
The summer is usually down 
time for the Whiteshell Cot-

tagers Association. In theory, 
your Executive and Directors 
are heavily involved in their 
own family times at the lake, 
and given our short Manitoba 
summer season, no one objects 
to taking a bit of time off for 
rest and relaxation. 

But, this year is different. 
In the first place, 2014 will go 
down in the books as the year 
of the South Whiteshell Floods. 
Here it is, mid-July at this writ-
ing  and many of us are greet-

ing the surfaces of our docks 
for the first time. We still have 
our neighbour’s dock tied up 
to a tree to prevent it from tak-
ing off down the lake! More 
than just a minor aggravation, 
the bills for replacing docks 
will be enormous. One long-
time observer is convinced 
that boat traffic is down dra-
matically because many boat-
ing families have simply been 

unable to access the water! The 
story is even more dramatic in 
the North Whiteshell, where 
the Winnipeg River is on a 
rampage, swollen with exces-
sive rains in the Rainy River 
region. 

As these alarming situa-
tions first developed, co�ag-
ers throughout the parks were 
frustrated by the lack of infor-
mation available from Manito-
ba Parks about the water situa-
tion, and sensed some element 
of mismanagement was be-
hind at least part of the flood-

ing. While more recently there 
has been some information 
released to us from Parks, we 
remain concerned about the 
lack of coordinated effort be-
tween Parks and stakeholders 
to help prevent losses related 
to wildly variable water levels. 
Accordingly, Doug Moberg, 
our Executive Director for the 
Environment, has organized 
meetings of several knowl-
edgeable and experienced 
members of the WCA, and has 
established a new Lake Level 
Subcommi�ee to help cope 
with the actual flood and the 
complex issues of lake level 

management. This commi�ee 
is completing some research 
into the history of water man-
agement in the Whiteshell, and 
the article in this issue of the 
Echo (see page 8) is an exam-
ple of their efforts. If you have 
any further special knowledge 
or information about water 
level management, please give 
Doug a call. 

In this issue of the Echo, you 
will find an interesting article 
by Warren Froese (see page 9), 
reporting on the strange and 
circuitous path this member 

of our Association followed in 
his investigation of new water 
and waste treatment facilities 
in the Brereton Lake area. War-
ren has addressed many perti-
nent questions to the ministry 
about the sudden and unan-
nounced appearance of a crew 
to build a waste treatment fa-
cility uphill from his family’s 
co�age. Despite admirable 
persistence, many of his ques-
tions remain unanswered. 
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The WCA has established a Lake Level Sub-
commi�ee to help cope with the flood and the 

complex issues of lake level management. 

By Daniel Klass, WCA President

President’s Report
Stop and Smell

The Daisies

Perhaps a picture of the high water and flooding in the park this 
year would have made for a more appropriate and newsworthy 

picture, but perhaps, too, we’ve all seen enough of that. Let’s take the 
advice of our little friend here, count our blessings, and remember all 
the carefree summers of the past, and the many more that lie ahead. 
Picture by Inge Scholte, Dorothy Lake. (See page 25).
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Next Issue
October 2014  

Deadline:  Sept. 1, 2014
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The WCA Environment Committee 
Contest For August 

Question:
When boating, what areas of a 

body of water should be avoided?
(The answer is somewhere in this 

issue of The Echo.)

Prize for the 
winner is A $50 Canadian 

Tire gift card 
E-MAIL YOUR ANSWER TO 

ECONTEST@WHITESHELLCOTTAGERS.COM 
OR MAIL IT TO:

WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION
2D-1975 CORYDON AVE.
WINNIPEG, MB R3P 0R1

 
One name will be drawn from those 

entries with correct answers. 
You must be a current WCA member 
to win. Contest closes AUGUST 30, 
2014 at 10 P.M. All entries must 

include your full name, address and 
telephone number as well as your lake, block and lot number. 

 Winner agrees to have his or her name published 
in the next edition of the Whiteshell Echo.
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The Whiteshell Cottagers Association Incorporated 
is seeking an Administrative Secretary 

The Organization 
We are a volunteer association that is non-profit. We represent 

the interests of cottagers and residents in the Whiteshell Provincial 
Park. We work to preserve the values of the Whiteshell Park and 
are the major independent stakeholder for cottagers in relation-
ships with the Ministry of Conservation and Water Stewardship and 
other groups in the Park. Our membership comprises the owners or 
leaseholders of about 2,000 park cottages. 

The Job 
The position reports to the President of the organization and the 

main accountability is for the effective and efficient management of 
the organization’s day to day activities. 
The Executive (6 members) meets once monthly throughout the 

year, and the Directors (30) meet monthly from September through 
June. The AGM is held in April. The incumbent does the prepara-
tion (venue, invitations, agenda, gathering and distribution of ma-
terial) for these meetings, records and communicates the minutes, 
and attends to follow-up of action items. 
The incumbent records and manages the membership roster, pre-

pares monthly financial reports and follows through on billings, 
payments and receipts. 
Because the organization and its officers are volunteers, a key 

role for this position is facilitating communication amongst mem-
bers, directors and officers at all times. The incumbent is the triage 
person for all paper, email, and website-based communication. 

Work Requirements and Environment 
We maintain a small office with printer, copier and desktop com-

puter, but only occasional attendance at the office is required to 
collect paper mail. Most job functions can be accomplished from 
a home office, and a laptop computer is provided. Hours are flex-
ible as long as deliverables are achieved. During 3 to 4 months of 
the year (the busy season), work may be almost full time, but the 
remainder of the year the workload is less than half time. We are 
a dynamic organization, and with the right attitude and skills, ad-

vancement of a successful candidate to greater responsibilities will 
be contemplated. 

Skills and Experience 
We are looking for a mature, independent individual who has ex-

cellent communication (written and verbal) and computer skills with 
experience in web based and “social media” communication. 
Some previous administrative experience is necessary, and let-

ters of reference may be asked for. Knowledge of basic financial 
accounting policies and procedures and facility in bookkeeping us-
ing Simply Accounting software, along with the ability to work with 
Microsoft Word and Excel is a requirement. 

Please email your resume and cover letter to 
Secretary Search, Suite 2D 1975 Corydon Ave., 

Winnipeg MB R3P 0R1
The closing date for applications is August 15, 2014. 

Successful candidates may be contacted for an interview. 

Administrative Secretary 
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President’s Report Continued From Page 1

So Warren can join 
many other co�agers 
whose le�ers to the 
ministry have met with 
incomplete or unsatis-
factory responses. 

The Great 
Insect Revival

A second old/new 
problem that we are 
suffering with in spades 
this summer arises from 
what is being called The 
Great Insect Revival. 
Waves of mosquitoes, 
black flies, nosee-ums 
and deer flies are being 
dispatched by a Google 
operative who knows 
where we live! If we 
were in Winnipeg, de-
bate would be raging 
over the need for spray-
ing; but no such discus-
sion is on the horizon in 
the Whiteshell. Is this 
a one-time reversion 
to former high insect 
levels, or will we see a 
return to the past few 
years of relative insect 
relief? 

Service Fee 
Increases

And of course, the 
unwelcome announce-
ment by the govern-
ment of increased ser-
vice fees has sharpened 
the critiques of many 
co�agers ....”and we are 
paying for what servic-
es?” 

As I drive along the 
deeply ru�ed Block 
Road, wincing at each 
pothole, I can take sol-
ace only in the fact that 
the frequency of rain 
has kept the dust levels 
down and we can avoid 
the usual dust abate-
ment debate. This is 
what the minister calls, 
“our magnificent road 
system!” 

... and unpleasant 
weather

And until now, the 
weather has been stub-
bornly unpleasant! But 
si�ing here today on a 
clear sunny day with 
enough of a breeze to 
blow most of the biting 
cri�ers away, I am re-
minded of why we are 
all here in this beautiful 
and peaceful corner of 

the world. So the con-
cluding part of this re-
port is meant to remind 
you of all the things in 
which you can partici-
pate to ensure our con-
tinued ability to enjoy 
the Whiteshell. 

Revamped Website
We are trying to bring 

our organization into 
more relevance in the 
lives of co�agers. Evi-
dence of that is our re-
vamped website. Much 
work has been put into 
reviving this resource, 
and, despite a few mi-
nor glitches, we are im-
mensely proud of the 
work that Kristin Pinga-
tore and Debora Seguin 
have done. Take a mo-
ment to go to www.
whiteshellcottagers.
com. 

You can join the or-
ganization online and 
you can find out just 
about everything you 
need to know about the 
WCA. Over time, and 
with added links, we 
hope you will be able to 
find out everything you 
need to know about the 
Whiteshell through this 
same medium! We also 
now have a Twi�er feed 
and a Facebook page.

We are hoping to keep 
ge�ing be�er and we 
want all our members 
and readers to gain a 
new sense of belong-
ing through all of these 
communication tools...
not least of which are 
the thin strips of paper 
with black ink which 
are now between your 
fingers. We call these 

The Echo! 
New Brochure

Also of great interest 
for members and read-
ers alike is our new bro-
chure, produced by Ron 
Smith, our President-
Elect, and designed 
with the help of Esdale 
Printing, to make sure 
that everyone in the 
Whiteshell can under-
stand our purpose and 
join the association. We 
want 100 per cent of cot-
tagers to be part of this 
organization. The bro-
chures are being made 
available at a number of 
public venues, so keep 
your eyes out for them. 
In fact when you do get 
some, make sure you 
carry them over to your 
neighbours down the 
lake, especially the ones 
who haven’t yet decid-

ed to join our communi-
ty-based organization. 

Petition 
Another new activity, 

prompted of course by 
the bombshell detonat-
ed by the minister over 
the taxes and fees for 
co�agers, is our on-line 
and paper petition. Gary 
Kennedy, our Vice-Pres-
ident and Lake Director 
from White Lake and 
his wife Sue, as well as 
our Communications 
Director, Sharon Philp 
and her hardworking 
commi�ee, have been 
the sparkplugs for this 
initiative. You will find 
copies of this power-
ful petition in various 
stores or public loca-
tions in the Park, and 
of course you can par-
ticipate on-line through 
our website. 

Strategic Plan
And finally, speaking 

of “the bombshell,” I 
want to assure all of our 
membership that we 
are moving resolutely 
ahead with our strategic 
plan to encourage the 
Ministry to see reason 
and revise the heavy 
measures of service fees 
and taxes (which the 
government claims are 
lease fees) which were 
announced last spring. 
We will be using all of 
the tools discussed at 

our Annual General 
Meeting. There is a lot 
of work and research 
going on beneath the 
surface and out of the 
public (and govern-
ment’s) eye. We have, 
of course, no guarantee 
of success, but we do 
have good sense and 
strong motivation on 
our side to help find a 
solution to the current 
impasse. Our message 
remains simple: Co�ag-
ers are prepared to pay 
their fair share of park 
expenses according to 
the Parks Act, but we 
will only do so when 
the Ministry follows its 
own rules of fairness 
and transparency. 

* No co�ager is being 
subsidized by the gen-
eral public. 

* Lease rates must re-
main reasonable and 
administered in a fair 
and sustainable way. 

* Our park was found-
ed on the principle of af-
fordable co�aging  and  
we want to keep it that 
way so that all Manito-
bans can share in this 
resource. 

In the meantime, I en-
courage you all to take 
the following simple 
steps: 

1) Inform yourself on 
the details of this impor-
tant tax and fee issue. 

2) Join with your 
neighbours in the 
Whiteshell Co�agers 
Association; our fee is 
minimal and there is 
strength in numbers. 

3) Sign our petition to 
indicate your indigna-
tion at the government 
treating co�agers in an 
unfair and patronizing 
way.

4) Keep reminding us 
of what your expecta-
tions are; we want the 
right to consult with the 
Ministry, and we want 
to keep those consul-
tations based on your 
wishes. 

AND ... enjoy this 
summer while it lasts! 

The WCA petition can be signed 
online at www.whiteshellcottagers.
com, and in various stores or pub-

lic locations in the park. We are 
moving ahead with our strategic 
plan to encourage the ministry to 
revise the heavy  service fees and 

taxes announced last spring. 

Inform yourself on the details of 

this important tax and fee issue. 

Join with your neighbours in the 

Whiteshell Cottagers Association; 

our fee is minimal and there is 

strength in numbers. Sign our peti-

tion to indicate your indignation at 

the government treating cottagers 

in an unfair and patronizing way.
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Each day of the week 
a group of men meet 
for coffee. In the sum-
mer we frequent the 
Falcon’s Nest or the 
Falcon Golf Course 
Restaurant. During the 
winter we congregate 
at the Whiteshell Com-
munity Club. 

Our group varies from 
a low of four to a high 
of 21 men. Each day we 
discuss the world news, 
federal and provincial 
ma�ers, parks prob-
lems and solve many of 
these issues!

The ladies, not to be 
outdone, meet three 
times a week (Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday) 
at the same locations. 
Their group ranges 
from four to 18 in num-
ber.

The ladies are more 
fitness oriented. In the 
winter they a�end a fit-

ness class at the Com-
munity Centre while 
in the summer many 
of them walk from the 
shopping centre to vari-
ous areas around town.

The men’s age group 
runs off the scale. 
Whenever a fellow has 
a birthday we celebrate 
with a cake loaded with 
candles. For example, 
two of our senior mem-
bers, Richard Weight-
man and Ed Shoell, 

have a combined total 
of 185 candles on their 
cakes. Both stalwart 
gentlemen served our 
country in the service 
of the Canadian Navy. 
Come and join us to 
determine their age! I 
haven’t mentioned the 
ladies’ birthday candles 
as only their “shadow 
knows”!

Until the next birth-
day “keep the pot hot.”

By Warren Barnard

Falcon Coffee Chatter

From left, Ed Shoell, Andy Durand and Richard Weightman 
celebrate a birthday.

Highway Cleanup

Judith Mallord and Richard Babyak were the co-
organizers of the annual Falcon West Hawk High-

way Cleanup and BBQ day on Sat. June 28. A hardy 
group of garbage pickers assembled at Falcon Lake 
to clean up debris on the #1 Highway between Falcon 
and West Hawk. Enthusiasm was high despite the 
threats of rain and storm. After a morning of hard but 
satisfying work we retired to the Falcon playground 
where Richard and Judith, with the able assistance of 
Herb and Rita Abrahamson, had prepared a banquet 
worthy of kings, let alone garbage pickers. This event 
provides a regular opportunity for the WCA to demon-
strate its commitment to preservation of the natural 
ecology in the Whiteshell. Watch for notices for next 
year, and three cheers to Richard and Judith for a job 
well done!
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July 10, 2014 

We have a problem 
with  uncontrolled 

lake levels in the south 
end of the Whiteshell 
Park – particularly on 
Falcon and West Hawk 
Lakes.   

The Province is re-
sponsible for regulation 
of the lake levels and is 
essentially not doing the 
job.   

Co�age owners pay 
the price for this lack of 
stewardship through 
loss of use of their docks 
during the pivotal sum-
mer months, as well as 
increased maintenance 
or replacement costs for 
new (higher) docks and 
boathouses.    

Writing this article on 
my co�age deck, I’m not 
surprised by the lack 
of boat traffic – due, at 
least in part, to many 
damaged and unusable 
docks around the lake 
due to high water.   

We replaced our dock 
three years ago at a cost 
of $28,000, with a pipe 
dock built to an eleva-
tion four inches above 
the historical high to 
ensure it would remain 
above water level per-
manently. This year, our 
new dock was under 
several inches of water 
for a few days — again.   

The south end of the 
park does have lake 
level  control systems 
that were built back in 
the 1960s and managed 
quite effectively to regu-
late the levels  within a 
fairly predictable range 
up until about 1984.  

At that time “some-
one” decided to raise the 
target levels for some 
reason.   

The summer target on 
Falcon was raised about 
10 inches, and West 
Hawk about eight inch-
es. More importantly, it 
appears the winter tar-
get levels have been ig-

nored, and the fall draw 
down (winter target lev-
el) at both lakes has only 
been reached twice since 
then.  

Many conflicting objec-
tives enter into the deci-
sion on what the appro-
priate level should be. 
However, the primary 
objective of preventing 
flooding seems to have 
been forgo�en.    

In 2013, the levels on 
both Falcon and West 
Hawk were not even 
drawn down below 
what used to be their 
summer target levels – 
making flooding in 2014 
almost inevitable.  

The level control struc-
tures were built with the 
objective of sustaining 
both summer and win-
ter target levels.   The 
fall draw down is criti-
cal because it gives the 
system surge capacity to 
handle the spring runoff 
without flooding. 

Both Falcon and West 
Hawk have drainage 

systems with a capacity 
that is limited by natural 
or man-made impedi-
ments. Falcon is imped-
ed by a low slope drain-
age channel (swamps) 
that are regulated large-
ly by beaver dams.  West 
Hawk is impeded by 

two undersized drain-
age tunnels under the 
railway tracks at both 
ends of South Cross 
Lake. These constraints 
make a high discharge 
rate during spring run-
off impossible, so it is es-
sential that the fall draw 

down is carried out (cre-
ating a capacity buffer) 
every year.   

Manitoba Water Stew-
ardship’s website con-
tains a background doc-
ument called Regulation 
of Lakes in Whiteshell Pro-
vincial Park  which states 
that ”... lakes cannot be 
drawn down much due 
to concerns about win-
ter water access by per-
manent residents.” This 
is not a viable argument 
as a relatively minor ex-
penditure (compared to 
rebuilding or replacing 
docks) will provide all 
season access to water 
for those few who need 
it. 

Similarly, accessible 
boat storage facilities 
for remote (water access 
only) co�ages can usual-
ly be remedied with rel-
atively minor dredging. 
The most misleading ex-
cuse for high water lev-
els is climatic variability. 
The long term level logs 
(see graphs accompany-
ing this article) show the 
variable precipitation 
levels could easily be ac-
commodated by good 
management practice.  

Spring runoff typi-
cally raises the level of 
Falcon Lake eight to 18 
inches (but can be over 
26 inches) and that of 
West Hawk Lake 12 to 
24 inches (but can be 
over 36 inches).  

All of this information 
is available to provide 
a powerful manage-
ment tool, knowledge of 
which  really needs to be 
put into use annually by 
those managing the lake 
levels.   

Falcon Lake has flood-
ed (exceeded 1067 ft.) in 
eight of the last 18 years. 
However, there would 
have been no flooding at 
all if it had been drawn 
down to the winter tar-
get se�ing of the level 
control dam.   

West Hawk has flood-
ed (exceeded 1093 ft.) 
seven years of the last 
18.  

Lake Water Levels in the South Whiteshell: 
An Exercise in Frustration 

Continued on Page 10

By L. Donnelly and 
A. Roberts of the WCA’s 
Environment Committee

High water levels at West Hawk Lake this summer. 
Photo by Lindsay Donnelly.
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District Offices 
Falcon Lake 
(204) 349-2201

West Hawk  
(204) 349-2245 
(summer only)

Rennie  
(204) 369-3153

Seven Sisters  
(204) 348-4004

District Park 
Supervisors

North Whiteshell
Greg Legall 
(204) 348-4006

South Whiteshell
Kelvin Kowaski 
(204) 349-6015

Enforcement 
Inquiries

North Whiteshell
Andrew Prokopchuk 
(District Supervisor/Natural Re-
source Officer) 
(204) 348-4008

South Whiteshell
Sean Federspiel 
(District Supervisor/
Natural Resource Officer)  
(204) 349-6018

June Nelson 
(Natural Resource Officer)  
(204) 349-6017

Cheryl Mason 
(Cottage Lot Inspector)  
(204) 349-6020

Manitoba Conservation 
Contact Information 

With some surprise 
we found a con-

tractor excavating the 
wilderness directly op-
posite our family cot-
tage at Brereton Lake on 
June 10, 2014.  We soon 
found that this contrac-
tor held a permit to pro-
ceed with work on some 
form of sewage treat-
ment facility of which 
we, nor anyone else we 
knew at Brereton, had 
any idea about. 

I began making phone 
calls on Thur. June 12 
to the Rennie Parks of-
fice, and li�le by li�le 
was shunted up the 
phone chain through 
Sean Nedohin at Ren-
nie, Greg Legall at 
Seven Sisters, Sue At-
kin at Lac du Bonnet, 
Rafiqul Chowdhury at 
Environmental Assess-
ment in Winnipeg and 
Siobhan Burland Ross 
also of Environmental 
Assessment in Winni-
peg.  Interestingly a tale 
unfolded which almost 
defies belief. 

My basic request was 
to see the environmen-
tal location assessment 
which “must have been 
done” (my quotations) 
prior to destroying this 
pristine part of the park 

which our officials are 
commi�ed to protect. 
Along the way I learned 
that this was actually a 
project purely for the 
Brereton Lake camp-
ground/resort sewage 
treatment, apparently 
exactly like the White 
Lake facility. I have no 
idea of any details of the 
actual mechanics of the 
project as they have not 
been made available,  
however  the basics of 
the process are that the 
sewage from the above 
mentioned sites will be 
piped to the location 
just east of 307, and 
south of the garbage/
recycling cages where 
it will be “treated” and 
then the effluent will be 
piped via a brand new 
cut through the forest to 
the “field” site in a loca-
tion we call Blueberry 
valley, just above a large 
beaver dam,  where it 
will be discharged. I 
presume the sediment 
will be dealt with oth-
erwise. As mentioned 
I do not have any firm 
details as they have not 
been made available. 

As far as the process 
of how we got here 
without anyone being 
aware, the following 
applies: 

• Parks/Environmen-
tal  Assessment walked 

through a process 
where the “public” is 
notified via a variety of 
methods, all universal-
ly useless for reaching 
their target audience, 
including:

•Notification in Win-
nipeg’s public registries 
at Union Station, Win-
nipeg Public Library, 
the Manitoba Eco-Net-
work, the Brokenhead 
Regional Library, and 
the most impressive 
– a one day notice in the 
Beausejour Clipper on 
January 7, 2013. 

• Interestingly, there 
were no public notices 
at Brereton Lake, and 
nothing published in the 
Whiteshell Echo.  I asked 
one environmental of-
ficial why not the Mi-
ami Herald as opposed 
to the Beausejour Clip-
per, and he responded 
“Where is Beausejour?” 
(Seriously).

• Surprisingly, no 
member of the public 

commented by the clo-
sure date so no hearings 
were held. 

• In addition Parks 
decided not to have an 
open house at Brereton 
as “no one had shown 
up at the previously 
announced meeting for 
the same issue at White 
Lake.” 

• The weblink below 
provides direction to the 
entire paper trail, nicely 
hidden away where no 
one would ever find it. 

h t t p : / / w w w . g o v .
mb.ca/conservation/
eal/registries/5618_
brereton/index.html 

Based on the fact that 
the Brereton Lake pub-
lic never had a chance to 
comment on this from a 
realistic point of view, I 
asked all the above of-
ficials to stop construc-
tion until such time as 
this could occur. This 
was brushed off. They 
are considering having 
an open house after the 

fact to provide informa-
tion. 

Thus we now have 
a campground sew-
age treatment facility 
proceeding in a loca-
tion far from the camp-
ground, destroying a 
natural part of the park 
for $1.626 million (fig-
ures from the Manitoba 
Water Services Board) 
in the very year that 
our co�age fees have 
jumped 50 per cent,  
with absolutely no in-
tention to recover these 
costs from the campers 
(as opposed to the min-
ister being quite sure 
that co�agers will pay 
their own share of make 
believe co�age costs), all 
the while playing shell 
games with the origins 
of the money from the 
ubiquitous  “general 
revenues.” 

Welcome to the NDP 
party of taxation with-
out representation, and 
bureaucratic process 
without any contact 
with the real world.  
Get ready fellow cot-
tagers – this is just the 
beginning of a long pro-
cess which will demand 
that you get involved in 
a real way with your 
Co�agers Association,  
or get swept under the 
carpet (or into the sew-
age treatment plant).

Mystery of New Brereton Lake Sewage Project: 
Requests For  Information Ignored

By Warren Froese

South Whiteshell 
Transfer Station Hours

It’s a campground sewage facility 
far from the site, destroying parkland, 
costing $1.62 million without consul-

tation, with no intention to recover 
costs from campers while cottage fees 
go up 50 per cent. This demands you 
get involved in a real way with your 

Cottagers Association.  
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Lake Water Levels — Continued From Page 8

Here, too, flooding 
would only have oc-
curred in two years of 
the last 18 if the lake was 
drawn down every year 
to the winter target set-
ting of the level control 
dam.   

Who should bear the 
cost of damages result-
ing from uncontrolled 

water levels?   
Our problem is, how 

do we get our provincial 
government to take their 
water level management 
responsibility seriously? 

The province has 
drafted its lease agree-
ments, under which 
most co�age owners 
are tenants, to defer li-

ability for the lake levels 
onto the co�age owners, 
and allow the Crown to 
adjust (read ... ‘ignore’) 
the problems they cre-
ate with impunity. Yet 
it is unwilling to accept 
input from co�age own-
ers in the development 
of level management 
guidelines, or to allocate 

responsibility for level 
management to a more 
locally based regulatory 
body.   How do we hold 
them accountable? 

Or, how do we gain the 
right to be a participant 
on the regulatory body 
that makes decisions as 
to what the target lev-
els should be?  Perhaps 

most importantly, how 
do we make sure that a 
set of functional man-
agement guidelines are 
created and adhered to 
by Manitoba Conserva-
tion and Water Steward-
ship?   

Pictures taken 
May 16, 2014

As you can see, there 
is serious damage 

to some properties. 
There are so many 

water sheds that flow 
through the Caddy 
Lake chain that the 
second tunnel can not 
keep up. 

There is McGillivray 
Lake, Bear Lake, Flor-
rence Lake, Nora Lake, 
Marion Lake and never 
mind the creeks and 
swamps. 

After a major rain 
event, the lake needs at 
least a week to handle 
all the water without 
taking extra from West 
Hawk. Caddy people 
know that they live on 
a flood plain so most 
build docks three feet 
above normal water 
levels with ramps to 
floaters, but when you 
can’t even use normal 
rubber boots to get 
to your floater it’s ex-
treme. Also West Hawk 
Lake is 90 per cent rock 
shoreline Caddy at best 
is 20 per cent. All the 
high water in the last 15 
years has taken a huge 
toll on the shoreline. 
Co�age owners are in-
curring huge expense 
to have rock brought in 
to stop the erosion. All 
the erosion is playing 
havoc on the spawning 
grounds for fish. 

Spring Flooding at Caddy Lake, May, 2014

Report and photos 
provided to Whiteshell 
Cottagers Association 

by Grant Fisette
Block 8 

Caddy Lake
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The 17th South East 
Whiteshell Fire 

Department Firefight-
ers’ Ball held on June 
7, 2014 was a great 
success. Dance music 
was provided by the 
Al Andrusco Band and 
dinner was provided 
by Pioneer Catering.  
Canadian Olympic Bi-
athlete Megan Imrie of 
Falcon Lake was an in-
sightful and inspiring 
guest speaker. 

Draw prizes were 
provided by many lo-
cal merchants and oth-
er supporters outside 
of the park. Our event 
sponsors were Hub 
International and Red 
River Mutual.  

Our thanks go out to 
Danielle Kla� and her 
commi�ee who orga-
nized this wonderful 
evening. 

These events recog-
nize the valuable vol-
unteer services provid-
ed by our fire fighters 
and the services pro-
vided by the Executive 
members and other 
volunteers. 

The Executive ensure 
our fire department 
operations, equipment, 
and buildings meet all 
requirements. Your 
continued financial 
support allows this to 
happen. 

Open House and 
Donor Appreciation

Saturday, Aug. 16
A reminder that our 

Open House and Do-
nor Appreciation is Sat-
urday Aug. 16, at the 
West Hawk Fire Hall 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

There are many chil-
dren’s events, includ-
ing an opportunity to 
wear child-sized turn-
out gear, try water 
fire extinguishers and 
watch demonstrations. 

Members of the Ex-
ecutive will be serving 
free hot dogs and bev-
erages and will also be 
on hand to receive your 
donations. 

Annual Appeal
Our annual appeal is 

in the mail now. The 
funds raised support 
training for our volun-
teer fire fighters, and 
the maintenance and 
purchase of supplies 
and equipment. 

Donations are always 
welcome and may be 
sent to:
 South East Whiteshell 

Fire Department
Box 88

Whiteshell P.O. 
West Hawk Lake 

R0E 2H0 

A charitable donation 
receipt will be issued 
for all donations. Do-
nors contributing $500 
or more in any fiscal 
year will be identified 
as Builders, have their 
names added to the 

Builder plaque for that 
year and receive a small 
gift of appreciation. 

Have a happy and 
safe summer at the lake. 
Be sure to follow all fire 
and water  safety rules. 

Long time volunteers Jocelyn and Warren Barnard enjoy 
the evening.

By Ray Watts

South East Whiteshell Fire Department 

Music was provided by the Al Andrusco Band.

Volunteer fire fighters and guests make a stop at the des-
sert bar following a delicious dinner. Your donations provide specialized equipment such as 

ice rescue gear.
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Here’s hoping by the 
time this is pub-

lished, summer is finally 
here. It was a long cold 
winter and an even longer 
and somewhat destructive 
spring. 

Water Highest 
in 40 Years

The water levels on the 
lake rose to the second 
highest level that resi-
dents have seen in the last 
40 years.  

As you can see by the 
picture of the tunnels, 
the second tunnel be-
tween South Cross and 
North Cross Lakes was 
impassable. That didn’t 
stop a couple of Hungar-
ian truckers who tried, 
unsuccessfully of course, 
to pass through the tun-
nels in a rented boat.  
The boat became lodged 
in the second tunnel and 
the South Whiteshell 
Fire Department had to 
perform a water rescue, 
proving their training 
throughout the year pays 
off. 

Roof Repairs
Repairs on cottage roofs 

from last year’s hail dam-
age are well underway 
and the new repairs on 
docks and boat houses 
from the high water lev-
els should be started as 
well. Mother Nature has 
not been kind to the resi-
dents of Caddy over the 
last year. Hopefully she’ll 
shine and make the rest of 
our summer a little more 
enjoyable. 

We Lost 
Our Patriarch

As some of you may 
know, we lost our patri-
arch this past April. Joe 
Bobychuk (Blk 10, Lot 6) 
passed away after a long 
battle with cancer. The 
lake won’t be the same 
without Joe wandering 
around fixing whatever 
needed to be fixed or just 
telling one of his many 
stories to whomever was 
lucky enough to be within 
earshot. 

Condolences
We’d also like to send 

out our condolences to the 
Goodwin family (Blk 9, 
Lot 3), who lost their pa-
triarch as well. Raymond 
Goodwin passed away 
June 25, he also battled 
cancer and lost his fight. 
Visitor from Australia
The Newshams are 

hosting a visitor from 
Australia this summer. 
We’d like to welcome 
Joe and hope he enjoys 
his stay. Interesting fact, 
Australia doesn’t have 
squirrels, so Joe was quite 
enthralled with these little 
creatures. While the rest 
of us sometimes consider 
them destructive pests, 
Joe found them fascinat-
ing to watch. I’m sure we 
would feel the same way 
about kangaroos. So if 
you see a young man with 
a wonderful accent wan-
dering around looking for 
squirrels, say ‘hi’ and in-
troduce yourself. 

To the West Coast 
and Back

Sandy and Grant Fisette 
said goodbye to their son 
Matt who has moved to 
Nelson, British Colum-
bia. We wish Matt all the 
best on the west coast and 
hope he comes back to 
visit often. 

Staying on the West 
Coast theme, the Allbutt’s 
welcomed their fam-
ily from the coast, John, 
Hahn and baby Harlow 
were here for an enjoyable 
week in June on Block 9.  

Congratulations 
Girl Guides Camp

We’d like to congratu-
late the Girl Guides Camp 
on their 65th Anniversary 
of operation. 

The girls-only camp on 
Caddy is a mainstay on 
the lake and will contin-
ue to develop skills and 
confidence in girls ages 
5 to 15 for many years 
to come. Over time, the 
camp of course has need-
ed repairs in various areas 
and Harry Podolchuk, a 
longtime volunteer, has 
been one of the many to 
provide his expertise over 
the years. 

To all the other camp 
counselors and volun-
teers, congratulations on a 
job well done and contin-
ued success in the future. 

Ole, Ron!
As June drew to a close, 

a Mexican fiesta trans-
pired at the Fulton resi-
dence in Green Bay to 
celebrate Ron’s 81st birth-
day. All the best and hope 
there weren’t too many 
sombreros left behind. 

For all those celebrating 
birthdays, anniversaries 
or any other special oc-
casion over the summer, 
congrats! Have a safe, 
healthy and happy sum-
mer!! 

Send Me Your News
As always, if you have 

anything that you would 
like to add to the next edi-
tion, please email your 
information/pictures to 
caddylake@shaw.ca. 

Caddy Lake
See More Lake Reports on Pages 18 to 31

By Wayne Bobychuk 
and Barb M.

Entrance to South Cross Lake from Caddy Lake.

Approaching first tunnel into South Cross Lake.

Second Tunnel Between South Cross and North Cross Lakes.

Flooded lower cottage lots on Block 5.
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A Cottage at the Lake: Priceless

A drive to the lake with the 
family: $75  

A stop for groceries: $100  
A trip to the MLCC for 

refreshments: $50  
Drop by the Park Office for a 

Park Pass: $40 
Family time at the cottage:               

Priceless 

Important parts of 
our lives have value 

that simply cannot be 
expressed in financial 
terms. 

While all co�ages have 
a “real” value that can 
be translated into dol-
lars and cents at the time 
of their sale or transfer, 
it is nonetheless crucial 
to recognize that “the 
family co�age” has an 
importance that places it 
squarely into the price-
less category. Our words 
give this fact away, es-
pecially when we talk 
about the family dream 
of owning a lakeside or 
countryside co�age in 
Manitoba. To anyone 
who doubts this perspec-
tive, I suggest a reading 
exercise, which I would 
especially encourage the 
Minister of Conservation 
and Water Stewardship 
to accept.

Let the Minister exam-
ine the obituary pages of 
the local newspaper. In 
addition to demonstrat-
ing the special place that 
co�aging holds in our 
community, this experi-
ence would reveal how 
far off the mark he is in 
his depiction of co�agers 
as fat cats and free load-
ers. Let me explain what 
may seem an outlandish 
reading exercise for busy 
public officials! 

Since my early days of 
medical training at the 
old Winnipeg General 
Hospital, my reading 
habit has followed a ma-
cabre direction. I confess. 
I read obituaries, particu-
larly those in the Winni-
peg Free Press. What be-
gan as a way to follow up 
on the most unfortunate 
part of my practice (the 
ones who died!), soon 
yielded another benefit. 

The authors of obituar-
ies strive to capture in 
words the priceless parts 
of the lives of their loved 
ones. Given the shortage 
of space on the printed 
page, these “obits”’ pro-
vide beautifully concise 
records of the values that 
our community hold 
most dearly.

Here is some of what 
my ongoing survey of 
obituaries in the Winni-
peg Free Press has recently 
revealed:

• First, about one in 
every 10 obituaries men-
tions “the family cot-
tage.” By extension, I can 
safely conclude that a 
minimum of one in ten 
(more than 100,000 indi-

viduals!) in our popula-
tion can claim a close cot-
tage connection.

• Second, by their in-
clusion, it is clear that 
co�ages are the centres 
of family life, the glue 
that binds generations. 
Frequently, co�ages are 
specifically built or pur-
chased for the benefit of 
children or grandchil-
dren.  To paraphrase a 
recent obituary, “our Dad 
will rest easy knowing that 
the co�age has been safely 
passed down to the next 
generation.”

• Finally, what should 
be most arresting to us 
all, as well as to the Min-
ister, is the observation 
that co�agers represent 

a true slice of our com-
munity . . . teachers, pip-
efi�ers, doctors, welders, 
civil servants, business-
men, shopkeepers, etc.

The obvious conclu-
sion of this survey is that 
co�agers are ordinary 
individuals, hard work-
ing Manitobans who are 
distinguished only by 
their love of that price-
less Manitoba experience 
called “co�aging.” 

What an affront then, 
that the Minister should 
a�empt, as he did in a re-
cent interview, to justify 
his outrageous increases 
in lease and service fees 
in the Provincial Parks, by 

Continued on page 14

A surprising number 
of obituaries include 

touching memoranda 
such as the following, 
taken from recent ex-
amples:

“ ... Dad taught us to 
skate, fish, hit a base-
ball, build with wood 
and work with our 
hands ... a true handy-
man and craftsman, 
tackling larger projects 
like building the cottage 
at the Lake ... retired af-
ter 30 years as a pipefit-
ter ...”

“ .... excelled at her job 
(with the government) ... 
and retired to their fam-
ily cottage at the lake ... 
a highlight of their lives 
since 1964 and a place 
of special gatherings 
for all the family ...” 

By Daniel Klass
WCA President
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Barren Lake
Don Sleeva
Home (204) 237-3081
Lake (204) 349-8982

Marcel Wozny
Home (204) 668-6390
Lake (204) 349-2860

Betula Lake
John Collo
Home (204) 233-8459
Lake (204) 348-2799

Tom Cutts
Home (204) 837-5049
Lake (204) 348-7290

Gaeline Delmarque
Home (204) 489-3016
Lake (204) 348-7796

Gladys Jones
Home (204) 668-1250
Lake (204) 348-2110

Brereton Lake
Annette Berard
Lake (204) 369-5402
osce789@yahoo.ca

Margaret Kent
Home/Lake 
(204) 369-5221

Brereton Lake (cont’d)
Doug Moberg
Home (204) 269-4511
Lake (204) 369-5515

Nicola Panchysak
Lake (204) 369-5217
nicola.p@me.com

Sharon Philp
Cell (204) 771-7297
sharonphilp@hotmail.com

Lorna Spencer
Home (204) 254-8137
Lake (204) 369-5702

Caddy Lake
Joel Kettner
Home (204) 475-3492
Lake (204) 349-2089
jdkettner@me.com

Robert Stalker: 
Lake (204) 349-8676

Dorothy Lake
Ray Hesslein 
Home (204) 256-1547
Lake (204) 348-3231

Stan Pogorzelec
Home (204) 668-8153
Lake (204) 348-3282

Eleanor Lake
Ed Enns
(204) 334-8318
edwardenns204@gmail.com

Falcon Lake
Al Bezak
Home (204) 669-3430
Lake (204) 226-1888
abbezak@shaw.ca  

Randall Kinley
(204) 228-6507

Jo-Ann Shields
Home (204) 632-6276
Lake (204) 299-4528
Jo-joshi@yahoo.ca  

Ronald Smith
Home (204) 269-5873
Lake (204) 349-8804
ronaldssmith@hotmail.com

Florence Lake
Kristin Pingatore 
Home (204) 803-9464

Nora Lake
Angela Hogan
Home: (204) 866-4398
aghogan@highspeedcrow.ca

Nutimik Lake
Sandra Kline
Lake (204) 348-2888

Joan Murash
Home/Lake 
(204) 348-7635
jmurash@mymts.net

Otter Falls
Gloria De Baets 
Home: (204) 222-7762

Red Rock Lake
Rick Emslie
Home (204) 786-3394
David McNeil
Home (204) 489-3508
Lake (204) 348-7510

Star Lake
Norm Frederickson
Home (204) 339-7493
Lake (204) 349-2050

George Lemay
Lake (204) 349-3376

Tom Walker
Home (204) 269-5988
tewalker@hotmail.com

West Hawk Lake
Richard Babyak
Home (204) 475-4996
Lake (204) 349-8406
Daniel Klass
Lake (204) 349-2606
klass6@gmail.com

Bob Morrison
Home (204) 453-1153
Lake (204) 349-2369

Dan Myk
Home (204) 889-4561
Lake (204) 349-8320
dannmyk@hotmail.com

White Lake
Gary Kennedy
(204) 254-2300
(204) 348-7440
garykennedy@mymts.net

HONOURARY
DIRECTORS
John Biglow
Harry Meneer
June Phillips
Ed Wilson

Board of Directors
Whiteshell Cottagers Association Inc. 2014-2015

a�empting to depict all co�agers 
as “people like the Nygaards”.  
The Honorable Minister may 
have his own reasons for sin-
gling out Mr. Nygaard. But he 
is making a serious error in as-
suming all co�agers are in the 
same financial category as Mr. 
Nygaard, and tailoring the in-
crease in co�age lease rates on 
that false assumption.   

By adopting a draconian pol-
icy that treats all co�agers as if 
they can easily afford to pull 
$5,000 to $7,000 in additional tax 
out of their pockets each and ev-
ery year, (a feat that requires at 
least $400,000 in freely available 
assets) the government is in re-
ality, evicting ordinary families 
from the parks, to be replaced, 
over time, by the lucky few in 
our society for whom this in-
creased level of taxation means 
li�le to their household budget.  

The Provincial Parks Co�age 
Lot program began as a biparti-
san policy to ensure that afford-
able leases were available for or-
dinary Manitobans to enjoy our 
provincial parks. Regre�ably, 
the NDP government is now 
abandoning that program in fa-
vor of developing playgrounds 
for the rich. And the really pecu-

liar aspect of a policy with this 
inevitable outcome is that, in 
the event of the upcoming elec-
tion, the current NDP govern-
ment will be losing the support 
of those same ordinary people, 
the ones left behind, the ones 
who wrote all of those affecting 
obituaries, and who fear losing 
their co�age dreams.

Co�agers realize that costs are 
high for running our Parks, and 
as always, we make clear our 
willingness to pay our share, 
both in terms of documented 
and properly apportioned ser-
vice fees and realistic and justi-
fiable lease rates.  In a recent an-
nouncement, the Ministry has 
acknowledged the prematurity 
of their current lease rate deter-
mination and has announced 
their willingness to consult with 
stakeholders to develop a fair 
and sustainable solution. But 
we have heard nothing more of 
this offer to consult, and based 
on past performance we are ex-
pecting li�le consultation in the 
future. In the interim, the Min-
istry has continued to function 
in its usual paternalistic fashion; 
Decide, Announce, Defend. Is 
anybody listening?

A Cottage at the Lake: Priceless — Continued from page 13
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS AS THEY SUPPORT THE ECHO AND 
THE WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION

The 

Next 

Whiteshell 

Echo 

Deadline Is 

Sept. 1

For the 

October 

Issue 

Contact 

The Editor 

At (204) 

831-7274
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Otter Falls

As I am writing this 
article, I feel about 

ready to declare war on 
the multitude of vicious, 
bloodthirsty mosquitoes.  
No ma�er how quickly 
we open and close the 
doors, these  “biters” 
keep invading, forcing us 
to do the Mosquito Ma-
carena.  Bring on those 
bats and dragonflies!!! 

It is really wonderful 

to see summer weather 
again.  Now to thorough-
ly enjoy it before that 
white stuff flies again. 

Warm, Cool and 
High Water

June had us finding the 
sun pre�y hot one day 
and then starting a fire 
indoors to keep warm 
the next day. Not only 
that, but the lake is so 
high that several co�ag-
ers are ge�ing flooded.

One neighbour pad-
dled a canoe from the 

lake right onto the front 
yard.  Now if you ask 
me, something needs to 
be done about the water 
level. 

On a different topic, I 
was thinking that when 
people walk or drive by, 
we tend to wave at them 
with welcoming smiles, 
(as co�agers do), only to 
wonder who they are. It 
would be nice if we could 
do something about that.  
Interviews with co�agers 
will be included in sever-

al Echo issues, so that we 
might recognize our fel-
low O�er-Fallians. 

Meet and Greet 
Your Neighbours 

Len Termeer and Wen-
dy Colle� enjoy the cot-
tage in Blk. 4 at Lot 10. 

Len recalls coming to 
the co�age in the 1960s, 
as he was a friend of the 
son of the owners. It was 
a gathering place for 
fourteen or more such 
friends at a time. Len 
said he had the oppor-

tunity to purchase this 
same co�age in 1986 and 
finds something so spe-
cial about O�er Falls. 

Wendy was part of the 
same group of friends 
and she visited the cot-
tage in the 60s, as well as 
going to the co�ages of 
other friends in the area. 

Len says “it is quiet 
and peaceful and there 
are many nice people 
that co�age here.  We 

By Diane Dreikluft 

Grand Opening South Shore Trail at Falcon Sun. Aug. 31

Please come out and 
help us celebrate 

the grand opening of 
our new trail! The South 
Whiteshell Trail Associ-
ation (SWTA) is excited 
to host this event and 
promote this new beau-
tiful addition, which 
begins at the causeway 
at the southwest corner 
of Falcon and winds its 
way to the rocky shores 
of pristine High Lake. 

Gravel trucks have 
been rolling down the 
Falcon Lake South 
Shore Road in June and 
July, delivering the fi-
nal aggregate topping.  
The picturesque trail 
winds through forest 
and meadow, south of 
co�age development.  
There are several access 
trails along the South 
Shore Road that con-
nect to the main trail. 
A Community Cycle, 

Run, or Walk
The Grand Opening 

Event will start at 2 p.m. 
at the boat launch park-
ing lot and picnic area 
near the causeway at 
the southwest corner of 
Falcon Lake.  To experi-
ence the trail first hand 
we are organizing a 
community cycle, run, 
or walk.  This is not a 
race.  At 2:15 p.m., there 
will be a brief explana-
tion of the events to fol-
low.  We will start the 
cyclists first and they 
can go all the way to 
Falcon Lake Ski Hill, or 

turn off at one of the ac-
cess trails to the South 
Shore Road and return 
to the boat launch area. 
After the cyclists have 
departed, anybody that 
wants to run the trail 
will start out as a group, 
and again go as far as 
they like. There will be 
volunteers along the 
way to guide and an-
swer questions. While 
the cyclist and run-
ners depart there will 
be bike decorating for 
younger children in the 
picnic area.  The hikers 
and family bikers will 
depart last. 

The next phase of the 
Grand Opening event 
will be at the Falcon 
Lake Ski Hill.  For those 
that cycle or run all the 
way to the ski hill there 
will be refreshments 
available. We expect 
most people will return 
to the causeway boat 
launch after seeing as 
much of the trail as they 
desire, and then drive 
themselves to the ski 
hill.

Entertainment and 
Grand Opening 

Program  
Here is where the En-

tertainment and Grand 
Opening Program will 
take place!  There will 
be barbecues grilling 
and salads, drinks and 
desserts available for 
purchase. Live enter-
tainment from a variety 
of local musicians will 
begin at 3:30 p.m. and 
extend into the early 

evening.  At 4 p.m. there 
will be a ribbon cu�ing 
for the new trail and rec-
ognition of the funding 
partners, key individu-
als and organizations 
that have supported 
the development of our 
trail system in the South 
Whiteshell. There will 
be beer and wine served 
from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.  
A Celebration of Trail 

and Community 
This is a celebration 

of trail and community 
and we hope that you 
and your family will 
join us.  We also encour-
age you to consider a 
tax-deductible donation 
to Trails Manitoba.  It 
can be directed specifi-
cally toward approved 
projects in the South 
Whiteshell region.   

There are also other 
ways you can support 
our trail development, 
including donating 
$5,000 and SWTA will 
install a granite bench 

with and engraved 
plate along the trail at 
the site of your choice.
Your donations go the 
distance ! 

Please come out, bring 
your neighbours, and 
help us celebrate the 
South Whiteshell Trail! 

Who is SWTA?  
The South Whiteshell 

Trail Association is a 
small group of volun-
teers mainly from the 
Falcon and West Hawk 
area that are dedicated 
to the development and 
use of our trail system.  
We work with all lev-
els of government and 
funding agencies to se-
cure the funds required 
to build the trails in 
the South Whiteshell 
region. We also solicit 
donations from pri-
vate donors that can be 
used directly for trail 
development and/or  
be matched with funds 
available from Na-
tional, Provincial and 

Community programs.  
When trail construction 
is completed to the sat-
isfaction of Manitoba 
Conservation and Water 
Stewardship, the trail is 
turned over to Regional 
Parks Administration 
for maintenance and 
improvement when 
necessary.  There are 
approximately 100 km 
of trails in the South 
Whiteshell region cur-
rently. 

Why This Event?  
We want to promote 

this newest section of 
trail. We expect this 
trail to get extensive use 
by co�agers, campers, 
and local residents.  It 
is a beautiful addition 
to the Falcon Lake area 
and it is easily accessi-
ble. This event gives us 
an opportunity to thank 
private donors and the 
organizations and in-
dividuals within Mani-
toba Conservation, 
Trails Manitoba and 
the Trans-Canada Trail, 
for the years of support 
they have given us.  

The food and bever-
age sales at this event 
will raise funds for fu-
ture trail development 
in the South Whiteshell 
region.

Plans are currently 
underway to add new 
trails near Star Lake and 
the north side of West 
Hawk Lake. Further 
funding is still required 
to complete one of these 
projects. 

By Gary Turnbull

Continued on next page
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enjoy watching the wild life, go-
ing out in the canoe, as well as 
fishing.  The dogs, Otis and Ben, 
really love to swim and having 
the co�age gives them the op-
portunity to do so”. 

Ross Teague and Shauna But-
ters have their place in Blk. 2, at 
Lot 6. 

Ross grew up as a teenager at 
his parents’ co�age and quite 
happily took it over in 2011. 

They shared that there is great 
sturgeon fishing by the falls and 
that Shauna managed to catch 
one of these ‘prehistoric’ fish 
that measured over five feet 
long. What an experience that 
was! 

Some history of the area in-
cludes the many artifacts that 
can be found, mostly on the 
shoreline across the lake.  These 
artifacts likely date back to the 
early days of the fur traders and 
explorers, such as La Verendr-
ye. 

“What we really enjoy out 
here is the fishing, the scenery 
and the winters. We are active 
year round and there is no bet-
ter place to be.  The wildlife is 
amazing to watch as well.” 

Jim and Cyndy Park are in 

Blk. 5, at Lot 5. 
The Parks will have had their 

co�age for twenty-three years 
this summer. 

They came to this area initially 
because of some of their friends, 
who were in O�er Falls. They 
fell in love with the area imme-
diately. 

“Our children had the oppor-
tunity to work at the lodge and 
the restaurant for a few sum-
mers. They were really happy 
that they could still spend time 
at the co�age while working 
their summer jobs.”

Jim and Cyndy’s co�age is 
usually filled with family and 
friends who always feel wel-
come. 

“We all enjoy fishing, hiking, 
and biking and water sports.  
The sunsets are spectacular and 
a favourite pastime is watching 
the many varieties of humming-
birds at the feeder.” 

They both agree that their 
grandchildren make co�age life 
extra special. 

In the October issue we will 
meet some other co�agers.  Stay 
tuned! 
Handy Hint: Keep plants wa-

tered even if you’re away
While we are away from 

home, our flowers and other 

outdoor plants may suffer from 
lack of watering in the hot sun.   

Using empty two litre or 
smaller plastic drink bo�les can 
help.  Fill the bo�les with water 
and invert them, next to the al-
ready pre-watered plants. As 
the ground dries, water from 
the bo�les drains out into the 
ground.  I am still experiment-
ing with this, but it does seem 
to work.  The two-litre bo�les 
work well for tomato plants 
while the individual size are 
good for smaller plants. 

This can give you an extra day 
or two where you shouldn’t 
have to worry about not being 
there to do your watering.  The 
same applies for the plants at 
the co�age when you are head-
ing home.  

Deer Control 
When autumn arrives, the 

deer want to feast on the succu-
lent leaves of some of our out-
door plants.  

To enjoy the greenery a bit 
longer, here is a safe remedy 
that should deter them from 
their munchies: 1 cup milk, 2 
whole eggs, 2 tbsp. dish wash-
ing liquid, 8 litres water, 2 tbsp. 
cooking oil. 

Mix this all together and pour 
into a spray bo�le. Spray the 

leaves well. Store remaining 
liquid in the refrigerator. Spray 
at least once a week. The deer 
don’t like the taste of this and 
they eventually avoid the yard. 

Environmentally-friendly 
Weed Killer

I tried this recipe and thought 
you might be interested in a saf-
er, cheaper method of ridding 
yourself of weeds: 1 gallon vin-
egar, 2 cups Epsom Salts, ¼ cup 
Dawn Dish Liquid (blue). 

Mix and spray thoroughly on 
the weeds, avoiding the grass 
or anything else you don’t want 
to kill.  It may take a couple of 
applications, but it does seem to 
work and is much less expen-
sive than buying the commer-
cial, toxic brands. 

Condolences 
Our sympathy goes to Wendy 

Colle� on the loss of her mother 
in June. Our thoughts are with 
you. 

Announcements 
Do you have any announce-

ments you would like to 
have included in the Echo?  
If so, please contact me at 
Lot 11, Blk. 4 or email me at 
dianedreikluft@mymts.net or 
phone (204) 791-0104. 

Until next time, be safe and 
keep well. 

Len Termeer and Wendy Collett. Ross Teague and Shauna Butters. Jim and Cyndy Park.

Continued from  page 18
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Happy summer!! Is 
everyone keeping dry??  
In the last edition of the 
Whiteshell Echo, I had 
wri�en about how much 
Dale and I enjoy the 
spring, watching the ice 
go off the river and the 
water opening up. Some-
one please put me in my 
place the next time I say 
that! Enough is enough. 
There has been all man-
ner of objects floating 
down the Winnipeg Riv-
er, trees, chairs, docks, 
decks and boats -- never 
to be seen again? The 
water is so high and run-
ning so fast. 

Sandbagging
We and our neighbours 

spent a lovely July long 
weekend sandbagging 
our properties and roads 
trying to prevent damage 
to our docks, decks, cot-
tages and out buildings. 
This I know was a com-
mon theme throughout 
the Whiteshell Provin-
cial Park. And of course 
the rain -- to add insult to 
injury!! I was looking for 
Noah’s Ark and thought 
about rounding up the 
cats, dogs, rabbits, deer 
and other cri�ers to save. 
Also, the Mosquitoes! 
Enough said. I prefer this 
to be a polite article. We 
are hardy Manitobans 
for sure. Now hopefully 
the Gods will agree with 
us and say “enough is 
enough” and give us the 
sun and hot weather that 
our summers are known 
to be.

The sense of com-
munity and caring has 
been so evident this past 
week. It is wonderful to 
see how everyone comes 
together during chal-
lenging times. Friends 
and volunteers have 
worked so hard to pro-
tect properties along the 
river. Thank you from all 
of us who are threatened 
by the rising water lev-
els. Your help and sup-
port has meant so much 
to us all. Thanks to the 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments and Conservation 

for all the sand bags they 
have filled, days and 
days on end. All your 
hard work is so much 
appreciated. As I write 
this article, Conservation 
has informed us that we 
can expect the Winnipeg 
River to rise another 12-
18 inches over the next 
week, dependent on 
winds and further rain-
fall. I guess we all have 
to be like the boy scouts 
and “Be Prepared” and 
see what Mother Nature 
has in store for us. Sand-
bag, sandbag, sandbag 
— is there a tune we can 
sing that to?

Boaters, Watch 
your Wake

In closing, I would like 
to caution those boat-
ers on the river. Boaters, 
please watch your wake. 
Docks and decks are 
under water and under 
great stress. Any waves 
from wind and large 
wakes from power boats 
can make them rock and 
roll, increasing the risk 
of further damage and 
then being sheered from 
their foundations. Please 
drive with caution on the 
river and watch for float-
ing debris. Please also re-
member that there may 
be rocks which are nor-
mally visible at normal 
water levels that may 

be just under the water 
now. Local knowledge is 
key!

New Neighbours
 A big welcome to 

new neighbours Daryl 
and Leona Smith who 
moved into their co�age 
in Block 2 last November. 
They have enjoyed visit-
ing the Whiteshell over 
the past few years. They 
spent New Year’s Eve at 
their co�age enjoying the 
splendor of the winter 
and the frigid minus 30 
temperatures. True cot-
tagers!!

Scary Moment
 There was a scary 

moment on the May 
long weekend.  A ca-
noe tipped over going 
through The Barrier. 
Their cries for help were 
heard and the occupants 
were rescued quickly but 
not before they had float-
ed a long way down the 
river. They were wearing 
lifejackets which saved 
their lives. The water 
was only 41 degrees that 
weekend so hypother-
mia was a real threat. 
Thankfully it all turned 
out well but it could have 
been tragic. We all must 
respect this Ole Man Riv-
er and his powers. I think 
too, as co�age owners, 
we have a responsibility 
to inform those not fa-

miliar to this area of the 
dangers, especially when 
levels are so high and 
the current is so strong. I 
know as co�age owners 
ourselves we are always 
on the lookout for boat-
ers in need of assistance 
out on the water.

Lose a Kayak?
Anyone lose a kayak? 

A red Streeker  kayak 
was found a month ago. 
Call (204) 348-7028 if you 

have any information.
Bird Release

Barrier Bay Resort is 
hosting the annual Bird 
Release on the HOT, 
SUNNY, DRY August 
long weekend. The date is 
Sat.  Aug. 2, from 11 a.m. 
until 1p.m. All proceeds 
from this event will go to 
the Prairie Wildlife Re-
habilitation Center.The 

By Linda Vosper

Barrier Bay

Above, the flooded deck. At right, lots and lots of sand-
bags. The two pictures below recall the flood of 1997.

Continued on page 25
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Nutimik Lake 

After a cold start to 
our summer, it is 

finally here!  Although 
the mosquitoes were 
horrendous, and the 
worst that residents 
here have said they 
have ever seen.

We have spent many 
days at the playground, 
biking around Nutimik 
and on the beach mak-
ing sand pools. The area 
is busy again with beach 
goers, boaters, bikers 
and walkers/joggers of 
all ages.  

In the years I have 
camped and owned a 
co�age at Nutimik, year 
after year, I have noticed 

one thing special about 
Nutimik; the people out 
here are like family and 
everyone looks after 
each other.  Every year 
when co�agers start 
coming back out for the 
summer months, and 
seasonal campers se�le 
in, even if we haven’t 
seen each other all win-
ter, everyone picks up 
right where they left off 
in the fall.   

High Water Levels 
The water levels at Nu-

timik are a record high 
this year and, as we all 
see, the water is caus-
ing a lot of damage and 
some inconveniences on 
the lakes. Here at Nu-
timik one boat launch is 

closed and the other is 
‘use at your own risk.’  
The walking bridge 
connecting blocks 1 and 
4 has been temporar-
ily closed, 1st and 3rd 
beach are small, and 
2nd beach is non-exis-
tent.  Besides these in-
conveniences, there has 
been erosion occurring 
around the lake and 
many decks, docks and 
boat houses are under 
water. With this high 
water, comes strong 
current in the lake as 
well.  I hope the high 
waters caused minimal 
damage to buildings 
and that everyone stays 
safe.   

Yoga on the beach 
If you were on 1st 

beach the morning of 
June 22, you either wit-
nessed or were part of a 
Vinyasa yoga class. I was 
one of the onlookers and 
watched Marissa Rykiss 
lead a group of men and 
women in yoga. Marissa 
is currently working to-
wards her 200 hours to 
become a certified yoga 
teacher and will be com-
pleted as of Aug. 5 of 
this year. Every yoga 
class begins with an in-
tention or theme, and 
the intention of this class 
was to connect with na-
ture and then be able to 
create your own inter-
nal environment when 
practicing yoga indoors. 

Boat houses along Block 1 Nutimik that are underwater.

By Kerri Pleskach

Playing in a sand pool. The water warms up quickly for those 
times when the  lake is too cold.  Kids in picture are Rorie and 
Addison Pleskach and Hailey and Talon Mayo.

Yoga on the beach.

Brody Wyton playing in the cold water at the end of May when 
the ice first came off.

Continued on page 25
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WHAT’S COOKING? 
Salad Nicoise
Yield:  4  Servings
Ingredients: 
1/2 pound new potatoes, quartered 
1/4 cup chopped fresh parsley 
1/4 cup pitted nicoise olives 
1/2 onion, thinly sliced 
1 (6 ounce) can tuna 
1/3 pound fresh green beans - rinsed, 
trimmed and blanched 
1/2 pound mixed salad greens 
1 cup lemon vinaigrette 
3 hard-cooked eggs, quartered 
3 roma (plum) tomatoes, thinly sliced 
1 tablespoon capers 
4 anchovy filets 

Directions
1. Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil. Add potatoes, and 
cook until tender but still firm, about 15 minutes. Drain and cool.
2. In a large bowl, combine the potatoes, parsley, olives, onion, 
tuna and green beans. Refrigerate for 2 to 4 hours.
3. In large bowl, toss greens with vinaigrette and top with chilled 
potato mixture. Garnish with eggs, tomatoes, capers and ancho-
vies.

Grilled Steak Salad with Asian Dressing
Yield:  2 servings
Ingredients
1 (12 ounce) rib eye steak 
1 tablespoon soy sauce 
1 teaspoon Montreal steak seasoning, or to taste 
1/2 lemon, juiced 
2 tablespoons rice vinegar 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
2 tablespoons white sugar 
1/2 teaspoon sesame oil 
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder 
2 pinches red pepper flakes 
10 leaves romaine lettuce, torn into bite-size pieces 
1/2 large English cucumber, cubed 
1 avocado - peeled, pitted, and diced 
1 tomato, cut into wedges 
1 carrot, grated 
4 thin slices red onion 
3 tablespoons toasted sesame seeds 

Directions
1. Season both side of the rib eye steak with soy sauce and steak 
seasoning. Cover and refrigerate at least 1 hour to overnight.
2. Preheat an outdoor grill for medium-high heat and lightly oil the 
grate.
3. Grill steak on preheated grill until firm, reddish-pink, and juicy in 
the center, about 6 minutes per side. An instant-read thermometer 
inserted into the center should read 130 degrees F (54 degrees 
C). Transfer steak to a platter, sprinkle with lemon juice, and cover 
loosely with aluminum foil. Allow meat to rest for about 10 minutes, 
then cut into strips.
4. Whisk rice vinegar, olive oil, sugar, sesame oil, garlic powder, 
and red pepper flakes together in a small bowl. Combine lettuce, 
cucumber, avocado, tomato, carrot, red onion, and steak strips 
in a large bowl. Pour rice vinegar dressing over salad and toss to 
coat. Sprinkle with sesame seeds to serve.

Turkey Polish Sausage and Peppers
.
Yield:  6  Servings
Ingredients:  
2 tablespoons olive oil 
2 medium yellow bell peppers, seeded and diced 
2 medium red bell peppers, seeded and diced 
1 pound fresh mushrooms, sliced 
1 small onion, chopped 
2 medium zucchini, cubed 
3 tablespoons minced garlic 
1 tablespoon steak seasoning 
1 tablespoon onion powder 
1 (16 ounce) package turkey kielbasa, sliced 
1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar, or to taste 
Grated Parmesan cheese for topping

Directions
1. Heat the olive oil in a large skillet over medium-high heat. Add 
the red and yellow bell peppers, mushrooms, zucchini, onion and 
garlic, and stir to cook evenly. Season with steak seasoning and 
onion powder. Cover, and cook for about 10 minutes.
2. Add the sausage to the skillet, and cook, stirring occasionally, 
for another 10 minutes. Just before serving, add a splash of bal-
samic vinegar, and sprinkle liberally with Parmesan cheese.

Zesty Slow Cooker Chicken Barbecue 
Yield:  6 servings
Ingredients
6 frozen skinless, boneless chicken breast halves 
1 (12 ounce) bottle barbeque sauce 
1/2 cup Italian salad dressing 
1/4 cup brown sugar 
2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce

Directions
1. Place chicken in a slow cooker. In a bowl, mix the barbecue 
sauce, Italian salad dressing, brown sugar, and Worcestershire 
sauce. Pour over the chicken.
2. Cover, and cook 3 to 4 hours on High or 6 to 8 hours on Low.

Pasta with Scallops, Zucchini, and Tomatoes
Yield:  8 servings
Ingredients   
1 pound dry fettuccine pasta  1/4 cup olive oil 
3 cloves garlic, minced   2 zucchinis, diced 
1/2 teaspoon salt               1/2 tsp. crushed red pepper flakes 
1 cup chopped fresh basil     4 roma (plum) tomatoes, chopped 
1 pound bay scallops        2 tbsp. grated Parmesan cheese 

Directions:
In a large pot with boiling salted water cook pasta until al dente. 
Drain.
2.Meanwhile, in a large skillet heat oil, add garlic and cook until 
tender. Add the zucchini, salt, red pepper flakes, dried basil (if us-
ing) and saute for 10 minutes. Add chopped tomatoes, bay scal-
lops, and fresh basil (if using) and simmer for 5 minutes, or until 
scallops are opaque.
3.Pour sauce over cooked pasta and serve with grated Parmesan 
cheese.
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WHAT’S COOKING? 
.Salmon Rosemary Burgers
Yield:  8 servings
Ingredients
2 1/2 pounds king salmon fillet, skinned and de-boned 
1 cup dry bread crumbs 
1/2 cup minced red onion 
1 tablespoon Dijon mustard 
2 teaspoons prepared horseradish 
2 eggs, lightly beaten 
1 tablespoon minced fresh rosemary 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 
2 tablespoons olive oil 

Directions
1. Prepare the salmon by cutting into strips, cutting the strips 
crosswise, and chopping the fish until well minced. Be sure to 
remove any remaining bones.
2. In a large bowl, mix the minced salmon with bread crumbs, red 
onion, Dijon mustard, horseradish, and eggs. Season with rose-
mary, salt, and pepper. Chill at least 30 minutes in the refrigerator.
3. Preheat an outdoor grill for medium-high heat.
4. Form the salmon mixture into 8 burger patties. Lightly coat each 
patty with olive oil.
5. Place salmon patties on the grill, and cook 4 or 5 minutes on 
each side.

Chicken Salad with Bacon, Lettuce 
and Tomato

Yield:  6 servings
Ingredients
3 cups chopped cooked chicken breast 
5 slices bacon 
2 stalks celery, chopped 
1 cup chopped fresh tomato 
3/4 cup mayonnaise 
1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley 
2 tablespoons chopped green onion 
1 teaspoon lemon juice 
1 dash Worcestershire sauce 
salt and pepper to taste 
12 leaves romaine lettuce 
 1 avocado - peeled, seeded and sliced 

Directions
Place bacon in a large, deep skillet. Cook over medium high heat 
until evenly brown. Drain, crumble and set aside to cool.
2.Prepare the dressing by mixing together the mayonnaise, pars-
ley, green onions, lemon juice, Worcestershire sauce, salt and 
pepper.
3.In a medium bowl, stir together the chicken breast, tomatoes and 
bacon. Pour dressing over chicken mixture and toss well to coat. 
Refrigerate until chilled; serve over lettuce leaves and garnish with 
avocado slices.

Strawberry Chantilly Dessert
Yield:  1 9x13-inch pan
Ingredients
1 cup all-purpose flour 
1/4 cup packed brown sugar 
1/2 cup butter 
1/2 cup chopped walnuts 
2 egg whites 
1 cup white sugar 
2 cups fresh strawberries 
1 cup heavy cream 
1 teaspoon lemon juice 

You can substitute one 10-ounce package of frozen strawberries 
(thawed); with frozen berries, decrease sugar to 2/3 cup.

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 300 degrees F (150 degrees C).
2. Mix flour, sugar and butter until crumbly. Stir in chopped wal-
nuts.
3. Press two-thirds of the mixture in the bottom of a 9x13-inch bak-
ing dish; the remaining crumble will be used for the topping. Bake 
in preheated oven for 20 minutes. Cool crust completely.
4. In large deep bowl, stir together egg whites, sugar (see Cook’s 
Note), strawberries, and lemon juice. Whip with electric mixer at 
high speed for 10 minutes.
5. In another mixing bowl, whip whipping cream until stiff and fold 
into strawberry mixture. Spread over cooled crust. Sprinkle with 
remaining crumb mixture. Freeze for 6 hours or overnight before 
serving.

Summer Fruit Galettes
A galette is a an open-faced tart with hand-folded edges

Yield:  2 Galettes, each serves four guests 
Ingredients
2 (9 inch) refrigerated pie crusts 
3 fresh peaches - peeled, pitted and sliced 
1 pint fresh strawberries, sliced 
1/2 pint fresh blueberries 
4 tablespoons white sugar, divided 
4 tablespoons all-purpose flour, divided 
6 tablespoons turbinado sugar, divided 

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 450 degrees F (230 degrees C).
2. Lay out one pie crust on a baking sheet lined with parchment or 
on a baking stone, leaving room for the second pie crust next to it.
3. Mix together the sliced peaches with half the blueberries, 2 
tablespoons of the flour and 2 tablespoons of the sugar in a bowl. 
Pour over one pie crust leaving a 1-inch border. Fold up the un-
covered border over the edge of the fruit and pinch into pleats. 
Sprinkle the crust and fruit filling with 3 tablespoons of turbinado 
(or raw) sugar.
4. Lay out the second pie crust on the baking sheet. Mix together 
the sliced strawberries, the rest of the blueberries, 2 tablespoons 
of flour and 2 tablespoons of sugar in the bowl. Pour over the sec-
ond pie crust and form the galette the same as the first. Sprinkle 
with 3 tablespoons of turbinado sugar.
5. Bake in preheated oven until crust is lightly browned, 12 to 14 
minutes. Sprinkle with more sugar if desired. Serve warm or at 
room temperature.



24    WHITESHELL ECHO   AUGUST  2014  

Dorothy Lake

My June article ended 
with “this is what 

we have been waiting 
for... “, referring to see-
ing open water from one 
shore to the next, assum-
ing the arrival of spring. 
Ooops! How wrong I 
was. 

May passed with low 
temperatures, rain and 
drizzle. Fewer flowers 
were on sale in stores, 
most customers still pass-
ing them by. June arrived 
with more rain, and too 
many “moody Manitoba 
mornings,” when the is-
land was obscured by the 
haze of fog, suggesting 
fall. The joyful frog canta-
tas from marshy ditches, 
ponds and puddles now 
were sadly accompanied 
if not drowned out by the 
humming drone of mos-
quitoes. And more mos-
quitoes, always more ... 
dive bombing in search 
of the coveted blood meal 
necessary to perpetuate 
the species. 

When wind blew off 
the lake, we made use of 
it to hang clothes on the 
line, or fit in a quick walk, 
always trying to head off 
the pesky biters and cov-
ered in light-toned gar-
ments. It allowed us to 
cross paths with the fox, 
and enjoy the succession 
of wild flowers, even if 
the later appearing se-
dum must have been an 
escapee from someone’s 
flower garden.

River Rising
 During June, the swol-

len Winnipeg River 
rose and kept on rising, 
sweeping along an odd 
flotilla of funny-looking 
flotsam. What from a dis-
tance may have looked 
like a sailboat turned out 
to be a floating tree, its 
roots raised up as if to 
catch the wind. Heavy 
waterlogged trunks 
moved swiftly on the cur-
rent, just below the sur-
face, a dire threat to boat 
traffic, which remained 
very light throughout the 
month. 

 The beginning of July 
brought steady rains all 
over, followed by heavy 
cloud bursts around Can-
ada Day, resulting in se-
rious flooding province-
wide and beyond. 

The  north Whiteshell 
beaches which never be-
came visible this spring 
now saw a northwest 
wind driving the waves 
up and over onto grassy 
spaces, inundating camp 
grounds, lake side lots 
and boat houses. As the 
winds subsided drift-
wood stayed behind, a 
boon for collectors. 

Definitely a 
Different Summer

 ‘How’s the swimming?’ 
you ask. Well, the strong 
flow and amount of wa-
ter did not help the tem-
perature. The thermom-
eter remained at 17.5 C, 
and there was much 
stuff floating by over and 
above the yellow swaths 
of pollen. Definitely a dif-
ferent summer. 
Kudos to Conservation
 Kudos to the Depart-

ment of Conservation. 
Anticipating the emer-
gency ahead of time, staff 
were well prepared, on 
the job, coordinating, and 
telephoning owners of 
threatened co�ages. 

By Inge Scholte

A statue of a fishing boy on shore is nearly submerged.

A refreshed trout pond.

Brilliant roadside succulent.
Continued Next Page
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Barrier Bay Continued From Page 20

PWRC is a non-profit or-
ganization whose main 
goal is to treat injured 
and orphaned wildlife 
and successfully release 
them back into their nat-
ural habitat. This year the 
guest of honor is a Great 
Horned Owl. This is a 
fun event for the whole 
family. There will be hot 
dogs, drinks, bake table, 
silent auction table and 
games for the kids. The 
representatives from the 
PWRC are great ambas-
sadors and are there to 
answer your questions 
about the horned owl 
and the work they do at 
the center. It is special to 
have the opportunity to 
not only see these birds 

close up, but it’s also ex-
citing to see them take 
flight again and wonder 
where they are going 
to land! This is a good 

chance for everyone to 
get together with friends 
and neighbours and at 
the same time support 
the great work they do at 

the PWRC. 
Praying for Sunshine
Well all my fingers and 

toes are crossed and I am 
praying for some hot, dry 

weather. (It didn’t work 
the last time!) We all cer-
tainly deserve it. By the 
time you receive this, I 
hope this high water has 
receded and that every-
one is able to enjoy their 
docks and decks again. 
Summer is too short.

Any News? 
Let Me Know

If you have any news 
you want me to report, 
any pictures to share, 
please call me at 204-348-
3718 or email me at lin-
da-lu@rogers .com. Have 
a safe summer everyone.
Your Roving Reporter 

Linda Vosper 
 linda-lu@rogers.com 

(204) 348-3718

Seven Sisters Generating Station.

The Annual Barrier Bay Resort Bird Release is Sat. Aug. 2.

The class ran for an 
hour and most of the 
participants looked at 
ease and at peace as they 
transitioned into differ-
ent poses. This was Ma-
rissa’s first time leading 
a class outside and she 
was worried about the 
elements. After talking 
with a few of the people 
in the class, besides the 
mosquitos, it was a fun, 
peaceful experience.  I 
will be sure to join in 
next time! 

New Sign at 
the Playground 

The playground is 
now smoke free play-
ground, and a sign was 
put up in July to indi-
cate this.   

Weather Sign at 
Nutimik Store 

The Nutimik store has 
changed their white-
board outside to a daily 

weather update. Every 
time you walk into the 
store, you will know the 
forecast of the day and 
any important updates. 

What a great idea, I sure 
enjoy reading the board. 

Condolences 
Deepest condolences 

to Ivan Bonner and fam-

ily.  Ivan’s wife, Marga-
ret Bonner passed away 
on Nov. 26, 2013 at the 
age of 89.  The Bonners 
have a cabin on block 3.     

Block 3 co�age owner, 
Alice Zak passed away 
on June 4 at the age of 
83. Sympathies go out 
to George, Alice’s hus-
band of 61 years, and 
their family. 

Contact Me
If you have news 

to share, email me at 
kerrilaw@mymts.net or 
stop by our cabin, Block 
4 Lot 15. Have a great 
summer and I hope we 
get to spend a lot of it 
outdoors.

Nutimik Lake Continued From Page 21

Weather sign at Nutimik Store.

Dorothy Lake Continued From Page 24
They had sandbags 

ready for anyone in need. 
Mounds of sand, staff, 
volunteers and stacks of 
full bags kept appearing 
at the staging area in Ot-
ter Falls. This in anticipa-
tion of the river rising yet 
another eight inches. As 
water was sent our way 
from Lake of the Woods, 
the Seven Sisters Generat-
ing station kept releasing 
it downstream towards 
Lake Winnipeg. 

 We feel for those suf-
fering from the effects of 
flooding. Many of us are 
inconvenienced and have 
to change plans because 
of the weather. But hav-
ing home and/or liveli-
hood threatened as water 
rushes in takes misery to a 
whole new level. 

And July has only just 
begun.



26     WHITESHELL ECHO   AUGUST  2014               

Happy Summer! 
By now we are all 

full thro�le into summer 
mode. If the mosquitoes 
haven’t eaten you there’s 
still time left to make the 
most of it. 

Well, to say we’ve had 
a challenging spring and 
early summer would be 
an understatement. The 
long cold winter has 
left the Whiteshell with 
record high water lev-
els. In North Whiteshell 
lakes on the Winnipeg 
River have been pushed 
beyond their capacities 
with many areas on El-
eanor, Dorthy and Nu-
timik suffering severe 
flooding. Though our 
levels on Betula have 
been very high we are 
fortunate that our con-
trol dam system helps 
prevent severe flooding. 
As a result, although 
our levels are a couple 
of feet above normal, we 
have managed to see our 
water remain very clean 
and free of algae into 
July with temperatures 
around  20C at the end 
of June. The high water 
has had some benefit for 
us at Betula. So let’s do 
our best to keep it algae 
free.On this note here 
are some ways to... 

Protect our Lake 
from Algae 

Scrap the lawn in fa-
vour of natural ground-
cover. Don’t use fertil-
izers or pesticides. Help 
keep nutrients out of the 
water by maintaining 
natural vegetation along 
the shoreline (on land 
and in the water) and 
keeping your property 
well-forested. Use phos-
phate-free detergents 
and cleaners. Be espe-
cially vigilant if you run 
an automatic dishwash-
er, since most of those 
detergents are high in 
phosphorus. Use phos-
phate-free products. 
Never use any soap or 
shampoo in the lake it-
self.

Maintain the sep-

tic system and have 
it pumped regularly. 
Avoid bleaches and 
anti-bacterial soaps, 
which disrupt septic-
system function Mini-
mize boat wake and try 
not to churn up lake 
sediment 

Greywater Recycling
Now that I am on the 

subject of water, here are 
some tips on conserving 
water (not that we don’t 
have enough.) 

If your co�age uses a 
well or cistern, you al-
ready know that your 
supply can dry up with 
a couple of ill-timed 
showers. And even if 
your co�age is lake-fed, 
you’ve probably heard 
about average water lev-
els dropping. 

That’s why more cot-
tagers are exploring grey-
water recycling. Grey-
water, which makes 
up 50 to 80 per cent of 
household wastewater, 
is what’s left over after 
you have a shower, do 
the dishes, or wash your 
hands. (Water from the 
toilet is called blackwa-
ter, for understandable 
reasons.) 

The idea behind grey-
water recycling is to take 
that not-quite-totally-
dirty water, and use it 
for another purpose. 
This can be as simple as 
collecting the water from 
your sink after the dish-
es are done and using 
it to water your flowers 
— or, with a li�le tech-
nology, actually make 
greywater part of your 
overall water system. 

Greywater isn’t black-
water, but it can be-
come dangerous if it’s 
not properly handled. 
If you’re going to store 
your greywater for any 
purpose, it needs to be 
treated or the bacteria in 
it will turn it into a nasty, 
septic mess. 

One of the most com-
mon ways to recycle 
greywater is to install a 
system that diverts wash 
water from your shower, 
washing machine, and 

bathtub into your toilet. 
The used water is treat-
ed, then pumped into 
toilets. 

Greywater recycling 
reduces the amount of 
water that’s going into 
the septic tank — which 
means you can wait lon-
ger before emptying the 
tank. Toilets are one of 
the highest wasters of 
water in homes and a 
greywater system can be 
a real money saver in a 
co�age where the toilets 
get a lot of use.

If you’re more of a DIY 
devotee, you can recycle 
your greywater for use 
as outdoor irrigation 
by diverting it to mulch 
beds or to a constructed 
wetland in your garden. 
As it is absorbed, the 
water is then naturally 
treated by the organisms 
in your topsoil, and irri-
gates the plants around 
it. 

For most of us, the 
co�age wouldn’t be the 
same without water—
use it wisely now, and 
there will be plenty left 
to enjoy later. 

Taryn Grant 
has done it again

As I had mentioned 
last summer, 19 year-old 
Taryn Grant of Betula 
Lake is making a real 
name for herself in the 
world of competitive 
water sking. As a stu-
dent at the University 
of Lafaye�e, Taryn is 
studying speech pathol-
ogy while ranking as 
one of the top under 21 
skiers in the world. She 

was recently featured 
on the Water Ski Maga-
zine website and contin-
ues to aspire to making 
Canada’s National team 
which has been a peren-
nial powerhouse. All this 
despite suffering a bro-
ken neck in 2010 from a 
bad jumping crash. We 
wish Taryn, much luck 
this year on the pro tour 
and we look forward to 
you becoming the next 
Betula Ski Bee to make 
Canada’s National 
Team. 

Back in May 
Fishing Opening Day 

May 10 was a bust. 
Lakes were still covered 
with ice but the fisher-
men were anxious to get 
out there. No fish to be 
had. The only thing that 
drove everyone inside 
were the gigantic man 
eating mosquitoes! 

Earl Unger, aka Hot 
Rod Lincoln, decided to 
jump on his scooter and 
go for a ride, even with 
the possibility of ge�ing 
run over by the barrage 
of traffic coming down 
307. No worries though 
he managed to make it 
home safe and sound. 

John Collo made his 
way across the lake on 
the Saturday evening 
but by Sunday morning 
the ice had moved back 
in and damaged Silver’s 
dock. 

And Schnuckelchen 
Jodi has turned 40, so  
she’s now officially a 
cougar. 

Highway Clean Up
Highway Clean Up 

was a success thanks to 
all the volunteers that 
came out to help. 

Betula Days
 Most of you will be 

reading this after Bet-
ula Days will have just 
passed. I am sad to say 
that the pizza challenge 
between  Nutimik and 
Betula did not come to 
fruition. After speak-
ing with members of 
the commi�ee I was in-
formed that it did not 
make their agenda. I did 
however speak with the 
vice president and was 
informed by him that 
he would do his best to 
bring forth some new 
ideas to make Betula 
Days more fun for ev-
eryone. 

WCA Petition 
Opposing Lease and 
Service Fee Increases 
Stop the Manitoba 

government’s planned 
parks initiative to raise 
lease and service fees for 
co�agers. 

At the last WCA meet-
ing it was brought to 
everyone’s a�ention 
that there is a petition 
opposing lease and ser-
vice fee increases. The 
petition can be signed 
online on the WCA web-
site www.whiteshell-
co�agers.com, and can 
also be signed at some 
stores and other gather-
ing places in the park. 
Please, as a co�age own-
er, take time to join the 
campaign and sign the 
petition. 

Wasps and Hornets
You’ve just sat down 

to a nice al fresco co�age 
dinner — you’ve carried 
out all the plates and 
glasses, weighed down 
the napkins, and put 
those net covers over the 
potato salad — and now 
it’s time to enjoy the 
fruits of your labour! 

But then the wasps 
show up. And they 
won’t leave. If you’re 
lucky, you’ll spend din-
ner waving them away. 
If you’re not, well, a 

Nineteen-year-old Taryn Grant of Betula Lake is making a real 
name for herself in the world of competitive water sking. 

Continued next page

Betula Lake
By Angel Bozyk 
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Betula Lake continued from previous page

paste of meat tenderizer 
and water will help take 
some pain out of the 
sting. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if 
you could deal with the 
wasps before they drive 
your dinner indoors? 
Well I’ve got some ideas 
for you. 

First, prevent wasps 
from nesting close by.

The easiest way to 
deal with wasps and 
hornets is to stop them 
from nesting nearby in 
the first place. Wasps 
are an essential part of 
your co�age’s ecosys-
tem, preying on pest 
species like aphids and 
tomato cutworms, so try 
to avoid killing them if 
you can. 

Make the area around 
your co�age as unat-
tractive as possible 
(from a wasp’s perspec-
tive, of course!) Don’t 
leave food outside, keep 
drinks covered when 
you’re outside, and al-
ways close your garbage 
up tightly. 

Around the house —
especially if your co�age 
has an a�ic — seal any 
vents, window screens, 
or door frames that 
might be le�ing wasps 
in. And if you have a 
birdhouse nearby, stop 
wasps from nesting in its 
roof by lining the under-
roof area with tinfoil, or 
rubbing it with soap. 

And those fake wasp 
nests that some folks 
hang to discourage 
wasps from nesting too 
close to another colony? 
Well, their effectiveness 
is questionable; some 
swear by them, and some 
point out that many spe-
cies of wasp aren’t ac-
tually territorial. If you 
want to try the decoy 
nest route, save yourself 
some money and make 
your own out of paper 
bags stuffed with news-
paper! 

Try trapping wasps. 
If you’ve already got 
a wasp problem and 
they’re making life mis-
erable, trapping them 

may be your best op-
tion. You can make a 
simple trap from a pop 
bo�le. All it takes is a 
li�le imagination or go 
a li�le more upscale 
with a glass trap, avail-
able at most hardware 
stores. Although sweet 
bait (juice or sugary 
water) works well on 
wasps, you run the risk 
of also trapping garden-
friendly bees. Try bait-
ing your trap with water 
and something savoury, 
like a piece of luncheon 
meat. 

You can also zap  
wasps. To get rid of pes-
ky wasps once they’re 
already swarming your 
picnic table, a racquet 
shaped bug zapper can 
be far more effective 
and less likely to result 
in an angry sting, than 
an open-palmed swat. 
Just be careful. Bug zap-
pers can deliver a nasty 
shock if you touch them 
at the wrong time. 

Any time you try to 
tackle a nest on your 
own, wait until the sun 
goes down — wasps 
and hornets are far less 
aggressive in the eve-
ning. 

For ground-nesting 
yellowjackets, dump-

ing soapy, boiling wa-
ter on the nest’s entry 
points can be an effec-
tive way to get rid of the 
problem, but make sure 
you’re wearing protec-
tive clothing before a job 
like this. 

Placing a large, clear 
bowl over the entry to 
the nest can also be effec-
tive—it confuses the 
wasps and encourages 
them to relocate. 

You can also find or-
ganic, eco-friendly wasp 
and hornet spray at gar-
den centres or health 
food stores, although 
spraying nests with dish 
soap and a hose nozzle 
can also work. 

If you find an above 
ground nest in an easy-
to-reach place, you can 
remove it yourself with 
some basic precautions. 
Wait until it’s dark, 
when all the wasps will 
be back in the nest, and 
wear long pants and 
sleeves, as well as gloves 
and, if you’ve got it, a 
face net. Tape your cuffs 
shut for extra protection. 
Wrap a red cloth or thin 
piece of cellophane of 
the light you’re using to 
see, and walk as lightly 
as possible. 

Once you’re close to 

the nest, place a cloth 
bag over the entire nest 
and tie it off at the top, 
pulling the nest down. 
From there, you can set 
the bag in a bucket of 
water, using a stone to 
keep it submerged.

Don’t try to remove 
nests that are in walls or 
far underground, those 
are best left to profes-
sional pest control folks. 
If you have any doubt 
about removing hornets 
or wasps on your own, 
it’s be�er to call a profes-
sional than end up with 
a weekend-ruining crop 
of stings 

Do you have any hints 
for dealing with wasps 

or hornets? Drop me 
any ideas and I’ll share 
them! 

A Few Thoughts
I leave you with these 

thoughts: We live in a 
wonderful world, make 
the most of everyday. 
Nature teaches us sim-
plicity and contentment, 
and in it’s presence we 
realize we need very li�le 
to be happy. Everyone 
should let themselves be 
regularly overwhelmed 
by nature. Life is rich, 
beauty is everywhere, 
every personal connec-
tion has meaning and 
laughter is life’s sweet-
est creation. Life doesn’t 
actually get be�er when 
we’re distracted and im-
mersed in our devices. 
Life gets be�er when 
we’re connecting with 
real people in real time. 
The less time we spend 
on our devices, the more 
time we have to actually 
do something. 

Share Your Summer
Well there you go folks 

another bit of prose from 
Donna Betula. I encour-
age you to share your 
summer time experienc-
es and memories with 
me....  painterp2@gmail.
com so that everyone 
else can know how much 
fun lake life is at Betula. 
You don’t all make sand-
wiches and eat them on 
your ride out to the lake 
do you? 

Signing off for now.... 
Donna Betula aka An-

gel Bozyk.

Photo by Casie Nishi of Falcon Lake was the third place winner in the Scenic Category of the 
2013 Whiteshell Cottagers Association Photo Contest. For details and an entry form for this 
year’s contest, with more than $700 in cash prizes to be won, see page 29.

Answer to 
Environment  Contest  Question 

on page 4:  
According to Environment Canada
shallow areas are critical habitats 
for spawning fish, aquatic plants 
and aquatic invertebrates. Boat-
ing stirs up bottom sediment with 
propellers. It is best to keep per-
sonal watercrafts out of shallow 

water.
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We recently asked 
some of our re-

turning staff to answer 
the following question; 
“Why did you choose 
to come back to Camp 
Nutimik this summer?” 
There were two respons-
es that really stuck out. 
Rob, our Skills Coordi-
nator, said, “I wanted to 
give back to a program 
that had a major hand 
in my spiritual upbring-
ing as an adolescent. As a 
camper, and as a young 
leader, there were great 
staff who led both with 
words and by example, 
and I wanted an oppor-
tunity to do the same.” 

Benne�, a returning 
Cabin Leader had simi-
lar motives, “It’s always 
been a very important 
and meaningful place in 
my life. As a child, when 
I came to Camp Nutimik, 
my Cabin Leaders were 
always a big help in the 
growing understanding 
of my faith and I want to 
continue to be that same 
type of helper to the kids 
that come this summer.”  

Many of us don’t real-
ize the impact that we 
have on those under our 
leadership or in our care. 
Yet, if we ask the right 
questions or take time to 
observe, we realize that 
not only do we impact 
others, the things we say 
and do make a profound 
difference in their lives.  

Two leadership camps 
run during the sum-
mer months focusing on 
intentionally building 
leadership skills into the 
campers and equipping 
them to be successful 
both at camp and away. 

CIT (CabinLeader in 
Training) is a three-week 
program that is focused 
on skills development 
and leading children at 
camp. The nine CITs par-
ticipating in the program 

this summer will be re-
ceiving their Certificate 
of Completion in just 
a few days. It has been 
very encouraging walk-
ing through this program 
with them, teaching their 
sessions, watching them 
work through group ini-
tiative tasks and other 
leadership-skill building 
activities, and this week, 
interacting with the ju-
nior campers during 
what we call their “ob-
servation week.” This is 
the week where things 
start clicking in their 
brains; that the things we 
say and do directly affect 
the people around us. 

As I sit here think-
ing back on the last two 
and a half weeks, I can’t 
help but smile when I re-
member the times I have 
seen the CITs take what 
they have learned and 
apply it in their interac-
tions with others. Some 
of these things often go 
unnoticed or unappreci-
ated; when talking to a 
camper crouching down 

to get to their level, see-
ing a camper si�ing at 
the outskirts of an activ-
ity and intentionally sit-
ting down to make con-
versation with them, or 
making a point of telling 
one of the staff a positive 
or encouraging observa-
tion from that day. These 
things seem simple on 
the outside, but when it 
comes right down to it, 
they make a big differ-
ence. 

As we intentionally 
teach our staff and lead-
ership campers, we chal-
lenge them to step up 
and take ownership, 
they discover that a lead-
er is not just about using 
gifts or abilities to help a 
group accomplish a goal, 
but also about looking 
past ourselves in order to 
serve each other.  

In a few weeks, our 
next group of leadership 
campers will be arriving 
for PLT (Peer Leader-
ship Training) and I look 
forward to starting them 
down this road of inten-

tional learning – chal-
lenging them to grow in 
faith, as a leader and in 
service. 

As we continue to 
reach kids and develop 
leaders, we are encour-
aged by the growing 
strength of our staff and 
look forward to what 

our campers of today 
will say in five to ten 
years when we ask them 
why they have decided 
to return to Camp Nu-
timik.

The Camp Nutimik 
Summer Camp Regis-
tration Hotline is  204-
415-9007.

Camp Nutimik: Leaders In Action 

By Nancy Paschke
Leadership Director 

Camp Nutimik,  a not-
for-profit organiza-

tion affiiliated with the 
Manitoba Baptist 

Association

As we teach our staff and leadership campers we challenge 
them to step up and take ownership. They discover that a leader 
is not just about using gifts or abilities to help a group accom-
plish a goal, but also about looking past ourselves in order to 
serve each other.  
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Intrepid Cottager: Keeping The Beaver at Bay

What do you do if a 
pesky beaver starts 

making off with trees 

from your property?
First, you might want 

to try purchasing some 
heavy gauge wire. Ide-
ally, the wire should have 
openings that are two 
inches by four inches, or 
even smaller. Taking the 
wire, make a wire cylinder 
and wrap it around the 
tree trunk, leaving about 
eight inches of space be-
tween it and the trunk. 

To connect the end sec-
tions of the fence, use ca-
ble ties or metal wire. The 
height of the fence should 

be substantial, about five 
feet or even more. Pu�ing 
the fence up to that height 
will ensure that it extends 
to the snow line, protect-
ing the tree from hungry 
beavers.

There’s a second way to 
deter beavers from har-
vesting your trees – this 
one being mixing sand 
with outdoor latex paint.

For this method of pro-
tection to work optimally, 
put about six ounces of 
sand into every quart of 
paint that you’ll be using. 

Once you have the sand 
mixed in with the paint, 
cover tree trunks from 
their base to a height of 
five feet or be�er. That 
mixture, with its abrasive 
properties, should be suf-
ficient to prevent a beaver 
from gnawing down the 
tree. 

Note: It pays to remem-
ber that when beavers 
find trees they like, they 
will go as far as 150 feet, 
or 50 metres, to conduct 
their tree harvest. While 
this is rare – there tend to 
be more predators such 
as cougars, eagles, lynx, 
wolves, foxes, bears and 
even o�ers (that’s right, 
o�ers!) present further up 
the tree line.

That said, if your prop-
erty has a sheltered, isolat-
ed grouping of trees that’s 
accessible from the water, 
you might want to protect 
them as well, just in case. 

Be doubly vigilant if the 
trees on your property are 
of the following varieties: 
alder, aspen, birch, cot-

tonwood, red maple or 
willow, as those trees are 
particular favourites of 
beavers. They have been 
known to go after other 
deciduous trees such as 
pines, too. 

Why such variety? Sim-
ple: beavers not only use 
different trees as build-
ing materials, but as food. 
They will consume leaves, 
twigs and inner bark, and  
will then take the branches 
– which are now stripped 
down – to build and 
strengthen their homes. 
Not only that, but beavers 
will take down immature 
saplings, to large, mature 
trees with trunks with a 
circumference of as much 
as 24 inches.

If you take these mea-
sures and find that a bea-
ver remains undeterred, 
call local conservation au-
thorities in to assess the 
situation. They will know 
how to deal with the situa-
tion, so don’t take ma�ers 
into your own hands.

By Greg Nichol



  AUGUST  2014     WHITESHELL ECHO      31              

Good weather, good 
news! It appears 

that summer has final-
ly arrived. After a wet, 
soggy start to July, we 
are experiencing the 
warm sunny weather 
that we have been wait-
ing for. This weather has 
brought the boaters, ski-
ers, tubers, bikers, hik-
ers and sunbathers out 
in abundance. Co�agers 
have been so ready to be 
outdoors!! 

New Lake Director
Good news, impor-

tant news! We have a 
new lake director for Big 
Whiteshell Lake. Meet 
Jacques Nault. Jacques 
and his wife Arlene have 
been vacationing at Big 
Whiteshell Lake for the 
past 20 years and be-
came co�age owners in 
2010. Jacques had retired 
from the City of Winni-
peg where he worked as 
a civil technologist in the 
transportation engineer-
ing field. In retirement 
he continues to be busy 
working for two custom 
home builders as well 
as working on major 
renovations to his cabin. 
Jacques has a huge skill 
set, one of which is sup-
porting all co�age own-
ers of the Big Whiteshell 
as our director. Some of 
his favourite activities 
at the lake are kayak-
ing and hiking (yes, he 
has hiked the Mantario 
Trail). He just loves the 
water. When I asked 
why he became our lake 
director, he did not hesi-
tate to reply that he saw 
a need for someone to 
represent our lake, and 
presently there are major 
issues to be addressed. 
Jacques encourages all 
co�age owners to join 
the Whiteshell Co�agers 
Association. At the very 
least for a mere $25 you 
will be updated and in-
formed of important is-
sues regarding your lake! 
You can find Jacques and 
Arlene at Block 8 Lot 7. 
He encourages you to 

contact him with any 
questions or concerns. 
His email address is jrjn.
jrjn@gmail.com. We are 
very fortunate to have 
Jacques’ voice represent-
ing our lake. On behalf 
of the co�age owners I 
would like to thank you 
for taking on this role! 

Winds Create Havoc
As spring arrived late 

this year, it brought with 
it those darn winds that 
create havoc with the ice. 
And, yes, a few docks 
and decks were twisted 
and moved to give cot-
tage owners their first 
‘project’ of the season. It 
seems that most of these 
have been straightened 
out so that summer 
‘play’ may begin. 

Great Fishing
Fishing has been great. 

Out by Lone Island there 
were so many boats that 
it looked as if they may 
have to install traffic 
lights at the fork in the 
river. That said, everyone 
was very courteous and 
didn’t mind if you were 
fishing just a few feet 
away. We even observed 
a lone fisherman with his 
limit, throwing fish into 
a net of a boat close by. 
How kind is that? 

Share the Park
Sometimes we forget 

that we share our park 
with many creatures. 
This year we have had a 
few sightings of wolves 
very close by. As a mat-
ter of fact we had a huge 
lovely, healthy wolf just 
saunter up our driveway. 
He then just slipped into 

the bush between cabins. 
Another wolf was sight-
ed by co�ages on Block 
4, as well as another on 
the highway by Lone Is-
land. 

It was reported that 
a mother bear and cub 
were wandering around 
block 8 and 9. Just a re-
minder to keep an eye on 
pets and small children. 
Always think safety. As 
we talk about safety...

Rough Roads
I must also address the 

condition of the roads as 
you travel to your co�ag-
es. By now you will have 
noticed the dire condi-
tion of the roads. As the 
province only recogniz-
es Highway 309 to the 
north shore and not the 
road to the south shore, 
you will have to avoid 
the HUGE potholes. 
My solution would be 
to designate the road to 
the south shore as 309½. 
This may give the prov-
ince permission to main-
tain a safe road for park 
users. I hate to belabour 
the topic, but once again 
the Block 4 road to the 
Whiteshell Lake Resort 
is riddled with many, 
(did I say many?) pot-
holes. This creates such 
a dangerous situation for 
families. Children rid-
ing bikes, cars trying to 
avoid the potholes on the 
curves with no clear vi-
sion of on-coming vehi-
cles. The province must 
address this unsafe situ-
ation before an accident 
occurs or a life is lost. I 
know that many have 

called Sean Nedohin ex-
pressing concern. I hope 
our concerns are not fall-
ing on deaf ears! 
Ed Yaworski’s Pot Luck

You know summer is 
well on its way when 
you hear of the annual 
pot luck hosted by Ed 
Yaworski. By all ac-
counts everyone had a 
great time. The food was 
fabulous. And of course 
the community-minded 
host saw to it that every-
one was well-fed, and 
started the summer off 
with a social gathering. 

New Baby Alerts! 
Congratulations to Ed 

and LouAnn Hunter 
for becoming first-time 
grandparents. Carrie 
gave birth to a li�le boy, 
Straith. (Oops, I forget 
dad’s name). 

And congrats to Ed 
and JoAnn Humphries 
on the birth of their latest 
grandbaby. Megan and 
Warren welcomed Char-
lo�e in May.

Happy Retirement 
Congratulations also to 

Dave Gow of Block 1 on 
his retirement from the 
Winnipeg Fire Service. 
We thank him for his 
many years of helping 
to keep our city safe. We 
wish him many relax-
ing, healthy years ahead 
cruising the lake on his 
new pontoon boat! 

Blueberry Forecast
As I close on a blue 

note, a blueberry note 
that is, I have scouted the 
bushes and they do look 
pre�y healthy. They will 
be a li�le later this year, 
but first peeks look pret-
ty hopeful for baskets of 
berries. 

Share a Story
As we play, boat, hike, 

run, jog, walk, drive, 
please be respectful of 
each other as you enjoy 
this beautiful lake of ours. 
Play safe, be safe and....
don’t hesitate to drop by 
Block 4, Lot 16 to say hel-
lo and share a story. 

By Patricia Fulcher

                  Big Whiteshell Lake

You know summer is well on its way when you hear of the annual pot luck hosted by Ed Yaworski.

We had a huge, lovely, healthy wolf just saunter up our drive-
way. He then just slipped into the bush between cabins.  Anoth-
er wolf was sighted by cottagers on Block 4, as well as another 
on the highway by Lone Island. 
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