCA web-

site and access content such as a PDF version of 
the Whiteshell Echo, member notices, and lake di-
rector contact information. A member can create an 
account by filling in and submitting the form on the 
following page.

http://whiteshellcottagers.com/member-registration

Use the same information as when you registered for 
your membership. You will be asked to create a user-

name and password. Once your information has been 
successfully submitted, a website administrator will 
confirm you are a current member and approve your 
registration. Then you will be able to log in with the 
username and password you created. 

Please note that website administrators are volun-
teers. They will make every attempt to confirm your 
information and open your website account in a time-
ly manner (1 to 4 days). 

How to Access WCA Member Content 
On the WCA Website

Advertise In 
The Echo, 

(204) 831-7274
echo@whiteshell-

cottagers.com
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Editorial: Cottage Occupancy Cost Comparisons 
Gimli, Lac du Bonnet, and Whiteshell 

In its statements, the govern-
ment has made claims that 

amount to slander with respect 
to co�agers being freeloaders, 
not paying their fair share, be-
ing subsidized by poor widows 
in Winnipeg  etc., etc. 

The WCA is fortunate to 
have members with expertise 
that allows the organization to 
read between the lines of the 
Ministry’s statements about 
their service fee and lease rate 
policies. 

On careful study, none of 
these outrageous claims of the 
government carry any weight. 

For example, here is an analy-
sis of comparative Occupancy 
Costs in three regions of the 
province, which reveals the 
emptiness of the Ministry’s 
claim that co�agers pay far less 
in occupancy costs than do land-
owners in neighbouring or sim-

ilar locations in the province. 
In the interpretation of recent 

changes in Park District Service 
Fee and Crown land rent, the 
government has referenced the 
issue of fairness in comparing 
lessee costs to property taxes for 
owned co�age land in a munici-
pality. 

Their claim has been that in 
se�ing new lease rates for cot-
tagers, they are only bringing 
co�agers fees up to the levels of 
taxes paid in comparable mu-
nicipalities. 

Currently, Whiteshell les-
sees pay rent on the equivalent 
Crown land market value for 
their lot and the building is dis-
regarded due to the co�ager’s 
status as tenants rather than as 
owners.  

In the table below are some in-
teresting examples for land with 
roughly similar assessments: 

Commentary 
 This data contradicts Minis-

try claims that Provincial Park 
co�agers are “privileged” by 
excessively low rates. The gov-
ernment should be prepared 
to explain these contradictions. 
Here are some questions which 
the Ministry needs to answer: 

Since tax rates in the munici-
pal areas are all well under 3%, 
why is a 4% rate applied to the 
equivalent Crown land value, 
especially since the assessed 
values have increased?

Throughout the Province, 
municipal and school taxes are 
calculated on a portioned value 
(that is, 45%) of market value.  
Why is the Crown land rent cal-
culated on the full market value 
rather than on a portioned value 
common in municipal areas? 

Since the government is mak-
ing a point of “fairness and com-

parability” how will they justify 
the dramatic inflation of co�age 
rates in Provincial Parks after 
the full ten-year implementa-
tion of the proposed increases 
when Parks tax rates will be far 
out of line with taxation rates 
in any other municipal jurisdic-
tion?

We have been unable to ob-
tain answers to these straight-
forward questions, despite the 
Ministry and Premier promis-
ing transparency, as well as fair-
ness.

Lessees should urgently ar-
range to meet with their local 
MLA to get help finding an-
swers to these questions and a 
solution to the question of fair-
ness in co�age occupancy costs.  
It is the job of all MLAs, wheth-
er of the government or not, to 
help constituents get answers 
to important questions of this 

Gimli Third Avenue 
(lakefront, road access) 

2013 Assessment: 
Land Market Value $190,600 
Building Market Value $26,900 
Total: Market Value. $217,500 
Portioned Value $97,880 

2013 Taxes: 
RM of Gimli 14.161 mills 
Evergreen School Division1.506 mills 
Total: 25.667 mills 

Taxes:   Total   (0 .025667 x $97,880) 
=  $2512.30  
(RM Only $1,386) 

Total tax rate is 2.5667% expressed in 
percentage terms.  

Lac du Bonnet  
Roll # 302004.00 

This property sold Nov. 15, 2011 for 
$300,000 

2013 Assessment: 
Land Market Value $141,000 
Building Market Value $163,800 
Total:        Market Value $304,900 
Portioned Value $137,205 

2013 Taxes: 
RM of Lac du Bonnet 13.5 mills 
Sunrise School Division 14.9 mills 
Total:    28.4 mills 

Taxes: Land only (as in park)   
Total  .02836 x PV $63,496. $1800.70 
Municipal only  $857.20 

Taxes: Land and Building (as in RM)   
Total .02836 x PV $137,205
$3891.13 
(Excluding School $1852.27) 
 
Total tax rate is 2.836% expressed in per-
centage terms. 

 

West Hawk Lake 
(lakefront, road access) 

 
Crown land equivalent market value 
$150,000  

Rental rate 4% of value 

Park District Service Fee  $455.93 

Land Rent $1320

Car Tag (One car)    $40 
 
Total:$1815.93 (net of current rebates) 

 

(Notes: 1) the calculations are based upon the current, first phase of the govern-
ments 10-year steady increase in lease rates and service fees for the province’s 
park cottagers. 2) No attempt is made to correct for different services as received in 
a municipality versus those in a Provincial Park 3) the differential total taxes depend-
ing on School Tax have been pointed out for illustration only). 
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If you put a frog into cool 
water, then slowly turn up the 
heat, the frog will only notice 
it is being boiled when it is too 
late to leap out of the pot!

As the Thanksgiving season 
approaches, our resolve to 
keep the abundant pleasures 
of our Parks affordable to all 
Manitobans will be strength-
ened. At the same time, in this 
season it seems appropriate 
to comment on our apprecia-
tion of some of the less obvi-
ous benefits of the Whiteshell 
Park. 

We, especially those of us 
whose base of operation is 
more urban than rural, rarely 
give  thought to how much we 
owe, collectively, to the per-
manent residents in the Park, 
and the many great services 
they provide. Granted, a major 
reason for most of our a�rac-
tion to the Park is the thought 
of leaving civilization behind, 
but the reality is that we still 
use a variety of services and 
products while we are “out in 
the woods.”

When the Park was first es-
tablished,  the government’s 
strategy was to a�ract large 
numbers of co�agers (through 
affordable long-term leases) 
to ensure sufficient demand 
to support a vibrant economy 
in the Park. Many years later, 
while growth has been slow 
and spo�y, there now exists 
a  wide range of services pro-
viding a nearly self-sufficient 
economy. 

There are now many exam-
ples of successful family-run 
businesses that serve the com-
munity.  A great value derived 
from this year-round popu-
lation  is the vibrant sense of 
community that has grown 
over the years. I think it is very 
important for co�agers to rec-
ognize all the benefits, both 
personal and practical, that we 
gain from the local businesses 
and the families that run them, 
just as these businesses depend 
heavily on our trade. 

To a large extent, we share 
values and our successes are 
theirs and vice versa. The best 

example of this reciprocal ben-
efit comes through the South 
East Whiteshell Volunteer Fire 
Department, though there are 
many other examples I could 
name. 

So, as many of us prepare to 
close up for the winter, I hope 
that we all are thinking about 
the word ‘Community,’ and 
raise a glass at Thanksgiving 
to all the friends, full time or 
seasonal, who help make the 
Whiteshell the special place 
it is, a Community worth be-
longing to.

I also have some messages of 
a more down to earth nature:

There is still time to sign our 
petition, either on paper or 
through — change.org — a 
link on our website at 

www.whiteshellcottagers.
com

The time to join our organi-
zation is anytime . . . now you 
can do it on our website.

I want to thank our depart-
ing secretary, Gail Wozney, 
for her years of service to the 
organization. Gail is moving 

on to full-time work and we 
wish her well. I welcome her 
successor, Ken Sommer, a cot-
tager in the Whiteshell who is 
coming out of a (far too early) 
retirement to build our admin-
istrative strength.

And to all of the WCA mem-
bers who have helped us sur-
vive the interim period, es-
pecially Tom Cu�s, Nicky 
Panchysak, and Tom Walker, I 
offer my sincere thanks.

And finally, we mourn the 
loss to fire of the West Hawk 
Inn and West Wok Restaurant. 
Many of us, over the genera-
tions, learned how to hold (just 
hold, of course) a beer glass 
there and it was there we met, 
made and kept many friends. 
To Jeff, Dale and Steve, we are 
sorry for your loss, and we 
hope to greet you in a shiny 
new gathering place that rises 
from the ashes.

Enjoy a prosperous fall sea-
son, drain your toilet tanks, 
and be sure to collect enough 
acorns for the winter.

President’s Report Continued From Page 1
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Editorial: Unraveling the Mystery  
Assessment, Taxation, Park Service Fees, and Crown Land Rent  

There are two co�age worlds 
in Manitoba: co�agers who 

lease lots in provincial parks 
and co�agers who own titled 
land within a municipality (or 
in a very few cases, within a 
provincial park). The provincial 
government has raised the issue 
of fairness when they have com-
pared occupancy costs between 
these two worlds. 

The Municipal World 
The co�age lot in a municipali-

ty is taxed under the authority of  
the Municipal Assessment Act 
(MAA). The municipality and 
the local school division have 
the authority to levy property 
taxes. The amounts levied must 
be based on a cash requirement 
determined by annual budgets 
which are public documents 
revealing all planned expendi-
tures and all expected revenues 
by source. 

The level at which individuals 
pay these taxes is determined 
by an evidence-based prop-
erty assessment using a market 
value (MV) established by the 
comparison of sales records of 
similar property over the period 
between re-assessments.   

Property taxes are calculat-
ed on a portioned value of the 
property assessment.  The Pro-
vincial Assessment Act regu-
lates portioning of market value 
with residential class property 
taxed on 45% of market value 
assessment. Hence, a market 
value assessment of $150,000 
would pay taxes on a portioned 
value assessment of  $67,500.  

Assessment data is revised ev-
ery two years using a computer 
model of all sales.  The data is 
public and available without 
cost on the websites of the Pro-
vincial Municipal Assessor and 
the City of Winnipeg Assessor. 

In addition to the care with 
which the assessments are per-
formed, there also exists a well-
developed appeals process if an 
owner feels the assessment is 
incorrect. First, an informal dis-
cussion with an assessor is avail-
able. The owner is not required 
to employ an accredited real es-
tate appraiser.  If no agreement 
is reached, the formal process of 
appeal to the Board of Revision 
is available.  A final appeal can 
subsequently be made to the 
Municipal Board. The formal 
processes provide an accessible, 

impartial, quasi-judicial forum.  
Throughout these processes, 
information is freely available, 
shared, and without cost to the 
appellant. 

The Provincial Parks World 
Co�agers on leased land pay 

two rates.  The Park District Ser-
vice Fee (PDSF) is supposed to 
cover the annual costs of capital, 
administration, and municipal 
type services specific to an indi-
vidual lot.  The rate is calculated 
based upon the actual costs of 
the previous year’s services ad-

justed by a shares formula. 
The park lessee is also subject 

to Crown land rent. There is no 
stated cash requirement for the 
rent, as all service costs are sup-
posed to have been paid by the 
PDSF. Crown land rent is a di-
rect contribution to the general 
revenue of Manitoba and is not 
dedicated for use in parks.  The 
amount of this contribution is 
determined arbitrarily by gov-
ernment and is calculated by 
the application of a percentage 
rate on an equivalent market 

value for crown land in a simi-
lar region. Equivalent crown 
land market value is not rated 
on individual properties, but is 
assessed on a categorical basis 
by park district and lot type. 

Co�agers will have noted a 
change in their land value as-
sessment this year. The data 
and analytic process used to re-
assess Crown land values from 
the former values derived in 
the 1980s have not been avail-
able to the public. Nor was the 
rationale for the increase of the 
percentage rate which occurred 
incrementally from the 1980s 
to 2000  (a doubling, from two 
per cent to four per cent) been 
shared with the public. This is a 
significant contrast to the open 
and cost-free nature of munici-
pal assessment information.

Co�agers are advised that 
this year they can appeal lot 
land value to Crown Lands and 
Property Agency (CLPA) if they 
have a report from an accred-
ited appraiser with a different 
valuation.  This process is in sig-
nificant contrast to an appeal of 
a municipal assessment.  

Since CLPA has itself deter-
mined the Crown land equiva-
lent market value and levies the 
rent and PDSF, it cannot provide 
the impartial appeal process 
available to municipal ratepay-
ers through the Board of Revi-
sion or the Municipal Board. 

Crown land market values 
were left unadjusted since the 
1980s until this year, when 
they have been substantially 
increased. Yet the pre-existing 
rental rate (four per cent) has 
been held constant. This has 
produced a massive increase 
in rent, starting in 2014 and ac-
cording to the Ministry plan, 
destined to be phased in over 
ten years.  A simultaneous 
PDSF increase will be phased 
in over five years.  A promised 
maximum occupancy cost of 
$3,000 will apparently be in 
force for four years ending with 
the 2017 invoice, although the 
official regulation showing the 
full 10-year phase-in remains 
unamended. 

It is interesting to note that if 
the PDSF in any year did not 
cover service costs then a draw 
could be made on provincial 
general revenue to balance the 
account.  Crown land rent con-

Crown land market values were left 

unadjusted since the 1980s until this 

year, when they have been substan-

tially increased. Yet the pre-existing 

rental rate (four per cent) has been 

held constant. This has produced a 

massive increase in rent. 

Co�agers on leased land pay two 

rates.  The Park District Service Fee is 

supposed to cover the annual costs of 

capital, administration, and munici-

pal type services specific to an individ-

ual lot.  The park lessee is also subject 

to crown land rent. 
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tributes significantly to general 
revenue and is available to offset 
any shortfall in PDSF.  Unfortu-
nately, government interpreta-
tions of the revenues received 
from co�agers do not recog-
nize the contributions made by 
Crown land rent. 

Let’s look at an example for 
a typical lakefront, road access 
co�age at West Hawk Lake: 

The 2014 share of services cost 
for this site (PDSF) is $871.64.  
After the phase-in rebate, the 
lessee cost for 2014 is $455.93 

2014 Invoice Revenue: 
Boat house/dock lease $20
Rent (lease) after rebate                 
$1320
PDSF after rebate $455.93 
Total net of GST $1795.93 

If we calculate the total reve-
nue derived from this lessee and 
subtract the PDSF cost share; 

($1795.93 - $871.64 = $924.29 
gross surplus, $924.29 less PDSF 
rebate of $415.71= $508.58), we 
find that the total revenue col-
lected on this invoice pays all 
service costs and contributes a 
net surplus of $508.58 to pro-
vincial general revenue.  With 
about 900 co�ages at West 
Hawk (most with comparable 
tax and service contributions), a 
net annual contribution to pro-
vincial general revenue of near-

ly $500,000 is generated from 
just this lake alone! 

When the contribution of land 
rent is considered, there does 
not appear to be any subsidy of 
co�ager costs from the income 
and consumption taxes of Man-
itoba. 

The Future 
Continuing our example at 

West Hawk, we can expect 
PDSF to experience three per 
cent inflation per year over ten 

years.  PDSF in this example 
would be $1,140 per year ten 
years from now.  Land rents are 
forecast to change as values are 
reassessed, buildings are evalu-
ated and rental rates adjusted.  
Current land rent (un-rebated) 
is $6,000.  In ten years, it is rea-
sonable to assume that all caps, 
rebates, and phase-ins will have 
ended and that total annual oc-
cupancy cost for this example 
will be $7,500 or more. In other 
words, lessees will experience 
increases on the order of 750 per 
cent in the South Whiteshell.  
Rental revenue will begin to run 
well ahead of a PDSF which, 
presumably, will continue to 

pay all costs.  Rental revenue 
will then contribute hugely to 
provincial general revenue.  

The recent policy changes 
in PDSF and land rent are the 
result of a seven-year devel-
opment process in the Parks 
Branch.  They advise that the 
process will continue a further 
five years to develop a valua-
tion program for co�age build-
ings on leased land to be used 
in rent calculation.  This kind of 
individual value based assess-
ment of buildings has the po-
tential to significantly increase 
the administrative cost compo-
nent in PDSF. 

Further consideration of cot-
tage lease revenues and the 
amount and calculation of 
Crown land rent, which by 
the way, the current govern-
ment has promised, will only 
be acceptable if a joint process 
including meaningful direct 
stakeholder involvement is 
employed to develop new pol-
icy. Establishment of a process 
of this kind will need political 
direction, and co�agers should 
protect their interests by moni-
toring and helping to shape the 
directions proposed. 

Co�age lessees are strongly 
encouraged to contact their lo-
cal MLA to arrange a personal 
meeting to discuss the policy 
development process and to 
encourage the establishment of 
a joint process to engage stake-
holders in meaningful policy 
development.  

Serving the Whiteshell
and surrounding areas

Editorial: Unraveling the Mystery   
Assessment, Taxation, Park Service Fees, and Crown Land Rent  

Co�age lessees are strongly encour-

aged to contact their local MLA to 

arrange a personal meeting to discuss 

the policy development process and 

to encourage the establishment of a 

joint process to engage stakeholders in 

meaningful policy development.  

Advertise in 
the Echo 
Call (204) 
831-7274 

Email:
echo@whiteshellcotttagers.com
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Over the summer 
the South East 

Whiteshell Fire De-
partment responded 
to a number of calls 
including, fires, am-
bulance assists, motor 
vehicle accidents, lost 
and injured hikers and 
downed hydro lines 
causing tree fires. 

The most challenging 
of these was a 911 fire 
call that came in around 
8:30 a.m. on August 
29, advising that the 
West Hawk Inn was on 
fire. Initially firefight-
ers were able to enter 
the building, and con-
duct a search.  When 
the smoke became too 
intense and the fire 
began to threaten the 
surrounding area, the 
order was to go to a 
defensive a�ack. Our 
full complement of 
fire fighters responded 
to the call and were 
joined by our mutual 
aid partner Reynolds 
Fire Department with 
eight members. In ad-
dition, two units from 
the Manitoba Conser-
vation’s IAC (Initial 
A�ack Crew) were as-
signed. The S.E.W.F.D. 
was on the scene for 
over eight hours. Chief 
Bruce Morrison said 
“this was the worst fire 
since the Falcon Lake 
Motor Hotel in the sev-
enties.”

Morrison reported 
that there were no in-
juries and expressed 
appreciation for the as-
sistance provided by 
other departments. Mi-
nor equipment dam-
age included the loss of 
several lengths of hose, 
a ladder and an axe. 
As the exhausted vol-
unteers returned to the 
fire hall, another 911 
fire call came in. Fortu-
nately the department 
was able to address the 
ma�er quickly. August 
29, 2014 is a date that 
will be remembered by 
many. 

Open House 
Our open house was 

a great success, with 
no leftover hot dogs or 
drinks. Thanks to our 
community volunteers, 
fire fighters, and ex-
ecutive members who 
all worked to make 
the day possible. Chil-
dren and adults had 
the opportunity to visit 
the Fire Public Edu-
cation Trailer on loan 
from mutual aid. The 
unit is sponsored by 
Hub International and 
other insurance com-
panies. Visitors to the 
trailer saw a video on 
residential fire evacu-
ation, followed by an 
opportunity to experi-
ence the challenges of 
escaping a smoke-filled 
home, including an exit 
through a window. 

Children were able to 
dress up in child size 
fire fighters gear and 
use water fire extin-
guishers. Department 
vehicles, including the 
fire and rescue trucks, 
fire boat and chief`s 
truck, along with vari-
ous specialized fire 
fighting equipment 
and supplies, were on 
display with fire fight-
ers available to answer 
questions. A special 
thanks to those who 
took the time to make a 
donation while a�end-
ing the open house. 

Your continued fi-
nancial support is 
needed. Donations are 
always welcome and 
may be sent to South 
East Whiteshell Fire 
Department, Box 88, 
Whiteshell P.O. West 
Hawk Lake R0E 2H0. A 
charitable receipt will 
be issued.

By Ray Watts

South East Whiteshell Fire Department 

Above and below, a full complement of SEWFD firefighters was joined by other first 
responders to contain the fire that destroyed the West Hawk Inn Aug. 29 

At our open house, kids were outfitted in child-sized fire figher gear and guests experienced the Fire Public Education 
Trailer.
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Well, where did 
summer go, or 

was it really here? The 
past seasons have not 
been something to write 
home about. The cold 
and deep winter, the wet 
spring and late summer, 
the very high water lev-
els throughout the park.

For lakefront proper-
ties and the low-level 
back properties, this past 
summer, and in some 
cases this fall, will be 
remembered for years 
to come. I must com-
mend Parks for making 
help and supplies avail-
able, here in the North 
end of the Park. Their 
assistance did make it 
somewhat easier for all 
affected co�agers.

For those of you who 
do not have access to or 
read local newspapers, I 
would like to refer to a 
incident that our patrol 
members were totally 
involved with. 

The article in question 
appeared in the The Clip-
per weekly newspaper 
and was wri�en by re-
porter Arlene Davidson 
and was titled “Quartet 
Charged In Break-ins.”

“One adult and three 
youths are facing a host 
of charges in connection 
with break-ins at co�ages 
in the North Whiteshell. 
On March 22nd, around 
5:10 a.m., Lac du Bonnet 
RCMP were dispatched 
to a co�age in the North 
Whiteshell in response to 
an alarm.

While on route to the cot-
tage, the officers received 
a second call reporting the 
possible theft of a snowmo-
bile in the Dorothy Lake 
area.” 

To cut to the end of the 
story (these are now my 
words) numerous goods 
stolen from several cot-
tages were recovered, 
as well as two snow-
mobiles. The four indi-
viduals were to appear 
in court on numerous 
charges at a later date, 

possibly in the early 
spring. 

The Clipper article 
ended with, “RCMP 
Staff Sgt. Greg Gerbrandt 
would like to thank vigilant 
neighbours in the area for 
immediately contacting the 
RCMP when they noticed 
the suspicious activity. The 
investigating officers took 
several days to diligently 
sort through the informa-
tion.”  

Citizens on Patrol have 
a very good working re-
lationship with the lo-
cal RCMP detachments 
and their members and 
keep each other abreast 
of local activities, good 
or bad. 

As the fall season ap-
proaches, the Patrol is 
preparing for another 
season. This will be our 
15th season patrolling 
the North Whiteshell 
area between Betula 
Lake and Eleanor Lake. 

In the past fourteen 
years we have totalled 
112,191 kms of vehicle 
patrol, (69,595 miles) 
and 3,929 hours of pa-
trol time. 

We can account for nu-
merous insecure co�ag-
es being found, several 
break-ins being discov-
ered and the direct in-
volvement in the arrest 
of nine people for vari-
ous offences. 

Each year, assistance is 
offered to us in the form 
of donations to assist in 
the cost of the operation 
of the patrol and its ve-
hicles. All our members 
are volunteers and use 
their own vehicles. 

Other equipment, such 

as cell phones and ve-
hicle equipment, (reflec-
tive door signs, flashing 
lights, etc.) are gener-
ously supplied on a loan 
basis by MPIC.

The patrol would like 
to thank the following 
co�agers and organiza-
tions for their assistance. 
Some people have asked 
me not to mention them 
and simply acknowledge  
“we know who they are” 
and thank them equally 
as we do the posted 
names. 

• Manitoba Conserva-
tion, Seven Sisters Dis-
trict, Park Supervisor, 
Greg Legall.

• Manitoba Conser-
vation Enforcement,  
North Whiteshell NRO, 
Andrew Prokopchuk.

• RCMP Lac Du Bon-
net, Staff Sgt. Greg Ger-
brandt.

• RCMP Whitemouth 
Detachment, Cst. R. 
Thurber.

• The Whiteshell Echo 
for publishing our ar-
ticles.

• Whiteshell Co�agers 
Association for its dona-
tion. 

• Pinewood Lodge for 
monthly meetings space 
and banquet get togeth-

er.
Co�agers

Eleanor Lake: W&M 
Bos, D. Chontske, L&P 
Cumming, S. Downes, 
D&R Molicard, L. Mor-
rison, A&K Walker, L. 
McCoy, J&J McRoBie.

O�er Falls: C&G Ber-
nardin, K&G Brown, 
D&S Cann, D&D 
Dreikluft, A. Enns, W&V 
Hill, B. Huchko, G&L 
Lindsay, J&R Lock, K&P 
McDonald, K&G Nally, 
D. Palidwor, E. Rector, 
A. Smu�ell, B&V War-
ner.

Dorothy Lake: G. 
Balderstone/E. Johnston, 
J&D Beckstead, V&S De 
Wi�, F&L Erb, G&M 
Hoffman,  J&P Lesko, G. 
Marynowski, B&R Ouel-
let, B&D Thomson, S&L 
Tro�er,H&I Scholte. 

Dorothy Lake: Golden 
Acres: H&C West, H&D 
Zechel, L. Madsen.

Barrier Bay: Barrier 
Bay Resort, D. Jourdain/
W. Hazelwood, A&L 
Koop, J&S Linton, D. Mi-
kulik, A. Shewchuk, C. 
Tanner, K&T Thomson, 
B. Howie, M&A Cowan, 
Paradise Point.  

Nutimik Lake: D&G 
Bird, T&S Bockstael, D. 
Bonner, D&J Burnside, 

A&R Friesen, W&W Fri-
esen, R&W Kalyniuk, 
B&A Kaplan, D. (Olek-
son) Kish, G&J Kitchen, 
B&H Kraft, K&C Lind-
ner, D&C Madsen, A&O 
Pedde, B&J Ronyck, B. 
Howie, L&G Patche�e, 
T&B Cardey, J. Murash.

Nutimik Lake Pri-
vate Land: Howk’s 
Point Road Assoc. c/o R. 
Belisie, J, Cramer,

Betula Lake: R&H 
Anderson, T&A Cu�s, 
E&M Coldwell, D&E 
DeGraff, B&E Dion, 
R&R Galloway, P&J 
Gowryluk, B&C McCar-
ton, J. McWilliams/H. 
Bradley, D. Monk, R&L 
Palmer, J&L Peterer, 
R&E Russell, D&J Shef-
field, E&M Unger, R&S 
Unger, W&J Vielhaber, 
Wohlschlager/Baines, 
R&D Wood, P&L Led-
ingham, D&E Willison, 
D&L Sproule, J&C Col-
lo.

If you are of the opin-
ion that this group of de-
voted volunteers reflect 
a commitment to our 
co�age community here 
in the North Whiteshell, 
provide a worthwhile 
service, and you are 
inclined to make a do-
nation to assist in our 
operating costs, please 
contact us at:

North Whiteshell 
300 Group – COPP
PO Box 157
Seven Sisters Falls
Manitoba, ROE 1YO
If you spend most of 

the winter in the park 
and would like to be-
come a member of our 
organization, please feel 
free to drop us a line at 
the mailing address for 
the group and I will get 
back to you with all the 
answers to your ques-
tions. You must also un-
dertake a record check 
with the RCMP as a 
condition of becoming a 
member.

Have a great fall and 
winter. Remember, if 
you’re not down here at 
the lake, we are!

NORTH WHITESHELL CITIZENS ON PATROL - COPP

Jack McRoBie
Chairperson, COPP In the past 

fourteen years 
we have totalled 
112,191 kms of 
vehicle patrol, 
(69,595 miles) 

and 3,929 hours 
of patrol time. 
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Dear Editor,
Regarding the new resurfaced tennis courts at Falcon. It
has been some time since tennis has been available at
Falcon. Now we have wonderful tennis courts for all to use.
Why not hold tournaments now as fundraisers for the town
of Falcon?
Thank-you to all of you who signed the petition, attended
meetings, made phone calls, spoke to government officials
and in any other way to get this event to happen.
Come play tennis!
Karen Middagh

letter to the editor

From left Ethel Gordon, Maureen Peterson,
Jan Coates, Eldrid Mancer and Karen

Middagh raise a toast to the new courts

North Whiteshell Citizens on Patrol

Please support 
your local

COPP
PO Box 157 Seven Sisters Falls

PO Box 157 Seven Sisters Falls
Man. R0E 1Y0

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

City _______________________________ Postal Code ____________________

Lake ___________________________ Block ___________ Lot _____________

Res. Phone ____________________ Lake Phone _________________________

________________________________________

Photo taken at ______________________________________________________

Signature __________________________ Date ___________________________

Mail to: 1975 Corydon Ave., Suite 2D, Winnipeg, MB R3P 0R1

Contest Rules
Three Categories — Scenic/ Action/ Nature

1. Contest open to WCA members & family.

2. Photos must be taken in the Whiteshell Provincial Park.

3. Cottager’s residence details and category

must be on back of each photo.

4. Photos must be 4x6 or 5x7 inches, colour or black and white.

5. All photos submitted become property of the WCA.

6. No photos are returned.

7. Entry deadline is October 21, 2009.

8. Each photo can be entered only once.

9. Only one winner per family.

10.Entrants must be amateur photographers.

1st Prize $75
Three firsts possible

2nd Prize $50
Three seconds possible

3rd Prize $35
Three thirds possible

4th Prize $25
Three fourths possible

Whiteshell Cottagers Association Inc.
2009 Photo Contest Entry Form
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Falcon Lake – South Shore Trail  
Grand Opening Celebration 

By Gary Turnbull

On Sunday after-
noon, Aug. 31, the 

South Whiteshell Trail 
Association hosted a 
grand opening of the 
newest section of trail 
development. This new 
12 km section is a beau-
tiful addition to the 100 
km of trails now avail-
able for hiking biking 
or skiing in the South 
Whiteshell region.  

The celebration was 
very well a�ended, de-
spite the cool tempera-
ture and constant rain. 
We heard many positive 
comments about how 
much people appreciat-
ed this new trail section 
and how it was being 
used regularly.  

The Bike and Hike por-
tion of the celebration 
event did not proceed as 
planned but there were 
several brave souls that 
gathered under the pic-
nic shelter by the boat 
launch on the South 
Shore Road for the 2 
p.m. start. While we 
waited for the rain to let 
up, most of the younger 
children, and a couple 
adults too, had their 
faces painted by expert 
makeup artists. 

After we realized the 
rain was not going to 
let up, several people 
stepped out of the shel-
ter and hiked a portion 
of the trail with umbrel-
las and rain gear.  

We would like to thank 
the many volunteers 
that offered their time to 
support this event. The 
15 people that were go-
ing to be trail leaders, 
marshalls, and provid-
ing shu�le service for 
the bike, run or hike 
event were relieved they 
did not have to get wet.  

The many other volun-
teers that made desserts 
and served the food and 
drinks were pleased that 
people still came out to 
the Falcon Trails Ski 
Chalet for the afternoon 

and evening festivities.  
It was gratifying to re-
alize how supportive 
and appreciative the lo-
cal co�age owners are 
to have this new trail in 
their area.

A special thank you 
goes out to Don and 
Donna Eppler and 
the Block 13 co�agers.  
When we were recruit-
ing volunteers, I met 
Don for the first time, 
and he offered to pro-
mote the grand opening 

and talk to his neigh-
bours about donating 
to the South Whiteshell 
Trail Association.  The 
Block 13 co�agers he 
talked with contributed 
a total of $1,255 for fur-
ther trail development 
and maintenance. This 
is wonderful support. 
Every nickel will be al-
located carefully.

At 3 p.m., people began 
to show up at the Falcon 

The ribbon cutting, from left, Bruce Bremner,  Maureen Barchyn and Ian Hughes. Photos by Jason duBourg.

Our honourees and trail builders, representatives from Manitoba Government, Trails Manitoba, past presidents and founding 
members of SWTA, landscape architect, trail engineer and mapping service. Front row: Melissa Sitter and Hannah, Shawn Kettner, 
Kim Page, Pat Martin, Margaret Boyechko, Murray Coates and Brad Kiedyk. Second row:  Bruce Bremner, Ian Hughes, Richard 
Hurst, Brock Hamilton, Luke Hamilton, Mike Hayward, Barb Hamilton, Sue Atkin, Alec Young, Maureen Barchyn and Mark Clarke. 
Missing: Harold Westdal, Ruth Marr, Mary Mitchell, John Irwin.

Continued next page
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South Shore Trail Grand Opening continued

Trails Ski Chalet.  We are 
thankful that the use of 
this facility was donated 
to SWTA for this event.  
Having a warm and dry 
place to meet saved the 
day.  The barbecue team 
was kept very busy flip-
ping burgers, hot dogs 
and veggie burgers. It 
was difficult keeping up 
with the crowd at times.  

At 4 p.m., there was an 
inauguration ceremony 
with a few short speech-
es from Bruce Bremner,  
ADM, Regional Services 
and Parks; Ian Hughes, 
president, Trails Mani-
toba; and Maureen Bar-
chyn, president, South 
Whiteshell Trail Asso-
ciation. 

Then there was a rib-
bon cu�ing ceremony 
for the new trail.

We also took the oppor-
tunity to recognize the 
many past presidents of 
SWTA and the govern-
ment officials that have 
been great supporters of 
trail development since 
it all began in 1995.

Then the music was 
turned up!  We were all 
entertained by several 
excellent bands and indi-
viduals who all offered 
their talents to support 
the celebration.  

Bill Hamilton started 
off the evening with his 
solo singer-songwriter 
act with lyrics about 
the natural wonder of 
the Trans Canada Trail 
winding through grass 
prairie, rolling land-
scapes and the rocks, 
trees and lakes of our 
Canadian Shield.  

Then River City Ruck-
us, which is a new group 
of accomplished musi-
cians from Winnipeg,  
with Whiteshell con-
nections, kicked it up 
with their rambunctious 
roots-rock.  

Then D’Arcy and Re-
becca entertained with 
some wonderful Irish 
music with their banjo, 
fiddle, mandolin and 
bouzouki.

Glen McCabe came 
back to Falcon and took 
the stage for old times 

sake and shared his 
original music that he 
has played at festivals 
across North America.  

Raine Hamilton from 
Winnipeg, who is also 
a South Shore co�ager,  
shared her humour and 
grace on the stage, with 
her deeply honest, clear 
voice, rich with melody 
and imbued with sage 
lyrics.

Twin brothers, the 
Sturgeons, wrapped up 
the evening. They have 
preformed at many Ca-
nadian Music Festivals, 
toured across Canada 
and have just released 
their second album ‘This 
Is.’  

The music was inter-
spersed with sound bites 
of information about 
trail building and testi-
monials from individu-
als about what the trails 
mean to them. 

There were posters dis-
playing all of the trails 
of the South Whiteshell 
and the new proposed 
trail locations.

A table was set up for 
selling new SWTA tee-
shirts and accepting 
charitable donations.  

Despite the weather 
this was a wonderful cel-
ebration and a reward-
ing fund-raising event. 

In addition to the gen-
erous donations from 

Block 13, there were 
several individuals and  
families that pledged to 
contribute $5,000 to trail 
building and will be rec-
ognized with the instal-
lation of a granite bench 
at a location of their 
choice, along one of the 
trails. Watch for specific 
recognition of these gen-
erous donors in future 
editions of the Whiteshell 
Echo.

SWTA is a group of vol-
unteers who are dedicat-
ed to ensuring a system 
of non-motorized rec-
reational trails are built 
and maintained in the 
South Whiteshell area.  
We partner with Trails 

Manitoba, a charitable 
organization that pro-
motes trail development 
and use in Manitoba.  We 
also work in partnership 
with community pro-
grams and the Province 
of Manitoba.  

The funds raised at 
this event will be used 
directly for specific trail 
maintenance or mul-
tiplied several times 
through programs and 
grants for further trail 
development.  Your do-
nations really do make 
a difference and every 
amount counts.  

Watch for new signs 
and trail markers in the 
near future.
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Barren Lake
Don Sleeva
Home (204) 237-3081
Lake (204) 349-8982

Marcel Wozny
Home (204) 668-6390
Lake (204) 349-2860

Betula Lake
John Collo
Home (204) 233-8459
Lake (204) 348-2799

Tom Cutts
Home (204) 837-5049
Lake (204) 348-7290

Gaeline Delmarque
Home (204) 489-3016
Lake (204) 348-7796

Gladys Jones
Home (204) 668-1250
Lake (204) 348-2110

Brereton Lake
Annette Berard
Lake (204) 369-5402
osce789@yahoo.ca

Margaret Kent
Home/Lake 
(204) 369-5221

Brereton Lake (cont’d)
Doug Moberg
Home (204) 269-4511
Lake (204) 369-5515

Nicola Panchysak
Lake (204) 369-5217
nicola.p@me.com

Sharon Philp
Cell (204) 771-7297
sharonphilp@hotmail.com

Lorna Spencer
Home (204) 254-8137
Lake (204) 369-5702

Caddy Lake
Joel Kettner
Home (204) 475-3492
Lake (204) 349-2089
jdkettner@me.com

Robert Stalker: 
Lake (204) 349-8676

Dorothy Lake
Ray Hesslein 
Home (204) 256-1547
Lake (204) 348-3231

Stan Pogorzelec
Home (204) 668-8153
Lake (204) 348-3282

Eleanor Lake
Ed Enns
(204) 334-8318
edwardenns204@gmail.com

Falcon Lake
Al Bezak
abbezak@shaw.ca 
Lake (204) 226-1888 

Cheryl Bryant 
cheryl@tek.ca 
(204) 588-7007 

Randall Kinley 
randy5@mts.net 
Cell (204) 228-6507 

Garry Parker  
garry@parkerindustries.ca 
Lake (204) 349-2763 

Jo-Ann Shields 
jojo_shields@yahoo.ca 
Lake (Cell) (204) 299-4528 

Ronald Smith 
ronaldssmith@hotmail.
com 
Lake (204) 349-8804 

Florence Lake
Kristin Pingatore 
Home (204) 803-9464

Nora Lake
Angela Hogan
Home: (204) 866-4398
aghogan@highspeedcrow.ca

Nutimik Lake
Sandra Kline
Lake (204) 348-2888

Joan Murash
Home/Lake 
(204) 348-7635
jmurash@mymts.net

Otter Falls
Gloria De Baets 
Home: (204) 222-7762

Red Rock Lake
Rick Emslie
Home (204) 786-3394
David McNeil
Home (204) 489-3508
Lake (204) 348-7510

Star Lake
Norm Frederickson
Home (204) 339-7493
Lake (204) 349-2050

George Lemay
Lake (204) 349-3376

Tom Walker
Home (204) 269-5988
tewalker@hotmail.com

West Hawk Lake
Richard Babyak
Home (204) 475-4996
Lake (204) 349-8406
Daniel Klass
Lake (204) 349-2606
klass6@gmail.com

Bob Morrison
Home (204) 453-1153
Lake (204) 349-2369

Dan Myk
Home (204) 889-4561
Lake (204) 349-8320
dannmyk@hotmail.com

White Lake
Gary Kennedy
(204) 254-2300
(204) 348-7440
garykennedy@mymts.net

HONOURARY
DIRECTORS
John Biglow
Harry Meneer
June Phillips
Ed Wilson

Board of Directors
Whiteshell Cottagers Association Inc. 2014-2015

The Whiteshell Wilderness Choir 
is a new community group star�ng up this 

fall in the South Whiteshell. Come and en-

joy making music together! Everyone is 

welcome, regardless of singing experience.  

For more informa�on, please contact 

whiteshellwildnernesschoir@gmail.com
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District Offices 
Falcon Lake 
(204) 349-2201

West Hawk  
(204) 349-2245 
(summer only)

Rennie  
(204) 369-3153

Seven Sisters  
(204) 348-4004

District Park 
Supervisors

North Whiteshell
Greg Legall 
(204) 348-4006

South Whiteshell
Kelvin Kowaski 
(204) 349-6015

Enforcement 
Inquiries

North Whiteshell
Andrew Prokopchuk 
(District Supervisor/Natural Re-
source Officer) 
(204) 348-4008

South Whiteshell
Sean Federspiel 
(District Supervisor/
Natural Resource Officer)  
(204) 349-6018

June Nelson 
(Natural Resource Officer)  
(204) 349-6017

Cheryl Mason 
(Cottage Lot Inspector)  
(204) 349-6020

Manitoba Conservation Contact Info 

Annual Falcon Lake Golf Course
Ladies Classic - Golf Fore The Cure

The 21st Annual Ladies Classic Golf Fore the Cure, June 7, 2014, raised $3,080 for breast cancer research in 
Manitoba making our total raised $17,247. Tournament winner, above left, was Erica Farrer of West Hawk Lake 

with a score of 79. Congratulations to Kathleen Coe, above right, also from West Hawk Lake, winner of the Zel 
Hay low net memorial  trophy, with a net score of 68. Prize presenter is head professional Sandy Kurceba. Thank 
you to the volunteers, participants and sponsors, listed below, for making this day such a success.

Lynda Riddoch   
Jean Rudge   
Brent Hobday  
David Semko  
Greg Macaulay (Wilson Sports) 
Brenda Prystayko  
Stella Kennedy   
Craig & Ross   
Christine Ross   
Paul Duncan (Sigmar-Mackenzie) 

Lumber One  
Rob Mcmillan  
Expedia Travel   
Jane Headland & Ev Proceviat   
Falcon Ladies Group   
Derek & Jamie Hay   
Subaru    
Kenora Golf Course   
Pro Pride Contracting   
Northern Meats   

Randall Homes   
Falcon Lake Golf Course   
Mickey Hearn   
Barb Durston  
Therese Lazreq R.m.t.  
Falcon Trails Resort    
Darlene Chimilar  
Nellie Chorney   
Bob Firth   
Jamie Marshall   
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Otter Falls

We survived the 
2014 flood!  Hope-

fully lakefront co�age 
owners didn’t suffer 
too much damage from 
the high water we had 
in June and July. Some 
erosion is to be expected 
and now we must try to 
reinforce our shorelines 
a li�le be�er.  

It was quite unusual to 
see fish swimming be-
tween co�age lots as well 
as having ducks swim-
ming in the back yard.  
We never really know 
what to expect, do we? 

A big bouquet to the 
boaters who were con-
siderate and did not 
boat too close to shore, 
or travel too fast, causing 
a wake.  However, a big 
beef to those who either 
failed to read the sign at 
the entrance to the park 
office, or who just didn’t 
obey it.  Perhaps camp-

grounds, if they don’t 
already do so, could 
make it a point to stress 
to campers the impor-
tance of using caution 
with their boats in these 
conditions. 

Congratulations 
Jim and Cyndy Park, in 

Block 5, became grand-
parents again to a wee 
baby boy. Have you 
picked out his fishing 
rod yet? 

On a late August eve-
ning, with the gorgeous 
northern lights display, 
our daughter Denise 
and her boyfriend Steve 
became engaged.  It 
was a joyous event and 
we are very happy to 
welcome Steve into our 
family.  

Work Party 
Our daughter Deena, 

and our son-in-law Greg 
travelled from Edmon-
ton to assist us in build-
ing a garage.  Their visit 
seemed to end far too 

quickly and soon they 
were back on the road 
heading home. 

We would like to thank 
everyone who pitched 
in, one way or another, 
to help us get the garage 
built in record time. 

Autumn Is Here 
The evenings are get-

ting quite chilly now, 

reminding us that our 
short summer is at an 
end.  With a li�le luck, 
we may be in store for 
some pleasant weather 
this fall. I’m sure we have 
all created some wonder-
ful memories this sum-
mer that hopefully will 
carry us through to next 
Spring. 

Meet and Greet 
Your Neighbours 

Adolf and Helen Ko-
vacs have their place in 
Block 4 at Lot 3.  They 
have occupied this lot 
since 1978. 

At one time, from 1972 – 
1977, they owned and op-
erated Riverview Lodge 
and restaurant.  There 
were no telephones and 
if a call had to be made, 
people would have to go 
to a resort area to use a 
pay phone.  There was 
only one phone line from 
Riverview to Nutimik. 

“As everyone who 
spends time out here can 
a�est, we really appreci-
ate the peace and quiet. 
It’s a great place for chil-
dren to grow up.  There 
are inconveniences, but 
they are minor com-
pared to the lifestyle and 
the scenery”. 

Helen worked at 
Whitemouth School be-
fore being employed by 
Manitoba Conservation 
in Rennie and Lac du 
Bonnet.   

Adolf was a mainte-
nance foreman serving 
the area from the park 
entrance through to Bet-
ula for twenty-five years. 

Adolf and Helen 
shared that, while in the 
city, people tend to fall 
into social classes, while 
at the lake, everyone is 
equal and accepted, the 
way it should be. 

By Diane Dreikluft 

Continued on next page

Adolf and Helen Kovacs.

You could write for 
the Whiteshell Echo

We need contributors 
from across 

Whiteshell Park 
from students 

to seniors 
Contact the editor at 

echo@whiteshellcottagers.com
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Helen commented that 
the best memories are 
made here and it is won-
derful to see the love of 
the area and all it brings, 
developed in the grand-
children. 

Gerhard Lauber can be 
found on Block 3, at Lot 
15.  He has had his place 
for 29 years and over that 
time there has been a 
considerable amount of 
renovating done. 

Gerhard likes to spend 
from April through to the 
Thanksgiving weekend 
out here. He has had the 
opportunity to do so for 
the past nineteen years. 

He mentioned that he 
spent many years in the 
Whiteshell prior to pur-
chasing his co�age.  “I 
love it here!” He spends 
his leisure time pu�er-

ing around and going 
for walks and he is glad 
his grandchildren come 
down to enjoy what Ot-
ter Falls has to offer.  He 
adds that there are some 
very nice people here. 

His main worry is that 
there is no speed limit 
sign on the block road.  
“Cars speed by and I am 
concerned for the young 
children.” 

Hans and Laurie Peper 
are situated in Block 3 at 
Lot 3.  They purchased 
their co�age in 2006 af-
ter camping at O�er 
Falls campground for 
some time.  Since then, 
for safety reasons,  they 
rebuilt the co�age and 
boathouse.   

Hans and Laurie find 
their O�er Falls co�age 
is a very positive place.  

Hans said, “It is close to 
the city, close to the store 
and it is just a great loca-
tion!” 

He added that looking 
out at the lake, the co-
lours seem to always be 
changing with whatever 
the weather brings. 

Laurie enjoys amazing 
sunrises while sipping a 
cup of tea. 

They both agree that 
there is good quality 
family time at the co�age 
– a real family place. 

Tubing and kayaking 
are things they like to do 
and they have a bonfire 
or an indoor fire every 
evening.  “We are cre-
ating some wonderful 
memories.”

Walter and Vera 
Domanski are in Block 1, 
at Lot 4.  They have en-

joyed their co�age since 
1976 and they have re-
built a lovely co�age. 
Vera explained that it 
has been a labour of love, 
nail by nail and board by 
board. 

Some of you may rec-
ognize the last name.  
Walter served on the 
Whiteshell Co�ager’s 
Association board as a 
director for 17 years. 

Walter and Vera’s chil-
dren truly enjoy the cot-
tage and even though 
they don’t reside in Man-
itoba, they come here 
every year. Their grand-
children have grown up 
enjoying what co�age 
life has to offer. 

Walter and Vera have 
had the same neigh-
bours, for the most part, 
since they bought their 

co�age. 
They relish being down 

here.  “The environment, 
the neighbours, and na-
ture make it all worth-
while. We feel so secure 
here and it is nice to have 
the store and the camp-
ground so close as we 
like to go for walks.” 

Walter enjoys fishing 
while Vera prefers to 
cook and bake, making 
some tasty dishes. 

Announcements 
Do you have any an-

nouncements that you 
would like to have in-
cluded in the Echo?  If so, 
please contact me at Lot 
11, Blk. 4 or email me at 
dianedreikluft@mymts.
net.  You can also reach 
me at 204-791-0104. Un-
til next time, be safe and 
keep well.

Gerhard Lauber.

DESIGN
BUILDING
RENOVATION
Barry Ritchie
ritconst@kmts.ca
807 733 9919 fax 733 2262
Box 121 Clearwater Bay Ontario P0X 1S0

RITCHIE
CONSTRUCTION

Hans and Laurie Peper. 

Otter Falls continued from previous page
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Well here it is the end 
of the summer of 

2014 and it sure was a 
short one. 

We were blessed with 
a few weeks of glorious 
hot, sunny weather but I 
think most of us feel  we 
were a bit cheated.  I hope 
that everyone was able to 
take advantage of some 
of those great summer 
days. 

The summer of 2014 
has also been a challeng-
ing one. It brought swol-
len water levels on the 
Winnipeg River and the 
Whiteshell watershed. 
This created problems 
with submerged docks, 
boat launches, boat hous-
es and beaches.  Lake 
front co�agers were sand-
bagging to protect their 
properties. With the high 
water levels came clo-
sures to beaches and boat 
launches. Boaters and 
swimmers were forced to 
share the beaches, mak-
ing for some hazardous 
conditions and the po-
tential for serious injury. 
Sure hope that everyone 
played it safe. Now that 
the water has gone down 
some and the cleanup is 
almost done, we look for-
ward to a be�er summer 
in 2015. 

Annual Bird Release
The Annual Barrier Bay 

Bird Release was held on 
August 2. Although the 
gods “rained on our pa-
rade” (for the first time), 
the day was a tremendous 
success. The rain didn’t 
deter the fun and festivi-
ties with everyone enjoy-
ing the hot dogs, french 
fries, drinks, baking table 
and the silent auction. The 
kids had great fun, enjoy-
ing candy scrambles, face 
painting and trying their 
luck at the fish pond. 

There were two guests 
of honour this year, a 
Peregrine Falcon, the 
Ambassador Bird from 
the Prairie Wildlife Reha-
bilitation Center (PWRC) 
and the Great Horned 
Owl that was released. 
All proceeds from the 

Bird Release go to the 
PWRC, a non-profit or-
ganization whose main 
goal is to treat injured and 
orphaned wildlife and 
successfully return them 
to their natural habitat. 
This year they released 
the Great Horned Owl 
which they had rescued 
as a baby. What a great 
moment that was when 
that bird took flight! Ku-
dos to Erica Seales for her 
safe handling of the Great 
Horned Owl before she 
released it into the sur-
rounding forest (and for 
staying safe herself!!) 
What a thrill for her and 
all of us there. Thank you 
to Lisa Tretiak from the 
PWRC. Once again she 
was so informative an-
swering questions from 
the crowd and allowing 
us a very rare close up 
look at these beautiful 
birds. 

Erica and DJ Seales, our 
hosts from Barrier Bay 
Resort, thank everyone 
for coming out to support 
the PWRC. They would 
like to thank all the amaz-
ing volunteers whose 
hard work made this day 
so successful. Thanks 
also to Russell Page from 
Mariner Neptune’s for 

supplying those delicious 
hot dogs and french fries 
and to all  those who do-
nated silent auction priz-
es and services, including 
Don’s Photo, Willie Kal-
niuk Po�ery, Star Build-
ers, McNaughton Motors 
and  Enviro East Septic. 

I would like to extend 
to DJ and Erica, from all 
of us in the community, 
a big thank you for their 
commitment to continu-
ing this event that Kevin 
and Gail Nally started 

By Linda Vosper

Barrier Bay

Above, a Peregrine Falcon, 
the Ambassador Bird from 
the Prairie Wildlife Rehabilita-
tion Center, and at right, the 
rehabilitated Great Horned 
Owl that was returned to the 
wild, were the stars of the An-
nual Barrier Bay Bird Release 
Aug. 2. The event also includ-
ed a candy scramble and si-
lent auction.

Continued on page 25

Erica Seales and Lisa Tretiak of the Prairie Wildlife Rehabilitation Center.
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Nutimik Lake 

As quickly as sum-
mer came, it seemed 

to leave us just as quick-
ly.   

Although the swim-
ming buoys were nev-
er put out and all the 
beaches in our area 
were ‘closed’ all sum-
mer, the beaches were 
still packed full of peo-
ple on any given day.  

With our small beach 
area,  due to the high 
water, if it was hot out, 
the girls and I made our 
way down to the beach 
early to get a spot near 
the water.  

Over the summer, I 
watched my girls play 
with their Nutimik 
friends and it makes me 
smile, as I still see all the 

young kids I watched 
grow up out here and 
how close they still are 
with all their Nutimik 
friends that they made 
when they were young.   

Wolf A�ack 
A lone wolf was 

spo�ed several times 
throughout the summer 
in Block 1.  

The wolf entered Ron 
Bell’s yard in the mid-
dle of the day and tried 
to take off with his dog. 
When Ron went out-
side, his dog (which 
was tied up) was in the 
wolf’s mouth.  The wolf 
dropped his dog, and 
ran off.  Ron’s dog was 
badly hurt and had to 
be rushed to the veteri-
nary.  The dog has since 
been recovering and is 
lucky to be alive. 

Resident Deer
Speaking of wild-

life, Block 4 has had a 
resident deer hanging 
around all summer.  
This deer makes itself 
at home in many yards 
around the area and 
residents in the area 
have come to know and 
get close to the deer.  

Kevin Howie 
Memorial Search and 
Rescue Fund Garage 

Sale 
Once again the weath-

er was warm and the 
shoppers were steady 
all day for The Kevin 
Howie Memorial Search 
and Rescue Fund ga-
rage sale.  It was a huge 
success and raised up-
wards of $3,200!  Thank 
you to all the generous 
people who donated 

items and all the vol-
unteers for your hard 
work. Without all of 
you, the garage sale 
would not have become 
the success it is! 

Smokey the Bear 
turns 70! 

Happy 70th birthday 
goes out to Smokey the 
Bear!  The museum held 
a special day of events 
to honour Smokey’s 
birthday. The day end-
ed with a campfire to 
learn about fire safety 
and how to prevent for-
est fires. Smokey was 

on hand to help answer 
questions and mingle 
with all the guests that 
came. One guest at the 
fire even presented 
Smokey with a birthday 
present of a handmade 
walking stick. 

Happy 
25th Anniversary

Happy 25th Anniver-
sary goes out to Greg 
and Kathy Spence of 
block 4.  Their daugh-
ters, Jasmin, Rebecca 

Greg and Kathy Spence on their 25th anniversary. Photo by 
Madison Spence.

By Kerri Pleskach

Long time Nutimik friends floating on a hot day.

The beach was ‘closed’ all summer.

Continued on page 25
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WHAT’S COOKING? 
Perfect Turkey
Yield:  1 18 lb. turkey
Ingredients: 
1 (18 pound) whole turkey, neck and giblets removed 
2 cups kosher salt 
1/2 cup butter, melted 
2 large onions, peeled and chopped 
4 carrots, peeled and chopped 
4 stalks celery, chopped 
2 sprigs fresh thyme 
1 bay leaf 
1 cup dry white wine 

Directions

1.Rub the turkey inside and out with the kosher salt. Place the bird 
in a large stock pot, and cover with cold water. Place in the refrig-
erator, and allow the turkey to soak in the salt and water mixture 
12 hours, or overnight.
2. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Thoroughly 
rinse the turkey, and discard the brine mixture.
3. Brush the turkey with 1/2 the melted butter. Place breast side 
down on a roasting rack in a shallow roasting pan. Stuff the tur-
key cavity with 1 onion, 1/2 the carrots, 1/2 the celery, 1 sprig of 
thyme, and the bay leaf. Scatter the remaining vegetables and 
thyme around the bottom of the roasting pan, and cover with the 
white wine.
4. Roast uncovered 3 1/2 to 4 hours in the preheated oven, until 
the internal temperature of the thigh reaches 180 degrees F (85 
degrees C). Carefully turn the turkey breast side up about 2/3 
through the roasting time, and brush with the remaining butter. Al-
low the bird to stand about 30 minutes before carving.

Sausage, Apple and Cranberry Stuffing
Yield:  10 servings
Ingredients
1 1/2 cups cubed whole wheat bread 
3 3/4 cups cubed white bread 
1 pound ground turkey sausage 
1 cup chopped onion 
3/4 cup chopped celery 
2 1/2 teaspoons dried sage 
1 1/2 teaspoons dried rosemary 
1/2 teaspoon dried thyme 
1 Golden Delicious apple, cored and chopped 
3/4 cup dried cranberries 
1/3 cup minced fresh parsley 
1 cooked turkey liver, finely chopped 
3/4 cup turkey stock 
4 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted 

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degree F (175 degree C). Spread the white 
and whole wheat bread cubes in a single layer on a large bak-
ing sheet. Bake for 5 to 7 minutes in the preheated oven, or until 
evenly toasted. Transfer toasted bread cubes to a large bowl.
2. In a large skillet, cook the sausage and onions over medium 
heat, stirring and breaking up the lumps until evenly browned. Add 
the celery, sage, rosemary, and thyme; cook, stirring, for 2 minutes 
to blend flavors.
3. Pour sausage mixture over bread in bowl. Mix in chopped ap-
ples, dried cranberries, parsley, and liver. Drizzle with turkey stock 
and melted butter, and mix lightly. Spoon into turkey to loosely fill.

Caramel Apple Pork Chops
Yield:  4  Servings
Ingredients:  
4 (3/4 inch) thick pork chops 
1 teaspoon vegetable oil 
2 tablespoons brown sugar 
salt and pepper to taste 
1/8 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1/8 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
2 tablespoons unsalted butter 
2 tart apples - peeled, cored and sliced 
3 tablespoons pecans  (optional)

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 175 degrees F (80 degrees C). Place a me-
dium dish in the oven to warm.
2. Heat a large skillet over medium-high heat. Brush chops lightly 
with oil and place in hot pan. Cook for 5 to 6 minutes, turning 
occasionally, or until done. Transfer to the warm dish, and keep 
warm in the preheated oven.
3. In a small bowl, combine brown sugar, salt and pepper, cin-
namon and nutmeg. Add butter to skillet, and stir in brown sugar 
mixture and apples. Cover and cook until apples are just tender. 
Remove apples with a slotted spoon and arrange on top of chops. 
Keep warm in the preheated oven.
4.Continue cooking sauce uncovered in skillet, until thickened 
slightly. Spoon sauce over apples and chops. Sprinkle with pe-
cans.

Turkey Posole 
A Mexican dish usually prepared with pork. A great recipe for 
turkey leftovers.

Yield:  8 servings
Ingredients
3 tablespoons olive oil 
2 yellow onions, cubed 
2 fresh poblano chile peppers, seeded and cut into 1/2 inch strips 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
2 quarts turkey broth 
4 cups cubed cooked turkey 
1 (4 ounce) can chopped green chile peppers 
2 (15 ounce) cans cannellini beans, drained and rinsed 
2 (15 ounce) cans white hominy, drained 
1 tablespoon chili powder 
2 tablespoons ground cumin 
2 tablespoons dried oregano 
water 
salt and pepper to taste 

Directions
1. In a large Dutch oven, heat oil over medium heat. Cook onions 
and poblano chiles in oil until soft. Stir in garlic, and cook for one 
or two minutes. Season with chili powder, cumin, and oregano.
2. Stir in turkey broth, cooked turkey, canned green chile peppers, 
cannellini beans, and hominy. Stir in water if more liquid is needed 
to just cover everything in the pot. Season to taste with salt and 
pepper. Bring to a boil, then reduce heat to low, and cover. Sim-
mer, stirring occasionally, for about an hour to blend flavors.
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WHAT’S COOKING? 
Garlic Potatoes
Yield:  6 servings
Ingredients   
1 1/2 pounds red potatoes, cut into large chunks 
1 clove garlic, halved lengthwise 
1/2 cup milk 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley 

Directions:
1. Place the potatoes and garlic into a large pot, and just cover 
with salted water. Bring to a boil; reduce heat to low, and cover. 
Simmer until very tender, about 20 minutes. Drain. Allow to steam 
dry for a minute or two.
2.Return the potatoes to the pot. Pour in milk, and season with 
salt; mash until smooth. Stir in the parsley.

.Roast Potatoes
Yield:  4 servings
Ingredients
2 pounds red potatoes, cut into quarters 
2 tablespoons vegetable oil 
1 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 
1/2 teaspoon dried rosemary, crushed 

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 450 degrees F (250 degrees C).
2. Place potatoes in a large roasting pan and toss with oil, salt, 
pepper, and rosemary until evenly coated. Spread out potatoes in 
a single layer.
3. Bake in preheated oven for 20 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Serve immediately.

Campfire Roasted Potatoes

Yield:  8 servings
Ingredients
5 large red potatoes, cubed 
1 medium onion, sliced 
1 clove garlic, minced 
1/4 cup butter or margarine, softened 
3/4 teaspoon ground black pepper 
3/4 teaspoon dried oregano 
salt to taste 
1/4 cup shredded Parmesan cheese  (optional) 

Directions
Toss together the potato, onion, garlic, butter, pepper, oregano, 
salt, and Parmesan cheese in a large bowl, or a resealable bag. 
Remove from bag, and wrap in several layers of aluminum foil, 
sealing the edges well.
2.Cook on a wire rack over the hot coals of a fire, flipping over 
midway through cooking, until the potatoes are tender; about 30 
to 40 minutes. Alternatively, the potato packet may be baked on a 
cookie sheet in a 350 degrees F (175 degrees C) oven.

Autumn Cheesecake
Yield: 1 - 9 inch springform
Ingredients

1 cup graham cracker crumbs 
1/2 cup finely chopped pecans 
3 tablespoons white sugar 
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1/4 cup unsalted butter, melted 
2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese, softened 
1/2 cup white sugar 
2 eggs 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
4 cups apples - peeled, cored and thinly sliced 
1/3 cup white sugar 
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1/4 cup chopped pecans 

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). In a large 
bowl, stir together the graham cracker crumbs, 1/2 cup finely 
chopped pecans, 3 tablespoons sugar, 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon 
and melted butter; press into the bottom of a 9 inch springform 
pan. Bake in preheated oven for 10 minutes.
2. In a large bowl, combine cream cheese and 1/2 cup sugar. Mix 
at medium speed until smooth. Beat in eggs one at a time, mixing 
well after each addition. Blend in vanilla; pour filling into the baked 
crust.
3. In a small bowl, stir together 1/3 cup sugar and 1/2 teaspoon 
cinnamon. Toss the cinnamon-sugar with the apples to coat. 
Spoon apple mixture over cream cheese layer and sprinkle with 
1/4 cup chopped pecans.
4. Bake in preheated oven for 60 to 70 minutes. With a knife, 
loosen cake from rim of pan. Let cool, then remove the rim of pan. 
Chill cake before serving.

Apple Crisp
Yield:  1 9x13-inch pan 
Ingredients
10 cups all-purpose apples, peeled, cored and sliced 
1 cup white sugar 
1 tablespoon all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1/2 cup water 
1 cup quick-cooking oats 
1 cup all-purpose flour 
1 cup packed brown sugar 
1/4 teaspoon baking powder 
1/4 teaspoon baking soda 
1/2 cup butter, melted 

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degree C).
2.Place the sliced apples in a 9x13 inch pan. Mix the white sugar, 
1 tablespoon flour and ground cinnamon together, and sprinkle 
over apples. Pour water evenly over all.
3.Combine the oats, 1 cup flour, brown sugar, baking powder, 
baking soda and melted butter together. Crumble evenly over the 
apple mixture.
4.Bake at 350 degrees F (175 degrees C) for about 45 minutes.
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Dorothy Lake

The water level re-
mained high during 

July, but the temperature 
by mid-month went up 
sufficiently for swim-
ming and tubing. August 
felt more like summer, 
and activities around the 
lake increased. For those 
of us who like it hot, the 
sweltering days did not 
materialize — the wind 
still brought occasional 
chilly breezes. 

The good news is that 
we never were threat-
ened by forest fires this 
year. The Eastern region, 
from Sharon Lake north-
east of us, to Lake Win-
nipeg, then south to the 
U.S. border, tallied up 
about twenty-five fires, 
rather than the more nor-
mal number of one hun-
dred and twenty-five. By 
the end of August, water 
levels had gone down a 
bit. 

The level in the forebay 
at the Seven Sisters dam 
was especially low, its 
reefs a hazard for boat-
ers. Apparently, natural 
obstructions in the river 
such as the Barrier, O�er 
Falls, the coffer dam be-

tween Eleanor and Sylvia 
Lake, as well as islands, 
slow down the move-
ment of water, resulting 
in a “cork effect” west 
of Pinawa, as less water 
with greater speed rushes 
towards the open dam. 

Many of us are hoping 
for a further lowering of 
the lake level in order to 
get our docks out of the 
water for winter. 

Having missed the first 
flying lessons of local 
geese, we spo�ed families 
practicing flying across 
water as night fell. In the 
daytime sand hill cranes 
could be heard, easily 
visible overhead and cir-
cling with the thermals, 
not quite ready to leave 
us just yet. 

The leaves have been 
turning, the nights cool 
enough to extract warmth 
from the lake, which 
hangs like a hazy blanket 
over island and shore-
line. As the morning sun 
gains strength, the blan-
ket slowly dissolves, and 
the lake, still and peace-
ful, reflects once again the 
clouds, rocks and trees in 
soft water colors. 

For sharing stories or 
information, please call 
me at (204) 348-7240.

By Inge Scholte

Rushing water at Sturgeon Falls.

Sunset over Golden Acres.

 Island emerging from morning mist.Misty lake.
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Barrier Bay Continued From Page 20

years ago. It is a great 
opportunity for all of us 
neighbours to come to-
gether, have some fun 
and at the same time sup-
port such a great cause. 

Happy Anniversary
Congratulations to Ray 

and Lori Bilevicius from 
Barrier Bay Block 2. They 
celebrated their 25th wed-
ding anniversary on Sep-
tember 2. 

Howie Garage Sale
Brian, Nancy-Jo and 

Allan Howie of Nutimik 
Lake once again host-
ed their annual Garage 
Sale on the August long 
weekend. Proceeds from 
the garage sale go to the 
Kevin Howie Search and 
Rescue Fund in memory 
of their son, Kevin, who 
drowned nine years 
ago. Over the past years, 
monies from the fund 
have purchased Auto-
mated External Defibril-
lators (AEDs) for O�er 
Falls Resort, Pinewood 
Lodge, Nutimik Lodge, 
Betula Lake Lodge, Bar-
rier Bay Resort and Big 
Whiteshell Lodge. We 
are so fortunate to have 
these so readily available 
to us out here if the need 
should ever arise. In say-
ing that, it is so important 
to be knowledgeable in 
CPR and how to safely 
use an AED in case of an 

emergency. A few hours 
of your time can mean 
the difference between 
life and death, if someone 
collapses from a cardiac 
arrest, especially out here 
where medical help is not  
readily available. Werner 
Kroeger from Nutimik 
Lake has offered to con-
duct CPR classes and 
First Aid Training. Any-
one interested in taking 
the class or being recerti-
fied in CPR, including the 
AED, please give Werner 
a call at 204-299-2034 or 
myself at 204-348-3718. 
Identical Volleyballers
Congratulations to 

identical twins Josie and 
Kearley Abbo� from Bar-
rier Bay, Block 1. They 
won gold in the Cana-

dian Beach Volleyball 
Championships under 
16 category in Toronto a 
few weeks ago. Way to 
go, girls!

One Hungry Beaver
Our friendly neigh-

bourhood beaver has 
been around lately 
munching his way 
through four large birch 
trees, leaving a real mess 
and blocking the road. 
We were relieved to see 
that he wasn’t planning 
on building his den un-
der our deck. Conserva-
tion has been around and 
have placed a trap, so 
hopefully this Canadian 
symbol can be removed 
before he can do any-
more damage. Humbug 
to nature in this case! 

The ‘Hoover’ Dog
Anyone need a 

“Hoover” for their deck? 
I am enclosing a cute pic-
ture of our neighbours’ 
dog Maggie. She is a black 
eight-year-old Sco�ie. 
She is low to the ground 
and is great at clearing 
up the spider webs that 
are constantly popping 
up everywhere. Maggie 
is oblivious to her talent 
and her appeal! 

It probably has been an 
eventful summer for all of 
you but, this is all I have to 
report. The park is quieter 
now since the Labour Day 
weekend and the start 
of the new school year. I 
am noticing the days are 
ge�ing shorter and the 
sun doesn’t last quite as 
long on the deck as it did 
a few weeks ago. Some of 

the leaves have started to 
show their beautiful fall 
colours. The nights are 
ge�ing cooler (hate to ad-
mit the furnace has been 
working on a few cold 
mornings) and my pan-
sies and mums are in their 
full fall glory. I have seen 
the beauty of the North-
ern Lights on a clear crisp 
night sky when returning 
home late in the evening 
from work. Autumn is 
just around the corner. 
We are, however, still 
looking forward to some 
beautiful fall days. Enjoy 
this season everyone. 

Your Roving Reporter 
Linda Vosper 
1-204-348-3718 
linda-lu@rogers.com

Twins Josie and Kearley Abbott from Barrier Bay, Block won 
gold in the Canadian Beach Volleyball Championships under 16 
category in Toronto.

Nutimik Lake Continued From Page 21

Smokey the Bear trying to scare Robert and Cathy Mazur and their grandson, 
Karson Adam on Smokey’s birthday.

them a surprise anni-
versary party at their 
cabin over September 
long weekend, and they 

were surprised!  Your 
family, as well as your 
Nutimik family, wishes 
you many more years 

of happiness.  
If you have any infor-

mation or pictures you 
would like to share, 

please email me at 
kerrilaw@mymts.net 
or stop by our cabin at 
Block 4, Lot 15. 

Have a wonderful 
fall!

Block 4’s resident deer hanging around. Photo by Jordan Monney.

Maggie is a natural cobweb sweeper.
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August 1, I awake 
and walk down to 

the lake. I see the morn-
ing sun gently kissing 
it, and feel the warmth 
of a warm breeze blow-
ing ever so gently. Not 
enough to disturb the 
lake, but there to remind 
me why I’m glad to be 
alive and at the lake. It’s 
amazing. If you wish to 
know the divine, just feel 
a soft breeze brush on 
your face and the warm 
sun on your hand. 

My morning has be-
gun. I have to spot for 
the “B” waterski team. 
My highlight was to 
have the opportunity to 
watch Dave Bell, one of 
Betula’s veteran skiers 
from the “A” team, ski. 
He dances across the 
top of the water; with 
rhythm and symmetry 
of motion,  he flows from 
one side to the other and 
back again; so beautiful 
he  is at one with the wa-
ter. What a joy to watch! 
Quality versus quantity, 
that’s what I’ve heard. 
He is, as it has been told 
by Barry McArton, The 
Greatest Water Skier in 
the World. The scenar-
io goes like this: Many 
years ago, Barry McAr-
ton beat Bruce Reid 
(1979 World Water Ski 
Bronze medallist) at the 
Minnedosa Open. Some 
years later, Dave Bell 
beat Barry McArton at 
the Betula 3 Round Sla-
lom tournament. This 
therefore makes Dave 
Bell the Greatest Water 
Skier in the World. It’s 
not how many times 
you ski, it’s about how 
well you ski. 

The Beach Is Not 
A Boat Launch

The afternoon is spent 
enjoying some time on 
the water, only to be 
entertained by our lo-
cal rednecks. They have 
decided to launch their 
“tikki bar” at the public 
beach which is NOT the 
boat launch. There is a 
perfectly good, proper 

boat launch located just 
down the road. Approx-
imately two hours later,  
they were still trying to 
get their truck out of the 
lake. Where is the park 
patrol when you need 
them? 

Let’s Get Ice Cream
Evening has come, 

time for a walk to the 
ice cream store and see 
who’s hanging out there. 
Ran into Judy Wasy-
lycia-Leis, aka Shirley 
Jones, our local Win-
nipeg mayoralty can-
didate. She was work-
ing the crowd and  was 
anxious to get out there 
and get some blueberry 
picking time in. 

Betula Days
Saturday was the 

horse shoe tournament. 
Unfortunately I can’t tell 
you who the winners 
were as that information 
was not made available 
to me. 

Sunday was the “big 
day” with a pancake 
breakfast, bicycle deco-
rating, races for all ages, 
grocery scramble, swim 
and canoe races. 

I would like to extend 
a big thank you to Janet 
Saunders, the Master of 
Ceremonies and Dean 
Del Bigio, Convenor for 
making all these events 
successful and fun. If it 

was not for the dedica-
tion of people like you, 
we would not be so lucky 
to have these events! 

One could only hope 
that the association will 
continue to come up 
with new ideas to keep 
people interested in at-
tending Betula Days. 
And that reminds me, 
I have yet some more  
ideas for Betula days. 
How about a cardboard 
canoe race... if you’d like 
to learn more about it 
I’ll be happy to share 
the information. Just 
have someone come by 
or send me an email, 
and maybe next year it 
can be added to the fun 
events. 

One for the adults 
would be to add a chili-  
making contest. I think 
that would be a splen-
did way of ge�ing more 
adults included. We 
must have some cooks 
at Betula. 

As August continued 
and most of the mos-
quito population  finally 
died off, we enjoyed be-
ing grateful for what 
we have. Appreciating 
nature, allowing it to 
teach us simplicity and 
contentment, because in 
its presence we realize 
we need very li�le to be 
happy. 

Everywhere we look, 
the complex magic of 
nature blazes before our 
eyes. 

Group Use Wedding
Aug. 24 two people 

“not” from Betula chose 
our lake as the place to 
begin their life together. 
They had a simple wed-
ding in the group use 
area. They were married 
under a teepee made of 
branches and wildflow-
ers. In speaking with 
them they said they chose 
Betula because it had 
the best amenities and it 
was what they wanted 
for “a simple wedding 
in the forest.”  Happi-
ness isn’t about the big, 
sweeping circumstanc-
es, or about having ev-
erything in your life in 
place, or that everything 
has to be perfect.  It’s 
about stringing together 
a bunch of small plea-
sures and that’s what 
they did. The weather 
wasn’t perfect but I’m 
sure they must have had 
the angels on their side 
because the rain stayed 
away and they had a 
beautiful day. 

Willy’s Wedding
Speaking of weddings, 

“Li�le” Willy Bell has 
decided to begin his life 
with the one he loves 
here at Betula Lake. 

They will begin their life 
together by sharing their 
vows on the dock at the 
family co�age, while the 
reeds peek through the 
water and the lake laps 
at the shore. 

His mom Liz has spent 
the be�er part of the 
summer gathering wild 
flowers from the for-
est so that he can have 
a nature wedding right 
at home. May you have 
much happiness, cher-
ish your love, health, 
family and friends. One 
of life’s simple pleasures 
is spending time with 
those you love. Live life 
to the fullest.   

Geese 101
Well not much else has 

been happening. I guess 
everyone was busy hav-
ing adventures, playing 
in the water,   out skin-
ning their knees, falling 
in love, experiencing 
things big and small,   
enjoying our world that  
is full of wonders. So, 
I’d like to add one more 
thing for you to ponder. 

This fall when you see 
geese heading south for 
the winter flying along 
in V formation, you 
might consider what sci-
ence has discovered as to 
why they fly that way. 

FACT: As each bird 
flaps its wings it cre-
ates an “uplift” for the 
birds immediately fol-
lowing. By flying in a 
V formation, the whole 
flock has at least 71 per 
cent greater flying range 
than if each bird flew on 
its own. 

LESSON: People who 
share a common direc-
tion and sense of com-
munity can get where 
they are going more eas-
ily because they are trav-
elling on the strength of 
one another. 

FACT: When a goose 
flies out of formation, 
it suddenly feels drag 
and resistance of trying 
to go it alone. It quickly 
gets back into formation 
to take advantage of the 

Photo by Terry Wilson of Brereton Lake was the third place winner in the Action Category 
of the 2013 Whiteshell Cottagers Association Photo Contest. For details and an entry form 
for this year’s contest, with more than $700 in cash prizes to be won, see p. 29.

Continued next page

Betula Lake
By Angel Bozyk 
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Betula Lake continued from previous page

lifting power of the bird 
in front of it. 

LESSON: If we have as 
much common sense as 
a goose, we stay in for-
mation with those head-
ed where we want to go. 
We are willing to accept 
their help and give our 
help to others. It’s hard-
er to do something alone 
than in a group. 

FACT: When the lead 
goose gets tired, it rotates 
back into formation, and 
another goose flies to the 
point position. 

LESSON: It’s sensible 
to take turns doing the 
hard and demanding 
tasks and share leader-
ship. As with geese, peo-
ple are interdependent,  
sharing skills, capabili-
ties, and unique gifts, 
talents, or resources. 

FACT: The geese fly-
ing in formation honk 
from behind to encour-
age those up front to 
keep up their speed. 

LESSON: We need to 
make sure our honk-
ing is encouraging. In 
groups where there is 
encouragement, the pro-
duction is much greater. 

The power of encour-
agement is the quality 
of honking we seek. We 
need to make sure our 
honking is encouraging 
and not discouraging. 

FACT: When a goose 
gets sick, wounded, or 
shot down, two other 
geese will drop  out 
of formation with that 
goose and follow it down 
to lend help and protec-

tion. They stay with the 
fallen goose until it dies 
or is stable enough to fly 
again. Then, they launch 
out on their own, or 
with another formation 
to catch up with their 
flock. 

LESSON: If we have 
the sense of a goose, we 
will stand by our col-
leagues and each other 
in difficult times as well 

as in good.   
Be kind to others even 

if they are not to you. 
Keep spreading love 
even if you don’t get it 
back. Be helpful even 
if you have no one to 
help you. Do not change 
yourself according to 
others. 

Just remember one 
thing, it is not between 

you and others, it is al-
ways between you and 
your maker. 

The art of living is nei-
ther careless drifting on 
the one hand nor fearful 
clinging to the past on 
the other. It consists in 
being sensitive to each 
moment, in regarding 
it as u�erly new and 
unique, in having the 
mind open and wholly 
receptive. 

Feel gratitude for ev-
erything. See every situ-
ation as being perfect 
just the way it is, and 
happiness will grow and 
grow. 

As fall comes upon 
us, enjoy the beauty of 
the fall colours and the 
silence of the lake as 
everyone gets ready to 
close up.  Remember,  if 
you have anything you’d 
like to share drop me a 
line and I’ll be happy to 
share it. 

Donna Betula 
aka Angel Bozyk 

Photo by Rebecca Smith of Barrier Bay was the second place winner in the Youth Category 
of the 2013 Whiteshell Cottagers Association Photo Contest. For details and an entry form 
for this year’s contest, with more than $700 in cash prizes to be won, see p. 29.

Brian, Nancy-Jo and Allan Howie of Nutimik Lake once again hosted their annual Kevin Howie Memorial Search and Rescue Fund Garage Sale on the August long 
weekend. Proceeds from the garage sale go to the Kevin Howie Search and Rescue Fund in memory of their son, Kevin.  See stories on pages 20 and 25.
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“What do you do 
the rest of the 

year?” 
Most camp directors 

get asked this question 
regularly. People seem to 
think that camp facilities 
and programs appear as if 
by magic on the first day 
of camp, and then quietly 
disappear back to some 
fairyland for storage un-
til they’re needed again 
for the next year.  There 
is plenty of evaluating, 
learning, planning, hir-
ing, and equipment up-
keep for camp directors 
to do in the off-season, 
but it would be a shame 
for our province’s beauti-
ful camp properties to lie 
fallow for so much of the 
year.  

One way camps keep 
sharing the beauty of the 
Whiteshell with others 
year-round is through 
school programs and out-
door education.  Camp 
Nutimik, for example, 
partners with school 
groups, Scout and Guide 
troops, and others inter-
ested in teaching kids in 
the outdoors to provide 
adventure programs 
throughout the year. 

Some schools use retreat 
programs for their kids 
to strengthen the bonds 
between students at the 
beginning of the year.  
One school in Winnipeg’s 
Louis Riel division brings 
120 students to camp for a 
program that includes an 
overnight canoe camping 
trip, and biking, kayak-
ing, archery, and swim-
ming programs.  A sister 
school hosts a three-day 
retreat to be�er prepare 
their student leaders to 
influence the kids around 
them.  

Pinawa schools have a 
robust outdoor education 

program throughout the 
school year in partner-
ship with Red Rock Bible 
Camp. 

School bands can ben-
efit from a camp experi-
ence as well. Outdoor 
adventure activities pro-
vide breaks that socialize 
music students as a band 
group to support the 
skills development teach-
ers are able to gain from 
several days of intensive 
practice. Sports teams 
follow a similar format 
to help a new team form 
or to sharpen skills and 
increase cohesiveness to 
prepare for an important 
tournament. 

Other schools see an 
outdoor education pro-
gram as a means to crown 
a full year of study.  Many 
camps are filled by school 
groups for much of May 
and June.  Schools like 
Dufferin  and the Eagle’s 
Circle alternative study 
program reward stu-
dents for their hard work 
through the year.  Calvin 
Christian School has a 
long-standing tradition 
of an end-of-year retreat 
for junior high students.  
Parents are extensively 
involved in planning and 
producing the retreat, and 
it provides a great time of 
community fellowship 
for the school’s extended 
family. 

Scout and Guide groups 

find camps to be a great 
fit for intensive outdoor 
skill development ses-
sions over a short period 
of time.  Programs of this 
type are very skill-orient-
ed, and benefit from the 
ability to match knowl-
edgeable teachers with 
large numbers of partici-
pants.  Multi-day retreats 
allow kids to advance 
quickly in a few skills or 
sample a wide variety 
of activities.  Partnering 
with a camp allows the 
camp to take care of ac-
commodations and food 
so that the group’s re-

sources can be focused 
on the skills they want to 
teach and the camarade-
rie they want to build. 

Schools and commu-
nity organizations part-
nering with established 
camps allow for more 
kids to share in the pre-
cious resource of recre-
ational camp sites across 
the province.  Outdoor 
education helps make 
good school programs 
into great experiences 
that kids will remember 
for years.  Perhaps this 
fall when you hear a com-
motion at a nearby camp, 

and wonder “Who could 
be making that racket 
over there at this time of 
year?”, it will be kids get-
ting a be�er education 
than book learning alone 
can give them. 

Camp Nutimik is one 
among many camps in 
Manitoba that provide 
outdoor education pro-
grams for schools and 
community groups.  

You can find more in-
formation on the camp 
website at www.camp-
nutimik.com

Camp Nutimik Offers Programs Year Round 
For Schools and All Kinds of Community Groups 

By Peter Bergs
Camp Director, 

Camp Nutimik,  a not-
for-profit organiza-

tion affiiliated with the 
Manitoba Baptist 

Association
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Intrepid Cottager: All Hands on Deck

One of the greatest 
sources of enjoyment 

for a co�age owner is a 
beautiful outdoor deck.

After all, that’s where 
steaks and burgers are 
grilled, many a cold drink 
is consumed with good 
company, and, with any 
luck, gorgeous views of 
nature are savoured.

That said, a natural 
wood deck is subject to be-
ing worn down by weath-
er, people walking to and 
fro, pet traffic – and even 
rolling a barbeque about. 
Over time, if not properly 
maintained, a deck can 
deteriorate into a collec-
tion of dry, grey boards 
that can become an eye-
sore and a safety hazard.

Keeping that in mind, 
it’s important to keep tabs 
on your deck’s condition. 
If you haven’t done that, 
and it should ideally be 
done on a yearly basis, it’s 
time for you to do an as-
sessment. Check for wear 
in high traffic areas, and 
for soft or ro�ed boards. 
If you find one or both, 
it’s time to refinish your 
deck.

If your deck has a layer 
of solid stain on top of 
the wooden boards, use 

a water-based stripper to 
remove it. For best results, 
apply the stripper on a 
warm, cloudy day; don’t 
apply it in direct sunlight, 
as cooler, cloudy condi-
tions allow the stripper to 
stay wet for a longer pe-
riod of time to do its job. 

Another option is to 
blast the deck surface with 
soda, followed by scraping 
and sanding. If your deck 
is finished with a pene-
trating stain and is show-
ing obvious wear in high 
traffic areas, use a power 
washer or hose combined 
with liquid deck cleaner 
to remove residue. 

Take a look at worn ar-
eas. If they’re uneven, 
sand  down those areas 
until smooth, sanding 
with the grain. It’s a good 
idea to use a sanding pole 
to reduce the need to bend 
over, which can tire out 
your back. Once finished, 
vacuum the deck to re-
move dust and debris.

It’s now time to refinish 
your deck. Finishes come 
in two types, sealers, and 
stains. Clear finishes are 
be�er for newer decks 
that haven’t weathered 
(they also allow the grain 
to show through), while 
pigmented (coloured) 
finishes with chemical in-
hibitors (i.e., mildew) are 
ideal for older decks. In 
any event, mildew inhibi-
tors should be applied an-
nually.

As for how to apply the 
finish, there are several 
methods – by brush, with 
a pad, a roller or sprayer. 
Of course, using a roller 
or sprayer is the quickest 
way to refinish your deck. 
However, it’s best to use 

a brush to put down the 
first coat, as the brush will 
do a be�er job of working 
the finish deeper into the 
wood, which will provide 
longer-lasting protection.

 Much like the stripper, 
make a point of apply-
ing the finish early in the 
morning or in late after-
noon or early evening 
when both the sun and 
temperature are less in-
tense. Just as importantly, 
let each coat cure/dry for 
at least three days to en-
sure the finish provides 
maximum protection.

Note: If you need to re-
place your deck entirely 
or are building a new 
co�age, you may want 
to consider low-mainte-
nance composite deck 
materials; see your local 
retailer for information on 
that option.

To avoid time-consum-
ing deck reclamation proj-

ects, make it a practice to 
check your deck annually 
for wear, exposed nails or 
screws and loose or ro�ed 
boards. Take the time to 

maintain your deck, and it 
will provide you and your 
family and friends with 
many years of outdoor 
pleasure at your co�age! 

By Greg Nichol

Answer to 
Environment  Contest  

Question 
on page 4:  

According to Manitoba’s 
Water Protection Handbook

 one drip per second
 wastes 10,000 litres of water 
per year – enough to fill 200 

bathtubs.
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Summer came and 
went too quickly for 

all of us. As of this writ-
ing, the temperatures 
have dropped, the rain 
seems never ending and 
the Gray Jays and Blue 
Jays have returned. A tell 
tale sign that winter is 
not far off. 

But alas, we have next 
summer to look forward 
to. The Farmers Almanac 
has not given us a glim-
mer of hope for this win-
ter. It will be similar to 
last winter, they predict, 
with lots of cold weather 
and even more snow. So 
let’s hope you all have 
your snowblowers tuned 
up and ready to go. Next 
summer though ... and 
oh how we need a real 
summer ... is supposed 
to be beautiful. With the 
warmest times at the end 
of July into August. We 
can only hope that the 
sun gods send the rays 
of sunshine for all of us 
to enjoy. 

Lake Happenings
Enough about next 

summer, let’s look back 
on the summer of 2014 
and share some of the 
happenings around Cad-
dy Lake. 

The lake was fairly qui-
et until we hit July. The 
high water levels made 
it almost impossible for 
anyone to get their boats 
on the water. Once in,  
however, the fishing was 
fabulous. 

Great Fishing
There were numer-

ous “big fish” stories all 
around the lake, but the 
best ones came at the end 
of the season when the 
Crappie were biting. 

One li�le one from 
Block 6, Kaitlyn Podol-
chuk, was lucky enough 
to be out on the lake on 
the long weekend with 
her Uncle Kevin and 
Aunt Barb and pulled in 
over 40 Crappie includ-
ing 18 Master Anglers. 
She will now be known 

as the Crappie special-
ist around Caddy Lake. 
We’d just like to know 
when the fish fry is! 

Happy 20th 
Happy 20th anniver-

sary wishes go out to 
Bert and Nicole Aminot 
and Trevor and Allison 
Feltham. Both couples 
celebrated the event in 
August and both live on 
Block 9. Congratulations 
and hope to be invited to 
celebrate their 25ths!

Pancakes for the 
Fire Hall 

Green Bay Resort held 
its year end windup on 
the Labour Day long 
weekend. The pancake 
breakfast held on the 
30th was a�ended by 
more than 100 people. 
The breakfast itself was 
free, but donations were 
accepted with proceeds 
going to the fire hall. 
Later that day, there was 
a horseshoe tournament 
and a bocce tournament. 
Sunday’s beach vol-
leyball tournament got 
rained out, but we’re told 
a good time was had by 
all. 
Trailer Village Windup

Caddy Lake seasonal 
trailer village also held its 
year-end windup which 
included a potluck din-
ner. Everyone had plen-
ty to eat and enjoyed the 
camaraderie that this 
windup inspired. 

The Annual Caddy 
Lake Horseshoe Tour-
nament was postponed 
this year, so no results 
or pictures. The reign-
ing champs may or may 
not be undefeated by the 
next writing. I’m sure 
you will all be waiting by 
your mailboxes for the 
next Echo  to find out the 
outcome.

West Hawk Inn Fire
We end the season 

on a sad note. As you 
all know, the decades 
old landmark, the West 
Hawk Inn, formerly 
known as the Trans Can-
ada Restaurant,  burned 
to the ground on Aug. 
29. We’ve said it before, 
but feel it’s only right 

to say it again, we have 
one of the best volunteer 
fire fighting forces in the 
area and although it was 
impossible to save this 
landmark, we have to 
take our hats off to all of 
those volunteers as well 
as the other departments 
that a�ended to assist. 

The Southeast 
Whiteshell Fire Depart-
ment had 19 members 
in a�endance. Other aid 
came from: R.M. of Reyn-
olds (eight members at-
tending); Lac du Bonnet 

Conservation sent an 
initial a�ack team which 
supplied manpower and 
pumps; R.M. of March-
and sent their initial at-
tack team which set up 
pumps and hoses; Con-
servation Maintenance 
brought in pumps, hoses 
and caches from both 
Falcon and West Hawk 
Lake. 

Without the concerted 
effort, this blaze could 
have been more devas-
tating. 

Although some of the 

temporary campers had 
to be moved, there was 
no loss of life or major in-
juries. So we would like 
to once again say thank 
you to all the volunteers 
for pu�ing yourselves 
behind the equipment 
and doing an amazing 
job of containing what 
could have become a cat-
astrophic event. 

We’d also like to send 
out a hats off to Meteor 
Mike’s (best potato pan-
cakes ever!!) for supply-
ing all the volunteers 
with a steady supply of 
pizza to keep up their 
energy while fighting 
this fire and to the Nite 
Hawk for serving the 
firefighters with a well 
deserved meal when it 
was all over. 

To Dale Charbon-
neau and Jeff Chamers, 
we hope you rebuild to 
start a new legacy on the 
lake. To Steve Dare of the 
West Wok, the best Chi-
nese food ever, we hope 
you find a new home as 
well. The lake won’t be 
the same without you!

Until next time, be 
safe, stay healthy and to 
all our snowbirds, en-
joy the warmth of the 
south. As always, if you 
have anything to contrib-
ute, please email your 
thoughts and pictures to 
caddylake@shaw.ca

By Wayne Bobychuk 
and Barb M.

Caddy Lake

Kaitlyn Podolchuk of Block 6 caught more than 40 Crappie, in-
cluding 18 Master Anglers, on the August long weekend. Above 
she shows off master catch number five.

Fire at the West Hawk Inn Aug. 29 was attended by volunteer firefighters from throughout the 
area.
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