
Happy Holidays! I’m very honoured to have the oppor-
tunity to reach out and begin a conversation with you 

about our cherished provincial parks in Manitoba through 
this publication. First and foremost, I want to express my 
appreciation to Ronald Smith, WCA President, for ex-
tending me an invitation to be a regular contributor to the 
Whiteshell Echo. 

As you may know, on August 17th I was appointed the 
new minister of Sustainable Development. I look forward 
to continuing the good work of my predecessor, the Hon-
ourable Cathy Cox, in ensuring a world class experience 
for co�agers and visitors to our parks. 

With winter now upon us and many of us heading in-
doors or down south to a warmer climate, our park’s staff is 
busy preparing snowmobile trails for the upcoming season. 
Much work needs to be done this year in the aftermath of 
several strong wind storms this past season. Rest assured, 
the trails will be groomed and maintained by department 
staff for snowmobilers to enjoy a safe riding season.

Speaking of trails, I am happy to report that with the sup-
port of the South Whiteshell Trail Association, the Trans 
Canada Trail in the Penniac Bay Area at West Hawk Lake 
is moving forward towards completion. I personally can-
not wait for next spring to get out and experience some of 
these new trails, including the planned bike trail upgrades 
at McGillivray Falls that will be completed next summer.

Possibly the greatest success story from an environmen-
tal point of view is the distribution of thousands of Recycle 
Everywhere bags to co�agers and campers. The portable 
recycling bags allow you to truly recycle everywhere and 
help keep valuable recyclables out of our landfills. My 
heartfelt thanks to the Whiteshell Co�agers Association in 
helping make the campaign and distribution of the recy-

cling bags around Falcon Lake and the Whiteshell such a 
success.

I would also like to applaud the South Whiteshell Cham-
ber of Commerce for partnering with department staff and 
successfully developing a busk stop at the Falcon Lake mall 
this past summer.  The busk stop has become a hub of ac-
tivity for entertainment and community events in the town 
site. The Chamber also initiated and successfully conduct-
ed the Falcon Lake Outdoor Movie Nights, which were a 
tremendous success this past summer season.

Looking ahead to next spring, my department will com-
plete all repairs to the flood damaged gravel roads in the 
south Whiteshell that winter weather prevented us from 
completing this fall. We are also actively working on an 
approach to dredge the Falcon Lake boat channels and 
are aiming to carry out the work next summer. I will keep 
you updated as work proceeds on these much-needed up-
grades and improvements.

Thank you for taking the time to read my report. I look 
forward to continuing to work with the Whiteshell Co�ag-
ers Association and hope to meet you in person soon. If 
ever I can be of service to you, please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch with my office at minsdev@leg.gov.mb.ca.  

Enjoy the winter and stay safe!
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In this second year as Chair of 
the MPPCOA Executive Coun-

cil, I am pleased to be part of a 
dedicated and engaged group 
of Executive Council members. I 
thank my fellow Board members 
for their support and their efforts 
in moving our Association for-
ward. 

We thank Duck Mountain COA 
Board members for hosting the 
first MPPCOA AGM during the 
June 9-11, 2017 weekend. In ad-
dition to our AGM agenda, which 
carried over to Sunday morning, 
we held a luncheon at the DM In-
terpretive Centre, which included 
a history of the Duck Mountains 
presentation by Mr. R. Wowchuk, 
MLA, Swan River, and Legislative 
Assistant to the Minister of Sus-
tainable Development. Individual 
DM Board members hosted infor-
mative tours of Childs, East Blue, 
Singush and Wellman/Glad Lakes. 
A packed weekend included host 
families, fellowship, and much 
discussion of common interests 
and concerns.

MPPCOA Executive Council 
members met with representa-
tives of Parks Branch five times 
from May to August. After initial 
discussions we were very pleased 
to confirm our Guiding Principle 
statement which appears in this 

Echo Publication. 
Among other topics, meetings 

highlighted: discussions involving 

With snow on the ground and 
our lakes slowly turning to 

ice, many co�age owners have 
closed their co�ages for the win-
ter season. Although some of your 
Whiteshell Co�agers Association 
Directors may be snowbirds and 
head south for a short break, the 
winter is a busy time to set the 
foundation to plan for next years 
objectives and activities. 

Our membership numbers con-
tinue to grow with the hard work 
of your Membership Commi�ee. 
To solicit the views of our mem-
ber and potential members, a sur-
vey was prepared by WCA Board 
members Kerry Davies and An-
gela Hogan that received an out-
standing response from over 800 
Whiteshell Park co�age owners. 
The sense of Community contin-
ues to grow! Some key informa-
tion collated from your responses 
was as follows:

• 67% of co�age owner respon-
dents are over the age of 60;

• Lease and Service fees are the 
primary issue on which respon-
dents would like your WCA to fo-
cus. 96% of respondents rate our 
effort to date to address this con-
cern as very good; 

• Water levels, water quality and 
road conditions are concerns of 
co�age owners;

• 97% of members that respond-
ed think that the present $35 per 
year membership fee is satisfac-
tory;

• Respondents love the Echo 
– with many suggestions for addi-
tional content;

• 26 respondents indicated that 
they would consider being a Di-
rector; another 118 would consider 
volunteering but in a lesser capac-
ity;

• A major comment throughout 
the survey was a desire by respon-

dents to be kept informed.
Thanks to all co�age owners that 

took the time not only to reply to 
survey questions but also took ad-
ditional time to convey their views 
or give background to their re-
sponses. The results of the survey 
were reviewed at our October Ex-
ecutive Council and Board of Di-
rectors meeting and will serve as 
an important base for your Board 
and its Commi�ees to determine 
what activities need to be priori-
tized and addressed in the coming 
year(s).   

A frequent request I have made 
over my term as President is ask-
ing co�age owners to submit their 
comments and viewpoints for the 
Le�ers to the Editor section of our 
Echo; or provide a human-inter-
est story such as your co�aging 
experiences. Many co�agers have 
extensive family histories at their 
li�le piece of paradise at the lake 
going back to the 1930s.  Other 
readers/members would be very 
interested in how the Whiteshell 
Provincial Park grew into a fam-
ily-based lake community where 
block or lake picnics were the or-
der of the day!

I would like to share a unique 
story with you regarding an email 
exchange our website administra-

tors had with a loyal and long-term 
co�age owner. A 96 year-young 
co�age owner and WCA member 
from Caddy Lake (I believe) con-
tacted our website administrator 
to advise that she wished to com-
plete the survey but that both she 
and her computer were too old. 
To accommodate her, our website 
survey coordinator printed off the 
survey and provided it to the mem-
ber who filled it out and mailed it 
back. Our website administrator 
then entered this member’s re-
sponses into our survey database. 
Pre�y amazing story! If all WCA 
members were as anxious to pro-
vide their views/support as our 
friend from Caddy Lake our re-
sponse rate would be 100% rather 
than 33%.

Lake levels over the summer 
were normal in most cases, despite 
the south Whiteshell receiving 4 5/8 
inches of rain in July, 1 inch in Au-
gust and 5 ½ inches in September. 
Ten inches in three months seems 
like a lot of precipitation but with 
the droughts and fires in many 
parts of Western Canada, we may 
consider ourselves fortunate. We 
trust that the Parks Branch com-
pleted their annual fall drainage so 

MPPCOA Executive Committee meets with Minister Rochelle Squires, from left, Rob Nedotiafko, Director, Parks; 
David Martin, MPPCOA Director, Hecla North Shore COA; Nichola Wigle, MPPCOA Secretary, President, Moose Lake 
COA; Ronald Smith, MPPCOA Treasurer, President, Whiteshell COA; Honorable Rochelle Squires, Minister, Depart-
ment of Sustainable Development; Jack Elliott, MPPCOA President, Director, Duck Mountain COA; Bob Johnston, 
MPPCOA Director, Treasurer, Grindstone COA; and Dean Amundson MPPCOA Vice President, President, Hecla Vil-
lage COA

MPPCOA Chairperson’s
Message

 By Jack Elliott, Chairperson, MPPCOA Executive Council

The Manitoba Provincial Parks 
Cabin Owners Association 

Guiding Principle

The Manitoba Provincial Park Cabin Owners Association (Cabin 
Owners) and Manitoba Parks and Protected Spaces Branch 

(Parks Branch) have established a working relationship based on 
trust, respect and transparency and are to work positively and col-
laboratively in defining an approach to managing the administra-
tion of matters affecting cottagers within provincial parks, including 
the collection of service fees and Crown land rent from provincial 
park cottagers, in a way that is fair and sustainable for all Manito-
bans and provincial park stakeholders. 

Continued on page 4

President’s Report
By Ronald S. Smith, WCA President

Continued on page 4
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that spring run-off does not cause 
any property damage!

A key objective of your Asso-
ciation over the last few years has 
been to actively engage with other 
Park stakeholders, including our 
Parks Branch, to build bridges and 
improve formerly bruised work-
ing relationships. Very encour-
aging progress has and is being 
made, as you may note in read-
ing through the Echo although, 
to many, concrete evidence of the 
results on issues most troubling to 
co�age owners has been slow. 

WCA has also developed part-
nerships with our South Whiteshell 
Chamber of Commerce and will 
continue to foster positive relation-
ships with all businesses to pro-
mote a positive community feeling 

with all our neighbours. In keep-
ing with building partnerships 
and being front and centre with 
programs and activities involv-
ing Whiteshell Park stakeholders, 
the Whiteshell Co�agers Associa-
tion was invited, along with other 
stakeholders, to a�end a “Travel 
Manitoba Branding Session” or-
ganized by the S/W Chamber of 
Commerce. Past President and 
Honorary WCA member, War-
ren Barnard, a�ended as WCA’s 
representative. The meeting was 
chaired by Colin Ferguson of 
Travel Manitoba and Lloyd Fred-
finnson of Probe Research. The 
five-hour session was a�ended by 
more than 30 representatives from 
the North and South Whiteshell. 
Mr. Ferguson informed the group 
that the tourism industry is grow-
ing each year, with tourists com-
ing from all parts of the world 
and spending $272 per day. The 
question presented was, what 
makes an area unique and a�rac-
tive to visitors that causes them to 
want to come back? Stakeholders 
in the area must identify a�rac-
tions that would bring tourists to 
the area. Clear Lake was a recent 

successful recipient of this Brand-
ing Program. 

An update by Jack Ellio�, Presi-
dent of The Manitoba Provincial 
Park Cabin Owners Association 
(MPPCOA) appears on page 3. In 
cha�ing with Rob Nedotia�o, Di-
rector, Parks and Protected Spaces 
this morning, he advises that our 
MPPCOA/Parks consultations will 
continue in December.

Your WCA is always looking at 
creative and meaningful ways to 
increase the value of WCA mem-
berships. The most important over 
the past four years has been our 
successful lobby with Govern-
ment Officials to freeze dramati-
cally increasing service and lease 
fees. WCA also has  contacted 
businesses that sell products and 
services co�age owners need and 
negotiated discounts for members. 
Membership cards with members’ 
names will have to be presented 
to obtain such valuable discounts. 
You will see a list of current busi-
nesses that offer discounts to WCA 
members elsewhere in this Echo. 
Just another reason to be a mem-
ber of your Whiteshell Co�ager 
Association!! 

Membership and community 
building are the cornerstones 
of our WCA mandate. WCA re-
ceives tremendous support and 
cooperation from Park Realtors 
both by actively supporting our 
Annual General Meeting by rent-
ing a booth and displaying their 
products to a�ending WCA mem-
bers; and/or,by purchasing one-
year memberships in the WCA for 
parties purchasing co�ages from 
their realty business. This action 
automatically connects new cot-
tage owners with other co�age 
owners in the community. A spe-
cial “thank you” to Paul Duncan 
for his generosity in establishing 
and maintaining this tradition 
of purchasing one-year member-
ships. In this manner the contact 
information helps WCA to obtain 
current co�age ownership data so 
that WCA can maintain a current 
membership data base.

In closing, I would like to extend 
my sincerest wishes to you and 
your families for a very happy, 
healthy, safe and fulfilling Holi-
day Season!! May the wonder of 
the season capture your imagina-
tion and spirits!!

President’s Report continued from page 3

terms of reference, Co�agers’ Hand-
book revision, and site appeals pro-
cesses. 

On August 17th it was an-
nounced Hon. Rochelle Squires 
was newly appointed as Minis-
ter of Sustainable Development. 
As part of the news release we 
learned also that Rob Olson was 
named Deputy Minister, Sustain-
able Development. Due to these 
significant changes, and a num-
ber of others within Sustainable 
Development, the “pause” but-
ton is in use. On October 13th, 
members of Executive Council at-
tended an introductory meeting 
with Minister Squires at the MB 
Legislature.

MPPCOA Executive Council 
was pleased to welcome Hecla 
North Shore COA as our newest 
member to our provincial asso-
ciation. David Martin has joined 
Executive Council as the Hecla 
North Shore representative and 
Director-at-Large. Welcome Hecla 
North Shore and David!!

Our first quarter meeting was 
hosted by Moose Lake COA at 
Moose Lake Provincial Park Sep-
tember 16-17, 2017. Thank you to 
everyone for your warm hospital-
ity and informative weekend! Our 
second quarter meeting was held 
October 25, 2017 at the Children’s 
Hospital Research Board Room, 
Winnipeg. We continue to dis-
cuss, to research, and to prepare 
our groundwork in anticipation 
of the early resumption of meet-

ings with Parks Branch staff.
We should never fail to ap-

preciate our provincial parks, 
which we are fortunate to enjoy. 
As provincial park cabin owners, 
we should never take for granted 
that someone else will look after 
things. It is all part of our collec-
tive obligation to our province, to 
our environment, to our family 
and friends, and to future gen-

erations. It is the intention of MP-
PCOA to represent its members 
on all mutual concerns. We en-
courage you to bring your ideas 
forward so that we can all contin-
ue to enjoy our provincial parks.

Manitoba’s Provincial Parks  
…reminisce …create new memo-
ries.Family! Friends! Mother Na-
ture! Any Time! Any Season!

Mppcoa Chairperson’s Message 
Continued From Page 3
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 Whiteshell Co�agers
 Association

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday, April 17, 2018
**NEW LOCATION**

Immanuel Pentecostal Church
955 Wilkes Ave., Winnipeg

Meeting begins at 7 p.m. 
Whiteshell merchants 
will exhibit products 

and services starting at 5  p.m.
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2017 Member Survey Summary

Over 800 members took the time to complete the survey and we thank you! Your input was extremely valuable in determining our path for-
ward, including those tasks to keep our focus on and new challenges to take on. All input was important and all comments were reviewed 

and prioritized. If you haven’t had a chance to complete the survey, the link is still available on the WCA website.  If you require a paper copy of 
the questionnaire, please contact our office. Full contact information appears on page 4.

Lease & Service Fees remain the #1 Issue that Members want WCA to focus on

99% rate this issue as either very important (89%) or somewhat important (10%). Meanwhile 96% think the WCA is currently doing a good job 
on this issue. In other sections of the survey, where comments are invited, a fairly common request was to “keep us informed.” WCA is review-
ing communication methods available to achieve regular updates. Short email one page newsle�ers sent monthly between Echo editions is being 
considered, but the survey also brought up a surprising result – current use of our website and Facebook page.

How often do you visit our Website & Facebook Page?

Only 5.5% of members indicate they regularly go to the website (70% go rarely or occasionally) and 70% NEVER go to our Facebook page. 
Again, when given an opportunity to comment within the survey, members asked for more information on water levels, events within the park, 
Park contact information — all of which can be found on our website. Some new ideas put forth were a listing of service providers in the park & 
a buy & sell section. WCA will look into both of these. Fast breaking news is posted both on the website and on our Facebook page. Some indi-
cated they didn’t know these resources existed, so let’s take care of that now. Our website can be found at www.whiteshellco�agers.com.  Check 
the article entitled WCA on the Web and Facebook on page 27 for more information on where to find the features that are currently available 
on the website. And our Facebook page can be found at www.facebook.com/WhiteshellCo�agers/ (a tutorial on how to log on to each & how to 
“like” our Facebook page can also be found on page 27.)

Other WCA Initiatives that Membership find Important

Again, many of the current WCA actions on these items can be found on our website. Our membership has reinforced our need to remain fo-
cused on these areas. Comments received also asked WCA to look at noise control, condition of boat launches/ public docks, trails, fish stocking 
& sustainability and garbage collection sites.

In different, but related areas needing a�ention at your particular lake, concerns were expressed on algae/ weeds, shoreline erosion (enforce-
ment of boating rules), building regulations, cell/ Internet service, marking of water hazards. Also, noise, roads, invasive species and water levels 
were among common comments made by members.
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2017 Member Survey Summary
Membership Fees & Method of Payment

97% of members felt the fees were about right (94%) or too li�le, 
while only 3% thought they were too much. Majority of members still 
pay by cheque. However on-line payment is becoming more popular & 
WCA will continue to streamline the on-line payment option to make 
it easier (just as improvements were made this year). Some suggestions 
included the ability to just make a straight credit card payment (which 
was added to the website in 2017) or by electronic funds transfer (which 
is being explored). Most members would like to be reminded that their 
membership is due by email; this would be the preferred method for 
the WCA as well as it reduces postage costs which assists in holding 
down membership fees. A major undertaking of WCA this year will be 
to update our database for both members & non-members (this task is 
already underway & we have identified many areas to improve in). We 
cannot stress enough the importance of providing an email address 
with your membership. If you would like to provide, update, or change 
your email address, please email us at; membership@whiteshellco�age
rs.com and include your name, lake, block & lot number. 

In emergency situations (such as the 2016 fires and floods) we some-
times posted hourly updates on our website & Facebook page (there’s 
those two things again!) but also sent out periodic email blasts.

Demographics and Seminars and The Echo

As you can see the average co�age owner is in the “senior” category with 67% 
being over the age of 60. This is not only important to keep in mind as WCA 
negotiates reasonable fees (many of us on fixed incomes) but also in what ini-
tiatives the WCA undertakes & methods of communication used. It also partly 
explains the huge popularity of the paper version of the Echo over the on-line 
version. The WCA hosted two succession planning seminars this year & both 
were hugely successful with 160 a�ending the April session & 220 a�ending 
the September session. (As a point of Interest the Federation of Ontario Co�age 
Associations charges $45 per person for their similar event – the WCA put on 
both of these at no charge). In the comments, there were quite a few that indi-
cated a continued interest in succession planning. However, it is not likely the 
WCA will host a 2018 event on this subject but will revisit it again in 2019. Other 
seminar-type sessions members suggested included: building regulations, en-
vironment, boating regulations & safety, invasive species, water levels & water 
quality. For 2018, WCA will look at possibly combining 2-3 of these subject mat-
ters into one seminar.

Overall, it appears members LOVE their Whiteshell Echo. When asked what 
else they would like to see in the paper suggestions were: A listing of local ser-
vice providers, a calender of events/activities (available now on the website), 
park contact info (available now on the website), a buy & sell section, water 
level/water quality reports (water levels available now on the website), crime 
reports and specific lake news. The WCA always welcomes more contributors/
reporters for the Echo – please volunteer!

Survey Summary Continued Next Page
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2017 Member Survey Summary cont’d from p. 5

North Whiteshell Volunteer Fire Dept Feasibility

The results were encouraging enough for 
the commi�ee assigned to this task to pursue 
it a li�le further. As you can imagine, there 
are significant hurdles to overcome to have 
any chance of making this a reality. Forty- 
eight percent of the respondents replied 
as ‘not applicable’ as they are in the South 
Whiteshell where such a fire department 
already exists. Of the remaining respondents, 
40% said a fee would be acceptable and 
another 40% indicated a fee might be accept-
able, 20% indicated they had no interest. 
Thirty-one indicated they would volunteer 
for the fire department & another 54 indicat-
ed they might volunteer.

Hunting in the Whiteshell

This issue is pre�y much split 
down the middle, with about 30% 
in favour of hunting in the park, 
30% opposed to any hunting in the 
park & everyone else neither in 
complete support nor opposed. The 
importance of enforcing the buffer 
zones and possibly enlarging the 
buffer zones was a fairly common 
theme.  Information about the exist-
ing buffer zones is available on our 
website at www.whiteshellco�ag-
ers.com/whiteshell_news/hunting-
information/

What Member discounts would add Value?
Out of a menu of about 20 

items the most popular were 
TV/Internet, septic services, 
tree  services and lumber/
hardware. Others included 
insurance, boats & acces-
sories,  plumbing & heating, 
docks, fishing gear, etc. Write 
in suggestions included road 
gravel & Park Passes (WCA 
did pursue discounted Park 
Passes last year however, any 
discount was marginal — $1 
— and the reporting responsi-
bilities were onerous). Watch 
over the next months for some 
vendor partnership announce-
ments from the WCA (again 
watch for announcements on 
our website and Facebook 
page).

Volunteers?

The WCA is a volunteer driven, non profit, 
organization that can only fully succeed with 
participation & support from its members. In 
graph form the results look discouraging but 
in pure numbers, the survey indicated there 
were 26 people that would consider becoming a 
director and another 118 that would offer some 
time to assist in another manner. Of course the 
survey was anonymous so people would feel 
free to share their thoughts & opinions. Now we 
need those that may help to come forward. If 
you have interest in volunteering some of your 
time, please email us at membership@whiteshel
lco�agers.com

Survey Summary Final Statement Next Page
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“The single most important thing the WCA can 
do for me is” .. ?”

Overwhelmingly the answer was “Just keep 
doing what you are doing.” The WCA thanks 
you for your kind comments and support. Other 
comments were:

“Keep me informed.” This is a fair comment 
and earlier we addressed actions WCA is taking 
to improve communications.

“Do more on roads.”
“Invasive species, cell &TV service,water levels 

and water quality.”
In an earlier question on what should WCA be 

doing that they are not doing, roads came up 
again as did invasive species and cell/Internet. In 
addition, fund raisers/community events were 
mentioned.

Thank you again to those that took the time to 
complete the survey. The results assisted greatly 
in confirming some areas where we are on the 
right track, pointed out some areas that need 
improvement and starting a map forward. We 
look forward to increasing membership in 2018 
by listening to your comments and suggestions. 
Please encourage your neighbours to become 
members.

Survey Conclusion:
“The Single Most Important Thing 

The Wca Can Do For Me Is”… ?
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WCA Water Levels Committee Report

The season started out with 
a very dry spring, which 

pulled the water levels down 
almost to fall drawdown level 
throughout most of the park.  
By the end of July, most of 
the lakes were nearly back 
to summer target level. With 
summer rain, however, the 
later part of the summer re-
vealed other problems in the 
level control system at Fal-
con, Caddy and Betula Lakes.  
These problems have been 
recognized, and we’re doing 
what we can to correct them 
going forward.

Falcon Lake
The Falcon River drained 

down through the winter in 
synchrony with the lake level 
itself, then continued to draw 
down further throughout 
the summer even after stop 
logs were inserted into the 
level control structure.  This 
was partially due to leaky 
stop logs (the control struc-
ture is seriously deformed), 
but mainly due to the highly 
permeable rock weir prevent-
ing the escape of fish breed-
ing stock through the uncon-
trolled secondary drain and 
compromised the marginally 
effective control structure by 
sustaining a significant dis-
charge rate when none was 

wanted. This rock weir re-
duced the discharge rate last 
year (during the flood), and 
this year it is allowing the 
lake to be drawn down when 
water needed to be retained 
to keep the boathouse access 
channels on the south shore 
fully functional.  This system 
was ill considered when con-
structed in 2001 and needs to 
be replaced. 

The Preliminary Design 
Study for the new level control 
structure was supposed to be 
complete by mid-October of 
this year.  It will be an analy-
sis comparing a conventional 
stop-log control structure 
together with dredging the 
Falcon River, with a pumped 
lake discharge together with 
dredging of a new channel 
for the Falcon Creek to permit 
diversion of it directly into 
the Falcon River. A selection 
between these two options 
will have to be made on cost, 
as well as the environmental 
and social impacts of both op-
tions.  

Regarding the south shore 
access channels (blocks #10 
and 12/23) – Sustainable De-
velopment now has full use of 
an Amphibex dredging ma-
chine, and may be convinced 
to put it into service to alle-
viate the depth problems on 
one or both of these channel 
areas.  Discussions are ongo-
ing, but we’re hopeful of an 
early resolution for the Block 
#10 access channel.  Block 

#12/23 is a more complex set 
of issues, and is likely to take 
more time.

Caddy Lake 
Two Distinct Issues

1. Low Water Level issue:  
The North Cross weir has al-
lowed Caddy Lake to drain 
down to winter drawdown 
level twice so far this year 
since spring breakup. Main-
taining a higher discharge rate 
from West Hawk has helped 
reduce the rate of drawdown, 
but could not prevent it.  In 
mid-July, Manitoba Infra-
structure agreed to undertake 
the Preliminary Design Study 
needed to modify the North 
Cross weir to reduce the rate 
of drawdown of Caddy.  With 
any luck, we’ll see some miti-
gation of this problem within 
the next year or two. 

2. High water levels:   Re-
garding Caddy’s flood prone 
situation, remedial works to 
one or both railway tunnel(s) 
is needed to alleviate the 
spring flooding situation. 
We’ve been informed that 
there is li�le or no legal basis 
available to force the railway 
companies to carry out reme-
dial works to upgrade these 
river crossings. Flooding was 
not an issue before co�ages 
were developed, and didn’t 

become a serious issue until 
the precipitation rates rose 
enough to increase the fre-
quency of flooding in the 
early 1990s.  “In general, 
the proponent who wants 
to make an improvement or 
change to a drainage system 
is responsible for the cost 
of the works. The Railway 
Safety Act has a process for 
resolving disputes for par-
ties wanting to undertake 
railway works (ie. widening 
the drainage tunnel(s) that 
could be used to require the 
railway to allow the work 
to be done, however, there 
is no legislative authority to 
require the railways to un-
dertake the works at their 

own cost.” 
At this point our priority is to 

determine the scope of work 
and cost of the upgrading 
needed. A hydraulic analysis 
done by the Province in 1976 
identified the railway tunnels 
as being the bo�leneck caus-
ing flooding to occur.  In an 
effort to bring some focus to 
the discussion, our Director 
of Parks and Protected Spaces 
is inviting both railways (CN 
and CP) to work together to 
carry out a study to identify 
the scope of remedial action 
needed to alleviate flooding 
on Caddy Lake.  Hopefully 
we’ll be successful in ge�ing a 
study underway this winter. 

Betula Lake
Low Water Level Issues

Betula suffers from the same 
problem as Caddy; a wide flat 
topped control weir which 
allows water to drain out of 
the lake very quickly without 
substantial inflow from the 
Whiteshell River to maintain 
the level.  Betula was approxi-
mately 18 inches below sum-
mer target level most of the 
summer, and water quality has 
suffered as a result. All other 
lakes in the Whiteshell are at 
or near their summer target 
level. Discussion is ongoing 
with Manitoba Infrastructure 
regarding a Planning Study 
similar to that currently un-
derway on the North Cross 
weir regulating Caddy. 

West Hawk Lake
Note that the fall draw down  

began on or about Sept. 10 and 
was finished on or about Oct. 
31. This was a month earlier 
than past years in an effort to 
reduce the risk of ice damage 
to docks on Caddy from late 
fall rain.  

We had our regular fall 
meeting with Manitoba Infra-
structure (which manages the 
water levels and control struc-
tures in the Park) in October.

If you have any comments 
or concerns that you wish to 
bring to our a�ention, please 
bring them forward via your 
lake director (we have com-
mi�ee members on Betula, 
White, Jessica, Big Whiteshell, 
Brereton, Caddy, West Hawk, 
and Falcon Lakes) or to me 
directly. Contact information 
for all Lake Directors is listed 
on page 24 in this issue of the 
Echo.

By Alan Roberts, Chair, 
Environment 

Committee
and Water Levels 

Committee

Ser�ing the Whiteshell
and sur�ounding areas

Summer rain
revealed problems at 
Falcon, Caddy and 

Betula Lakes.  
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You might not be aware of the fact that the North 
Whiteshell area does not have 911 service.  That is be-

cause we don’t have a fire department and you can’t get 
911 service without one. The South East Whiteshell Fire De-
partment only protects the south east corner of the park.

The boundary for the North Whiteshell starts at the in-
tersection of Hwy 44 & 307 and proceeds northwest along 
307/309 and ends at the outer edges of the town of Seven 
Sisters.  Included in that area are 13 lakes, 1606 co�ages, 12 
commercial businesses and hundreds of seasonal trailers.

In terms of population numbers, on every July 1st long 
weekend there are 6500 co�age goers and 2000 campers en-
joying the North Whiteshell, none of them have 911 service!

Several months ago we formed a North Whiteshell 911 

commi�ee and included people with firefighting, paramedic 
and management experience. We continue to consult with 
the South East Whiteshell Fire Dept and the two munici-
palities that border the North Whiteshell.  This is a difficult, 
complex project.  Our discussions have been productive and 
we are ge�ing closer to a clear vision and the creation of an 
action plan. The North Whiteshell Fire Dept will become a 
reality but it will take many months of hard work, coopera-
tion from local and provincial governments, recruitment of 
a solid base of volunteers and most importantly, help from 
ALL the co�agers in the North Whiteshell.

As we move forward, look for more updates in the Echo 
newspaper and on Facebook. If you are interested in volun-
teering, please send your resume to the Whiteshell Co�agers 
Association at wca@whiteshellco�agers.com

911 Service – North Whiteshell Provincial Park

By Gary Kennedy, Chair – Special Projects
Whiteshell Cottagers Association

Manitoba Hydro’s man-
date is to provide safe 

and reliable energy to its cus-
tomers in a safe and respon-
sible manner. 

The effective management 
of vegetation under and near 
our power lines is a key com-
ponent in meeting this man-
date.

Tree contact with our power 
lines is one of the most com-
mon causes of sudden out-
ages.  Usually caused by high 
winds, these power outages 
are not only disruptive to cus-
tomers, but tree-related out-
ages are also a potential cause 
of wildfires.

To address safety, reliability 
and fire concerns, Manitoba 
Hydro will undertake a right-
of-way widening program in 
the Star and Brereton Lake 
areas to minimize tree-related 
incidents. This work will con-
tinue over the winter months.

The areas include: 
• Hwy. 301 between Falcon 

Lake Town site and Faloma 
Beach.

• South Shore Falcon Lake 
to Shoal Lake.

• Falcon Beach Ranch West 
to Trans Canada Pipeline Sta-
tion.

• Red Rock Lake to White 
Lake 

• Hwy. 309 to the South 
Shore Campground—Big 
Whiteshell.

The total extent of the project 
is approximately 20 kilome-
tres. All vegetation manage-

ment and tree removal ac-
tivities will be carried out in 
strict compliance of Manitoba 
Conservation regulations and 
work permit conditions.

Key considerations
• In some locations, the 

Trans Canada Trail intersects 
or runs parallel to sections of 
power lines.  Manitoba Hy-
dro will operate in a manner 
to avoid the trail or any other 
integral park infrastructure. 
In the event any damage is in-
flicted to the trail or otherwise, 
Manitoba Hydro will assume 
full responsibility and pledg-
es to work with park staff to 
conduct any remedial work 
that may be required.

• Consideration in terms of 
width of tree removal will be 
given to individual co�ages 
and subdivisions where resi-
dences are in close proximity 
to the lines.

• Where a line’s right-of-way 
is located on an existing road 
allowance, Manitoba Hydro 
proposes to clear all standing 
timber and brush within a cal-
culated “optimal clear width” 
zone of 11 metres from cen-
treline on the forested side of 
the corridor. As much of the 
line is located on the existing 
road allowance, tree removal 
will only be required on one 
side. However, there are in-
termi�ent locations where 

clearing will be required on 
both sides.

• To ensure all debris, in-
cluding tree tops and branch-
es, are condensed along the 
corridor, a full tree harvest-
ing/chipping system will be 
used with biomass chipped 
back onto the corridor and 
levelled.  Round wood will be 
provided upon request for lo-
cal domestic use.

If you have any questions 
about our vegetation manage-
ment program, please contact 
Manitoba Hydro in Winnipeg 
at 204-480-5900 or toll-free at 
1-888-624-9376 or email Cor-
porate Communications at 
PublicAffairs@hydro.mb.ca

Manitoba Hydro Conducts Right-of-way Widening 
In Star And Brereton Lake Areas 

By Bruce Owen 
Manitoba Hydro

If You See A Tree In Contact 
With A Power Line

• Call us at 204-480-5900 in Winnipeg 
or 1-888-624-9376 outside Winnipeg, or 
contact police immediately. 
• A tree on a power line can be energized; 
stay away from it and from anything the 
line may be touching. 
• Never a�empt to remove tree limbs 
from power lines as power lines 
knocked down by a broken tree branch 
may still carry an electrical charge.
• Many outages caused by trees could 
be prevented by ensuring you do not 
plant your trees too close to power 
lines. See Right Tree—Right Place on 
our website at www.hydro.mb.ca/envi-
ronment/right_tree_right_place.shtml.

FIREWORKS 
ARE 

STRICTLY
PROHIBITED

IN 
WHITESHELL

PROVINCIAL PARK 
AND ALL

OF MANITOBA’S
PARKS

AT ALL TIMES
To Report 

 Fires
Call 

1-800
782-0076 
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WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION 2017 PHOTO CONTEST

“I wish to thank everyone for their entries. I enjoyed each and every one of 
them and I thank you for your effort in participating.” — Jeff de Booy

1st Place $75 
Linda McFadyen,  West Hawk Lake

Judge’s comments:
This was certainly worth ge�ing up early for, Linda. 
It’s got most everything needed for a great scenic shot,
mist, sun, reflection, and of course, a dog.

4th Place $25 
Mike Blande, Red Rock Lake

Judge’s  comments:
Serenity. That’s how I read this photo. 

One wants to be here. At the end of the day, Mike, 
you captured the moment.

2nd Place $50 
Kathy Doerksen, Hunt Lake

Judge’s comments:
Kathy, you titled this ‘In God’s Hands”. Very appropriate 

and observant on your part. A striking image 
one would never tire of.

3rd Place $35
Trisha Harvey, Falcon Lake

Judge’s comments:
This is what the Whiteshell is all about. 

Relationships developing surrounded in nature’s
glory. Wonderful, Trisha!

Judged by Jeff de Booy, former Photo Editor with the Winnipeg Free Press, 
former Photojournalist with the Winnipeg Free Press 

and the Winnipeg Tribune.

SCENIC CATEGORY
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1st Place $75
Stephanie Wood, Jessica Lake 

Judge’s comments:
Congratulations Stephanie! 
Tremendous composition, with waves 
extending more on one side than the 
other. In this case, it’s not always 
about the beaver.

4th  Place $25
Cathy Ferguson
Barrier Bay

Judge’s comments:
Fantastic image of a Pileated Woodpecker. 
Often hard to get close to, but you nailed it, Cathy.

2nd Place $50
Brian Armstrong
West Hawk Lake

Judge’s comments:
Nice capture of a loon & its young, Brian. 

Well worth second place. Keep up the great work.

3rd Place $35 
Herb Wi�enberg,  Falcon Lake 

Judge’s comments:
You have a good sense of composition, Herb. Usually 
seen from a distance, you share this intimate moment 

for those who dare not venture nearer.

NATURE CATEGORY

WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION 2017 PHOTO CONTEST
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1st Place $75
Alana Shewchuk, Barrier Bay         

Judge’s comments:
Wow! This combination of a frozen moment and a 
beautiful sunset is well executed. Great catch, Alana. 

3rd  Place $35
Alice Claeys, Nutimik Lake

Judge’s comments:
It’s all about the face, of course. An unusual action shot for sure. 

Good work, Alice.

2nd Place $50
Helena Osborne, Big Whiteshell Lake

Judge’s comments:
Just follow the footprints to the ‘I love ya ,man’ 

moment! Wonderful composition, Helena.

ACTION CATEGORY

WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION 2017 PHOTO CONTEST

4th Place $25
Gayle Stevens
Brereton Lake 

Judge’s comments:
Priceless family fun. 

What being in the Whiteshell is all about. 
You captured it, Gayle.
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1st Place $75
Johann Eickenbrock 
Jessica Lake 

Judge’s comments:

Well, Johann, you won this one! And rightly so. 
Wonderful ambiance, with the trees, dusk, 
untold stories to be had in a lanterned tent.

4th  Place $35
Avalon Unger, Falcon Lake

Judge’s comments: This still of tree roots with it’s 
neighbour’s leaves, creates a canvas for one’s eye. 

Good visual sense, Avalon.

YOUTH CATEGORY — 16 AND UNDER

2nd Place $50
Rebecca Smith

Barrier Bay
Judge’s comments:

SNAKE! SNAKE! Great capture, Rebecca. 
Usually slithering away, this garter seems to be 

curious as well. Good for you.

WHITESHELL COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION 2017 PHOTO CONTEST

3rd  Place $35
Julia Armstrong, Florence Lake

Judge’s comments: 
How ingenious is this! The fact that you took the time 

to explore one of many photographic possibilities 
reminds me of when I first discovered photography in 

the pre-digital days. Go for it, Julia! 
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Falcon Lake

It’s an early Novem-
ber day as I put the 

final touches to this ar-
ticle. The snow has ar-
rived today, and so has 
the cooler temperatures. 
I’m already missing the 
above normal tempera-
tures we had this fall. It 
was a good one, minus 
the creepy abundance 
of ladybugs that seemed 
to overshadow the wasp 
season this year.

So much has hap-
pened over the last few 
months, and we have so 
much to look forward 
to as the winter season 
quickly moves into the 
Whiteshell.

Swamp Donkey 
Adventure Race

What started out as a 
race among friends has 
turned into 11 years of 
adventure racing for an 
average 200 competi-
tors now. It’s a year long 
planning process for 
partners John Ford and 
Rick Shone to prepare 
this event for compet-
ing teams of three. Par-
ticipant ages range from 
16-70, and they come 
from places like Winni-
peg, Thunder Bay, and 
Minnesota. This chal-
lenging race takes a dif-
ferent route through the 
South Whiteshell every 
year, while having li�le 
impact on the local en-
vironment. Details of 
the race are not released 
until race day. Competi-
tors are given up to nine 
hours to complete the 
race through a series of 
checkpoints by running, 
biking and paddling. 
Skills in manual naviga-
tion, using nothing but 
a compass and a map 
are essential for finding 
your way in this race. 
This year’s race was 
Sept. 16 and competitors 
had to solve a series of 
clues through the Fal-
con Lake townsite be-
fore they hit the trails. 
The greatest challenge 
this year as mentioned 
by many racers, was the 

final paddle to the finish 
line down Falcon Lake 
ba�ling high waves and 
strong winds.

Second Annual
 Falcon Lake 

Fiddle and Banjo Camp
The sound of mu-

sic that you may have 
heard across the lake 
on a beautiful fall week-
end was probably com-
ing from the second an-
nual Falcon Lake Fiddle 
and Banjo Camp at Fal-
con Trails Resort. The 
weekend camp featured 
instrumental instruc-
tion, good food, and 
opportunities for mak-
ing new friends. Other 
highlights included an 
instructor concert and 
square dancing. Instruc-
tors traveled here from 
across Canada and fea-
tured such artists as the 
renowned Juno award 
winning string quartet 
The Fretless. 

“The camp is a great 
place to build the com-
munity of fiddle and 
banjo players of all 
ages,” said Ameena, 
the camp organizer. It 

is anticipated that the 
camp will return to Fal-
con Lake next year with 
the possible inclusion of 
guitar instruction. Reg-
istration starts in June.

Changes at the 
Golf Course

The iconic landmark 
of the Falcon Lake golf 
course clubhouse and 
restaurant is currently 
going through the big-
gest change it has ever 
seen since the doors 
opened to these facili-
ties in 1957. Now under 
a new lease by Lakeland 
Golf Developments Inc., 
a new combined restau-
rant and pro shop will 
pop up soon as men-
tioned in the October is-
sue of the Echo. The Pres-
ident of Lakeland Golf 
Harry Brotchie indicated 
that the expect-e d 
completion date for the 
new facility will be July 
1, 2018. Changes will 
also include upgrades to 
access areas around the 
building and parking 
lot. Those interested in 
employment opportuni-
ties at the course for the 

2018 season can visit the 
Lakeland Golf Develop-
ments website for more 
details or visit the pro-
shop in the spring.

Falcon Ladies 
Golf League

The Falcon Lake La-
dies Golf league has 
been going strong for 
more than 25 years. It is 
a great opportunity to 
meet others in the com-
munity, get some exer-
cise and participate in 
tournaments and other 
social gatherings. The 
group gets together ev-
ery Tuesday in the sum-
mer to build their skills 
in a round of golf, get 
some fresh air, and just 
have a whole lo�a fun! 
The league is open to 
golfers of all skill levels. 
For more information on 
ge�ing involved for the 
2018 season visit www.
falconladiesleague.com

A Hero Among Us
West Hawk Lake cot-

tager Jayson Nickols’ 
life changed in an in-
stant in 2008 after taking 
a bullet from surround-
ing Taliban fighters in 

Afghanistan. To help in 
his recovery, Jayson got 
back into the sport of 
golf, which he enjoyed 
so much as a kid. While 
playing many rounds 
of golf at the Falcon 
Lake Golf Course, Jay-
son was well on his 
way towards recovery. 
The time spent on the 
course also prepared 
him for the opportunity 
to play golf for Team 
Canada this past Sep-
tember in the Invictus 
Games in Toronto. Jay-
son celebrated this ac-
complishment with a 
Bronze Medal Win.

Condolences
Our condolences go 

out to Bert Vinet and 
his family on the pass-
ing of Noreen this past 
October. In 1972, Bert 
and Noreen se�led into 
the community of West 
Hawk Lake with a fam-
ily purchase of the West 
Hawk Motel. In their 
later years the family 
moved to Falcon Lake 
where they eventually 
retired. This is where I 
had the opportunity to 
work under Noreen at 
the Falcon Golf Course 
Restaurant. 

Falcon Ridge 
Ski Slopes

Falcon Ridge ski area is 
shooting for an opening 
day of Dec. 16, snow per-
mi�ing. Falcon Ski Ridge 
invites you out to partic-
ipate in so many indoor 
and outdoor activities 
this winter. There are 
twelve alpine ski runs, a 
terrain park, a tube run 
with its own lift, 30 km 
of Nordic trails, and a 
biathlon range. Wow!  If 
that’s not enough come 
out for the Snowdance 
Festival of Music + Win-
ter in January and the all 
new Falcon Lake Loppet 
& Ski Festival in March.  
(A loppet is a long dis-
tance — approximately 
35+ kilometre — cross 
country skiing event). 
And the events don’t  
end there. There is also 

By Blair Mineault
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The all-day Swamp Donkey Adventure Race was run through Falcon Lake September 16.

The Falcon Lake Golf Course clubhouse and restaurant is currently going through the biggest 
change in its history.

Continued next page



the Provincial Series in 
Snowboarding, Biathlon 
Cup and even a Fat Bike 
Race. There’s great food 
too at Isaac’s kitchen in 
the chalet, and live mu-
sic Sunday afternoons.  
A great place for the 
entire family. And no 
worries, they have been 
avalanche-free since 
1959. Please visit www.
falconridgeski.com for 
confirmation on compe-
tition and event dates, 
and current snow condi-
tions.

See You at the 
Lake This Winter

There’s nothing be�er 
than a drive out to the 
lake in the winter. It’s 

a good idea to make 
the drive out as often 
as possible to check on 
the amount of snow 
that has accumulated 
on your co�age roof, 
and ensure everything 
is secure around the 
property. It’s also an 
opportunity to visit 
many of the local busi-
nesses that are still 
open during the winter 
months, and a time to 
participate in the many 
winter activities, events 
and festivals. Visit the 
local Chamber of Com-
merce website at www.
falconwesthawk.com 
for business hours, ser-
vices available and to 

find your adventure!
Last Word

Volunteers Needed
Many activities and 

events around Falcon 
Lake are volunteer 
based. Volunteers are 

urgently needed at 
The Whiteshell Com-
munity Club to keep 
the facilities operating. 
Curling and Beaver 
Day’s are currently in 
jeopardy of being can-

celled due to the lack 
of volunteers. Please 
sign-up today.

Send me  your  Fal-
con Lake news and 
stories by email at 
bamineault@gmail.com
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Falcon Lake continued from page 18

Falcon Lake cottager Jayson Nickols was a member of the Team Canada 
Invictus Games golf team.

Brenda Cleverley, Margaret Pilchar and Evelyn Proceviat are 
the Falcon Lake Golf Course  2017 Ladies Club Champions.

The Second Annual Falcon Lake Fiddle and Banjo Camp attracted players of all 
ages.

Hungry?  Thirsty?
The

Rennie Hotel
Dining Room    Bar

Vendor   VLTs    
Rooms

Homemade Burgers
Soup, Chili

Thur.-Wings 
Fri.-Steaks
204-369-5308

The Best Warm-Up Shelter On The Trail 



Welcome every-
one to this De-

cember news report 
for the Whiteshell Echo. 
At the present time I 
am in B.C. preparing 
this report by phone 
and email from my 
son’s cabin on Galiano 
Island. He has a ter-
rific view of Montague 
Harbour and I see all 
the boats and sailboats 
and ships and aircraft 
come and go, unless it 
is foggy. The weather 
here varies around 10C 
and we have humming 
birds all winter and 
some rain.

I am scheduled to 
return to West Hawk 
Lake/Kenora on Nov 
17 (to all the snow!)  

Local News
 Rick and Alison Dix-

on left Li�le Indian Bay 
at West Hawk Lake for 
their home in Calgary 
on Sept. 28. They will 
be back in the spring 
for another great sum-
mer. 

Neighbours Mark 
and Brenda Mason also 
left at the end of Sep-
tember to return to Cal-
gary where they live. 
They are still working 
and  are fortunate to be 
able to spend July and 
August here. 

Ray and Bev New-
man left for Phoenix, 
Arizona on Oct. 29. 
Their friends the Pear-
sons from Star Lake 
were already there and 
reported the tempera-
ture is in the 90s F.

I ran into an old curl-
ing friend from Falcon 
Lake, Lucien Lussier, 
in September. He is 
fine but very saddened 
by the loss of his wife 
Germain in July. My 
condolences to you Lou 
but it was very pleas-
ant seeing you again. 
I expect your sons will 
look after the co�age as 
well as you did!

Thanksgiving
I had a very enjoyable 

Thanksgiving dinner at 
the Comas on Block 4 in 

West Hawk. Almost all 
of the family and some 
friends were there for a 
total of 17 dinner guests. 
New neighbours Peter 
and Gwen Peters were 
also there although 
they have been around 
West Hawk for about 
37 years. 

The next day I en-
joyed another turkey 
dinner at my son Paul’s 
with Sylvia and fam-
ily in Kenora. I have 
gained several pounds. 
Incidentally their old-
est daughter, Avery, 
is finishing university 
this year in Thunder 
Bay.  

 New Doctor
Our doctor at Falcon 

Lake, Dr. Duval, was 
welcomed into his re-
tirement with a very 
pleasant get together 
on Oct. 1. Thank you 

to Dr. Duval for all  his 
years of service for all 
this area. Dr. Claire 
Jaeger is our new phy-
sician. Walk-in hours 
are Sat. from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m and scheduled 
bookings started Oct.  
27. Call 204-788-5742. 
Welcome Dr. Jaeger.
Fire Department News

A flu vaccination 
clinic was held at the 
firehall in late October 
and was very well at-
tended. 

According to our Fire 
Chief Bruce Morrison, 
the last few months 
have been quiet, with 
only minor calls for lo-
cal fires and cars slid-
ing off roads. The new 
fire truck being built in 
Winnipeg by Fort Gar-
ry Firetruck Ltd will be 
delivered soon.

More Local News        

An unfortunate acci-
dent occurred in the 
lake on Oct. 2 when 
an accomplished Win-
nipeg diver of 55 years 
drowned. Apparently 
he ran out of air and had 
a medical problem. The 
RCMP a�ended and he 
was pronounced dead 
at the scene. I have no 
further information. 

Corve�e Club
There was an unusual 

gathering of about 55 
Corve�e drivers in ear-
ly October at the Nite 
Hawk Café. According 
to Sharon, the lunch 
was by appointment 
and the cars were a real 
sight. Perhaps the club 
came to see the new 
sign of the NHC? 

Welcome
Welcome to Justin 

Slegers, a new worker 
in West Hawk from 

Elie. He is a marine 
motor mechanic now 
working for Black Bear 
Products. 

Guide Camp Road 
Repaired

Grant Fise�e informs 
me that the Block 8 
road to the Girl Guides 
Camp on Caddy Lake 
is now repaired, and 
that the lake level is 
about normal.

Condolences
Sadly I must report 

that Noreen Vine�e 
passed away in Octo-
ber. She and her hus-
band were proprietors 
of West Hawk Resort 
for many years. Condo-
lences to all the family.  

Business Hours
Mason Plumbing – 8 

a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to 
Friday.

Mason Jar – Closed, 
open by appointment, 
call  204-349-2672.

Black Bear Power Prod-
ucts – 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday to Friday, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday

West Hawk Marine 
– Monday to Friday 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Keystone Esso Store 
– Monday to Thursday 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Friday 8 
a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday  
8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Highpoint Restaurant 
– Sunday 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m., Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 10 
p.m.

Nite Hawk Café – 
closed after Thanksgiv-
ing, call 204-349-2580 for 
information.

West Hawk Lake Re-
sort – 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday to Saturday.

CBC Store and Post 
Office – 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Monday to Friday.

South Transfer Station 
– November 2 to March 
31, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.

Falcon Doctors Office 
call 204-788-5742.
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West Hawk Lake

The view from Galiano Island, B.C, overlooking Montague Harbour.

By John Bell

Continued next page
Be sure lake or  river ice is thick enough for your activity.



DECEMBER  2017  WHITESHELL ECHO      21             

West Hawk Lake continued from page 20

 Scientific Facts
• Your body has 

enough iron in it to 
make a nail three inch-
es long (7.3 cms).

• Less than 1/3 of the 
human race has 20-20 
vision. This means that 
two out of three people 
cannot see perfectly.

• The human body 
is estimated to have 
60,000 miles of blood 
vessels.
 Fish Hatchery News
Kevin Dyck informs 

me that they have fin-
ished stocking about 
350,000  tiger, brown 
and brook trout in 
Manitoba. Also, the 
Manitoba Fly Fishing 
Association has now 
established a good 
fly fishing section in 
the Whiteshell River 
just down river from 
the hatchery. Spawn-
ing shoals, habitat 
and shelter have been 
provided in about 400 
yards of the river and is 
very picturesque. The 
new bridge coming to 
the hatchery is also fin-
ished and of course this 
is the 75th anniversary 
of the hatchery.

 Fire at 
Long Pine Lake

On Oct. 17, very 
strong winds put a tree 
on the power line on the 
south side of Long Pine 
and started a fire near 
Carl Duguid’s co�age 
across from the store. 
The fire expanded into 
a large blaze which 
could be seen from 
West Hawk. Fortunate-
ly, water bombers came 
in and stopped major 
burning although Cam  
McLaughlin thought 
an outhouse was lost. 
Dave Grant at West 
Hawk reported that 
the winds were so 
strong that waves were 
as big as he had ever 
seen and that the tops 
of the whitecaps were 
whipped into the air. 
Fortunately no trees 
went down onto pow-
er lines around West 
Hawk or elsewhere.

 Lake Levels
Alan  Roberts, chair-

man of the Whiteshell 
Co�agers Association 
Lake Levels Commit-
tee, reports that the 
fall drawdown of the 
lakes varies but is close 
to normal. The snow 
in late October caused 
some delay but gen-
erally levels are more 
normal than the last 
few years when levels 
had been too high. Re-
sults of the engineering 
report on Falcon Lake 
levels are in and now 
the commi�ee can dis-
cuss meaningfully with 
Manitoba Parks solu-
tions for the problems 
that exist. He hopes for 
good cooperation and 
expects the commi�ee 
will be very busy. He 
also expects that capital 
work will be done next 
year principally at Fal-
con, Caddy and Betula 
Lakes.

 Wives Take Note
A bum on the street 

asks a man for $5. The 
man replies “will you 
use it to buy booze?” 
to which the bum an-
swers ‘no.’ “Will you 
gamble it away?” he 
asks, and once again the 
bum replies no. “Will 
you make bets at the 
golf course?” to which 
the bum replies “No, I 
don’t play golf.” Then 

the man asks,“Will you 
come home with me so 
my wife can see what 
happens to a man who 
doesn’t drink, gamble 
or play golf?”

 Truck Inspection 
Station

Mike Woods informs 
me that they have had 
a normal fall  at the 
Truck Inspection Sta-
tion. The October snow 
did complicate mat-
ters with a highway 1 
closure but the RCMP 
controlled cars and es-
pecially trucks as well. 
Apparently, word gets 
out to the truckers and 
they delay coming to 
the border so the high-

way is not seriously 
crowded. Cars did end 
up in the ditch in the 
icy conditions.

 Curling
Sean Nedohin in-

forms me that response 
to curling, especially 
mens, is low this year. 
Volunteers are needed 
for regular and bon-
spiel curling if it is to 
continue, so curlers 
and others, get in there 
and enjoy! Sean hopes 
for two bonspiels.

 Falcon School 
Activities

I talked to Mr. Dereck 
Janssen, our new prin-
cipal at Falcon School, 
and he provided the 

following informa-
tion on school activi-
ties. Students finished 
their running club Oc-
tober 27 with the an-
nual Falcon Fun Run. 
Next they will focus on 
Frontier Games activi-
ties, including basket-
ball, floor hockey, cross 
country skiing, snow 
shoeing, trap se�ing 
and archery. Kni�ing 
classes have begun and 
there was a fiddle jam 
at the end of Novem-
ber. A trip is planned in 
December to see Char-
lie Brown’s Christmas 
at the Manitoba The-
atre for Young People 
in Winnipeg.                                                                                 

Enjoy The Winter
In closing I hope      

everyone of you enjoys 
the winter and activi-
ties, especially Christ-
mas. (The next Echo 
edition is April, 2018). 

Please send me any 
news you may have 
in the interim but be-
fore March 7. Addi-
tionally, note that our  
Whiteshell Co�agers 
Association member-
ship has increased to 
about 2,170. 

Merry Christmas!
John Bell
Lot 5 Block 11
(204) 349-2994
Email: 
ve4ol@yahoo.ca

You could write for the
 Whiteshell Echo

We need contributors from 
across Whiteshell Park 

from students to seniors.  
Contact the editor at

wca@whiteshellecho.com
echo@whiteshellcottagers.com

Yours truly and son John at Salt Spring Island, B.C., Oct 30.
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Holly Jolly Honey Glazed Ham
Makes 15 Servings / Preparation time 1 hr. 35 mins. 

Ingredients 
1 (5 pound) ready-to-eat ham 
1/4 cup whole cloves 
1/4 cup dark corn syrup 
2 cups honey 
2/3 cup butter

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F 
(165 degrees C).
2. Score ham, and stud with the 
whole cloves. Place ham in foil lined 
pan.
3. In the top half of a double boiler, 
heat the corn syrup, honey and but-
ter. Keep glaze warm while baking ham.
4. Brush glaze over ham, and bake for 1 hour and 15 minutes in 
the preheated oven. Baste ham every 10 to 15 minutes with the 
honey glaze. During the last 4 to 5 minutes of baking, turn on 
broiler to caramelize the glaze. Remove from oven, and let sit a 
few minutes before serving.

Holiday Herbed Scalloped Potatoes and Onions
Makes 6 Servings / Preparation 2 hrs. 20 mins. 
You can prepare this side dish in the morning, then put it in the 
oven later

Ingredients 
5 large potatoes, peeled and thinly sliced 
3/4 cup chopped onion 
3 tablespoons butter 
1/4 cup all-purpose flour 
1 3/4 cups low-sodium chicken broth 
2 tablespoons mayonnaise 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
3/4 teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon dried parsley 
1/4 teaspoon poultry seasoning 
1/8 teaspoon ground black pepper 
1/4 cup chopped fresh chives

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C) and 
grease a 2 1/2-quart baking dish.
2. Layer potatoes and onion in prepared baking dish.
3. Melt butter in a saucepan over medium heat; stir in flour until 
smooth. Gradually add broth, mayonnaise, garlic, salt, parsley, 
poultry seasoning, and pepper; cook and stir until thick and bub-
bly, about 2 minutes. Pour mayonnaise mixture over potatoes and 
onion. Cover baking dish with aluminum foil.
4. Bake in preheated oven until potatoes are tender, about 1 hour 
45 minutes. Remove foil and continue to bake until golden brown, 
about 15 minutes more. Sprinkle with chives to serve.

Christmas Prime Rib
Makes 12 Servings / Preparation time 10 hrs. 45 mins. 

Ingredients
1 (6 pound) boneless prime rib roast 
2 tablespoons prepared horseradish 
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard 
2 teaspoons kosher salt 
2 teaspoons coarsely ground black pepper 
2 teaspoons dried thyme 
2 teaspoons garlic powder 
2 stalks celery, cut into 2-inch pieces 
1 carrot, cut into 2-inch pieces 
1 small unpeeled onion, quartered and separated 
2 teaspoons concentrated beef base (paste) 
1 1/2 cups water 
1 teaspoon cornstarch
1 teaspoon water

Directions
1. The day before serving, remove the roast from the package, 
and dry thoroughly with paper towels. Set the roast on a baking 
sheet, and place in refrigerator overnight. Remove from refrigera-
tor 1 hour before cooking time to allow meat to reach room tem-
perature. Rub the roast all over with horseradish and Dijon mus-
tard. In a bowl, mix together the kosher salt, black pepper, thyme, 
and garlic powder; sprinkle the spice mix over the roast.
2. Preheat oven to 450 degrees F (230 degrees C). Place the 
celery, carrot, and onion pieces into the bottom of a roasting pan. 
Place the roast on top of the vegetables.
3. Roast in the preheated oven for 30 minutes. Reduce oven 
temperature to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C), and roast until the 
meat is browned and an instant-read meat thermometer inserted 
into the thickest part of the roast reads 130 to 135 degrees F (54 
to 57 degrees C) for medium-rare. Remove from oven, transfer 
roast to a platter, and cover with a tent of aluminum foil. Allow to 
rest for 30 minutes. Temperature of the meat will rise about 10 
degrees during resting time.
4. To make au jus sauce, skim excess fat from the pan drippings 
in the roasting pan. Place the pan over a burner set to medium 
heat, and stir in the beef base and 1 1/2 cup of water. Bring to a 
boil, scraping and dissolving any brown flavor bits from the bottom 
of the pan. Strain out and discard the vegetables. Combine the 
cornstarch and 1 teaspoon of water in a small bowl, and whisk the 
mixture into the sauce. Allow the sauce to thicken slightly (sauce 
will be thin), pour into a gravy boat, and serve with roast.

Chocolate Covered Strawberries
Makes 24 Servings / Preparation time 15 mins. 

Ingredients: 
16 ounces milk chocolate chips 
2 tablespoons shortening 
1 pound fresh strawberries with leaves

Directions
1.In a double boiler, melt the chocolate and shortening, stirring oc-
casionally until smooth. Holding them by toothpicks, dip the straw-
berries into the chocolate mixture.
2. Insert toothpicks into the tops of the strawberries.
3. Turn the strawberries upside down and insert the toothpick into 
styrofoam for the chocolate to cool.

WHAT’S COOKING?  CHRISTMAS RECIPES

 
Send Us Your Favourite Cottage Recipes! Email echo@whiteshellcottagers.com
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Roquefort Pear Salad
Makes 6 Servings / Preparation time 30 mins. 

Ingredients
1 head leaf lettuce, torn into bite-size pieces 
3 pears - peeled, cored and chopped 
5 ounces Roquefort cheese, crumbled 
1 avocado - peeled, pitted, and diced 
1/2 cup thinly sliced green onions 
1/4 cup white sugar 
1/2 cup pecans 
1/3 cup olive oil 
3 tablespoons red wine vinegar 
1 1/2 teaspoons white sugar 
1 1/2 teaspoons prepared mustard 
1 clove garlic, chopped 
1/2 teaspoon salt fresh ground black pepper to taste

Directions
1. In a skillet over medium heat, stir 1/4 cup of sugar together with 
the pecans. Continue stirring gently until sugar has melted and 
caramelized the pecans. Carefully transfer nuts onto waxed paper. 
Allow to cool, and break into pieces.
2. For the dressing, blend oil, vinegar, 1 1/2 teaspoons sugar, 
mustard, chopped garlic, salt, and pepper.
3. In a large serving bowl, layer lettuce, pears, blue cheese, avo-
cado, and green onions. Pour dressing over salad, sprinkle with 
pecans, and serve.

Cranberry Sauce Extraordinaire
Makes 12 Servings / Preparation time 45 mins. 

Ingredients
1 cup water 
1 cup white sugar 
1 (12 ounce) package fresh cranberries 
1 orange, peeled and pureed 
1 apple - peeled, cored and diced 
1 pear - peeled, cored and diced 
1 cup chopped dried mixed fruit 
1 cup chopped pecans 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg

Directions
In a medium saucepan, boil water and sugar until the sugar dis-
solves. Reduce the heat to simmer, and stir in cranberries, pu-
reed orange, apple, pear, dried fruit, pecans, salt, cinnamon, and 
nutmeg. Cover, and simmer for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally, 
until the cranberries burst. Remove from heat, and let cool to room 
temperature.

White Chocolate Raspberry Cheesecake
Makes 16 Servings / Preparation time 10 hrs. 

Ingredients
1 cup chocolate cookie crumbs 
3 tablespoons white sugar 
1/4 cup butter, melted 
1 (10 ounce) package frozen rasp-
berries 
2 tablespoons white sugar 
2 teaspoons cornstarch 
1/2 cup water 
2 cups white chocolate chips 
1/2 cup half-and-half cream 
3 (8 ounce) packages cream 
cheese, softened 
1/2 cup white sugar 
3 eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

Directions
1. In a medium bowl, mix together cookie crumbs, 3 tablespoons 
sugar, and melted butter. Press mixture into the bottom of a 9 inch 
springform pan.
2. In a saucepan, combine raspberries, 2 tablespoons sugar, corn-
starch, and water. Bring to boil, and continue boiling 5 minutes, or 
until sauce is thick. Strain sauce through a mesh strainer to re-
move seeds.
3. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C). In a metal 
bowl over a pan of simmering water, melt white chocolate chips 
with half-and-half, stirring occasionally until smooth.
4. In a large bowl, mix together cream cheese and 1/2 cup sugar 
until smooth. Beat in eggs one at a time. Blend in vanilla and 
melted white chocolate. Pour half of batter over crust. Spoon 3 ta-
blespoons raspberry sauce over batter. Pour remaining cheese-
cake batter into pan, and again spoon 3 tablespoons raspberry 
sauce over the top. Swirl batter with the tip of a knife to create a 
marbled effect.
5. Bake for 55 to 60 minutes, or until filling is set. Cool, cover with 
plastic wrap, and refrigerate for 8 hours before removing from pan. 
Serve with remaining raspberry sauce.

Scandinavian Christmas Glogg
Makes 15 Servings / Preparation time 20 mins. 

Ingredients
2 (750 milliliter) bottles fruity red wine, such as Beaujolais 
1 (750 milliliter) bottle port wine 
3 (3 inch) cinnamon sticks 
14 whole cloves 
1 orange, peel cut into thin strips 
1 cup white sugar, or to taste 
3/4 cup rum, or to taste 
1/4 cup brandy, or to taste 
1 cup raisins   1 cup slivered almonds 

Directions
1. Gently simmer the red wine, port wine, cinnamon sticks, whole 
cloves, and orange peel in a large pot set over medium-low heat. 
Stir in the sugar, rum, and brandy. Continue simmering 5 minutes 
more, stirring to completely dissolve the sugar, and the mixture is 
steaming but not boiling.
2. Mix the raisins and almonds together in a bowl.
3. To serve, ladle into coffee cups or Swedish-style small glass or 
ceramic mugs. Garnish each cup with a spoonful of the raisin and 
almond mixture.

WHAT’S COOKING?  CHRISTMAS RECIPES

 
Send Us Your Favourite Cottage Recipes! Email echo@whiteshellcottagers.com

‘They would feast on 
Who-pudding, 

and rare Who-roast beast.’ 
— Dr. Seuss
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Barren Lake
Patrick Finley 
204-349-2670 
204-226-8661
patrickfinley10@gmail.com

Don Sleeva
Home (204) 237-3081
Lake (204) 349-8982

Betula Lake
Kerry Davies
(204) 663-6313

Gaeline Delmarque
Home (204) 489-3016
Lake (204) 348-7796

Big Whiteshell Lake
Tannis Fries  
204-348-3880
tfries94@gmail.com
Jacques Nault 
jacquesn29@gmail.com

Brereton Lake
Bill Backman
204-799-5725
ibb@mymts.net

Greg Meade 
c302@mymts.net
Doug Moberg
Home (204) 269-4511
Lake (204) 369-5515
Sharon Philp
Cell (204) 771-7297
sharonphilp@hotmail.com

Brereton Lake (cont’d)
Lorna Spencer
Home (204) 254-8137
Lake (204) 369-5702

Caddy Lake
Joel Kettner
Home (204) 691-2063
Cell: (204) 805-5551
jdkettner@me.com

Robert Stalker
Lake (204) 349-8676

Dorothy Lake
Stan Pogorzelec
Home (204) 668-8153
Lake (204) 348-3282

Eleanor Lake
Ed Enns
(204) 334-8318
edwardenns204@gmail.com

Falcon Lake
Al Bezak
abbezak@shaw.ca
Cell (204) 226-1888

Alison Bonneteau
Alison.Bonneteau@rana-
caregroup.com
Cheryl Bryant
cheryl@tek.ca
(204) 588-7007
Randall Kinley
Cell (204) 228-6507
kinley5@mts.net

Falcon Lake (cont’d) 
Jo-Ann Shields
jojo_shields@yahoo.ca
Lake (Cell) (204) 299-4528

Ronald Smith
ronaldssmith@hotmail.com
Lake (204) 349-8804

Florence Lake
Ian Baragar   
204-782-4580 
204-256-0881
ian.baragar@gmail.com

Nora Lake
Angela Hogan
Home: (204) 866-4398
aghogan@highspeedcrow.ca

Jessica Lake
Pat Love  
204-348-7488

Neil McMillan 
(204) 896-0584
nmcmillan@mymts.net 

Nutimik Lake
Angela Kelsch
home: 204-334-3906
lake: 204-348-2093
akelsch@shaw.ca

Sandra Kline
Cell: (204) 479-2025
sandrakl@mymts.net

Nutimik Lake (cont’d)
Brenda Trach
Cell: (204) 510-3911 
btrachl@shaw.ca

Pointe du Bois
Maureen  Taylor  
tmkanga1@shaw.ca

Red Rock Lake
Rick Emslie
Home (204) 227-4694

David McNeil
Home (204) 489-3508
Lake (204) 348-7510

Shirley Rempel
Cell: 204-688-1164
Home: 204-895-1164 
shirleyrempel415
@hotmail.com

Star Lake
Igor Pesun 
204-803-6229
pesun001@mymts.net 

West Hawk Lake
Richard Babyak
Home (204) 475-4996
Lake (204) 349-8406

Patty Caron
Lake (204) 349-8513
Cell: (204) 781-7043
ppcaron@mymts.net 

West Hawk Lake (cont’d
Daniel Klass
Lake (204) 349-2606
klass6@gmail.com

Sylvia Magyar  
204-996-9378 
sylvia.magyar@gmail.com

Dan Myk
Home (204) 889-4561
Lake (204) 349-8320
dannmyk@hotmail.com

Alan Roberts 
Home: (204) 888-9578 
Lake: (204) 349-2361 
aroberts4@shaw.ca

White Lake
Gary Kennedy
(204) 254-2300
garykennedy@mymts.net

Deborah Seguin 
(204) 772-0647 
ecarriere@shaw.ca

HONOURARY
DIRECTORS
Warren Barnard
John Biglow 
Harry Meneer
Tom Walker
Ed Wilson

Board of Directors Whiteshell Cottagers Association Inc. 2017-2018

Practice Safe Snowmobiling This Winter

When heading out 
for a ride it is al-

ways a good idea to re-
member these six safety 
tips:

1. Check the weather.  It 
may seem straightforward 

but this is very important 
particularly for windchill 
warnings.  Depending on 
the wind chill factor the 
outside temperature can 
actually feel twice as cold 
as it really is.

2. Dress for the weather.  
Layers are your friend, 
especially for si�ing on 
a snowmobile.  Even 
though you can burn up 
to 240 calories an hour 
riding, the wind can take 

its toll.  Be 
sure to cov-
er all areas, 
especially 
around the 
neck.

3. Know 
how to 
i d e n t i f y 
frostbite .  
This hap-
pens quick-
est on ex-
t remi t ies 
such as 
the hands, 
feet, nose 
and ears.  It 
starts with 
pain, then 
moves to 
numbness 
and even-
tually turns 

the skin white.
4. Bring a first aid kit.  

When planning a fun 
day outside we don’t 
want to think about the 
possibility of things go-
ing wrong.  But they do, 
and even though every-
body carries cell phones 
with them now, they are 
not 100 per cent reliable.  
There are areas that have 
poor to no cell reception.

5. Avoid open wa-
ter.  As weather in win-
ter fluctuates there may 
be times that open water 
appears. Always steer 
clear of it and stay on the 
trail. Trail conditions re-
port the condition of the 
specific trail, not the gen-
eral condition of the out-
doors.

6. Do not drink and 
drive.  Drinking alco-
holic beverages and op-
erating a snowmobile is 
still drinking and driv-
ing.  RCMP Manitoba 
Conservation Officers 

patrol the Whiteshell 
snowmobile trail sys-
tem.  If you are caught 
with an alcoholic bev-
erage on the trail or 
in a shelter you will 
be charged with open 
alcohol,which carries a 
fine of just under $700.

To find out more about 
the Whiteshell Snow-
mobile Club, including 
membership, volunteer 
opportunities, special 
rides and events visit 
their website www.
whiteshellsnowmobile-
club.ca. 

For trail conditions 
visit ManitobaParks.
com or contact the Sus-
tainable Development 
offices in Seven Sisters, 
Rennie or Falcon Lake  

Please email your 
comments, sugges-
tions and experiences 
to TrailsMBParksEast@ 
gov.mb.ca or connect 
with us on Twi�er @MB-
GovParks.
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WCA Member Discounts
WCA MEMBERS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR DISCOUNTS AT AN INCREASING NUMBER OF BUSINESSES

You may need to show your WCA Membership Card

PLEZIA INSURANCE BROKERS

STAR BUILDING MATERIALS LTD.
Receive contractor pricing.  Discounts vary on lumber or hardware.

TOTAL LIGHTING
Receive contractor pricing

ROBINSON BATH CENTRE
Receive contractor pricing

CABELAS
$20 off on a purchase of $150 or more.  

Coupon will be mailed with your membership card.

COTTAGE LIFE MAGAZINE
Receive a discount on your subscription.

ABC FIRE & SAFETY
Receive 20% Discount

MARKS WORK WEARHOUSE

BOATSMART

As of November 7, 2017, membership in 
the Whiteshell Co�agers Association has 

reached 2,235.  Thank you to all for supporting 
your WCA and its efforts. 

As a member of the WCA you: 
● Belong to the largest co�age owners or-

ganization in Manitoba that has successfully 
brought about a freeze on co�age lease fees for 
2016 and a freeze on both lease and service fees 
for 2017 and 2018. 

● May a�end and vote at the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting. 

● Have access to exclusive features on our 
website: www.whiteshellco�agers.com 

● Receive all five issues of our newspaper, 
the Whiteshell Echo. 

● Benefit from special events brought to you 
by the WCA. For example, this year’s Succes-
sion Planning Seminars were both sold out.

Your WCA continues to do a great job of 
rustling up amazing “co�agers’ deals” to add 
more perks to your membership.  WCA mem-
bers are eligible for discounts at an increasing 
number of businesses as listed above.

The new year is fast approaching. Go online 
at www.whiteshellco�agers.com to take out 
your membership for 2018.  We are offering 
one to five year memberships to save you time 
AND money. You can also print and send in 
your membership request or use the member-
ship form on the left of this page.

Stay informed on all issues and breaking 
news by visiting the WCA website and follow-
ing us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/ 
WhiteshellCo�agers/. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS EVERYONE!

WCA Membership Report

By Deborah Seguin 
WCA Membership Chair 
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WCA on the Web and Facebook
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Dorothy Lake

Some of us welcome 
the seasons, espe-

cially at the lake. Fall 
colours please the eye  
and the lake releases 
its warmth into misty 
banks. This morning the 
fog hung low, releasing 
a dark shape. The early 
sun brightly lit the white 
beak and dark feathers 
as an eagle disappeared 
overhead.

Co�agers have gradu-
ally  put away all things 
summery. Boats made 
their last rounds,  before 
being pulled up into 
boathouses or onto trail-
ers. Docks  are raised 
or  disconnected and 
beached. The last toma-
toes have been brought 
in before the frost and 
warmer clothes are in 
order. Slowly a  stillness 
falls over co�age coun-
try.

Blown Away
The first snow has not 

amounted  to much. But 

strong winds buffet the 
prairies with reports of 
cars being blown off the 
road and trucks turn-
ing over. The lake takes 
on the violence, curling 
into bold waves that 
smash against the rocks, 
sending spray way up 
into the air. And you’d 
expect most animals 
to seek cover. Not so a 
male ruffed grouse, who 
stands motionless in 
display, its raised crest 
and neck ruffs flu�er-
ing, the raised tail with 

dark band distorted 
by the gale force wind 
off the lake. It is a star-
tling sight, until one’s 
eye spots two female 
grouse, sheltered under 
a bush pecking away at 
some seeds. Which ex-
plains the behavior, but 
not the timing.

Local ParkNews
At the River View 

Creek crossing, the 
floating board walk has 
been completed. This 
ends the construction 
work on the last seg-

ment of the Canada 
Trail, which now links 
up to the Pinawa Trail. 
This means that after 
crossing the board walk 
and the bridge over  
Caribou Creek, hikers 
traverse over crown 
land with a terrain that 
still needs work. The 
rub is that it lies in the 
municipality of White-
mouth. It is not yet clear 
who will ultimately 
be responsible for the 
needed improvements.

The department will 

place signs warning us-
ers of terrain changes. 
This winter the bridge 
at Caribou Creek will be 
closed to snowmobiles 
to protect the treated 
lumber against damage 
from the carbide run-
ners.

Best Wishes
As snow is accumu-

lating outside in what 
could be it for the sea-
son, we venture out-
side. Pleased with the 
insulating blanket fall-
ing straight from the 
grey sky, we wander 
down the block road, 
cherishing our chang-
ing world. Away from 
the news with its daily 
aggravations, the world 
looks clean, pristine and 
peaceful. May we all at 
this time of year find 
many moments that 
are special, precious 
and peaceful, and carry 
them with us into the 
new year. Henk and I 
wish friends and neigh-
bours a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy 2018. 

By Inge Scholte

A fall day at Dorothy Lake.

Nutimik Lake 

The winter jackets, 
ski pants, boots, 

mi�s and toques were 
all pulled out at the end 
of October.  Last year, 
at this time we were 
si�ing on the beach in 
shorts and t-shirts and 
my girls were swim-
ming in their clothes.  
Winter is here for the 
season, and has set in at 
the lake; I hear the creek 
has already frozen over 
and is almost ready for 
a skating rink. 

On the last weekend 
of seasonal camping, 
the campers once again 
had a Thanksgiving pot-
luck.  Naturally, there 
was tons of food and I 
am sure there was left-
overs for weeks!  There 
is a group of campers 
that always plan fun 
events, usually revolv-

ing around food.  This 
past summer, there was 
a pizza potluck (where 
you had to bring a top-
ping and cheese), and 
on a different evening 
there was soup and chili 
potluck.  I love soup, 
so this was my favor-
ite one.  The campers 

should get together and 
make a Nutimik cook-
book with all the recipes 
from the potlucks.  It is 
going to be quiet going 
out to the lake now that 
the campers are moved 
out.

Snow Clearing 
With the snow comes 

snow clearing!  Just a 
quick reminder to pay 
the person on your 
block that takes care of 
organizing the snow 
clearing.  Thank you to 
all the people who col-
lect money and orga-
nize the cleaning of the 
snow; I am sure it takes 

up a lot of your time.  
It is much appreciated 
to come out to the lake 
and not worry about 
how we are going to get 
to our cabin.

Nutimik Lodge
Nutimik Lodge will be 

opening the store over 
the holidays for sure on 
Sat., Dec. 30, 9 am to 8 
p.m. and Sunday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

This article was 
short and sweet, as we 
haven’t been out to the 
lake since October.  If 
you have any news you 
would like to share with 
the Echo readers, please 
email me so I can in-
clude it in my spring ar-
ticle (kerrilaw@mymts.
net).

I hope you have a safe 
and festive holiday sea-
son and a Happy New 
Year!  

By Kerri Pleskach

The girls create autumn crafts.
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As I write this article, 
the date is Oct. 26. 
2017, and the snow is 

coming down in an amount 
that blocks me from seeing 
the other side of the lake. This 
year we will be starting our 
19th continuous year of ser-
vice to the North Whiteshell 
co�age community. As usual, 
I have to draw your a�ention 
to the fact that, in those years 
of service, we have been in-
volved in the arrest and pros-
ecution of 14 people, directly 
or indirectly.

We work closely with the 
RCMP and the Park Conser-
vation Officers. We act as the 
eyes and ears of those orga-
nizations when they are not 
in the Park. Our Citizens on 
Patrol patrol from October to 
May, with four patrols a week, 
at random day or night. For a 
period from September to ear-
ly December, Parks have two 
young members assigned to 
the Co�age Watch Program. 
This program is funded by all 
Co�agers paying a fee on their 
Lease Bill. Citizens on Patrol 
are not a part of this source of 
funding and only rely on do-
nations from co�agers, to help 
pay operating costs. 

There is a difference between 
the two groups. Co�age Watch 
patrols the entire Whiteshell 
area, both the North and 
South.They patrol five times 
a week on a random patrol 
schedule. Citizens on Patrol, 
patrols  four times a week, on 
a random patrol  from Eleanor 
Lake to Betula Lake. 

As in past years there are or-
ganizations and individuals 
we would like to thank: Mani-
toba Conservation Enforce-
ment – NRO Andrew Pro-
kopchuk; RCMP Whitemouth 
Detachment – Cst. Mike Ma-

cAulay; Whiteshell Co�agers 
Association and the Echo for 
publishing our articles. 

Over the years there have 
been co�agers who make a 
donation each year to the Pa-
trol and others who donate 
from time to time. All these 
donations, however big or 
small, are a great assistance to 
the operation of the Patrol. In 
past years I have printed the 
names of all the donors, with a 
few not being published by re-
quest. With the current affairs 
in the world and the sharing 
of people’s private informa-
tion the Patrol is not publish-
ing names this year. We know 
who the donations come from 
and the givers know, and we 
greatly appreciate and thank 
you for them.

Here is a short overview of 
number of donations by lake: 
Eleanor Lake – 6; O�er Falls 
– 17; Golden Acres – 3; Doro-
thy Lake – 14; Barrier Bay – 11; 
Nutimik Lake – 20; Private 
Lands – 5; Betula Lake – 18. 
These figures vary from year 
to year as to each lake. 

In the past year the Patrol 
completed 235 hours of pa-
trol with 7,980 kms of vehicle 
patrol. These figures added 
up over 18 years total 135,417 
kms or 81,250 miles, and 4,615 
hours of patrol. 

If you feel that the Patrol 
serves a worthwhile purpose 
in its off season patrolling and 
you choose to make a dona-
tion or become a Member, 
please contact us at 

North Whiteshell Citizens 
on Patrol
300 Group, PO Box 157
Seven Sisters Falls
Manitoba, R0E 1Y0

  Remember, we are here ev-
ery winter even if you are not.  
Have a great winter and have 
a great Merry Christmas 

North Whiteshell Citizens on Patrol — COPP

By Jack McRoBie
Chairperson - COPP

The next Whiteshell Echo 
Deadline Is March 1, 2018

For the April 2018 Issue 
Contact The Editor At (204) 831-7274

email:echo@whiteshellcottagers.com

Letter to The Editor

Who Regulates Our Lake?

Dear Editor,

It’s the middle of Novem-
ber and the water level for 
Falcon  Lake is above the 
minimum summer level.

I went to the Falcon Lake 
Maintenance Office four 
weeks ago and present-
ed the water level graph 
showing the level was too 
high and increasing. I even 
phoned the Sustainable 
Water Office in Winnipeg 

who control our lake level.
Falcon Lake stretches east 

and west with the majority 
of lakefront co�ages on the 
north and south side. In the 
fall most of the high winds 
originate from the north or 
south. This destroys our 
banks. I have lost five feet 
on my property.

With freeze-up upcom-
ing at the high level we can 
expect spring damage.

Warren J. Barnard
Falcon Lake
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Several centuries ago, 
a Japanese emperor 

commissioned an artist 
to paint a bird. A num-
ber of months passed, 
then several years, and 
still no painting was 
brought to the palace. 
Finally, the emperor be-
came so exasperated that 
he went to the artist’s 
home to demand an ex-
planation. Instead of 
making excuses, the art-
ist placed a blank canvas 
on the easel. In less than 
an hour, he completed a 
painting that was to be-
come a brilliant master-
piece. When the emperor 
asked the reason for the 
delay, the artist showed 
him armloads of draw-
ings of feathers, wings, 
heads, and feet. Then he 
explained that all of this 
research and study had 
been necessary before 
he could complete the 

painting.
We at Camp Nutimik 

are in a season of prepa-
ration – not for the paint-
ing of a portrait, but in 
anticipation of our pro-
viding a great outdoor 
camping experience for 
those who make use of 
our facility in the coming 
months and years. The 
interesting thing about 
preparation is that often 
it would appear to a per-
son on the outside look-
ing in that there is li�le 
being done, when in fact 
that is not the case.  

In the coming months, 
we will be holding con-
sultations with our con-
stituency, boards and 
other key individuals 
as we review our past 
ministry and vision of 
what Camp Nutimik 
will look like in the fu-
ture. We have served 
as a camping ministry 
in the Whiteshell since 
1954 and are anticipat-
ing a great future for the 
camp.

There is a new project 

on site that has been on 
the drawing board for 
a number of years with 
which we are finally 
making some progress. 
We have now started 
the ground work for an 
archery shelter and our 
hope and plan is to have 
it in place for use this 
coming camping sea-
son. While we have great 
hope and expectation for 
what it will be, and there 
is much to look forward 
to, we find that even with 
the project in the works, 

there is still plenty of 
planning and prepara-
tion in this process.

In a few short weeks, 
we will be celebrating 
another Christmas sea-
son, and with that also 
comes a lot of prepara-
tion. Food and gifts to be 
purchased, events and 
family gatherings to be 
orchestrated, cookies 
and other goodies to be 
baked, and so on.  My 
hope and prayer for you 
this Christmas season is 
that you also take time 

to prepare your heart for 
what this season repre-
sents.  Regardless of your 
faith, Christmas is still 
the season when much 
of the world reflects on 
the coming to earth of the 
special child.  In prepar-
ing for the celebration, I 
encourage you to reflect 
on the why of Christmas 
and on the events that 
took place back in a back-
water town in the Middle 
East over 2000 years ago.  
As you make prepara-
tions for all the activities 
that are planned, why 
not take some time to 
check out the story of 
the birth of Jesus and the 
resulting effects that has 
had on history until this 
very year.

From the staff of Camp 
Nutimik, it is our prayer 
and hope that you and 
your loved ones will en-
joy an amazing Christ-
mas season and we look 
forward to continued 
service to the Whiteshell 
and Manitoba for many 
years to come.

Camp Nutimik: In Preparation Of What Is Yet To Come

Camp Nutimik has been making memories in the Whiteshell 
since 1954.

By Wayne Eisbrenner
Executive Director

Camp Nutimik

Falcon Yacht Club

The Falcon Yacht Club 
members enjoyed 

another wonderful sum-
mer of sailing on our 
beautiful lake. The clean 
up after the rainstorms 
of 2016 consumed much 
of our sailing season last 
year. However, this year, 
lead by Gord Bartel, 
Cliff Loganberg, Brian 
Kelly and Al Cade and 
the efforts of many of 
our members, our mud 
fields have been regener-
ated with beautiful grass 
and our members could 
do what they love most, 
sailing!

We had an active rac-
ing calendar this year, 
with 16 boats competing 
in our Commodores Cup 
on Aug. 19. The wind 

was perfect, and Craig 
Baker won the club cup 
in his Laser with Kayden 
Polachek from the Mani-
toba Sailing team match-
ing Craig for total points 
in the overall results. 

Our learn to sail pro-
gram was a great suc-
cess, with 11 kids and six 
adults participating this 
year. 

We were very lucky 
to host members of the 
Manitoba Sailing team 
at the beginning and the 
end of their training sea-
son. They are talented 
and enthusiastic sailors 
and their participation in 
club races makes the rac-
ing tight and the stories 
after the racing be�er!

We are very proud of 

two of our young FYC 
sailors. This summer, 
Katie Sauer and Sara 
Telles-Langdon compet-
ed at the Canada Sum-
mer Games in the wom-
ens 29er class the week 
of July 30 to Aug. 4. The 
conditions were very 
challenging and Ka-
tie and Sara did Falcon 

Yacht Club proud.
We already look for-

ward to next year. Our 
club executive is plan-
ning a womens sailing 
league along with our 
learn to sail program 
for kids and adults, 
and weekend racing 
throughout the season.

By Charles Feaver, 
Elizabeth Hamanishi 

and Penny Kelly

This summer, Katie Sauer and Sara Telles-Langdon competed 
at the Canada Summer Games.

Club members invite you to join them for the 2018 sailing 
season.
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Intrepid Cottager: A Pellet Stove Will Warm Up Your Winter

Are you looking for a    
way to make your cot-

tage cozier this winter?
If you answered yes, you 

might want to consider in-
vesting in a pellet stove.

While a pellet stove re-
sembles a wood burning 
stove, the resemblance 
ends there. Yes, it has an 
exhaust pipe, and yes, it 
burns wood.

However, it operates in a 
very different manner.

First, pellet stoves run off 
electricity. Second, such a 
stove operates much differ-
ently than a wood burning 
stove.

Here’s how a pellet stove 
works.:

Wood pellets are poured 

into a hopper located either 
at the top or bottom of the 
stove. An electric auger then 
delivers the pellets from the 
hopper to the burn cham-
ber.

Once the pellets are in the 
burn chamber, the combus-
tion chamber is ignited. The 
burn chamber then acts as 
the stove’s carburetor, mix-
ing the air and fuel to create 
combustion.

Here’s the great thing 
about wood pellets:  be-
cause they’re heavily com-
pressed (made from re-
cycled sawdust and wood 
shavings), they burn very 
efficiently, and temperature 
can be varied from moder-
ate to hot.

Once they’re spent, the 
burnt pellets simply fall 
into an ash pot.

It’s important to note 
that pellet stoves heat dif-
ferently than wood stoves;  
they heat a space through 
convection, making for ef-
ficient, even heating. The 
temperature can also be 
controlled easily via a ther-
mostat that will allow you 
to customize heat levels to 
your exact need.

As for installation of a 
pellet stove, a chimney 
isn’t required. 

Pellet stoves have an ex-
haust blower that pushes 
gases out of a narrow pipe 
located at the back of the 
stove.

Consequently, the stove 
can be vented through an 
existing chimney, or a small 
hole can be created to insert  
an exhaust pipe so gases 
can be vented outside; ei-
ther approach makes for a 
very simple procedure.

These efficient stoves also 
come in two types: insert or 
free-standing. Insert models 
can be inserted into exist-
ing fireplaces or fireboxes, 
while free-standing models 

come in a variety of sizes, 
styles and colours that can 
be tailored to your needs.

In terms of heating pow-
er, pellet stoves can pro-
vide anywhere between 
8,000 to 90,000 Btu of ther-
mal output. 

That said, most models 
offer about 40,000 to 60,000 
Btus of heating power. If 
you want to circulate the 
heat through more than 
just your cottage’s main liv-
ing area, designated fans 
can be installed in walls to 
move heat into outlying 
spaces.

As with any heating de-
vice, it’s important to make 
sure you choose the right 
size of stove to heat your 

cottage. 
The rule of thumb for pel-

let stoves is that you will 
require 5,000 Btu per 200 
square feet of space that 
needs to be heated to attain 
efficient heating.

Now, for the best part 
about pellet stoves.

Not only are they an af-
fordable heating option, 
but they’re easy to install, 
simple to operate (get one 
with an electronic rather 
than manual ignition) and 
extremely efficient.

Heating is even and con-
trolled, and –  this is very 
important – pellet stoves 
create minimal smoke, 
making for little or no 
smell as the wood pellets 
are burned to heat your 
cottage.

Finally, they’re eco-
friendly, as pellets are cre-
ated from wood by-prod-
ucts. Gas emissions are also 
minimal.

If you’re looking to add 
an extra bit of warmth to 
your cottage this winter, 
consider a pellet stove. It’s 
an option well worth con-
sidering for a variety of 
reasons.

By Greg Nichol

FIREWORKS
ARE 

STRICTLY
PROHIBITED

IN
WHITESHELL
PROVINCIAL

PARK 
AND ALL

OF MANITOBA’S
PARKS

AT ALL TIMES
To Report 

 Fires
Call 

1-800
782-0076 

Pellet stoves come in a wide range of styles and designs.
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