
I watched on television 
with profound shock 

and sadness the news and 
scenes of Hurricane Irma 
packing record se�ing wind 
velocities, torrential rains 
and storm surges as a Cat-
egory 5 hurricane. It virtu-
ally demolished every land 
mass in its path, from the 
Caribbean Islands to Flori-
da to South Carolina. And 
already having seen the 
footage of devastation in 
Texas from Hurricane Har-
vey, one could not help but 
reflect upon the good for-
tune of living in Manitoba 
this past summer. Environ-
ment Canada announced 
recently that Manitoba had 
the best summer weather 
of any province in Canada 
this year. YES! This incred-
ible summer with lots of 
sun and few, if any, bugs, 
helped co�age owners and 
our other fellow stakehold-
ers wipe out the memory 
of last summer when for-
est fires, torrential rains 
and severe winds crippled 
much of our region for 
stretches of the summer. 
One very lingering and en-
during memory remains of 

Whiteshell Provincial Park 
stakeholders helping one 
another in a time of need. 
There are many stories that 
could be and have been 
told but there continues to 
be a growing sense that an 
atmosphere of optimism 
and the will to work togeth-
er exists between co�age 
owners and park stakehold-
ers. The objective is to enjoy 
the natural beauty of our 
park and to build a spe-
cial cohesive, friendly and 
neighbourly feeling of com-
munity.  Your Whiteshell 
Co�agers Association wants 
and needs your input as 
to how we can continue 
to have park stakeholders 
working together to sup-
port one another and enjoy 
this gift of Mother Nature 
… the Whiteshell Provincial 
Park. I believe it all starts 
with being an active and 
supportive member of your 
Whiteshell Co�agers Asso-
ciation. 

There are many indi-
viduals and organizations 
that have taken the role of 
leadership in our respec-
tive co�age lake neigh-
bourhoods to build this 

community spirit. The lake 
reporters with articles in 
this Echo speak to the many 
activities at their lakes that 
promote this community 
atmosphere and feeling. 
Our Falcon Lake reporter, 
Blair Mineault, does an out-
standing job of a�ending 
and taking photos of local 
activities. Our paths have 
crossed this summer at the 
Falcon Show and Shine 
event, Falcon Fun Fest 
Days and the South East 
Whiteshell Fire Department 
Open House. 

I  have coffee with a group 
of five to 12 long-time local 
co�age owners/friends, six 
days per week, year-round 

at Falcon Lake restaurants 
and coffee locations. I enjoy 
listening to their views, the 
local news and scu�lebu�. 
Last Monday, the group 
celebrated a special birth-
day for Bob Gawne, long-
time co�age owner in Block 
3 and a tremendous friend 
in assisting other co�ag-
ers over the years. Along 
with many other classic 
vehicles, Bob put his classic 
car on display at the Aug. 
19 Falcon Show and Shine 
event, an annual fund-rais-
ing event for the St. Amant 
Center. 
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Whiteshell Cottagers Association 
Photo Contest

Photo above by Terry Wilson of Brereton Lake was the second prize 
winner in the Action Category of the 2016 Whiteshell Cottagers Asso-
ciation Photo Contest. For details and entry form for this year’s con-
test, with more than $700 in prizes, see page 12.

President’s Report
By Ronald S. Smith, WCA President

Continued on page 3
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President’s Report cont’d from p. 1 
On one such  Monday Cor-

ley Sweeting, Laughing Loon 
owner, along with wife Lind-
say, joined our coffee group at 
the Nest. 

Corley and his wife are tireless 
ambassadors creating an active-
Falcon Lake community,  they 
are creative, energetic and in-
novative. Corley arranged with 

our local parks office to build 
the Whiteshell “Busk” Stop in 
the centre of the Falcon Shop-
ping Mall. I personally cannot 
wait to see the entertainment 
this hub will a�ract. Falcon 
Lake Fun Fest Days and Satur-
day movie night are other fam-
ily activities that the Sweetings 
initiated. 

I am aware lakes that hold 
summer picnics such as Star 
Lake and Betula Lake. Our 
provincial park needs more 
of these driving forces that 
take the time to improve the 
quality of life in our park. 

Your WCA Events Com-
mi�ee Chairperson, Cheryl 
Bryant, continues to find out 
about special activities and 
events taking place in our 
park and posting the event 
on our WCA website, www.
whiteshellco�agers.com

New Minister
Unfortunately, our Minis-

ter and friend, Honourable 
Catherine Cox, has moved 
to another cabinet portfolio 
just as we were developing 
a productive and mutually 
supportive relationship. The 
WCA has sent the new Min-
ister of Sustainable Devel-
opment, Rochelle Squires, a 
welcoming le�er and an in-
vitation to continue to write 
a Minister’s Message in our 
Whiteshell Echo. The WCA 
very much values the new 
atmosphere of cooperation 
the Director of Parks, Mr. 
Rob Nedotia�o has brought 
into our communications 
both with our association 
and the new Manitoba Pro-
vincial Parks Cabin Owners 
Association (MPPCOA). It is 
very important to all parties 
that the over-arching Guid-
ing Principle (see above, on 
this page) continues to be the 
basis for all our discussions. 

Notwithstanding the above 
comments, the WCA recog-
nizes that there are challeng-
es and compromises ahead 
to meet the needs and ex-
pectations of all our co�age 
owner colleagues, fellow 

stakeholders and our Pro-
vincial Officials. Meaningful 
consultation before decision 
making and consistency of 
decisions made that affect 
our co�age owners remains a 
work in progress. Examples 
are the current controversial 
application of the policy and 
original intent governing 
public lanes and the use of 
public (now private) docks 
by back tier co�age owners 
and the dispute appeal pro-
cess.

An encouraging example 
of our improving relation-
ship was the decision by 
provincial officials to hold a 
public meeting near the Fal-
con Lake Golf Course where 
plans had been approved to 
build commercial storage 
sheds for local businesses. 
The result of that consulta-
tion was the cancellation of 
the proposed site in favour 
of other possibilities that 
would be less intrusive to lo-
cal co�agers. 

In communicating with our 
Parks Branch, Sue Atkins, 
our Regional Parks Special-
ist provides the following 
status report of activities in 
our Park: 

• Progress has been made 
in the tendering of work fol-
lowing the flood event in the 
South Whiteshell last sum-
mer.  This includes the com-
pletion of additional bog re-
moval from Caddy Lake and 
repairs to hiking and biking 
trails along the Trans Can-

ada Trail.  Currently, addi-
tional tenders are out with 
some having been awarded 
to replace damaged pave-
ment and undertake overall 
repair of numerous gravel 
roads which had undergone 
emergency repairs last year 
to allow public access.

• Staff continue to work on 
the McGillivray Falls hiking 
trail, and with the Water Ser-
vices Board for the repair to 
one of the lagoon cell walls 
that was also damaged in 
the flood event.

• Department staff have 
explored utilizing the pro-
vincial Amphibex to assist 
with the possible dredging 
of the Falcon Lake boat chan-
nels.  Any progress towards 
completing this work in the 
future will be communicat-
ed to those affected channel 
users.

• The South Whiteshell 
Trails Association has been 
actively working with their 
associated bike group on 
upgrades to the two existing 
bike trails within the south 
Whiteshell at Falcon Trails 
(Five of Diamonds) and Cad-
dy Lake (Blue Highway).

• Early indications sug-
gest that a�endance in the 
Whiteshell increased con-
siderably this summer, with 
department staff and local 
concessions acknowledging 
that it was a busy summer in 
the park.
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The Manitoba Provincial Parks 
Cabin Owners Association 

Guiding Principle

The Manitoba Provincial Park Cabin Owners Association (Cabin 
Owners) and Manitoba Parks and Protected Spaces Branch 

(Parks Branch) have established a working relationship based on 
trust, respect and transparency and are to work positively and col-
laboratively in defining an approach to managing the administra-
tion of matters affecting cottagers within provincial parks, including 
the collection of service fees and Crown land rent from provincial 
park cottagers, in a way that is fair and sustainable for all Manito-
bans and provincial park stakeholders. 

The Whiteshell Cottagers Association would like to get member feedback on 
WCA initiatives and services. Please compete our online member survey by 

October 31. The survey link is on the home page of the WCA website at 
www.whiteshellcottagers.com

Continued on page 4
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• Development in 
conjunction with the 
local chamber saw a 
“busk” stop created 
within the Falcon 
Lake mall area and 
movie nights on the 
weekend which were 
a huge success bring-
ing not only camp-
ers but many co�ag-
ers into Falcon Lake 
Townsite for the eve-
ning.

New Doctor
The South Whiteshell 

has a new medical 
practitioner this fall 
at its Medical Centre 
next to the lumber 
yard. Dr. Clare Jae-
ger replaces Dr. Du-
val. Hours for both 
walk-in and booked 
appointments are 
posted on the medical 
centre’s door. 
Tour of Falcon Lake 

Channels
A Falcon Lake chan-

nel boathouse owner, 
Gerald Easterbrook, 
kindly took Alan 
Roberts and I for a 
tour on his pontoon 
boat of both the Block 
10 and Block 13 boat 
channels. The pre-
requisites of owning 
one of these boat-
houses include boat 
handling capabilities 
on a shallow hull wa-
tercraft that allows 
one to negotiate all 
the water lines, roots 
and hazards in the 
channels. We stopped 
short of going com-
pletely through the 
Block 13 channel for 
fear of damaging the 
boat. These channels 
apparently have not 
been dredged since 
the 1950s. We had 
understood that the 
province had planned 
to dredge the chan-
nels with the Amphi-
bex that removed the 
bog from Caddy Lake 
this summer. Dis-
appointingly, latest 
word is that a short-
age of funding will 
not see that project 
being completed this 

fall. 
Voice your Concerns

You are encouraged 
to voice your views 
either to your Lake 
Director (see page 10 
for contact informa-
tion) or as a le�er to 
the editor of the Echo, 
James Buchok, (email 
e c h o @ w h i t e s h e l l -  
co�agers.com) for 
publication in the 
Echo. 

Your Priorities?
If you were asked, 

“what are the top ur-
gent needs for your 
lake?” what would 
they be? I asked my 
Falcon Lake morning 
coffee panel and the 
following were their 
top five:

1. Road construc-
tion, not temporary, 
inadequate patches.

2. Be�er water level 
control.

3. Parks offices be-
ing staffed on Satur-
days and Sundays.

4. Be�er signage on 
the highways to ad-
vertise local services 
and merchants.

5. A new resort ho-
tel.

New Falcon Lake 
Golf Course Pro 

Shop and Restaurant 
If you have not seen 

the design of the new 
Falcon Lake Golf 
Course Pro Shop and 

Restaurant, check it 
out on the next page. 
Apparently, the shov-
els go into the ground 
just before Thanks-
giving. We can all 
look forward to a 
beautiful new struc-
ture for one of the top 
100 golf courses in 
Canada come spring 
2018.

MPPCOA Update
I will close with a 

short update on the 
Manitoba Provincial 
Parks Cabin Own-
ers Association (MP-
PCOA). Since my 
report in the August 
Echo, MPPCOA had 
a productive meeting 
with the Parks Branch 
in August with fur-
ther plans to meet 

Sept. 6. That meeting 
was postponed, as 
somewhat expected, 
because of the brief-
ings needed by our 
new Sustainable De-
velopment Minister 
Rochelle Squires and 
the new Deputy Min-
ister, Mr. Rob Olson. 

At our next meeting, 
key common topics 
for which commi�ees 
are to be formed are: 
Co�age Fees, Co�ag-
ers Handbook and a 
more appropriate ap-
peal process. 

Our first MPPCOA 
Board Meeting of 
2017/18 took place 
September 16 at for-
mer Moose Lake 
COA President Verna 
Danychuk’s co�age 

in the scenic Moose 
Lake Provincial Park. 
(See accompanying 
photos).  Nichola 

Wigle, Moose Lake 
Cabin Owners As-

sociation President, 
did an outstanding 
job of organizing the 
two-day event in-
cluding a tour of the 
co�age blocks, resort 
and camping area lo-
cated on the east and 
west shores. Frank 
and Pat Weiss, Doug 
and Verna Danychuk 
and Jeff and Nichola 
Wigle billeted MP-
PCOA Directors and 
their spouses Satur-
day night. At the Sat-
urday dinner, we had 
the pleasure of meet-
ing and cha�ing with 
other board members, 
all very commi�ed to 
representing the best 
interests of  co�age 
owners (87 of the 90 
MLCOA co�age own-
ers are members) and 
are very encourag-
ing and grateful for 
the role MPPCOA is 
playing in keeping 
co�ages affordable to 
all Manitobans. Un-
fortunately, David 
Martin, newest rep-
resentative from the 
Hecla North Shore 
COA was unable to 
a�end.

Enjoy the Fall
Enjoy your fall cot-

tage experience as 
you enjoy the kaleido-
scope of fall colours 
courtesy of Mother 
Nature. 

Remember to seal 
all co�age cracks to 
prevent unwanted 
cri�ers like mice and 
squirrels, particu-
larly if you do not 
use your co�age dur-
ing the winter, and 
clean eaves troughs 
to prevent ice dam-
ming. Ensure that ev-
erything is safe and 
secure on your prop-
erty so come next 
spring there are no 
surprises.

President’s Report continued from page 3

MPPCOA Executive Council members from left, Nichola Wigle, Secretary; Daniel 
Klass, Fees Committee Chair; Ronald Smith, Treasurer; Jack Elliott, President; Bob 
Johnson and Dean Amundson, Vice President. Missing: David Martin, Director.

Above, Moose Lake Provincial Park entrance. Below, 
a view of the lake.
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New Falcon Lake Golf Course 
Pro Shop and Restaurant

Whiteshell Cottagers Association President Ronald S. Smith reports 
construction is to begin by Oct. 9 and be completed in Spring 2018. 
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South East Whiteshell Fire Department

Thanks to everyone 
who a�ended the an-

nual open house on Aug. 
19 this year. It was a great 
success and all who at-
tended enjoyed it. Here 
are a few pictures from 
the event on a very warm 
summer afternoon.

The fire department 
also participated in the 
Meteor Fest Parade and 
we are pleased to show 
a few pictures from that 
event as well.

Please mark your cal-
endars for the Biannual 
Fireperson’s Ball in June, 
2018 when we expect to 
have our new fire truck on 
display.

By Gordon Greaves

There are now two Pickleball 
courts at the Falcon Lake 

tennis court area. Thanks to the 
cooperation of Harry Brotchie 
and Jeff Heiland, the courts 
have been marked and all play-
ers  are most appreciative. Rac-
quets and balls are available 
for rent if you want to learn to 

play this very popular game 
and it is suggested that a court 
be booked as more players be-
come informed.

We suggest that a contact 
list be established so players 
can communicate and set up 
games. If you wish to have 
your name and phone num-

ber on the contact list, please 
email your name, email address  
and phone number to Nick 
Yacheson  (yacheson@mymts.
net) or Nadine Yacheson 
(nadineyach@gmail.com ). We 
will put a list together and send 
it out to all those who have re-

sponded. Your information 
will not be shared with anyone 
other than those wishing to par-
ticipate. We are hoping that we 
might be able to set up a specific 
time when players will gather 
to play and meet.

Pickleball at Falcon Lake

Ser�ing the Whiteshell
and sur�ounding areas

Above, the annual open house Aug. 19 was well attended and the kids got to try a firehose. Below, the Southeast 
Whiteshell Fire Department participated in the Meteor Days parade.
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As the summer of 2017 
comes to a close, SWTA 

would like to once again thank 
all the generous donors who 
have contributed to our won-
derful trail system through the 
bench program. This year we 
have added an exciting new 
component for mountain bik-
ing and donations to mountain 
bike trails can now be made. 
The “Five of Diamonds and 
“Blue Highway” trails are now 
both supportable through a 
bench purchase. These trails 
are not only world class for 
mountain biking but also are 
excellent for hiking.

We will continue to provide 
an option for general trail de-
velopment and it is noted that 
the main trail system is contin-
ually being upgraded and im-
proved with the help of bench 
purchases and general dona-
tions.

With a minimum donation of 

$5,000 you can have a magnifi-
cent granite bench, crafted from 
rock local to the area, installed 
at a mutually agreed upon lo-
cation along one of the SWTA’s 
trails. If you are already a do-

nor and would like to upgrade 
to a bench sponsorship, please 
get in touch.

Over the past decade, recre-
ational opportunities for cy-
clists, hikers, walkers and skiers 

have been greatly enhanced by 
the development of the South 
Whiteshell trail system. There 
are now 100 kilometers of trails 
in place that interconnect the 
lakes in the area. The entire sys-
tem is part of the Trans Canada 
Trail.

This development is a 
joint initiative of the South 
Whiteshell Trail Association 
(SWTA), Trails Manitoba and 
the Province of Manitoba.  Most 
of the funding has come from 
grants and private donations. 

The benches are a beautiful 
way to remember and honor 
your loved ones. They also 
come with a commemorative 
inscription plaque with the 
wording chosen by the pur-
chaser. To date, 25 of these 
benches have been sold.

If you are interested in ac-
quiring a bench, or for more in-
formation please contact Mur-
ray Coates m.coates@shaw.ca, 
1-204-771-6615 (cell), 204-349-
8562 (co�age) or any SWTA 
board member.

 South Whiteshell Trail Association 
Memorial Bench Program

A granite bench, crafted from rock local to the area, is a way to remember 
and honour a loved one.

By Murray Coates
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Manitoba
Conservation 
Contact Info

District Offices:
Seven Sisters
204-348-4004

Rennie
204-369-3153
Falcon Lake

204-349-2201

Enforcement 
related Inquiries:

North Whiteshell 
(Rennie/Seven Sisters)

(204) 348-4008

South Whiteshell 
(Falcon Lake/
West Hawk)

204-349-6018

Cottage Lot 
Inspectors:

North Whiteshell 
(Rennie/Seven Sisters)

Brandie Gustafson 
204-348-4007

South Whiteshell 
(Falcon Lake/
West Hawk)

Cheryl Mason
204-349-6020
Park Programs 
Adam Collicutt 
204-369-3157

Summer is out, Fall is in!  
Think brisk hikes, spar-

kling days, warm fires, hot 
rum toddies. There is an abun-
dance of activities to enjoy 
during the coming months in 
our beautiful Whiteshell. 

As I write this report, mem-
bership in your Whiteshell Cot-
tagers Association has reached 
2,150.  Thank you members 
for your ongoing support and 
a very big welcome to new 
members.  The Executive and 
Directors of the WCA work on 
your behalf on issues concern-
ing all co�agers, and we aim 
to bring you additional value 
for your membership. 

Events such as the Succes-
sion Planning Seminars this 
past April and September 
were FREE to WCA members 

and both were sell outs! 
Another great reason for be-

ing a WCA member — receive 
‘CONTRACTOR PRICING’ 
AT STAR LUMBER effective 
October 1, 2017. Members are 
required to present their WCA 
membership card as proof of 
membership, when shopping 
at Star Lumber. Discounts 
vary on lumber or hardware. 

The WCA formally thanks 

Star Lumber for their support 
and their kind offer, which 
will help our members in  fu-
ture building projects. 

And more good news  - 
MARKS will be back on board 
offering a discount to WCA 
members come January; stay 
tuned for details.

We would like to get member 
feedback on WCA initiatives 
and services. Please complete 

our online member survey by 
October 31. The survey link is 
on the home page of the WCA 
website at www.whiteshell-
co�agers.com

We are asking you, our 
members, to help us grow. It 
is in all of our best interests to 
strengthen our WCA mem-
bership. If you know of co�ag-
ers who are not members, en-
courage them to become part 
of our united voice and  enjoy 
the many benefits.

Stay informed on all issues 
and breaking news by visit-
ing the WCA website www.
whiteshellcottagers.com 
and following us on Face-
book www.facebook.com/
WhiteshellCo�agers/.

Happy Fall everyone!

WCA Membership Report

By Deborah Seguin 
WCA Membership Chair 

Two More Good Reasons to become a WCA Member!
Receive “Contractor Pricing” at both Star Lumber and 

Total Lighting Sales effective October 1, 2017. Members are 
required to present their WCA membership card as proof 

of membership when shopping at these merchants. At Star 
Lumber, discounts vary on lumber or hardware. The WCA 

formally thanks both these companies for their support and 
the kind offer, which will help our members 

in many future cottage projects.  
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WCA Water Levels & Environment Committee Reports

Water Levels in the 
Whiteshell - July & 

August / 2017

The season started 
out with a very dry 

spring, which pulled the 
water levels down al-
most to fall draw down 
level throughout most 
of the park.  By the end 
of July, most of the lakes 
were nearly back to sum-
mer target level with 
summer rain. However, 
the later part of the sum-
mer revealed other prob-
lems in the level control 
system at Falcon, Caddy 
and Betula Lakes.  These 
problems have been rec-
ognized, and we’re doing 
what we can to correct 
them going forward.

Falcon Lake
The Falcon River 

drained down through 
the winter in synchrony 
with the lake level itself, 
then continued to draw 
down further through-
out the summer – even 
after stop logs were in-
serted into the level con-
trol structure. This was 
partially due to leaky 
stop logs (the control 
structure is seriously de-
formed), but mainly due 
to the highly permeable 
rock weir preventing 
the escape of fish breed-
ing stock through the 
uncontrolled secondary 
drain and compromised 
the marginally effec-
tive control structure by 
sustaining a significant 
discharge rate when 
none was wanted.  This 
rock weir reduced the 
discharge rate last year 
(during the flood), and 
this year it is allowing the 
lake to be drawn down 
when water needed to be 
retained to keep the boat-
house access channels 
on the south shore fully 
functional.  This system 
was ill-considered when 
constructed in 2001 and 
needs to be replaced. 

The Preliminary De-

sign Study for the new 
level control structure is 
supposed to be complete 
by mid-October of this 
year.  It will be an analy-
sis comparing a conven-
tional stop-log control 
structure together with 
dredging the Falcon Riv-
er, with a pumped lake 
discharge together with 
dredging of a new chan-
nel for the Falcon Creek 
to permit diversion of it 
directly into the Falcon 
River. A selection be-
tween these two options 
will have to be made on 
cost, as well as the envi-
ronmental and social im-
pacts of both options.  

Regarding the south 
shore access channels 
(blocks #10 and 12/23), 
Sustainable Development 
now has full use of an Am-
phibex dredging machine, 
and may be convinced to 
put it into service to allevi-
ate the depth problems on 
one or both of these chan-
nel areas.  Discussions are 
ongoing, but we’re hope-
ful of an early resolution 
for the Block #10 access 
channel.  Block #12/23 is 
a more complex set of is-
sues, and is likely to take 
more time.

Caddy Lake
Two Distinct Issues:
1. Low Water Level 

The North Cross weir 

has allowed Caddy 
Lake to drain down to 
winter draw down lev-
els twice so far this year 
since spring break-up. 
Maintaining a higher 
discharge rate from West 
Hawk has helped reduce 
the rate of drawdown, 
but could not prevent it.  
In mid-July, Manitoba 
Infrastructure agreed to 
undertake the Prelimi-
nary Design Study need-
ed to modify the North 
Cross weir to reduce the 
rate of draw down of 
Caddy.  With any luck, 
we’ll see some mitigation 
of this problem within 
the next year or two. 

2. High Water lev-
els:   Regarding Caddy’s 
flood prone situation, 
remedial works to one 
or both railway tunnel(s) 
is needed to alleviate 
the spring flooding situ-
ation. We’ve been in-
formed that there is li�le 
or no legal basis avail-
able to force the railway 
companies to carry out 
remedial works to up-
grade these river cross-
ings. Flooding was not 
an issue before co�ages 
were developed, and 
didn’t become a serious 
issue until the precipita-
tion rates rose enough to 
increase the frequency 
of flooding in the early 

1990s. “In general, the 
proponent who wants to 
make an improvement 
or change to a drainage 
system is responsible for 
the cost of the works. The 
Railway Safety Act has a 
process for resolving dis-
putes for parties want-
ing to undertake railway 
works (ie. widening the 
drainage tunnel(s)) that 
could be used to require 
the railway to allow the 
work to be done, howev-
er, there is no legislative 
authority to require the 
railways to undertake 
the works at their own 
cost.”

At this point our pri-
ority is to determine the 
scope of work and cost 
of the upgrading need-
ed.  A hydraulic analysis 
done by the Province in 
1976 identified the rail-
way tunnels as being the 
bo�leneck causing flood-
ing to occur.  In an effort 
to bring some focus to 
the discussion, our Di-
rector of Parks and Pro-
tected Spaces is inviting 
both railways (CN and 
CP) to work together to 
carry out a study to iden-
tify the scope of remedial 
action needed to alleviate 
flooding on Caddy Lake.  
Hopefully we’ll be suc-
cessful in ge�ing a study 
underway this winter. 

Betula Lake 
Low Water 

Level Issues
Betula suffers from the 

same problem as Caddy 
– a wide flat topped con-
trol weir which allows 
water to drain out of the 
lake very quickly with-
out substantial inflow 
from the Whiteshell Riv-
er to maintain the level.  
Betula has been approxi-
mately 18 inches below 
summer target level most 
of the summer, and water 
quality has suffered as a 
result.  All other lakes in 
the Whiteshell are at or 
near their summer tar-
get level.  Discussion is 
ongoing with Manitoba 
Infrastructure regarding 
a Planning Study similar 
to that currently under-
way on the North Cross 
weir regulating Caddy. 

West Hawk Lake
Note that the fall draw 

down was to have start-
ed on or about Sept. 10 
and will be finished on 
or about Oct. 31.  This is 
a month earlier than past 
years in an effort to re-
duce the risk of ice dam-
age to docks on Caddy 
from late fall rain.  Be 
wary of rocks in Octo-
ber.

Regular Fall Meeting 
with Manitoba 

Infrastructure
We’ll have our regular 

fall meeting with Mani-
toba Infrastructure (who 
manages the water levels 
and control structures in 
the Park) again in Octo-
ber, so if you have any 
comments or concerns 
that you wish to bring 
to our a�ention, please 
bring them forward via 
your Lake Director, (we 
have commi�ee mem-
bers on Betula, White, 
Jessica, Big Whiteshell, 
Brereton, Caddy, West 
Hawk, and Falcon Lakes) 
or contact me directly so 
that we can be sure to 
include them in our dis-
cussions.  Contact infor-
mation for myself and all 
Lake Directors is listed 
on page 10 in this issue 
of the Echo.

By Alan Roberts, Chair, 
Environment 

Committee
and Water Levels 

Committee

Whiteshell Cottagers Association Photo Contest
Photo above by Julia Armstrong of Florence Lake was the first prize winner in the Youth 
Category of the 2016 Whiteshell Cottagers Association Photo Contest. For details and 
entry form for this year’s contest, with more than $700 in prizes, see page 12.
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Barren Lake
Patrick Finley 
204-349-2670 
204-226-8661
patrickfinley10@gmail.com

Don Sleeva
Home (204) 237-3081
Lake (204) 349-8982

Betula Lake
Kerry Davies
(204) 663-6313

Gaeline Delmarque
Home (204) 489-3016
Lake (204) 348-7796

Big Whiteshell Lake
Tannis Fries  
204-348-3880
tfries94@gmail.com
Jacques Nault 
jacquesn29@gmail.com

Brereton Lake
Bill Backman
204-799-5725
ibb@mymts.net

Greg Meade 
c302@mymts.net
Doug Moberg
Home (204) 269-4511
Lake (204) 369-5515
Sharon Philp
Cell (204) 771-7297
sharonphilp@hotmail.com

Brereton Lake (cont’d)
Lorna Spencer
Home (204) 254-8137
Lake (204) 369-5702

Caddy Lake
Joel Kettner
Home (204) 691-2063
Cell: (204) 805-5551
jdkettner@me.com

Robert Stalker
Lake (204) 349-8676

Dorothy Lake
Stan Pogorzelec
Home (204) 668-8153
Lake (204) 348-3282

Eleanor Lake
Ed Enns
(204) 334-8318
edwardenns204@gmail.com

Falcon Lake
Al Bezak
abbezak@shaw.ca
Cell (204) 226-1888

Alison Bonneteau
Alison.Bonneteau@rana-
caregroup.com
Cheryl Bryant
cheryl@tek.ca
(204) 588-7007
Randall Kinley
Cell (204) 228-6507
kinley5@mts.net

Falcon Lake (cont’d) 
Jo-Ann Shields
jojo_shields@yahoo.ca
Lake (Cell) (204) 299-4528

Ronald Smith
ronaldssmith@hotmail.com
Lake (204) 349-8804

Florence Lake
Ian Baragar   
204-782-4580 
204-256-0881
ian.baragar@gmail.com

Nora Lake
Angela Hogan
Home: (204) 866-4398
aghogan@highspeedcrow.ca

Jessica Lake
Pat Love  
204-348-7488

Neil McMillan 
(204) 896-0584
nmcmillan@mymts.net 

Nutimik Lake
Angela Kelsch
home: 204-334-3906
lake: 204-348-2093
akelsch@shaw.ca

Sandra Kline
Cell: (204) 479-2025
sandrakl@mymts.net

Nutimik Lake (cont’d)
Brenda Trach
Cell: (204) 510-3911 
btrachl@shaw.ca

Pointe du Bois
Maureen  Taylor  
tmkanga1@shaw.ca

Red Rock Lake
Rick Emslie
Home (204) 227-4694

David McNeil
Home (204) 489-3508
Lake (204) 348-7510

Shirley Rempel
Cell: 204-688-1164
Home: 204-895-1164 
shirleyrempel415
@hotmail.com

Star Lake
Igor Pesun 
204-803-6229
pesun001@mymts.net 

West Hawk Lake
Richard Babyak
Home (204) 475-4996
Lake (204) 349-8406

Patty Caron
Lake (204) 349-8513
Cell: (204) 781-7043
ppcaron@mymts.net 

West Hawk Lake (cont’d
Daniel Klass
Lake (204) 349-2606
klass6@gmail.com

Sylvia Magyar  
204-996-9378 
sylvia.magyar@gmail.com

Dan Myk
Home (204) 889-4561
Lake (204) 349-8320
dannmyk@hotmail.com

Alan Roberts 
Home: (204) 888-9578 
Lake: (204) 349-2361 
aroberts4@shaw.ca

White Lake
Gary Kennedy
(204) 254-2300
garykennedy@mymts.net

Deborah Seguin 
(204) 772-0647 
ecarriere@shaw.ca

HONOURARY
DIRECTORS
Warren Barnard
John Biglow 
Harry Meneer
Tom Walker
Ed Wilson

Board of Directors Whiteshell Cottagers Association Inc. 2017-2018
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Motor Vehicle Collision - 4
Traffi  c Off ence Charges - 7
Provincial Statutes - 4
Disturbing The Peace - 2
Service Of Legal Document - 1
Other Theft Under $5000  -  3
Theft Of Car  -  1
Mischief - Damage To 
Or Obstruct Enjoyment Of Property  -  6
Fraud - 1
Abandoned Vehicles - 1
Suspicious Persons/vehicle/property  -  2
False Alarms  -  4
Items Lost/found  -  3
Assist General Public - 2

An Open Le� er To:
The Honourable Kelvin Goer� en
C-2 275 Main St.
Steinbach, MB
R5G 1Y9

Aug. 12, 2017

Dear Kelvin,

As a subscriber to the Carillon Newspa-
per I read with interest your column in 
the Aug. 10, 2017 paper.

My permanent residence for the past 
20 years has been at Falcon Lake. The 
previous NDP government had badly 
overlooked this part of the Whiteshell 
Provincial Park. The residential streets 
and co� age block roads and especially 
the South Shore Road are beyond fi x-
ing. Many people have encountered 
very expensive repairs to the under car-
riage of their vehicles.

In your article you mention 188 proj-
ects including not only streets and 
backlanes but also campground roads.

Since the NDP increased our lease 
fees these repairs are long overdue. We 
should not be overlooked and I would 
appreciate a reply on your action plan.

Yours truly,
Warren Barnard
Falcon Lake

cc: D. Smook, MLA
 Whiteshell Co� agers 
 Association

 Letter to The Editor

Falcon Beach RCMP 
Statistics for August 2017

Provided by Cst. Jeff Morran, Falcon Beach RCMP

No time for summer projects? �
Almost time to close cottage?

Then call  “Reno’s by Len”
Job done for spring opening ☺

Len Urbanski 204-333-5617
Rennie,Mb.
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You can write for the 
Whiteshell Echo

We welcome contributors from across 
Whiteshell Provincial Park — 

students to seniors. 
Contact the editor at

echo@whiteshellcottagers.com

The 2017 
Whiteshell 
Cottagers 

Association 
Photo 

Contest 
will award 
more than 

$700 in 
prizes.

For details 
and entry 
form see 
page 12

Use of fireworks 
and sky lanterns 

is prohibited
 in Whiteshell Provincial Park 
and all of Manitoba’s Parks
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Rules for Waste Disposal In The Whiteshell
Garbage Cages: Only household waste. No leaves or grass clippings are to be put into or outside of the cages.
Recycle Bins: Glass (lids removed and separated), tin cans (you can leave the labels on), milk/juice cartons, all plastics (remove the lids on drink bottles), alumi-
num foil/cans, paper, cardboard (flattened boxes). Place sharps in a glass container and label sharps. Recycling should be placed in clear bags.
Fish Remains: Take to fish cleaning stations at Brereton Campground, Jessica Boat Launch, White Lake Campground, Lena Island Boat Launch, North Shore 
Big Whiteshell, South Shore Big Whiteshell, Betula Lake, New Nutimik Campground, Old Nutimik Campground, Osapiskaw Campground and Otter Falls Camp-
ground.
Human Waste: Public water dumping stations are located at Otter Falls, Nutimik, Big Whiteshell, and Brereton. Lagoons accessible to the public are located at 
Dorothy, Big Whiteshell, Brereton, West Hawk and Falcon.
Transfer Stations: Separate your items before coming to the site. All vehicles must report to the onsite staff to document required information. There are separate 
disposal areas for appliances, brush, concrete, fish remains, glass, household garbage, plastic, rubber, scrap metal, shingles, building materials, yard/slash gar-
den waste, paint and aerosol cans. 
Demolition Materials: Please separate clean materials from contaminated when hauling materials. Materials from structures larger than three metres by three 
metres and concrete larger than 1.5 metres by 1.5 metres must be hauled to the Whitemouth-Reynolds North Whiteshell Facility.
White Goods: (Refrigerators, freezers and air conditioners): These are accepted at the transfer stations without being decommissioned. Please see the attendant 
when dropping off these items.
Brush: All brush should be taken to the transfer station as soon as possible and should not be stored on your lot or on public reserve. Brush piles are a fire hazard 
and can attract nuisance wildlife such as raccoons and skunks to your property.

Whiteshell Transfer Stations Hours and Locations
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There was plenty hap-
pening out on the 

mountain bike trails in 
the South Whiteshell this 
summer. This year SWTA 
was successful in receiv-
ing two big grants to help 
with mountain bike trail 
development. A grant 
from Manitoba Commu-
nity Services Council to 
purchase trail-building 
equipment, and another 
from Mountain Equip-
ment Co-op specifically 
to develop the Blue High-
way Route. The extra 
cash has been enhancing 
the trail work immensely, 
however volunteers are 
always still needed and 
welcome. Below is a li�le 
report from the two sister 
riding areas about what 
has been happening this 
summer.

Blue Highway
The Blue Highway 

mountain bike route 
is located near Caddy 
lake on Highway 44. 
The trailhead is easy to 
find, its first switchback 
rising just up the road 
from the Caddy Lake Re-
sort. It is also a beautiful 
hike! This amazing ride 
is almost completely on 
granite slab and takes 
you through some really 
breathtaking terrain. The 
trail building goal this 
year is to make the Blue 
Highway Route rideable 
by a wide range of riders 
from novice to expert. On 
the more technical sec-
tions we are developing 
optional bypasses that 
take a gentler route. Lots 
of work has been put into 
upgrading the switch-
backs with granite stone 
to help with erosion pre-
vention.

Five of Diamonds
The Five of Diamonds 

route at the Falcon Ridge 
Ski Slopes and Falcon 
Trails Resort was linked 
together two and a half 

years ago by local resi-
dents and mountain bike 
enthusiasts Sco� and 
Chris Benson. Since then 
the 2 Tyred Builders, have 
been improving the trails 
by increasing signage, 
building wood decking, 
adding more technical 
challenges and making 
them more sustainable 
and long-lasting. With 
the mantra of ‘if we build 
it, they will come,’ it has 
been a great work in prog-
ress. The chalet parking lot 
at the ski slopes has never 
been busier as more peo-
ple discover and enjoy the 
trail improvements. Local 
Falcon businesses Lum-
ber One Building Supplies 
and the Falcon’s Nest Cafe 
have been supportive with 
generous discounts on 
tool purchases and volun-
teer trail building lunches. 
More focus has been put 
on increasing the number 
of easy, intermediate and 
advanced trails to accom-
modate a wide range of 
riding abilities. The star 

a�ractions thus far have 
been the intermediate and 
advanced features which 
provide local riders with 
an experience they previ-
ously had to travel out of 
province for. Novice rid-
ers can come to brush up 
on their skills with the 
new skills area that is un-
der development as well 
as the easier trails. Or ride 
right to the fun challenges 
found on the Roller Coast-
er, No Limits (Sponsored 
by No Limits Internet Ser-
vice), or the classic Top of 
the World trails. Moun-
tain bike enthusiasts are 
pining for more and the 2 
Tyred Builders are set to 

deliver!
2 Tyred Builders

The 2 Tyred Build-
ers are hosting multiple 
trail-building days this 
fall open to anyone who 
wants to see the trail and 
help out. No experience 
is necessary, and all lev-
els of physical ability are 
welcome.

Want to help us build 
trails in the Whiteshell?
Send an email to 

therhinochiro@gmail.
com to be put on our mail-
ing list for updates and 

upcoming trail-building 
days. 

You can also check out 
our 2 Tyred Builders 
facebook group to stay 
updated with pictures, 
videos, and commentary 
on the work that has been 
going on. 

Downloadable GPS 
maps for all the trails in 
the South Whiteshell can 
be found at Trailforks.
com or by downloading 
the FREE Trailforks App. 

See you on the trails!

SWTA Summer Mountain Bike Update

By Robert Champagne
Cris Labossier 

and 
Caleigh Christie

This year SWTA was successful in receiving two big grants to help with mountain bike trail development.

With the mantra of ‘if we 
build it, they will come,’ 

the Whiteshell mountain 
bike trails have been a 

great work in progress.
To join the trail building 
effort send an email to 

therhinochiro@gmail.com 
to be put on our mailing 

list for updates about up-
coming trail-building days. 
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Nutimik Lake 

What a summer we 
had and now fall 

is in the air.  This sum-
mer, the weather was 
great, the food was good 
and the company was 
even be�er. I found my 
favorite summer meal; 
a seafood boil, which I 
made many times.  It is 
so good, we even laid it 
out on newspaper on a 
picnic table and we all 
dug in.  This summer, 
my girls spent so much 
time at the lake, they 
called it ‘the summer 
of Rorie and Addison.’ 
It was hard for them to 
return to the routine of 
school, bedtimes and 
not swimming every 
day.  Rorie, Addi and 
their friend Leah set up 
a loom bracelet stand.  
They came up with the 
idea, made posters and 
made the bracelets all 
by themselves. They 
raised $98 and donated 
all of it to Ronald Mc-
Donald House.  

Kevin Howie 
Fundraiser

Nutimik lodge or-
ganized a fundraiser 
for the Kevin Howie 
Search and Rescue Me-
morial Fund.

The owners of Nu-
timik Lodge, Carole 
and Dale, wanted to 
do something to raise 
money for the fund, 
and they did just that.  
They organized an af-
ternoon of fun and food 
for all.  They sought out 
donations for hotdogs, 
buns, drinks and chips, 
there was a 50/50 draw 
and of course a band, 
which got the crowd 
up dancing through 
the whole afternoon.  
Many people brought 
blankets and chairs to 
sit on and enjoyed the 
whole day, while oth-
ers came and went as 
they pleased.  It was a 
wonderful event which 
raised a total of $2,800 
that was donated to the 
fund.  There are plans 
already in the works 

to have this same event 
next year.  A special 
thanks goes out to all 
who volunteered their 
time for set up, clean 
up, organizing park-
ing, advertising, bar-
bequing and ticket sell-
ing. Thank you to all 
the businesses that do-
nated Sysco, Winnipeg 
Old Country Sausage, 
Kub Bakery, Old Dutch 
Potato Chips and Frito 
Lay.  I can’t wait till 
next year!

Annual Nutimik 
Lawn Dart 

Tournament
The annual Nutimik 

Lawn Dart Tournament 

was hosted on the Au-
gust long weekend by 
Angie Kelsch of Block 
1, Lot 44. The winners 
of the A Side final were 

Shirley Dudeck (Ni-
agara On The Lake) 
and Gord Hurl (Lac 

By Kerri Pleskach

From left, Karson Adam and Max and Lucas Kelsch. 

Continued Next Page

From left, Addi, Rorie and Leah thought up a loom bracelet 
stand, made posters and the bracelets, and raised $98 for 
Ronald McDonald House.  

The seafood boil, enjoyed by family and friends.

Lucas Kelsch and the experience of catching his first fish.

Shirley Dudeck and Gord Hurl, 
A side lawn dart winners.

Arlene McGleish and Michael 
Bockstael, winners of the 
lawn dart tournament.
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Nutimik Lake (Continued From Page 18) 

Du Bonnet). The B Side 
was won by Arlene Mc-
Gleish (Block 4, Lot 19) 
and Michael Bockstael 
(Block 1, Lot 18). The 
2017 Championship 
was won by Arlene 
McGleish and Michael 
Bockstael.  Congrats to 
the winners!  This An-
nual tournament has 

been going on for over 
20 years and hosted by 
different people each 
year.

Here, fishy,
fishy, fishy!

Lucas Kelsch, with 
the help of his dad, 
Justin, caught his first 
fish on July 4 at Nu-
timik.  Within minutes, 

he hooked a walleye. 
Lucas was a part of 
the whole process; the 
catching, the fileting, 
the cooking and the 
very best part, the eat-
ing!  Are you wonder-
ing where he caught 
this fish?  Well, a fish-
erman never tells his 
secrets!   Great job Lu-

cas, you made grand-
ma proud!

Lucas, his brother 
Max and their friend 
Karson Adam had 
many fun days on the 
beach together and 
even managed to carry 
their boat back to the 
cabin all by themselves.  
Look at those muscles. 

(See picture).
Get In Touch

As  always, please 
email me any news, 
updates or information 
that you would like to 
share, and I will add it 
to my article My email 
is kerrilaw@mymts.
net.  

Nutimik Lodge Fundraiser For  Kevin Howie Search And Rescue Fund
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Welcome everyone 
to this October is-

sue of West Hawk Lake 
news. A lot has happened 
this great summer and it 
seems everyone is happy. 
I have had a busy August 
with many relatives here 
from Toronto and Winni-
peg, and when they were 
here they caught all the 
fine weather.

 Neighborhood News
Bingo has finished for 

the summer and with re-
cord a�endance. Accord-
ing to Sam Sexton, who 
does the calling, there was 
one game in August with 
more than 380 people at-
tending. 

Leach Family
On another note Dr 

Cliff Leach and wife Gail 
returned home to White 
Bear Lake, Minn. July 31, 
and his sister Alison and 
husband Rick and fam-
ily were my neighbors for 
the rest of the summer, 
On one fine day in August 
they had almost 30 cous-
ins, children, friends and 
other relatives on the dock 
and in the water — great 
to see and we had such a 
good August. 

Clancy Retires
I have been informed 

that Clancy McKeckern 
with Parks at West Hawk 
Lake has now retired – all 
the best to you and your 
family Clancy!

Condolences
On a sad note I learned 

that June Birdsell passed 
away on July 8 and is now 
with her husband Robert 
(usually called Chuck). 
Our condolences to the 
family. The children have 
taken over the co�age 
which is great as it stays in 
the family. Also I under-
stand that John Ziemans-
ki passed away earlier this 
summer. Our condolences 
to Laurie and the family.

Big Winners
Talking to Kevin Hen-

wood of West Hawk 
Marine, the winners of 
the Yamaha Waverun-
ner were Neul MacKin-
non and Marcy Veris on 

the July draw. Kevin also 
wants to thank friends 
and family that a�ended 
his 50th birthday party in 
Falcon Lake – congratula-
tions for making it this far 
Kevin. 

New Principal
I was also told that we 

have a new principal at 
Falcon School, Mr. Dereck 
Janssen and a new teacher, 
Tracy Drimes. Welcome 
and good luck you two!

 A Li�le History
Dorothy Ernst at Mc-

Dougal’s Landing called 
me the other day to advise 
that she and husband Jim 
just celebrated their 50th 
wedding aniversary AND 
their 50th aniversary of 
owning the cottage. They 
invited all the neighbours 
in their bay over to cel-
ebrate. Congratulations to 
both of you! Dorothy also 
noted she has spent 70 
years at West Hawk, the 
first 20 in the trailer park 
with her family. I should 
also note that the Leach log 
cottage two doors south of 
me was built in 1945 and 
the Booth (McCharles) log 
cabin on the point  out front 
was built in the late 20s be-
fore the highway came to 
West Hawk.

 Noisy Boats
and Seadoos

It seems that our bay, 

Li�le Indian Bay, is 
popular with boaters on 
seadoos, usually on week-
ends, running circles and 
turns and speeding. The 
noise is very annoying 
let alone the danger from 
such high speed. They 
seem to come here from 
the marinas to show off. 
Our residents feel that 
they should go to the big 

bay just to the south. This 
is also true for some boat-
ers pulling children on 
tubes and plastic rafts. If 
any readers have an op-
portunity please remind 
these operators of the dan-
gers and annoyance they 
cause which is remedied 
by going south to the next 
bay where there are no 
residents.

 
Boating Accident

On a Friday in early Au-
gust a water skier took 
a spill not far from the 
front of our place. My 
neighbours, Gil and Les-
lie Toshack saw this hap-
pen. After a short while it 
was obvious that the skier 
was in trouble and his girl 
friend was in the water 
helping him. Gil jumped 
in his boat to help and 
found the skier couldn’t 
move his hands or legs. He 
towed the couple slowly 
to the beach and Leslie 
brought down warm wa-
ter as the skier was shiver-
ing and cold. The fire de-
partment had been called 
and arrived within a half 
an hour. The skier was 
placed on the stretcher, 
taken across the lake and 
an ambulance took him 
to the St. Anne’s hospital. 
We have not heard any 
more of the incident and 
would like to know how 
the young gentleman 
made out. Also we must 
give the fire department 
many kudos for arriving 
so promptly – thank you 
volunteers.

 Firehall Open House
I should also note that 

I a�ended the Firehall 
Open House Sat., Aug. 19 
from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
There was very good at-
tendance and Fire Chief 
Bruce Morrison was 
pleased. Among the vol-
unteers was firefighter 
Sco� Benson demonstrat-
ing the use of the high 
pressure hose to many 
young future volunteers.

 Business Hours
Mason Plumbing – 8 

a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays, 
phone 204-349-2034 for 
emergencies.

Mason Jar – 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Mon. to Sat., for new 
fall hours call 204-349-2672

Black Bear Power Prod-
ucts – 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon. 
to Fri., 9 to 4 Sat.

West Hawk Marine – 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon to Fri., 
12 to 5 Sat.

West Hawk Lake

By John Bell

Dorothy and Jim Ernst at McDougal’s Landing celebrated their 
50th wedding aniversary and their 50th aniversary of owning the 
cottage. 

Continued next page

Volunteer firefighter Scott Benson demonstrates the use of the high pressure hose with a young 
future volunteer at the Southeast Whiteshell Fired Department Open House Sat., Aug. 19 
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Big Whiteshell Lake

Well another sum-
mer at the lake has 

passed, and what a sum-
mer it was! Tons of warm 
(hot) sunshine and boun-
tiful blueberries. Blueber-
ries were so awesome 
some people were pre-
dicting very fat, content 
bears this year. 

Long Summer
Co�agers were on the 

water early this year and 
still playing on and in the 
water in September. An 
abundance of water lov-
ers were out and about in 
kayaks, on wake boards, 
in paddleboats, pontoons 
and seadoos. 

One co�ager wanted 
me to remind people to be 
kind and respectful of na-
ture. Chasing the seagulls, 
ducks and birds with your 
watercraft will chase our 
feathered friends away. 
Fun for you? Not so much 
fun for the birds. I can’t 
imagine how I would feel 
if someone was chasing 
me with their boat. Yikes, 
trauma for sure!

Recycle Bins
By now I am sure you all 

have your new blue recy-

cle bins. Thanks to Jacques 
and Tanis for making sure 
everyone who wanted 
one received one. What a 
team. Vicky Borgstom of 
Lot 11, Block 5 really loves 
her bin. She shared that the 
larger blue recycle bags fit 
nicely in the bin and a�ach 
to the sides with the larger 
black office clips. Thanks 
for the tip, Vicky.
New Speed Limit Signs
Jacques continues to 

keep us abreast of the 
Whiteshell Co�agers As-
sociation  news. New 
speed limit signs have 
been posted along the 
South Shore Road. Por-
tions of the road appear 
to be okay, however some 
spots are not suitable for 
the 50 mph limit. The 
gravel roads are also our 
‘sidewalk.’ Flying stones 
and dust just make the 
road unsafe. Jacques has 
asked the district office to 
review the limits in light of 
the danger. Another area 
that requires much need-
ed a�ention is the Block 4 
road to the store. I wanted 
to submit pictures, but 
you all know how bad it 
is! This road is truly an ac-
cident waiting to happen. 
There are so many deep 
potholes, it is a danger 

to cyclists, walkers, cars, 
trailers, etc. Until we get 
the help of the park to fix 
areas of concern, please 
exert common courtesy, 
slow down and be safe! 

New Minister
A new Minister of Sus-

tainable Development has 
been named. It seems this 
portfolio is a difficult one 
as the ministers change as 
often as socks! I am confi-
dent that the new minister 
will work diligently with 
our association to address 
the needs of the park, to 
keep it the beautiful, safe, 
affordable haven of enjoy-
ment it was always meant 
to be.

Weddings and Babies
Marriages and births 

always mean more folks 
out at the lake. July 8 saw 
not only a union of hearts, 
but lakes as well. Big 
Whiteshell laker Devon 
Shymko, son of Curtis 
and Cindy, tied the knot 
with White Lake’s Amy 
Jorgensen, daughter of 
John and Leanne. Many 
will recall Devon literally 
flying on a tube behind 
the blue boat, and Amy 
from her days tending 
tables and bar at Brererton 
Lake Resort. It is amazing 
how the Whiteshell has a 

way of bringing people 
together. Best wishes to 
the couple for many more 
happy years enjoying the 
beauty of the Whiteshell.

Congrats also to James 
Fulcher and Jacqueline 
MacDonald on the Au-
gust 5  birth of Owen Pat-
rick Fulcher. It appears 
Block 4 has been hit with 
a baby boom with three 
babies that I know of this 
year and one more on the 
way. 

Condolences
We also offer condo-

lences to the Baerg family 
of Block 8 on the passing 
of Jacob who was a long 
time camper and co�ager 
at Big Whiteshell. As well 
we offer condolences to 
the Nykoluk family on the 
passing of Joyce.

Autumn at the Lake
As we close the doors on 

summer, we are remind-
ed of the splendor that 
autumn offers at the lake. 
Some are closing down 
cabins for the upcoming 
winter, while others are 
busy chopping wood and 
stacking wood piles. 

Snow Clearing Fees
On the September long 

weekend your block rep-
resentatives came around 
to collect snow clearing 

fees if you are a winter 
co�ager. Please get this to 
your block representative 
or Ed Yaworski as soon 
as possible. Please don’t 
hesitate to email me if 
you need information on 
where to send a cheque.

Summer Library
A big thank you once 

again to Liberty (South 
Shore Store) for her sum-
mer lending library. A 
good book is always just 
five minutes away, even 
when you are at the lake!

Message in a Bo�le
I haven’t forgo�en about 

our mystery message in a 
bo�le. I do know that the 
original writer did come 
into the store. I would love 
for that person, or a par-
ent of that person to email 
me. A message in a bo�le, 
what fun!

Contact Me
Well that’s all folks. I am 

looking forward to warm, 
cozy, crackling autumn 
fires, and the oranges, reds, 
and yellows of the leaves. 
And as always I am hop-
ing to hear from you with 
stories and news of our 
wonderful Whiteshell. 
Keep warm, keep safe.

patfulcher26@gmail.
com

By Pat Fulcher

Keystone Esso Store 
– 8 a.m.  to 8 p.m. Mon. 
to Thur.,  8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Sat., 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sun.

High Point Restaurant 
– 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Mon. 
to Sat., 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Sun.

Nite Hawk Café – 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Oct 1 to 5, 9 
a.m.  to 8 a.m. Oct 6,  full 
Thanksgiving dinner on 
weekend.

West Hawk Lake Resort 
– 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mon. to 
Thurs., 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat., 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Sun.

CBC Store – Mon. to 
Wed. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,  
Thurs. to Sat. 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Post Office 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. weekdays.

Transfer Station –  10 

a.m. to 6 p.m. Thurs. to 
Mon. until Nov 1, Tues. 
Thurs. and Sat. 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. until Mar 31.

Falcon Doctors Office 
– phone 204-349-2529

 Fish Hatchery 
According to Kevin 

Dyck at the hatchery they 
have about 550,000 brook, 
brown and rainbow trout 
in the tanks. About 75 per 
cent will be stocked this 
fall in surrounding lakes 
and in the spring they 
will be stocking the lakes 
with pickerel. He stated 
that there were many 
tours of the hatchery this 
summer, also that the 
bridge to the hatchery is 
mostly finished.

 Some Scientific Facts
1. Feet have about 

500,000 sweat glands and 
can produce more than a 
pint of sweat a day – no 
wonder my socks get 
wet!!

2. Your body gives off 
enough heat in 30 min-
utes to bring two quarts 
of water to a boil.

3. The tooth is the only 
part of the human body 
that cannot repair itself.

4. The human brain can 
hold about five times as 
much information as an 
encyclopedia and uses 
20 per cent of the oxygen 
that enters the blood-
stream.  It interprets pain 
from parts of the body 
but itself cannot feel pain.

 Water Level Report
The province brought 

in the Amphibex unit  

to Caddy Lake in early 
August. The unit will re-
move floating bog pieces 
to reduce the likelihood 
of obstructing the tun-
nel at the north end of 
Caddy Lake. The bog is 
being hauled to the boat 
launch and then hauled 
to an approved disposal 
site.  Alan Roberts, chair-
man of the Whiteshell 
Cottagers Assocoation 
Lake Level Committee, 
reports that the fall draw 
down of West Hawk may 
be delayed but should be 
completed by the end of 
October. (See the full re-
port on page 9). The lake 
is already down a little 
from normal due to water 
required in Caddy Lake 
– Caddy is low due to the 

dry summer, a big change 
from last year! Alan also 
noted that the Amphi-
bex did not come to clear 
Falcon block 10 access as 
expected – he is checking 
why, otherwise lake levels 
are about normal.

 In Closing
In closing I must say 

that many who I talked 
to had no information for 
this edition but did state 
that everything went 
well this summer – that 
is good news. Please con-
tact me at 204-349-2994 or 
by email at Ve4ol@yahoo.
ca  (where the o and l are 
le�ers) if you have infor-
mation for the next Echo 
edition.

West Hawk Lake continued from p. 20
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Juicy Champagne Turkey
Makes 20 Servings  ● Ready in 3 hours and 20 minutes

Ingredients 
2 tablespoons dried parsley 
2 tablespoons ground dried rosemary 
2 tablespoons rubbed dried sage 
2 tablespoons dried thyme leaves 
1 tablespoon lemon pepper 
1 tablespoon salt 
1 (15 pound) whole turkey, neck and giblets removed 
2 stalks celery, chopped 
1 orange, cut into wedges 
1 onion, chopped 
1 carrot, chopped 
1 (14.5 ounce) can chicken broth 
1 (750 milliliter) bottle champagne

Directions
1. Preheat an oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Line a 
turkey roaster with long sheets of aluminum foil that will be long 
enough to wrap over the turkey.
2. Stir together the parsley, rosemary, sage, thyme, lemon pep-
per, and salt in a small bowl. Rub the herb mixture into the cavity 
of the turkey, then stuff with the celery, orange, onion, and carrot. 
Truss if desired, and place the turkey into the roasting pan. Pour 
the chicken broth and champagne over the turkey, making sure to 
get some champagne in the cavity. Bring the aluminum foil over 
the top of the turkey, and seal. Try to keep the foil from touching 
the skin of the turkey breast or legs.
3. Bake the turkey in the preheated oven for 2 1/2 to 3 hours until 
no longer pink at the bone and the juices run clear. Uncover the 
turkey, and continue baking until the skin turns golden brown, 30 
minutes to 1 hour longer. An instant-read thermometer inserted 
into the thickest part of the thigh, near the bone should read 180 
degrees F (82 degrees C). Remove the turkey from the oven, 
cover with a doubled sheet of aluminum foil, and allow to rest in a 
warm area 10 to 15 minutes before slicing.

Thanksgiving Day Salad
Makes 20 Servings ● Ready in 8 hours and 15 minutes 

Ingredients 
2 cups water 
1 (6 ounce) package strawberry flavored Jell-O mix 
1 (10 ounce) package frozen strawberries, thawed 
1 (16 ounce) can whole cranberry sauce 
1/2 cup chopped pecans 
8 leaves lettuce 
1 (3 ounce) package cream cheese, softened 
1 cup sour cream 
1/3 cup white sugar 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 

Directions
1. Boil the water and combine with the strawberry flavored gelatin 
mix in a medium bowl. Mix in the strawberries, cranberry sauce 
and pecans. Transfer to a 2 quart mold. Chill in the refrigerator 6 
to 8 hours, or overnight.
2. Place the molded gelatin mixture on a serving plate and sur-
round the base with lettuce leaves.
3. In a medium bowl, mix the cream cheese, sour cream, sugar 
and lemon juice with an electric mixer until well blended. Use this 
mixture as a topping for each serving of salad.

Southern Italian Thanksgiving Stuffing
Makes 12 Servings ● Ready in 2 hours

Ingredients
1 1/2 pounds bulk Italian sausage 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
6 ounces pancetta bacon, diced 
2 onions, chopped 
7 large stalks celery, chopped 
4 cloves garlic, minced 
6 cups day-old French bread, cut into 1/2 inch cubes 
3 cups crumbled cornbread 
1 1/2 tablespoons rubbed dried sage 
1 1/2 tablespoons poultry seasoning
1 teaspoon salt                       
1 cup toasted pine nuts 
4 cups chicken broth 
2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese 
1/2 cup butter 
2 tablespoons chopped fresh sage 
1 ounce shaved Parmesan cheese

Directions
1, Preheat an oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C). Grease a 
deep 9x13 inch baking dish or roasting pan.
2, Heat a large skillet over medium-high heat and stir in the sau-
sage. Cook and stir until the sausage is crumbly, evenly browned, 
and no longer pink. Drain and discard any excess grease. Place 
the browned sausage into a large mixing bowl.
3. Meanwhile, heat the olive oil and pancetta in a large skillet 
over medium heat. Once the pancetta begins to brown, stir in 
the onions and celery, and cook until the onion softens and turns 
translucent, about 8 minutes. Stir in the garlic, and cook another 3 
minutes until the aroma of the garlic 
mellows.
4, Scrape the onion mixture into the 
bowl with the crumbled sausage. Add 
the French bread, cornbread, dried 
sage, poultry seasoning, salt, and 
pine nuts; stir well. Pour in the chick-
en broth and mozzarella cheese; 
stir until the chicken stock has been 
absorbed by the bread and the stuff-
ing is evenly mixed. Pack the stuffing 
into the prepared baking dish, and 
dot the butter overtop. Cover with 
aluminum foil.
5. Bake in the preheated oven for 45 minutes, then remove the 
foil, and continue baking until the top has turned golden brown, 
about 15 minutes more. Sprinkle with the fresh sage and shaved 
Parmesan cheese to serve.
.

WHAT’S COOKING? hAPPY tHANKSGIVING!

 
Send Us Your Favourite Cottage Recipes! Email echo@whiteshellcottagers.com
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Cream Corn Like No Other
Makes 8 Servings ● Ready in 15 minutes

Ingredients  
2 (10 ounce) packages frozen corn kernels, 
thawed 
1 cup heavy cream 
1 teaspoon salt 
2 tablespoons granulated sugar 
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 
2 tablespoons butter 
1 cup whole milk 
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
1/4 cup freshly grated Parmesan cheese

Directions 
In a skillet over medium heat, combine the corn, cream, salt, 
sugar, pepper and butter. Whisk together the milk and flour, and 
stir into the corn mixture. Cook stirring over medium heat until the 
mixture is thickened, and corn is cooked through. Remove from 
heat, and stir in the Parmesan cheese until melted. Serve hot.

Hardy After-Thanksgiving Turkey Soup
Makes 16 Servings ● Ready in 1 hour and 55 minutes

Ingredients  
1 turkey carcass 
1 cup butter, cubed 
1 large onion, chopped 
2 large carrots, diced 
2 stalks celery, diced 
1 cup all-purpose flour 
2 cups half-and-half 
4 ounces fettuccine, broken into 2-inch pieces 
1/4 cup prepared stuffing, or more to taste 
2 teaspoons salt 
1 teaspoon chicken bouillon granules 
3/4 teaspoon ground black pepper 
1 pinch poultry seasoning, or to taste

Directions 
1. Place turkey carcass in a large pot or Dutch oven and cover 
with water. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat to medium, cover, and 
simmer for 1 hour. Remove carcass and allow to cool. Separate 
turkey meat from the bones. Cut meat into bite-size pieces; dis-
card bones. Reserve about 12 cups turkey broth in a large bowl. 
Save remaining broth for another use.
2. Melt butter in another large pot or Dutch oven over medium 
heat; cook and stir onion, carrots, and celery in melted butter until 
tender, about 5 minutes. Stir flour into vegetable mixture; cook and 
stir until smooth, about 5 minutes. Gradually stir in about 1/3 the 
reserved turkey broth. Bring to a boil; cook and stir until thickened, 
about 2 minutes.
3. Stir remaining turkey broth, turkey meat, half-and-half, fettuc-
cine, stuffing, salt, chicken bouillon, pepper, and poultry seasoning 
into half-and-half mixture. Reduce heat to medium-low, cover, and 
simmer until noodles are tender, about 10 minutes more.

Thanksgiving Meatloaf
Makes 12 Servings ● Ready in 1 hour and 15 minutes

Ingredients  
2 1/2 pounds ground turkey 
1 1/2 cups chicken-flavor stuffing mix 
2 eggs 1/3 cup milk

Directions 
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
2. Mix together turkey, stuffing, eggs, and milk in a large bowl. Mix-
ture will be lumpy. Spread mixture in 9x5 inch loaf pan.
3. Bake for 1 hour until temperature reads 165 degrees F in center 
of loaf.

Granny’s Pumpkin Roll Dessert
Makes 10 Servings ● Ready in 1 hour

Ingredients  
3/4 cup all-purpose flour 
1 cup white sugar 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice 
1 cup pumpkin puree 
3 eggs 
1 teaspoon lemon juice 
2 tablespoons confectioners’ sugar 
1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese, softened 
1/4 cup butter 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 cup confectioners’ sugar

Directions 
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C). Grease and 
flour a 9x13 inch jelly roll pan or cookie sheet.
2. In a large bowl, mix together flour, sugar, baking soda, and 
pumpkin pie spice. Stir in pumpkin puree, eggs, and lemon juice. 
Pour mixture into prepared pan. Spread the mixture evenly.
3. Bake at 375 degrees F (190 degrees C) for 15 minutes.
4. Lay a damp linen towel on the counter, sprinkle it with confec-
tioner’s sugar, and turn the cake onto the towel. Carefully roll the 
towel up (lengthwise) with the cake in it. Place the cake-in-towel 
on a cooling rack and let it cool for 20 minutes.
5. Make the icing: In a medium bowl, blend cream cheese, butter, 
vanilla, and sugar with a wooden spoon or electric mixer.
6. When the cake has cooled 20 minutes, unroll it and spread icing 
onto it. Immediately re-roll (not in the towel this time), and wrap it 
with plastic wrap. Keep the cake refrigerated or freeze it for up to 2 
weeks in aluminum foil. Cut the cake in slices just before serving.

WHAT’S COOKING? hAPPY tHANKSGIVING! 

 
Send Us Your Favourite Cottage Recipes! Email echo@whiteshellcottagers.com
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Well, summer has 
come to an end. 

Sad for many of us and 
a busy time for those 
parents of children go-
ing back to school. Af-
ter a cool rainy spring 
and July, Mother Nature 
blessed us with wonder-
ful weather for all of Au-
gust. Hot, sunny days on 
end and cooler evenings 
to keep the bugs down. 
Lucky for all those that 
had their holidays in 
August. We were literal-
ly mosquito-free during 
daylight hours. It was a 
relief to be out at dusk 
relatively comfortably 
without having to apply 
essence of citronella or 
Off all over our bodies 
and doing that strange 
‘swa�ing mosquitoes’ 
dance.

Lack of Rain
We did need some rain 

however, as despite wa-
tering my gardens on a 
daily basis, large cracks 
were appearing in the 
earth. The forest fire risk 
was extreme at times, 
but luckily there were no 
issues to report. Water 
levels on the river have 
been close to record 
lows according to many 
longtime co�agers in 
the area. We have been 
seeing rocks along the 
shoreline and further out 
that haven’t been seen 
for many years. I’m sure 
there were many props 
and lower ends on boats 
damaged this summer 
due to rocks appearing 
where they are not nor-
mally seen or just hid-
den under the surface 
of the water. Thankfully 
we had a deluge of rain 
just prior to the Labour 
Day long weekend (of 
course), so the water 
levels went up a bit, the 
grass and gardens were 
happy and more impor-
tantly the fire risk in the 
park had been reduced.

Kids here 
from England

Our son Rob along 
with his wife Gemma 

and our granddaughters 
Celia Rose, 4, and He�ie-
Lou, 1,  came over from 
England and spent the 
month of August with 
us. The girls were able to 
meet their Uncle Dustin 
and Auntie Nancy and 
their cousin Ma�hew, 
1½,  for the first time. 
With the great weather, 
they were able to enjoy 
the outdoors and experi-

ence the beauty and ac-
tivities of the Whiteshell. 
They experienced ca-
noeing, paddleboating, 
tubing, pontoon boat 
rides as well as their first 
roasted marshmallows 
over the fire. They saw 
a beaver, river o�ers, a 
blue heron, our red fox 
Taffy, and eagles flying 
low over our deck. Ce-
lia Rose is sure she even 

saw a bear. He�ie-Lou, 
was mesmerized by the 
hummingbirds at our 
feeder, voraciously feed-
ing for their long flight 
south. She saw how ter-
ritorial they become as 
they jockey for positions 
on the feeder. It remind-
ed me of the old TV 
show The Jetsons as they 
zoomed so rapidly back 
and forth. What won-

derful memories they 
had to take back home 
with them! It was sad to 
see them go, but Grand-
ma and Grandpa were 
pre�y bushed. I have to 
admit it was pre�y nice 
to get up to a quiet cup 
of coffee the following 
morning.

Barrier Bay 
Bird Release 

Once again, the An-
nual Barrier Bay Bird 
Release, hosted by Erica 
and D.J. Seales of Barrier 
Bay Resort, was a great 
success. Proceeds from 
this event are donated to 
the Prairie Wildlife Re-
hab Centre (PWRC). Its 
mandate is to treat in-
jured or orphaned wild-
life and return it to their 
natural habitat. It was a 
fun event for the whole 
family. Face painting, 
games, bouncers and 
slides and of course the 
popular candy scramble 
for all the kids. The Si-
lent Auction, 50/50 draw 
and of course the baking 
table were popular with 
the adults. Everyone 
enjoyed the hot dogs, 
french-fries and the va-
riety of drinks that were 
available for purchase. 
Parks interpreters were 
also on hand with a dis-
play and to supervise 
the making of bat hous-
es and to answer any 
questions that might 
arise regarding bats. 
The main a�ractions this 
year were two Kestrels, 
a hawk-like bird, that 
were released. What a 
thrill for two local chil-
dren, Kiera St. Onge and 
Jackson Godfrey who 
had a really close up en-
counter with these birds. 
Kiera released the fe-
male kestrel and Jackson 
released the male kes-
trel back into the wild. 
Thank you again to Lisa 
Tretiak from the PWRC 
who was so informative 
in talking about the Kes-
trels and also about the 
great work done by the 
centre.

Barrier Bay

By Linda Vosper

Kiera St. Onge and Jackson Godfrey released a female and a male kestrel back into the wild at 
the Annual Barrier Bay Bird Release.

Continued on next page

Whiteshell Cottagers Association Photo Contest
Photo above by Kay Wagener of Dorothy Lake was the first prize winner in the Ac-
tion Category of the 2016 Whiteshell Cottagers Association Photo Contest. (Original 
photo was submitted in colour). For details and entry form for this year’s contest, with 
more than $700 in prizes, see page 12.



Erica and DJ would 
like to thank everyone 
who made this event a 
success; the silent auc-
tion donors for the fan-
tastic prizes, the cor-
porate sponsors, the 
bakers who donated 
their wares to make 
the long line-ups at the 
bake table worthwhile 
and of course to all the 
volunteers who helped 
with the cooking, set up 
and teardown. A com-
munity event such as 
this would not be suc-
cessful without all these 
people. Thank you for 
taking the time on a 
long weekend to come 
together and make this 
a fun event for all, but 
also to raise funds for a 
worthy cause. As co�ag-
ers and residents of the 
Whiteshell Provincial 
Park, we value and are 
protectors and ambas-
sadors for the park and 
for the wildlife living in 
the park.

Welcome
I would like to wel-

come Val and Gord Hil-
debrand to the Barrier 
Bay community. Val and 
Gord both grew up in 
Manitoba but have lived 
in the United States for 
the past 14 years. Both 

are recently retired and 
have built their home 
here in the Whiteshell 
to reconnect with family 
and friends and to rees-
tablish their Manitoba 
roots. They have two 
daughters, both current-
ly a�ending university.  
Val and Gord look for-
ward to ge�ing to know 
their Barrier Bay neigh-
bours. I would also like 
to welcome our new 
neighbours Phyllis and 
Suzanne. Phyllis previ-

ously enjoyed a co�age 
at Betula Lake for nine 
years. The love of the 
Whiteshell made her de-
cision to buy at Barrier 
Bay easy when the time 
came to purchase anoth-
er co�age. Welcome to 
you both.

Condolences
Our thoughts go out to 

Karen and Doug Petrick 
and family on the loss of 
Karen’s stepfather, Rev-
erend Donald I. Miller, 
who passed away on 

August 7. Doug and 
Karen’s mother Terry 
enjoyed many years at 
the family co�age in 
Barrier Bay.

Welcome, Fall
Well, September has 

reminded us the fall is 
here. We are seeing a 
hint of yellow on the 
trees and our willows 
have already started to 
shed their leaves. The 
nights are cooler and the 
days are ge�ing shorter 
and we are looking for-

ward to seeing the beau-
tiful autumn colors.

If you have any funny 
stories, sad stories, fu-
turistic stories, or any 
story you want to share, 
give me a call, email or 
pop in for a cup of cof-
fee.

Your Roving Reporter
Linda Vosper
204-348-3718
linda-lu@xplornet.com     
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Barrier Bay continued from page 24

You can write for the
 Whiteshell Echo

We welcome contributors from across 
Whiteshell Park 

from students to seniors.
Contact the editor at

  echo@whiteshellcottagers.com

On Sat., Sept. 2, Block 
19 at Falcon Lake 

held its annual block 
party and pig roast. 
This gathering has been 
an ongoing tradition 
for more than three de-
cades. Originally start-
ing at the McLean’s, the 
second year’s party was 
hosted by the Meneer’s 
but moved back to the 
McLean’s in the third. In 
year four it moved again 
to the Iwankow’s and 
starting in the fifth year 
the group of co�ages in 
the cul-de-sac graciously 
agreed to host the party 
there where it has since 

remained.
 This year, 23 co�ages, 

more than 160 adults 
and nearly 30 kids were 

in a�endance, one of the 
largest turnouts to date. 
The festivities started 
with corn-on-the-cob fol-

lowed by the pig roast. 
Everyone contributed 
with salads and des-
serts, and the kids had a 

special treat; a sweet bar 
provided by the Rich-
ardsons. The kids had 
a blast with sack races, 
bobbing for apples, flip-
ping cups, donuts on a 
string and the always 
popular candy scramble. 
The highlight of the kids 
games, resurrected after 
more than 20 years, was 
the bear hunt led by Rod 
D’argis.

The evening ended 
with an outdoor kid’s 
movie shown on a cot-
tage wall and a small 
bonfire in the centre of 
the cul-de-sac. An enjoy-
able time was had by all; 
a great way to end the 
summer.

Falcon Lake Annual Block 19 Party

By Cheryl Bryant

More than 160 adults and nearly 30 kids attended the gathering on Sept 2, one of the largest 
turnouts to date. 



By the end of August 
the first signs of fall 

were advancing, but it 
had been a great month 
for summer fun. Our 
block saw a lot of action 
on lot 23, as the Radcliffe 
place had been sold and 
was being renovated, to 
be ready for the wedding 
of Samantha Swanlund 
and Dan Kuchlund. That 
story will be shared in the 
December Echo.

Swanlund Corn Roast 
Revival

As if the whole fam-
ily had not been busy 
enough with the renova-
tion and the wedding, 
all the neighbours on the 
block received invitations 
for the Swanlund Corn 
Roast Revival a week 
later. Held on Sept. 2 at 
the Kuchlund co�age it 
was a fine evening as the 
people kept on arriving. 

Guests, toddlers and 

teens, parents and grand-
parents made for a live-
ly multi-generational 
crowd. There was plenty 
to eat and people kept 
on mingling and talk-
ing, reminiscing or get-
ting aquainted. Children 
played and even the dogs 
were having a great time. 
Pictures of the last corn 
roast held in 1986 were 
passed around bringing 
back fond memories. 

Pat and Peter Swan-
lund, Tom’s parents, 
for many years hosted 
Swanlund’s Annual 
Corn Roast on the Sep-
tember long weekend. 
Pat would get the whole 
family involved, with the 
kids wrapping bu�er in 
cheese cloth, and Peter 
boiling the corn in the 
large old wash tub over 
a camp fire.  A big thank 
you to Tom and Julie, and 
Samantha and Dan for re-
viving the tradition, and 
hosting this event which 
was so well received.
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Dorothy Lake

By Inge Scholte

Who Says You Can’t Go Home Again?

Over the past 50 years 
my family has called  

Whiteshell Provincial 
Park our summer home.  
Our love affair with the 
Whiteshell began at Big 
Whiteshell Lake where 
we spent our summers.  
In 1986 my parents Dave 
and Yve�e Pearson sold 
the tent trailer and bought 
a co�age at Dorothy Lake.  
To this day my father still 
spends as much time as 
he can at the co�age. 

When dad was a boy 
he spent his summers in 
O�ermere, Ont. which 
is a small community of 
co�agers and retired folk 
located along the Canadi-
an National Railway line 
in northwestern Ontario. 
To this day the only way 
into O�ermere is by train, 
boat or ATV. When Dad 
was young CNR had 
train service called The 

Camper Special which 
ran from Winnipeg every 
Friday and returned on 
Sunday.  Around 1947, 
my grandfather Charlie 

Pearson was working for 
the CNR and purchased 
a co�age property on the 
lake and thus began my 
father’s love affair with 

O�ermere Lake.
Fast forward to August 

2016; we were at the cot-
tage at Dorothy when  
Dad was sharing memo-

ries about O�ermere and 
proclaimed that he was 

By Tracey Pearson

At left, we stopped where the original cottage used to be and saw the log shed that Dave, his dad and brother built.  At right, 
next stop was where dad recalled Mr. Hurley’s store used to stand. 

Continued on page 31

Some things never change, like a good corn roast. Above is a scene from 1986, photo from 
Jim Beckstead. Below, the get together held this past Sept. 2, picture by Heather Beckstead.
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Falcon Yacht Club 
(FYC) members 

had a good sailing year 
this summer. The Club 
grounds have recov-
ered from all the dam-
age caused by the big 
rain storms of 2016. This 
year the weather was 
generally cooperative 
and a good number of 
new members were ac-
tive in the weekend rac-
es. The only thing limit-
ing the weekend sailing 
was the occasional lack 
of wind.

Grounds Upgrades
During the summer 

of 2016, club members 
spent a lot of time fixing 
the grounds, but this 
year the club was able 
to get back to the regu-
lar schedule of races on 
most weekend days, in-
terspersed with special 
events to get everybody 
out on the water; young 
kids, new sailors and 
experienced racers.

Learn to Sail
In mid-summer, in 

the Learn to Sail for 
children, kids between 
seven and thirteen years 
old were taught to sail 
li�le Optimist boats, 
which they can handle 
on their own.

Province-Wide Events
FYC hosts events or-

ganized by the Mani-
toba sailing association 
for sailors from across 
the province.  Members 
of the Manitoba Sailing 
team came in the spring 
and late summer to FYC 
to practice and to join 
in the races.  This year 
FYC hosted the junior 
training and champion-
ship rega�a, as well as 
the Falcon Cup in Sep-
tember for Masters Sail-
ors, dinghy sailors on 
the ‘racing circuit’ and 
Optimists.

For older kids and 
adults, the club orga-
nizes another “learn to 
sail” in a variety of dif-
ferent boats,  for one or 

two people, to suit the 
interests of those par-
ticipating. This is an 
opportunity to try out 
sailing, and many peo-
ple who take the course 
later join the club to be 
able to do more sailing.

For Experienced 
Sailors

There are three events 
for all club members 
who know how to sail; 

1. The Ice Cream Cup 
is an afternoon sail 
down to Falcon Beach 
to buy ice cream cones;

2. The Round the Is-
lands Race has boats 
follow a long course 
around most of the is-
lands in the lake;

3. The Poker Derby is 
a fund-raiser where the 
number of cards in each 
player’s hand is deter-
mined by how many 
buoys they went around 
in an allo�ed time.

For those who enjoy 
racing, there are three 
coveted trophies; 

• One for the skipper 
who does best overall 
in the regular weekend 
races;

• One for the sailor 
who demonstrates most 
improvement over the 
summer, and; 

• One for the winner 
of the Commodore’s 
Cup rega�a in August.

Sixteen boats enjoyed 
good winds for this 

year’s Commodore’s 
Cup on Aug. 19.  After 
three races, Craig Bak-
er won the cup sailing 
his Laser.  The winner 
of the overall trophy, 
which includes the re-

sults of as many as 14 
races, and the winner 
of the most improved 
sailor trophy will be an-
nounced at the Club’s 
annual meeting in No-
vember. 

For more information 
about the Club’s activi-
ties, check out our web-
site at: www.falcony-
achtclub.ca.

From the 
Falcon Yacht Club

Falcon Lake Yacht Club — A Great Season

Above and below, sailors compete in the Commodore’s Cup.

Craig Baker is the winner of the 2017 Falcon Yacht Club Commodore’s Cup.



What a great sum-
mer!  After the 

unfortunate events of 
the 2016 summer season 
with forest fires, flooding 
and power outages,  this 
summer brought a relief 
of beautiful weather, calm 
days, and even a li�le less 
buzz from those pesky 
mosquitos. Parks staff, 
Manitoba Hydro crews, 
and your local businesses 
have spent hundreds of 
hours over the last year 
working to repair damage 
caused by these events. 
Their incredible efforts 
and hard work does not 
go unnoticed by the local 
community. 

As we all prepare for 
the winter months, here 
is a recap of what’s been 
happening.

Lake Traditions
With hundreds of cot-

tages, homes, and camp-
sites around Falcon Lake, 
I’m sure there must be an 
abundance of family and 
neighborhood traditions 
celebrated throughout 
the year. For my family 
it would be our annual 
Christmas in July. With 
our family spread across 
Canada and the United 
States, summer is our 
time to spend together. 
Our kids look forward to 
decorating the Christmas 
tree, opening gifts, and 
together with us adults, 
we all look forward to a 
delicious turkey dinner at 
the end of the day.

Every summer one 
large group of about ten 
families come out from 
Niverville to camp for 
two weeks. One of their 
favourite activities while 
in Falcon Lake is hanging 
out together on the beach. 
You will know who they 
are when you stumble 
across their oversized 
beach towel marked “Re-
served.”

This following tradi-
tion takes a lot of effort 
by its participants. Fami-
lies from Blk 3, 6 11, and 
12 have a yearly tradition 

of swimming across the 
lake. This year marked 
the 4th annual event that 
included all ages of swim-
mers, canoeists and kay-
akers. Now that’s some-
thing that we should all 
get involved with!

Busking at the Lake
A Busk Stop has 

popped up in town. Look 
for the sign in the centre 
court of the shopping cen-
tre. All are welcome, pro-
vided you have the cour-
age to perform in front of 
crowds. Share your talent 
with the community, and 
step up to the Busk Stop 
the next time you’re in 
town. 

Summer Events
The Flea Market a�ract-

ed sellers and vendors 
from all over Manitoba 
and the local commu-
nity. There were about 
fifty tables of cool things 
from books, clothes, cot-
tage signs, crafts and so 
much more. I found my-
self a good stainless garlic 
crusher, and picked up 
some summer reading 
by local author Carl Har-
rison.

Show and Shine
The second annual 

Show and Shine took up 
the main strip in front of 
the shopping centre, with 
a mix of hot rods, muscle 
cars, classic cars, and even 
a beautiful wooden boat 

and retro camping trailer. 
There was live entertain-
ment and a visit by the 
RCMP Dive Team. 

Kid’s Fishing Derby
The Kid’s Fishing Der-

by in Faloma brought 
out some young anglers 
again this year for some 
afternoon fun of hang-
ing out at the marina and 
building their skills catch-
ing fish from shore. 

The Great Trail Event
The Great Trail now 

stretches from coast to 
coast. On Aug. 26 a cele-
bration happened in town 
to honour the hardwork-
ing volunteers, donors 

and partners that contrib-
uted to the construction 
of the South Whiteshell 
portion of the Trail. There 
was live music, some 
tasty pulled pork and 
great stories and presen-
tations. A big shout out to 
Shawn Ke�ner for the in-
volvement in organizing 
the day’s events.

The South Whiteshell 
Trail was established in 
and around 1995 when 
parks approached the 
local chamber with an 
idea to develop a trail 
around town. This idea 
really took off when Alec 
Young indicated that the 

community needs to take 
the trail much further. 
Today there is about 100 
kms of trail in the South 
Whiteshell. This is a good 
thing considering trails 
are now the number one 
leisure activity in the 
Park.

Gary Turnbull who 
is the current president 
of the South Whiteshell 
Trail Association could 
not stress enough how 
partnerships with orga-
nizations like Manitoba 
Sustainable Development 
and Mountain Equip-
ment Coop have contrib-
uted to the momentum of 
trail expansion.

This community has 
been very fortunate to 
have so many commit-
ted volunteers come out 
on a regular basis to work 
on trail construction and 
maintenance. One exam-
ple that was appreciated 
by the trail association, 
was to have local co�ager 
Mark Wiebe lend his ex-
cavator, time and exper-
tise to development on 
this great trail. (See more 
trail news on page 15).

Fire Department 
Open House

The South East 
Whiteshell Fire Depart-
ment held its annual open 
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Falcon Lake

Continued on 
next page

By Blair Mineault

Families from Blk 3, 6 11, and 12 have a yearly tradition of swimming across the lake. This year 
marked the 4th annual event that included all ages of swimmers accompanied by canoeists and 
kayakers. 

During our big annual gathering to celebrate Christmas in July, the extended family makes its pres-
ence known at Falcon Lake Beach.



    OCTOBER 2017 WHITESHELL ECHO  29    

house in August. A great 
opportunity for the com-
munity to meet some lo-
cal heroes, get training 
on the handling of fire 
extinguishers, and pick 
up numerous informa-
tion packages on co�age 
safety tips. It was a great 
time for the kids, espe-
cially when they had the 
chance to practice their 
firefighting skills.
Community Volunteers

The community’s mas-
cot, the Canadian Beaver, 
is a symbol of hard work, 
and represents the efforts 
of volunteers who con-
tribute so much of their 
time and energy to this 
community.  Warren and 
Jocelyn Barnard are two 
of those incredible hard 
working volunteers.  I 
had the opportunity to 
sit down with the two of 
them at their co�age on 
the north shore, where 
they have been perma-
nent residents for over 20 
years. 

Their volunteer efforts 
go as far back as 1969 
when Warren first be-
came a lake director for 
the Whiteshell District 
Association (now known 
as The Whiteshell Co�ag-
ers Association). Warren’s 
involvement stretched 
beyond 40 years and in-

cluded a term as presi-
dent of the WCA, plan-
ning the WDA’s annual 
picnic near Rennie, and 
the hard work he put 
into ge�ing the support 
of Parks and other agen-
cies to create a winning 
policy for co�agers on 
holding tanks and septic 
systems in the park.

Outside of the co�age 

association Warren was  
an RCMP Auxiliary Con-
stable which involved 
participating in traffic 
stops, guarding at the lo-
cal lock-up and co�age 
watch.

Since 1994 Jocelyn has 
been involved in many 
capacities with the South 
East Whiteshell Fire 
Department including; 

acting as secretary, and 
spending many hours 
involved in fundraising 
efforts and seeking out 
donors. After retirement, 
Jocelyn became involved 
with se�ing up a local 
youth justice commi�ee 
that lasted for many suc-
cessful years. 

Together both War-
ren and Jocelyn remain 
involved in the commu-
nity while still remain-
ing focused on making 
everyone’s lake experi-
ence in the park be�er. 
Their passion for com-
munity volunteerism has 

even rubbed off on their 
daughter Alison, who 
just recently became a 
WCA Lake Director for 
Falcon Lake.

Working at the Lake
My daughter Emily ob-

tained summer employ-
ment in Falcon Lake for 
the first time this past 
summer. This makes her 
the third generation in our 
family to do so, after her 
grandmother and myself. 
It was a great summer 
experience for her work-
ing at Sco�y’s, building 
customer service skills, 
and earning some much 
needed cash for the school 
year. For those interested, 
some businesses are al-
ready taking applications 
for summer 2018. 
Lots To Do This Winter 

The colder months 
will soon be here. Our 
a�ention will revert to-
wards winter activities 
like cross country skiing 
on the South Whiteshell 
Trail, curling and skat-
ing at the community 
club, sledding on miles 
of groomed trails, ski-
ing and snowboarding 
at Falcon Ski Ridge, and 
so many more activities 
throughout the park. 
See the Whiteshell Com-
munity Club’s website 
for more information on 
upcoming events and ac-
tivities, or follow Falcon 
and West Hawk Lakes 
on Facebook for regular 
updates on events and 
volunteer opportunities. 

Falcon Lake continued from page 28

Kids had a chance to practice their firefighting skills at the South East Whiteshell Fire Department  
annual open house in August.

Warren and Jocelyn Barnard have been long-serving volunteers in the community, and have been 
permanent residents of Falcon Lake for more than 20 years. 

My daughter Emily is the third generation in our family to work 
her way through summer at the lake, after her grandmother 
and myself. 
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Intrepid Cottager: The Birds and the Bees and the $%!! Wasps!

Fall can be a beauti-
ful time out at the 

co�age. The weather’s a 
bit cooler and for many 
people it’s a welcome 
change after a hot sum-
mer. The leaves on the 
trees are changing co-
lour and life tends to be 
a li�le quieter with kids 
back at school and a re-
turn to a more routine 
schedule.

On the other hand, it 
can be more difficult – 
sometimes, near-impos-
sible  – to sit outdoors 
and enjoy your deck, or 
a meal outside with your 
favourite beverage due 
the unwelcome presence 
of an insect that goes 
from being active in the 
summer to hyperactive 
in the fall: wasps.

Why are wasps so ag-
gressive in the fall? 

Simply, the queen 
wasps have stopped 
laying eggs, prompting 
worker wasps to switch 
from collecting insects, 
— a source of protein, for 
the queens — to finding 
and collecting sweets in 
the form of secretions 
from plants and fruit for 
their own consumption. 

Come fall, these wasps 

only have a few weeks to 
enjoy themselves, gorg-
ing on the sweet treats 
before they meet their 
bi�er end and die off at 
the first hard frost. (Feel-
ing sorry yet?)

Question is, what can 
you do in the meantime 
to keep those pesky 
wasps away from your 
veranda and deck while 
you finish your summer 
reading or grill some 
burgers and enjoy the 
last of the good weath-
er?

Here are some tips to 
keep wasps away from 
your co�age to minimize 
encounters this fall:

• Inspect your cot-
tage’s exterior to iden-
tify cracks, crevices or 
openings.

• Check windows, 
doors, siding, eaves and 
fascia boards.

• Examine roof joints 
and behind chimneys.

• Check spots where 
utility pipes, plumbing, 
wires or cables enter the 
co�age.

• Seal all exterior 
cracks, crevices, gaps 
and holes with a quality 
silicone or latex caulk.

• Repair or replace 
torn window and door 
screens, or weather 
stripping.

• Install or repair 
screens in roof soffit 
vents.

• Trim back trees, 
shrubs and bushes.

• Remove any non-ac-
tive nests near the cot-
tage.

• Store garbage, green 
bins and recycling bins 
away from the cottage; seal 
them with tight covers.

• Regularly clean gar-
bage cans, green bins 
and recycling containers 
to remove sugars and 
proteins to prevent at-
tracting wasps.

• When eating out-
doors, keep food sealed 
or covered, and clean up 
drink spills right away.

Some people recom-
mend placing a cup 
filled with pop or fruit 
juice well away from eat-
ing areas to draw wasps 
away.

Another way to mini-
mize wasps is to buy 
traps you can put fruit 
juice or pop into. Con-
structed so wasps can 
get in but not out, they 
can also be employed 
around the perimeter 
of your co�age to mini-
mize the presence of the 
nasty insects.

Remember, wasp 
stings are painful, and 
can even cause allergic 
reactions severe enough 
to lead to death.

Take these precau-
tions, and there’s a good 
chance you’ll be able to 
enjoy fall at your co�age 
without being bothered 

by pesky, sweet-seeking 
wasps.

Most importantly, 
you’ll be keeping your 
kids, pets – and yourself 
– out of harm’s way to 
prevent being stung. 

That’s something no 
one wants to endure 
when they’re trying to 
enjoy precious time out 
at the lake!

In most people, a wasp 
(or yellowjacket) sting 
produces an immedi-
ate pain at the site of the 
sting. There will be local-
ized reddening, swell-
ing, and itching. Ice or 
analgesic creams often 
relieve the symptoms.

If You Are Stung
1. Apply cold water or      
ice in a wet cloth 
2. Lie down 
3. Lower the stung arm 

or leg 
4. Do not drink alcohol.

Some people experi-
ence an allergic reaction 
to yellowjacket venom. 
Allergic (anaphylactic) 
shock can be fatal if un-
treated. Symptoms usu-
ally occur 10-20 minutes 
after a sting but may ap-
pear up to 20 hours later. 
If you experience any of 
the following symptoms 
after being stung, obtain 
medical aid immediate-
ly.

Symptoms Of 
Allergic Reactions

• Hives
• Widespread swell-

ing of limb
• Painful joints
• Wheezing
• Faintness

By Greg Nichol
If a wasp nest is far from the cottage you could consider just leaving it alone. But if you must have it 
removed it is likely best to call a professional exterminator.

Next Echo 
Deadline is 

Nov. 1, 2017, 
for the 

December 2017 
issue

Contact
The Editor

at
echo@whiteshellcottagers.com 
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Camp Nutimik: What Camp Taught Me This Summer 

As of January 1, 2017, 
I was given the op-

portunity to become the 
Executive Director of 
Camp Nutimik. It was 
a privilege for me to be-
come part of a Christian 
camping ministry that 
has been operating since 
1954. That’s almost six 
and a half decades of 
having children, youth 
and adults come and 
experience the beauti-
ful Whiteshell Provincial 
Park.

In August of this year, I 
was privileged as well to 
celebrate my 65th birth-
day – yes, I’m an “old 
guy” who has the great-
est job in the world!  I get 
to hang out with young 
people on a daily basis 
for about three months…
and I get paid to do it!  
Wow!

I understand that when 
they hired me it was be-
cause of my experience 
in the financial field as a 
banker, ministering as a 
pastor for over 25 years 
and being directly in-
volved in camping min-
istry on a full time basis 
since 2011. So, I think I 
came to this position with 
a level of expertise. But 

being a life-long learner, 
I learned more than I 
taught this summer. Let 
me tell you about some 
of the things that camp 
taught me.

It Takes A Team
The first lesson that was 

reaffirmed to me was that 
it takes a team to make 
camp work for the ben-
efit of those who come to 
Camp Nutimik. There is 
no greater lesson that we 
need to learn and re-learn 
than the lesson of working 
together for the benefit of 
something bigger than 
ourselves. There is just 
something about invest-
ing in the lives of others 
that creates an empower-
ment and strengthening 

that will not happen in 
any other way. There are 
no “just” jobs or positions 
in a camp like Camp Nu-
timik. There is no “I’m 
just working in the dish 
pit” or “I’m just a house-
keeper,” etc. Each person 
is a vital cog in the wheel 
that makes a ministry like 
Camp Nutimik viable 
and an exciting place to 
come as a camper and/or 
a staffer.

Camp is No Picnic
The second lesson that 

was reaffirmed for me 
was that camp work is 
tough, but our staff is re-
silient and creative. It’s a 
lesson that I saw our staff 
pass on to the campers. I 
think particularly of those 

days when rain hindered 
the plan for the day, and 
the staff creatively com-
ing up with new plans 
that worked in amazing 
ways.  One of the ways 
that happened was when 
cabins were turned into 
theme rooms and per-
forming stages among 
other things. I saw staff 
accomplish tasks that 
seemed at times over-
whelming, and the em-
powerment that came 
with the accomplish-
ment. I also saw that with 
our new Bike Expedition 
Camp. The campers trav-
elled some 212 kilometers 
in the Whiteshell over the 
course of five days. An 
amazing feat!

Beauty of Nature
There was another ex-

perience that was totally 
new for me this summer 
and that was to see how 
even something like a 
moth can be a beautiful 
thing. During our last 
week of camp, the glow 
of the Luna moths in the 
trees looked like the stars 
had come down to earth. 
It was an amazing sight 
on a dark clear summer’s 
night to see these usually 
grotesque creatures bring 
such beauty to bear. It 
was something that I had 
never seen before and I 
was in awe of the beauty.

Old Dog Learned
They say that it’s hard 

for an old dog to learn 
new tricks. Well, maybe 
that’s true, but from my 
perspective, this old dog 
learned a whole lot at 
Camp Nutimik this sum-
mer. Thanks to all the 
hard working staff who 
made summer camp a 
great success. Thanks 
to all the campers who 
came and experienced an 
amazing time during the 
time they were at camp. 
Thanks to all the parents 
who entrusted their chil-
dren and youth to us so 
that they could experi-
ence new opportuni-
ties for growth. We look 
forward to even greater 
things in the future!

By Wayne Eisbrenner 
Executive Director, 

Camp Nutimik 

There is no greater lesson that we need to learn and re-learn than the lesson of working 
together.

Who Says You Can’t Go Home? continued from page 26 
returning once again 
while he could “still 
walk.” In short order Dad 
had chartered a plane for 
a trip back to his boyhood 
playground.  

On Aug. 27 we hit the 
road to the Lac du Bon-
net airport. We boarded 
the Adventure Air turbo 
O�er and took off to take 
Dad back home again.

As we were circled the 
lake looking for a place to 
land, we caused quite the 
commotion.  During de-
scent, we noticed people 
gathering on their docks 
to watch the plane as it 
touched down and taxi 
to a large enough dock 

on the north shore where 
where we tied up.  As 
we exited the aircraft we 
were greeted like celebri-
ties, minus the red carpet.  
We were met by Paul Gos-
selin, Kenneth Cox and 
Bonnie and Ron Hrynko.  
Ron had his camera and 
started photographing 
the event.

Dad was overcome with 
the emotion of all those 
memories of his past and 
all the people who shared 
his love for this place 
came flooding back, need-
less to say there were a 
few tears shed.  Once the 
introductions were fin-
ished we had planned to 

walk around to see a few 
places where Dad grew 
up.  Next thing you know 
Paul returns with an ATV 
for us and a side by side 
for Dad to ride in and off 
we went on a tour of Ot-
termere. 

We stopped where the 
original co�age used to 
be and saw the log shed 
Dave, his dad and broth-
er built. 

Next stop was where 
Dad recalled Mr. Hur-
ley’s store used to stand. 

We toured around 
meeting people where 
ever we stopped. After 
introductions, the discus-
sion would be who they 

knew or how long they 
have been in O�ermere. 
Our final stop was the 
O�ermere Train Station, 
which was built in the 
late 1930s. Back in the day 
it was a popular place 
where teenagers would 
meet on Friday nights to 
hang out and see who 
was coming in. 

When we got back to 
the dock others had ar-
rived to see us off.  It was 
almost 60 years since the 
last time Dad set foot in 
this place and this visit 
was something he will 
never forget. 

 I can’t thank Paul Gos-
selin enough; it was his 

kindness and generosity 
that made it possible for 
Dad to see everything in 
the short time we were 
there.  I also want to 
thank Ken Cox for pass-
ing on the names of the 
folks who shared in this 
special time.

Most people never take 
the time or get the oppor-
tunity to revisit the places 
that meant so much to 
them growing up. I am 
grateful that we were 
able to share this time 
with Dad. I know that if 
this is to be the last time 
Dad sets foot in O�er-
mere, it was an incredible 
memory!
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